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Dedicatory. 

ham  Savery,  of  Slade,  Efquires. 

Honoured  friends, 

long-fince  ohferved 
Tl/attie  World  below ,  «  a  Glafs 
todifcover  the  World  above  '  sL 

.lu  t  r  r  ^P.ec«Ium.  J^’dalr 
though  lam  not  of  their  opinion,  that  fay  The ' 

Heathens  may  fpell  Chrift  out  of  the' Sun 

Moon  and  Stars ;  yet  this  Iknow,  llat  the  ir- 

rational  and  inanimate,  as  well  as  rational 

creatures  have  a  language ;  and  though  not 

by  Atticuhte  fpeech ,  yet  in  a-  Metaphorical 

JenJeyhey  preach  unto  man  the  wifdom,  power 

and  goodnefs  of  God,  Rom .  1.20.  Th.'re  k 

CfaiththeVMm%  ffaL  19.  3.)  No  fpeech 


Dedicatory. 

isnothrard. 

Wordu  ]etmhou,thfi 

'ZtZZnZlt  mb 

.  ^7ZlZTt  God  baVendowed  the 

ZZJfZhZfitud,  at  «dl  atm 

JdZhtft  ■  the}  hlvt  not  only  a  natural  ufe  m 
ujeluinejs ,  /p,  r  j  fp^^s,  but  alfo  a  ft- 

Almenta  ^^/'ff^hharet  aJd  ftmili- 

u  fU'nh  findtnoreinthe^oodt^  than  tn  a 

thou  Jhalt  jind  mre  ^ 

T"d2ZhTarloZkarned  VoSort  B, 

alm'ul  arid  induftrious  improvement  of  the 
rtnkhMr.  excellently J  v^e 

‘  ^  fivxihitofBreaJthatvpeeaty  and m  every 

h.veintheufeoftheSacrament. 

.  I  L.  uU,  f-^gatures  teacD  c 


celfmtZZZ  'fo  they  teach  them 


in  a 


CUOM 


'ZFiSZ^nam.:  Duo  m 
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maxime  movent  fimilitudo,  dc  exemplum, 
IfaitbtheOnzov;  Thefi  two  things^  fimilitude 
and  example^  do  efpeciallj  niove  us.  Notions 
are  more  eafily  conveyed  to  the  underfianding^ 
by  being  firfi  cloathed  in  fome  apt  fimilitude., 
and fo  reprefmted  to  the  fenfe.  And  therefore 
Jefus  Chrift  the  great  Prophet.,  delighted  much 
in  teaching  by  Parables  and  the  Prophets 
'were  much  in  this  way  alfo.,  Hof.'  1 2.  i  o .  1  have 
ufed  Similitudes  by  the  Miniftry  of  the  Pro- 
phets.  Thofe  that  can  retain  little  of  a  Ser- 
mn,yet  ordinarily  retain  an  apt  Similitude., 

I  confefs  it  is  an  humbling  conf  deration ., 
Ihafnian.,  who  at  firfi  was  led  by  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Creature, 
mufi  now  by  the  Creatures,  learn  to  know  God> 
That  the  Creatures  (  as  one  faith  )  like  Ba¬ 
laams  Afs,  fhould  teach  their  Mafier  :  But 
though  this  be  the  unhappinefs  of  poor  man  in 
his  collapfed  fiate,  yet  it  is  now  his  wifdom  to 
improve  fuch Helps;  and whilfi others  by  the 
abufe  of  Creatures ,  are  furthring  their  Per¬ 
dition,  to  be  by  the  jpiritual  improvement  of 
them,  promoting  our  own  Salvation.  • 

It's  an  excellent-art  io  difcourfe  with  Birds; 
Beafis  and  Pifhes  about  fublime  andfpiritual 


Ciceror 
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;  Caryl  in  loc. 


SubjeUSf  and  make  them  anfwer  to  ourQtte- 
Jiionsi  jet  this  may  be  done.  Job  I2,  7,8. 
Ask  now  the  beafts,  and  they  fliall  teach  thee, 
and  the  Fowls  of  the  Air,  and  they  (hall  tell 
thee ;  or  fpeak  to  the  earth,  and  it  (hall  teach 
thee,  and  the  Fifhes  of  the  Sea  (hall  declare 
unto  thee.  That  is  faith  neat  and  accurate 
Caryl )  the  creatures  teach  us  vehen  we  think, 
of  them ;  ‘  They  teach  us,  though  not  formally, 
‘■yet  vertually ;  they  anfwer  and  refolve  the 
*■  quejlion  put  to  them,  though  not  explicitely 
‘  to  the  ear,  yet  convincingly  to  the  Confcience* 
‘■So  then,  we  ask,  the  creatures  whenwtdili- 
^  gently  confider  them,  when  we  f earth  oUf  the 
^  per fehiions  and  virtues  that  God  hath  put  in- 
‘  to  or  St  ampt  upon  them-  To  fet  our  mind  thus 
‘■  upon  the  creature,  is  to  difeourfe  with  the 
‘  creature ;  the  queftions  which  man  ask.  of 
‘  a  beaji,  are  onlydis  own  Meditations.  A- 
gain,  the  creatures  teach  us,  when  we  in  Me- 
‘  ditation-  make  out  collections ,  and  draw 
‘  down  a  demonfir  ation  of  the  Power,  Wifdom, , 
'■  and Goodnefs  of  God  in  making  them,  or  of 
fthe  frailty  of  man  in  needing  them-.  Such 
\  ‘  Conclufions  and  Inferences,  arethe  teachings 
\  ‘oj  the  creatures,  ■  _ 

^  Common 


•  CoTniuon  Objedis  ('faith  anothtTj)  nay  be  in-  J  Mr.Manton. 
^rove^twomjfs;  viz.  In  an  argunentathe, 
am  in  a  reprefenfative  tpaji ;  bj  nafoningfron 
then,  and  by  viewing  the  refenblance  that  is 
betwixt  them  and Sp'intual matters. 

Fir  ft,  lnMecritationarguethua,as  inthe 

\prefent  cafe  and  Similitude  of  the  Jlpoftle.  If 
<j«  Huahandman  upon  the  ordinary  Principle  's 

af  reafon  cdnwait  for  the  Hdrveft,  [hall  not  I 
wait  for  the of  the  Lord? 'the  day  of 
Ff  ejhing  the  Corn  k  precious  to  him,  and  fo 

IS  the  coming  of  Chr'ift  to  me.  .  Shall  he  be  fa 
patient,  and indure  fo  muchfdr  a  little  Corn  ? 
andpot  I forthe  ^ingdom'df-^^^  , 

wiilmg  po  ftay  till,  all  caujg,  haw  had. their 
cperatio^,  till  he  hath  r eceivod the  former  and 
the  latmrain,mdfball  mtlftlihhedlmm 

Secondly,  'Jn  ■Meditation,,  maf^l  tht  refem- 


^  AH#? 

(tnJtoiL;^randt§^0fe^^^^ 
^ans. life  k  a  great  toil  f  'no'^- 
cellent  thing  can  be  obtidned.  witFout  hBour, 
fid ff  o^imttpaikncel f fee' tbd Seed  muft 
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Navigation 

rpiritualiz’d. 


ereit'canbring  forth' wiih, any  Increafe.  Our 
hopes  are  hidden^  light  kfom  for  the  righte^- 
ous\  all  our  comforts  are  buried  under  the 
clods ,  and  after,  all  thk  there  mujl  be  long 
waiting-,  we  cannot  fow  and  reap  in  a  day ; 
febis  cannot  follow till  all  neceffary  caufes 
have  fir fi  wrought.  Tk  not  in  the  power  ofHua- 
ban'dmen  to  ripen  fruits  at  pkafurcy  our  times 
'are  in  the'hands  of  God.,  therefore  Hkgood to 
wait'.,  along-fufering patience  will  reap  the 
defir  ed  fruit.  Thus  you  have  fome  hints  of  thk 
heavenly  Art  of  improving  the  Creatures. 

\  ■fhe''Motives  inducing  me  to  thk  undertak^.‘ 
metit.,  wasthe  Lords  owning.,  with  fome fuccefs 
my  labours  of  a  Uh^e  nature.,  together  with  the 
defire.  and  imlination  ( fiirred  up  in  me  ( I 
hope'^byjhe  'fipirit  of  the  lord),  to  devote  my 
vacant  hours  tohkfeirviceinthkliind^Icon- 
fidered,thatifthel^\izn{hes  in  a  blind  zeal  to', 
a  fablidn.,jcould'xompafs  Sea  and  Land  to  Pro- 
! felyu  men  toiheir:.party,jbough  thereby  they 
madHhemJktkn. fold  more  the  children  of  the 
Devil  than  b^re  t  .How  much  more  was  i obli¬ 
ged  by  true  ldve.to  God.,  and  zeal  to  the  ever- 
laflinghappihefs  of  fouls,  to  Uf^  utmofi  en¬ 
deavours.,  both  with  Sezmen  ahd  Husl)andmen, 

t  ‘  to 
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towintbemtoCbriJi^  and  thereby  make  them 
more  than  feventjhfeven-fold  happier  than  be- 
\fore?  Not  to  mention  other  incouragymentsto 
thkwork^  which  I  received  fiom  the  earnefi 
defires  offome  Reverend  and  worthy  Brethren 
inviting  thereunto ;  all  which  I  hope  the  event 
will  manifeji  to  be  a  cal  I  from  God  to  this  wqrk. 

I  confefs  I  met  with  fome  difcpuragersent  in 

my  firji  attempt,  from  my  urncquaintedneCs 
with  rural  affairs ;  andbecaufe  /  was  to  tra¬ 
vel  inapatb  (tomf)  untrodden',  but  having 
once  engaged  in  it,  thofe  difcojiragements  were 
joOn  Overcome ;  and  being  now  brought  to  what 
\you  here  fee,  I  offer  to  your  hands  thefe  firfi 

fruits  of  my  fpare  hours. 

t  prefume  you  will  account  it  no  difpar age- 
mem,  that  i dedicate  a  book,  of  Husbandry  to 
Gentlemen  of  your  quality.  '  Jhk  k  Spiritual 
usbandry,  which  is  here  taught  you',  and  yet 
tellyottjthat  great  perfpns  h^veaccount- 
edthat  chil  impioyment  'Cwhkb  tsmucb  infe- 
to  thhd  m  difpari^^^  The 

King  hirafelfisferved  bythefiRd,  EccleU.q, 
Vras  ^&DX.^nx\srenderstheBe\)tm  Text  Rex 

The  a 

to  th  field,  dud  of  KwgUzzi?hit  is  written, 

^  (j2.Chron. 


Andhi^  7-  ji,  Corn 

"Svmr  h-ptint,luUi  Roit>e,'_«  ^ 

ydwew  n.wii  irauderct  terra  laureate  vo- 

riicre,fcilicet  &  aratore  triura^^^^ 

life‘w7!i/7  felf  roj<9r(J>n:‘he  -Lourel 

\fhdrenHnd‘fhe'trmmph  . 

:ft  than  you  'ean  be  in  reading  lU 

'  Jl: 


7 II,. 

abundantly  recompenfed  the  fains. 

f  l^Rrafrnus  Obferhdtion  experimental- 

itffitudiAem  i'  ftudm  gravioni)®  contra- 

ftam--ab  iifdftli  ftudiis',  'fed  anKmoribus 

f ecreamaa  •,  -« 

faith  he')  when  they  have  wearied  their  jp 

A,  h  mokirii-o  JiMo"  ,„ 


^ fever  e  and  Knotty^  tofome  more  facile  and plea^ 

fantSubjtSi,} .  .  /  \  . 

I  But  to  hear  that  God  hath  ufed  (indhonou- 
\  red  thefe  papers  to  the  good  of  an)  foul,  will 
\ yield  me  the  highejl  content  and  fatisfahiion 
imaginable.  .  ^ 

May  you  but  learn  that  Leffon,  which  is  the 
general  Scope  andBefign  of  this  Book.,  viz. 
How  to  walk  rrith  God  from  day  to  day,  and 
make  the  fever al  Objebisjou  behold,  Scalse  & 
al«,  Wings  and  ladders  to  mount  your  fouls 
neerer  to  Him,  who  is  the  Center  of  all  bleffed 
Spirits.  How  much  will  it  comfort  me,  and 
confirm  my  hope,  that  it  was  the  Call  of  God 
indeed  which  put  me  upoti  thefe  endeavours  / 

'  0  Sirs  J  What  an  excellent  thing  would  it  be 
for  you,  to  make  fuch  holy  improvements  of  all 
thefe  earthly  ObjeSis  which  daily  incur  your 
fenfes,  andcaufe  them  to  proclaim  and  preach 
to  you  Divine  and  heavenly  Myfieries,  whilji 
others  make  them  groan ,  by  abufing  them  to 
fin,  and fubjeSiing  them  to  their  lujis.  A  man 
may  be  call  into  fuch  a  condition ,  wherein  he 
cannot  enjoy  the  bleffing  and  benefit  of  a  pious 
and  powerful  Mimfiry ;  but  you  cannot  (  or¬ 
dinarily')  fall  into  fuch  a  condition  wherein 


a  2 


any 
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anj  thing  (except  a  had  heartj  can  depriveyou 
of  \he  benefits  and  comforts  oftbofi  excellent 
Sermons  and  Divinity  Lehlures^wbich  the  crea¬ 
tures  here  of er  to  preach  and  read  to  you> 

Content  not  your  felves^jyefeech  you^  with 

that  natural fweetnefs  the  creatures  afordyfor 
thereof  the  beafis  are  capable ,  as  much ,  if  not 
,  morethan you ;  but  ufe  them  to  that  fpiritual 
1  ends  you  are  here  direpled^  and  they  will  yie  Id 
I  you  'a  fweetnefs  far  tranfeending  thofe  natural 
\  fweetnefs  you  ever  ‘telifhed  in  them',  and  in-  i 
\deed^  you  never  ufe  the  creatures  as  their  \ 
Lord’s,  tiliyou  come  to  fee  y  out  Lord  fin  and 
■by  them.  I confefs  the  dif cover  ies  oj  God  in  the 
World  are  far  more  excellent  deer  and  pow¬ 
erful  ;  hath  magnified  his  Word  above  all 
his  Name.  ^Ana  therm  are  the  unfearchable  j 
riches  'of  Chrift,'-  or  rich  difeoveries  of  that  i 
grace  that  hath  no  footfieps  in  nature ,  as  the 

Apofilesexpreffionfignifies^'E.^h.  3.8. 

And ifthat  which  might  be  known  of  God^ 
the  creatures ,  have  'men  without  excufe ;  as 
H'is  manifeftf  'Rotn.  'i  .  20,  How  ■inexcufab.le 
then  will 'thofe'\^- who  baveaeceived  not  only 
the'teaobings>of  fheicreaturefiutalfo  the  gr  ace 
^oftbeGojfelm  vain  I  How  lhall  we  'efoape,. 


rf  wen^lea  fo  falvation  ?  Thej  that 

of  grace,  jhMhffcech. 

Icfs  iTi  the  day  of  j udg^meutp 

lamfmfibkof  marr/Jefeasitt  tbefe  Papers 

they  bam  Joabtlds  a 
tafy  of  the  diflraaions  of  the  times  wherein 

'y  77  ;  r  ^as  I  willing  to  keep 

an^ occur atenefs] 

ri  ,  prematur  in  annum, 

bh  ?r^^l‘¥“*"»‘cb  longer  under  the 

Uut  I  fjtti  ‘i  “>  filicK  view ; 

u'U  L  ^f^^^oed  to  Solomons  counfel, 

a?ri  ^mi  t  doicwl* 

all  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  wifdom  nor 

th^arr^^’  whither 

tnou  art  going,  Ecclef  9. 10. 

,»  {T'rjf‘‘^‘”'‘*y<ffome  fuch  means 

to  be  ufed  for  the  wftruaion  and  conviaion 
ofcauntrepeople-,  who  either  are  not  capable 

at  le4,  are  left  .feaed with  tu^e  Propofici- 

m  Oifitlation 

m  Husbandry,  whereiu  ff  J  have  failed  in 

ufing 


:»'vV 
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ufwg  any  improper  exprejjion ,  your  candour 
Tx^ill  cover  it.  and  impute  it  to  my  unacquaint- 
ednefs  in  real  affairs  ~~lti  magnis  voluiiTe 

fat  eft. 

The  Reddicion,  or  Application,  jo«  mil 
find  C^bopeO  both  pertinent  andclofe.  7be 
RefleQ:ionsyer/o«5,  andfuch  (^aslhopej  your 
Confciences  mil  faithfully  improve,  ibavejhut 
up  every  chapter  mth  a  Foem,  an  innocent  bait 

to  catch  the  Readers  Soul 

Th'a  t  of  Herbert  is  experimentally  true. 

A  Verfc  may  find  him  that  a  Sermon  flies. 

And  turn  delight  into  a  Sacrifice. 

I  fhould never  have  been  per fvaded  Cefp^-:[ 

dally  in  this  fcribling  Age,  wherein  we  may^ 

complain  with  the  Poet.  ' 

Scribimusindoai,do9:iq;poemata  paffim) 

To  have  fet  my  dull  fancy  upon  the  Rack,  to 
\extort  a  Poem  to  entertain  my  Reader,',  for  I 
\cannot  fay  with  Ovid,  Sponte  fua  carmen, 
l(yc,  but  that  I  have  been  informed,  that  many 
\  Seamen  induced  by  the  pleafure  of  a  verfe,  have 
\taksn  much  pains  to  learn  the  Poems their 
by  heart  :\and  I  hope  both  the  Chil¬ 
dren  at  home,  and  the  Servants  in  the  fields. 


'9'*'  » 
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mil  learn  to  exerafe  themfelvds  thiTnafalfo 


Jluf  their  memories  with  obfcene  Ballads  and 
\ pithy  Songs^  which  corrupt  their  minds,'  andl 
difpofe  them  to  much  wickednefs,  by  irritating 
their  natural  corruption !  But  thefe  are  purer 

Pames,  you  will pnd  nothing  here  offuch  a  ten  • 
dency, 

Tis  guilt,  not  Poetry,  to  be  like  thofe 
Whofe  wit  in  verfe,is  dow.nrightfin  in  profe. 
Whofe  ftudies  are  Proftnenefi,  as  if'  then 
They  only' were  good  Poets,  when  bad  men 


/ Prall  add  no  more but  to  beg  that  God 

'  ^  IL  ^  TT^  .^7  /  •  V. 


who  inftruSieth  the  Husbandman  in  hk  civil 
Calling,  to  teach  him  wifdom  fpiritually  to 
improve  it ;  and  particularly,  that  you  may 
reap  a  crop  of  nuch  fpiritual benefit,  from  that 


'feed  which  k  here  fown  by  the  hand  of  the 


Lords  unprofitable  fervant,  and  in  him. 


Your  very  affeej-icnafe 
!  Friend  and  Servantj 


John  Flavell. 


TO 


\CHKlSriAN  liEADER. 

THere  are  three  things  wherein  ( as  it  hath 
been  faid,  long  before  my  day )  the  ex- 
etcileof  Godlinels  doth  chiefly  confift: 
I  Prayer,  Temptation,  Meditation.  Me- 

j  ditation  is  the  Subjeft  of  this  following  Manual. 
I  The  Objed  of  Meditation  is  twofold.  Firft,  The 
I  Word :  Secondly ,  The  Works  of  God.  The 
I  Works  of  God  are  twofold.  Firft,  Internal.  Se¬ 
condly,  External.  The  External  works  of  God  are 
twofold.  Firft,  Of  Creation:  Secondly,  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  The  works  of  Providence  are  likewife  two¬ 
fold.  Firft,  In  thin^  Civil,  the  Lord  ordering  and 
I  over-ruling  all  the  affairs  and  motions  of  Angle  Per- 
Ibns,  Families  and  Nations,  in  a  lublerviency  to  his 
own  moft  holy  Ends,  Defigns  and  Purpofe :  Se¬ 
condly,  Jh  things  Natural,  the  Lord  inftrufting  the 
Husbandman  to  dilcretion,  and  teaching  him  how 
to  Drefs  and  Till  the  Earth,  that  it  may  give  Seed 
to  the  Sower,  and  Bread  to  the  Eater  5  as  allb  how 
to  breed  up  and  manage  the  Beafts  of  the  field, 
both  greater  and  leffer  Cartel,  for  the  ufe  and  ler- 
vice  of  Man.  '  . 

Meditation  upon  this  lower  part  of  the  Works 

'  [*]  of 
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of  God,  and  his  wonderful  Providences  about  theiiio 
tnav  raife  our  fouls  very  high  ^  and  while  we  wifely 
conTider  thefe  natural  things,  we  may  grow  more 
and  more  wife,  in  and  for  Spirituals  and  Eternals. 

The  worthy  and  ingenious  Author  of  the  enluing 
Difeourfe,  hath  fupplied  us  with  an  excellent  help 
for  the  Spiritualizing  of  the  providential  Works  of| 
God  in  natural  things,  by  Godly  Meditations  5  we 
chiefly  want  the  help  of  the  holy  Spirit  (  without 
which  all  other  helps  and  helpers  are  altogether  in- 
fufficient')  to  frame  and  wind  up  our  hearts,  tor  this, 
both  profitable  and  delightfhl  duty  ^  yet  the  hdp 
which  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  give  us  for  our  direa:i- 
on  init,  by  the  Miniftry  of  man,  is  not  only,  not  to 
be  refufed,  but  thankfolly  received  and  improved  ^ 
and  all  little  enough  to  bring  our  hearts  to,-  or  keep 
them  at  this  work:  The  beft  of  Saints  (on  this  fide 
heaven  >  have  (though  they  are  not  earthly  minded) 
much  earth  in  their  minds,  which  like  a  heavy  dog 
at  their  heels,  or  a  weight  at  their  hearts,  prefleth 
them  down  when  they  would  make  an  Ellay  to 
mount  upward  in  Meditation.  We  find  it  no-eafie 
matter  to  keep  off  earthly  thoughts,  when  we  are 
moft  ferioufly  engaged  in  heavenly  work^  how  hard 
is  it  tl^  to  get  in,  and  be  fixed  upon  heairemy 
thoughts  while  we  are  -  engaged  about  earthly 
work  5  yea,are  (for  fois  the  Husbandman  )wor  mg 
the  very  earth,  and  raking  in  the  bowels  it.  is 
a«reat  part  of  of  oufholinds  tobe  (pmtually  mind¬ 
ed,  while  we  are  converfing  with  God  through 
fus  Chrift  in  fpidtual  duties  j  but  to  be  Ipiritually 
minded,  and  to  mind  (piritual  things,  when  we  are 

cbnver  fii^  with  the  dods  of  the  earth,  and  the 

rows 


.-j:s3sassissai^  . . 


To  the  Chrijiian  Ueader* 


rows  of  the  field ,  when  we  have  to  do  with  Corn 
and  Grafi,  with  Trees  and  Plants,  with  Sheep  and 
Oxen,  when  we  behold  the  birds  and  fowls  of  the 
Air ,  the  Worms,  and  all  that  creep  upon  the 
ground  ,  then  ( I  lay  )  to  be  Ipiritually  minded, 
and  thence  to  have  our  thoughts  afcending  and 
(baring  up  to  God,  in  heart-affefting  and  quick- 
ning  contemplations,  witnefleth  an  high  degree  of 
holinels,  and  of  gracious  attainments.  To  make  a 
ladder  out  of  earthly  materials,  for  the  railing  of  our 
felves  in  Ipirit  up  to  heaven,  is  the  Art  of  Arts. 
Holy  and  happy  indeed  are  they !  who  (  being 
taught  of  God  )  have  learned  this  Art,  and  live  in  the 
daily  pradice  of  it.  Earthly  objeftsulually  hinder  us 
in  our  way,  fometimes  turns  us  quiteout  of  our  way 
to  heaven.  Many  plow  and  fow,  dig  and  delve  the 
earth,  tilltheir  hearts  become  as  earthly  as  the  earth 
it  lelf :  many  deal  about  the  beafts  of  the  field,  till 
themfelves  become  even  bruitilh.  Is  it  not  then  a  blef 
fed  defign  which  this  Author  aims  and  drives  at,  lb 
to  Ipiritualize  all  forts,  or  the  vohok  compajs  of  earth¬ 
ly  Husbandry,  that  all  forts  of  Husbandmen  may  be¬ 
come  Ipiritual  and  heavenly  ?  It  feems  to  me  a  token 
for  good,thatG<»fi  hath  an  intendment  offome  Ipeci- 
algood  to  the  fouls  of  liich  as  are  by  profeflion  pro¬ 
per  Husbandmen.,  feeing  he  hath  lately  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  two  faithful  Minifters  (  who  with  all  of  that 
profcffion,are  Husbandmen  in  a  figure)to  undertake, 
though  in  a  different  way,  this  lubjeft,  and  to  publilh 
their  labours  in  print,  that  they  maybe  of  ufe,  not 
only  for  the  prefent  age,  but  for  pofterity. 

And.  that  the  Husbandman,  may  be  pleafed ,  as 
well  as  profited,  in  perufing  the  labours  of  this  Au- 
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Mr.  Richard 
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Totbe  Cbrijiiaa  Reader, 
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thor,  he  hath,  with  fingular  aptnefi  and  acutenels, 
contrived  and  contrafted  the  lum  or  Icope  of  every 
Chapter  into  an  elegant  Diftich  or  pair  of  Verfes, 
placed  at  the  head  of  it,  and  concluded  it  with  a 
choice  melodious  Poem  fuitable  to,  and  dilating  up¬ 
on  the  whole  matter  of  it.  Thefe  the  Husbandman, 
who  can  but  read,  may  quickly  learn  and  fing  for 
his  folace,  inftead  of  thofe  vain  Ballads  and  corrup¬ 
ting  Rimes,  which  many  of  that  rank  are  apt  to  buy, 
and  folace  themfelves  withal,  without  any  benefit, 
yea,  much  to  their  hurt,  making  their  hearts  more 
corrupt,  carnal  and  vain  thereby. 

Let  me  add  one  word  more  to  the  Reader.  This 
Book  of  Husbandry  Spiritualized^  is  not  calculated 
only  for  the  common  Husbandman  5  perfons  of  any 
calling  or  condition,  may  find  the  Authb'r  working 
out  filch  fearching  Refleftions  and  ftrong  Convifti- 
ons,  from  almoft  every  part  and  particular -of  the 
Husbandmans  work,  as  may  prove,  if  faithfully  im¬ 
proved,  very  ufefiil  to  them  3  tofbme  for  their  awa¬ 
kening,  to  confider  the  ftate  of  their  fouls,  whether 
in  grace  or  in  nature  5  to  others  for  their  inftruftion, 
confolation  and  encouragement  in  the  ways  of 
1  grace  ,  as  alfo  for  their  proficiency  and  growth  in 
I  thofe  wayes.  That  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord^  and.  , the 
breathings  of  his  good  Spirit  may  go  out  with  it,'  for 
all  thole  gracious  purpqfes,  is  the  hearts  defire  and 
prayer  of  him,  who  is,  ^ 

Chrifiian  Reader, 

A  ftneere  welUmJher  to  thy  precis 
OHS  and  immortal  foul^ 

j  -  ,  . 

JOSEPH  CARTL. 
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To  his  B^everend  and  learned  Friend^ 
ikfr.  John  Flavell,  on  his  Sfiritual 

iSlavigationandHushandryi 


LEtters  of  Matt  to  his  dear  Servants  given. 

By  him  that  fifts  the  ruffling  winds  of  heaven : 
To  fight,  and  take  as  fuch  as  would  not  daign. 
r’acknowledge  him  the  Seas  great  Soveiaign. 
He  lanch’d  his  little  Fiftace^  and  began 
T’attaque  the  vaffals  of  Leviathan, 

Aufpicious  gales  fwelling  his  winged  Sails, 

Searches  all  creeks,  and  qvery  Bank  he  hails. 

That  fcarce  a  Ship  our  Weftern  Coafts  afford 
Which  his  brave  F inace  hath  not  laid  aboard. 

And  what  among  our  Riddles  fome  might  count,  ^ 
Was  feen  at  once  at  Barmck^  and  the  Mount, 

Yea,  in  more  Port/ hath  in  one /«/fre  been, 

Than  Drak^e^  ot  Cavendijhh^vckcm 

And  Prizes  of  more  worth  brought  home  again, 

Than  all  the  Flate-fleets  of  the  Kings  of  Spain^r 
But  that  which  makes  the  wonder  fwell  the  more,. 
Thofe  whom  he  took  were  Beggars  all  before. 

But  refts  he  here  ?  No,  no,  our  friend  doth  know 
.  ^  ^*Iis  good  to  have  two  firings  unto  hu  Bow, 

Our  rare  Amphihton  loves  not  to  be  pent 
Within  the  bounds  of  one  poor  Element, 

Befidesthe  learned  Author  underftood, 

"  That  of  an  idle  hand  there  corned  no  good^  \ 

The  Law  to  him  no  Fulfit  doth  allow. 

And  now  he  cannot  Freach^  be  means  to 


Though  Treachwg  were  a  crime,  yet  he  forefaw 
Againft  the  Tlon>man  there  could  be  no  Law. 

Nor  ftayesheon  Refplves,  but  out  of  hand 
He  yoaks  his  Teem,  plows  up  the  ftubborn  Land  : 

Sows  it  with  precious  Seed,harrows  again 
The  tougher  clods  :  takes  pleafure  in  his  pain. 

Whilft  Orfhe^s  like,  (  which  d0th  his  Art  advance)  *  ' 
Rocks,  Fields,  ,afler  hu  fipcdQdanc€^ 

Induflrious  fpirit,  to  what  a  rich  account 
i  With  thy  blcft  Lord,  will  all  thefc  labours  mount  ? 

That  every  nerve  of  thy  bleft  foul  doft  ply, 

T o  further  heavens  Spiriiual  Htabandry.  1 ' 

This  Wnd  of  T illagc  which  thou  tcachcjft  us.  f 

W as  never  dreamt  of  by  ^riptolemut. 

Go  Reader,  turn  the  leaves ».  and  me  allow  . 

To  pray  (  whilft  at  thy  work  ) ,  God  fpeedtbe  ?lom 

<  i  ‘ 
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Nicholas  Watts. 
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LEt  Paraceljtis  and  Van-Helmonts  name. 

No  more  ride  triumph  on  the  wings  of  fame. 
Lo,  here’s  a  C^j'w/yJwhofe  diviner  skill 
Doth  hallowed^  from  unhallow’d  things  diftilL 
Spiritualized  Sea  affairs  agen,  *  - 

Makes  the  rude  ground  turn  T utor  unto  men. 

Shews  Mariners  as  by  a  Compafs  how 
They  may  unto  the  Port  of  Glory  row. 

Teacheth  the  Plowmen  from  their  work  to  know 
What  duties  unto  God  and  nian  they  ow.  ' 

Rare  Artift !  who  when  many  tongues  are  mute 
Mak’ft  things  that  are  inanimate,  confute 
The  Angels  fins  >  by  prcaching  unto  eyes, 

Truths  which  in  other  modes  their  ears  defpifei 
Profper  his  pious  Laboufs,  Lord  •  ^however,. 

Do  not  forget  to  crown  the  Labourer.  \  : 

'  'b 


T 0  his  Reverend  and  invaluable  Friend 

Mr.  J.  F.  u^on  his  Husbandry 
Sprituali^ed. 

«  ^ 

*  .  / 
r  *  t 

INgcnious  Sir,  what  do  I  fee?  what  now  ! 

Are  you  come  from  the  Pulpit  to  the  Plow  ? 

If  fo ,  then  pardon  me  if  I  profefs  i 

The  Plow  deferves  to  be  fent  to  the  Prefs. 

.’Tis  not  long  finceyou  went  to  Sea  they  fay, 

Compos’d  a  ^  Compafs  which  dire<as  the  way  , 

And  fleers  the  courfe  to  heaven,  O  bleft'  Art  i 
And  bravely  done,  that  you  did  that  impart 

To  us,  who  take  it  kindly  at  your  hand. 

And  blefs  the  Lord  that  you  are  come  to  Land. 

To  be  an  Husbandman  wherein  your  skill 
With  admiration  doth  yout'Readers  fill. 

One  grain  will  yieid  inCreafe,  it’s  ten  times  ten. 

When  th’earth’s  manur’d  by  fuch  Husbandmen. 

AVe  may  expect  rich  harvefts,  and  full  crops, 

•W  hen  heavenly  dew  defeendeth  in  fuch  drops, 

.  Of  fpiritual  rain,  to  Heater  every  field 

That  It  full  heaps  of  grace  to  Ood  may  yield. 

I  muft  adore  the  wifdom  of  that  God 

That  makes  men  wife,  who  even  from  a  clod  \ 

Of  earth  canraife  fuch  heavenly  Meditation 
Unto  a  pitch  of  higheft  elevation. 

Befides,  I  mark  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord 

■  Peforrming  unto  us  his  faithful  Word, 

y 

Tha 


N, 


That  all  (hall  work  for  good  unto  the  Saints 

Which  in  fotne  tneafure  IcfTens  our  complaints. 

For  though  our  Pulpit  mercies  be  grown  lefs, 

We  have  fome  gracious  helps  yet  from  the  Prefs* 

And  herein  all  the  world  may  plainly  fee. 

That  faithful  fervants  will  not  idle  be. 

We  have  fome  bricks,  although  the  ftraw  begone. 

The  Church  at  laft  (hall  be  of  polilht  (lone. 

What  ever  men  or  Devils  a6t,  or  fay, 

Sion  at  laft  will  have  a  glorious  day. 

The  wretched  muck- worm  that  from  morn  to  night 
Labours  if  ’twere  for  an  heavenly  weight, 

And  when  he  hath  got  all  he  can,  the  moft 
Amounts^ to  little  more  than  a  poor  cruft 

To  feed  his  tired  carkafe,  if  himfelf 

Have  by  his  karking  gof  a  little  pelf 
Leave  it  he  muft  to  one  he  knows  not  whom^ 

And  then  muft  come  unto  eternal  doom 
And  here  his  poor  neglecfted  wretched  foul 
Tell  him  at  laft  that  he  hath  play’d  the  fool. 

But  here  he’s  taught  how  he  before  he  dye 
May  lay  up  treafure  for  eternity. 

Wherein  he  may  be  rich,  yea,  much  more 
"Than  they  that  do'poftefs  whole  mines  of  Oar. 

When  earth’s  more  worth  than  heaven, and  gold  than  grace 
Then  let  the  worldling  run  his  bruitilh  race, 

But  not  before,  unlefs  he  do  intend 
To  meet  with  foul- deftru(ft ion  in  the  end. 

But  I  muft  leave  him,  and  return  again 
To  gratulate  the  Author  for  his  pain. 

And  here  I  can’t  forbear  to  let  my  pen 
To  tell  the  world  of  all  the  Husbandmen 
cr’e  I  met,  he,  he  hath  hit  the  vein 
To  jccompence  the  Labourers  hard  pain, 

And  taught  him  how  to  get  the  greateft  gain. 

Wherein  he  treads  a  path  not  trod  before. 

By  which  indeed  his  skill  appears  the  more. 


I  might  Emcomiums  give  him  great  and  true. 


And  yet  come  (hort  of  'what’s  his  due. 

But  I  muft  not  walk  in  forbidden  wayes  '  - 

For  thereby  I  am  fare  I  (hould  difpleafc 
His  pious  mind,  who  doth  and  freely  can 
Give  all  the  praife  to  the  great  Husbandman, 
who  will  his  graces  in  his  fervants  own,  . 

But  doth  exped  himfelf  .to  wear  the  Crown,  - ; 
Farewell  dear  Sir,  1  take  my  leave,  and  now 
Will  fay  no  more  but  this,  God  /peed  the 


Edward  Jeffery. 
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•  _  , 

Intelligent  Countrey  READER. 

HOZ)  hajl  here  the  fruit  of  feme  ofmj 
I  'Jpare  hours;  which  were  thus  mploj/ed^ 
,  wh^tihy  it  jad  providence  I  was  thruU 
from  the  fociety  of  many  dear  friends , 
into  a  folitary  countrey  dwelling,  I  hope 
none  will  envy  me  thef^  innocent  delights^ 
which  I  made,  out  of  my  ' lonely  walks ^  whereby  the  Lord 
fweetned  my  folitudes  there^  ffTk  lik§,  thou  wilt  find, 
fome  pajjages  here^  that  are  harmlejly  pleafant  ^  yet  I  of- 
Jure  thee^ .  1  k^ww  of  none  that  the  mofl  Cynical*  Read¬ 
er  can  cenjure  as  (in fully  light  and  vain,  Tmufi,-  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  the  praife  of  G.od^  that  I  have  found  fome^. 
ofthofe  (which  fojjibly  fome  of  my  Reader  s"  will  cal  A 
the  JJighteJl  and  mofl  trifling  fubje&s  of  meditatioiz} 

L  2 "]  to 


to  be  the  Orditititiccs  for  Inftruftion,  Caution,  a»d 
Confolation  to  my  own  foul:  yea,  fuch  a  degree  of  com- 
fort,  Ido  profefs,  to  have  found  by  thefe  things,  as  hath 
much  endeared  the  country  life  to  me,  and  made  me  much 
better  to  underjiand  that  faying  of  Horace,  than  when  I 
learn  d  it  at  fchool, 

Noviftine  locum  potiorem  rure  beato  > 

E(t  ubi  plus  tempeant  by  ernes?  ubi  gratior  aura? 

O  rus,  quanda  te  adlpiciam  ?  quandoque  licebit  ^ 
i  Nunc  veterum  libris,  nuncfomno,  &inertibushortis 
Ducerc  folicitas  jucunda  oblivia  vita?,  ( 

What  life  can  with  the  Countrey  life  compare  ? 

Where  breath's  the  purejl,  and  mojl  healthful  Air. 

Where  uridifturb'd,  my  fludies  I  purfue 
And  when  I  Jleep,  bid  all  my  cares  adieu. 

And  what  I  have  found  fo  beneficial  to 
not  but  think.may  be  fo  to  others.  I  ajjure  thee  Reader,  1 
am  not  fond  of  any  of  thefe  conceptions  j  and  yet  I  thjn^\ 
I  may  modejlly  enough  fay,  that  the  emptieft  leaf  m  this  i 
book  may  fervefor  more  and  better  ufes  than  a  meer  di- 
I  verfton,  when  thou  canjl  find  leifure  to  perufe,  it,  I  know 
yoftr  troubles  and  cares  are  many,  and  though  your  con¬ 
dition  of  life  hath  many  innocent  comforts,  and  outward 
mercies  to  fweeten  it,  yet  I  believe  moji  of  you  have  found, 
that  ancient  faying  of  Anaxion  experimentally  true. 

Some  bitter  troubles  Countrey  men  do 

^^herewitb  the  Lord  doth  intermix  their  (weet* 

•  >  * 

The  cares  of  your  minds,  are  commonly  no  lefs  than 

the  pains  of  your  Bodies  j  it  concerns  you  therefore,  to 
,  ^  Iweeten 


<  II.  ■  J  —  — — — ■  '  '  '  ■  ■  • .......  ^ 

The  Epiftle  to  the  Reader^ 

(weeten  what  you  camiot  avoid  3  a^d  I  know  no.hetter 
way  for  that  than  what  is  here  dire&ed  to.  0  friends  ! 
what  advantages  have  you  for  a  fpiritml  life.^  Why  may 
yon  not  have  two  harvefls  every  year  .<?  one  for  yoitr 
\fouls^  another  for  your  bodies  3  if  you  coidd  thus  learn 
I  to  Husband  your  Husbandry.  Methinks  Jpi ritual  Me- 
\  ditations  do  even  put  themjelves  upon  you.  Husbandmen 
of  old  7vere  generally  prefamed  to  be  honejl  and  ^ood 
men  3  what  elfe  means  that  faying  fj/Menander^A^foTjc©- 

ilvcUT^OSTnt'^  TTCVi^Q-  ’  .  .  :  • 

f 

.4  \  .  V  ^ 

Profefs  thy  felf an  Husbandman,  .  - 

And  wicked  too!  believ’t  that  can. 


1 


What  you  are^  godly  or  wicked  is  not  for  me  (" that  am 
a  fir  anger  to  mojiofyou)  to  determine:^  hut  if  you  are 
not  godly  yt  is  my  defare  and  defagn  to  makg  you  fa  3  and  I 
could  not  think^  on  a  more  probable  means  to  accomplijh 
fais  honejl  deftgn^  than  what  I  have  here  ufed.  Methinks 
it  Jhould  he  a  pleafare  to  you^  when  you  come  weary  out  of 
the  fields  from  Plow^  or  any  other  labour^  to  fat  down  in 
the  evenings  and  read  that  chapter  which  concerns  that 
particular  bufanefs^  and  r^freih  your  Souls  even  from  that 
which  hath  WQZxitd  your  hodiits.  Were  your  hearts  but  ^ 
heavenly  ^and  more  time  allowed  for  Jpiritual  Husbandry^ 
your  inward  comforts  would  be  much  more^and  your  out¬ 
ward  gains  not  a  jot  lefs  3  for  if  the  faccefs  of  all  your 
civil  labours  and  imployments  depend  upon  the  pleajure 
andwill  of  God (^as  all  that  are  not  At  heijls  do  acknow¬ 
ledge  J  then  certainly.,  your  bufanefs  can  facced  ?iever  the 
worfa^  for  your  endeavours  to  pleafe  him^  uponwhofe 
pleafare  it  fa  intirely  depends,  Lhave  many  times  lifted 
up  my  heart  to  heaven.,  whilji  thefe  papers  were  under  my 

hand 
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fora fpecial  blejfing  to  accompany  them^  when 
they  Jhould  he  in  yours.  If  the  Lord  accomplifi  my  de^ 
fires  hy  themuponyour  fouls^  you  Jhall enjoy  two  heavens^ 
one  here^  and  another  hereafter.  Would  not  that  be 
fweet  ?  The  ]d\^ox\2in  tells  us^  that  'Altitius ‘Serarius 
was  fowing  Corn  in  the  fields  when  Gincinnatus 

came  to  him  bare  headed^  with  letters  from  the  Senate, 
pgnifying  that  he  was  chofen  to  the  Diftatorfhip.  I hope 
the  Lord  will  fo  hlefs  and  Jucced  thefe  labours^  that  ma- 
ny  of  you  will  he  called  from  holding  the  Plow  on  earthy 
to  wear  the  Crown  of  glory  in  Heaven  5  which  is  the 
fwceredepre 

,  '  .  Of 

Your  hearty  well- willier 

».  *-•  i"'-'*  .  * 

John  Flavell. 

.  V  '  . .  .  X  •  -..j . 
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Author  to  the  Reader. 


COme  you  whofe  liftning  ears  do  even  itch. 

To  hear  the  way  preferib’d  of  growing  richi  ^ 
Tie  (hew  you  how  to  make  your  Tenements 
Ten  thoufand  times  more  worthjand  yet  your  rents 
Not  rais’d  a  farthing  >  here  my  Reader  fees, 

A  way  to  make  his  dead  and  barren  trees 
Yield  precious  fruit,  his  Sheep  though  ne’re  fo  bad 
Bear  golden  fleeces,  fuch  ne’re  Jafon  had. 

In  every  thing  your  gain  fball  more  than  double, 

And  all  this  had  with  far  lefs  toil  and  trouble. 

Methinks,  I  hear  thee  fay  this  cannot  be, 

Tie  ne’re  believe  it ;  well,  read  on  and  fee. 

Reader,  hadfl  thou  but  fenfes  exercis’d 
To  judge  aright ;  were  fpiritual  things  but  priz’d 
At  their  juft  value,  thou  wouldft  quickly  fay 
’Tis  fo  indeed  >  thou  wouldft  not  go  thy  way 
Like  one  that’s  difappointed,  and  foiling 
The  book  afide,  I  thought  fame  fuch  things 

Time  was  when  Countrey  Chriftians  did  afford, 

More  hours  and  pains  about  God’s  holy  Word  i 
Witnefs  the  man  who  did  moft  gladly  pay 
For  fome  few  leaves  his  whole  Cart  load  of  Hay. 
j  And  time  (hall  be  when  heavenly  truth  that  warms  ^ 
The  heart  (hall  be  prefer’d  before  your  Farms. 

When  Holinefs  as  facred  Scripture  tells. 

Shall  be  engraven  on  the  Horfes  bells. 

Lord  haften  onthofe  much  defired  times  ? 

And  to  that  purpofe  blefs  thefe  Rural  Rimes. 


THE 


PROEM- 
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Tz  art  Gods  Husbandry* 


-ii 


H  E  fcope  and  defign  of  the  following 
Chapters,  being  the  fpiritual  improve¬ 
ment  of  Husbandry,  it  will'  be  necelTa- 
ry  by  way  of  Vtoem^  to  acquaint  the 
Reader  with  the  Foundation  and  gene¬ 
ral  Rules  of  this;  Art  in  the  Scriptures, 
thereby  to  procure  greater  refpedf  un¬ 
to,  'and  prevent  prejudice  againft  com- 
pofures  of  this  kind.  - 

To  this  end  I  (hall  entertain  the  Reader  a  little  while  upon 
what  this  Scripture  affords  us,  which  will  give  a  fair  intro- 
du(^ion  to  the  following  difcourfe. 

The  Apoflle’s  fcope  in'the'context  being  to  check  and  re- 
prefs  the  vainglory  and  emulation  of  the  Corinthians^  who 
inftead  of  thankfulnefs  for?  and  an  humble  and  diligent  ira- 
provernent  of  the  excellent  blefhngsof  the  Miniliry  5  turned 
all  into  vain  ofientation  and  emulation,  one  preferring 
and  another  A  folios^  in  the  mean  time  depriving  themfelves 
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of  the  choice  bleffings  they  might  have  received  from  them 
both. 

To  cure  this  growing  mifchief  in  the  CburcheSj  he  checks 
their  vanity,  and  difcovers  the  evil  of  fuch. practices  i  by  fe- 
veral  Arguments ,  amongft  which  this  is  one. 

.  Te  are  Gods  Husbandry^  q,  d^  ' 

What  are  ye,  but  a  field,  or  plot  of  ground,  to  be  manured 
iand  cultivated  for  God  ?  and  what  are  ?aul^  Afollo^  and  Ce- 
phas^  but  fo  many  work-men  and  labourers,  imployed  by 
God,  the  great  Husbandman  to  plant  and  water  )  ou  all  ^ 

If  then,  you  fhall  glory  in  fpme,  and  defpire  others,  you 
take  the  ready  way  to  deprive  your  felves  of  the  benefits  and 
mercies  you  mrghi  receive  from  the  foynt  Minifify  of  them 
all.  God  hath  ufed  me  to  plant  you,  and  Apollo  to  water  you  s 
you  are  obliged  to  blefs  him  for  the  Minifiry  of  both,  and  it 
will  be  your  (in  if  you  defpife  either.  If  the  work-men  be 
difcouraged  in  their  labours,  ’fis  the  field  that  lofes  and  fuf- 
fers  by  it  j  fo  that  the  worck^are  a  fimihtude,^  ferving  to  il- 

lufirate  the  Relation*  A c  /  ; 

1.  Which  the  Churches  have  to  God. 

2.  Which  God’s Minifiers  h^ve  to  the  Churches. 
The  relation  betwixt  God  and  them,  is  like  that  of  an 

Husbandman  to  his  ground  or  tillage.  Thegreek  word  figni- 
fjes  Gods  ^  Arahle^^  ' ox  that  plot  of  ground  which  God  ma¬ 
nures  by  the  Miniftijy.pf  and  l*'^acbers. 

It  ferves  ta  illuhrate  th(2 ,  relation  that  Ae  Minifiers  of 
Chrift  fufiain  to  tjie  Churches,  which  is  like  that  of  the  Hus¬ 
bands  fervants  to  him,  and  his  fields  ^  which  excellent  notion 
carries  in  it  the  perpetual  necellity  of  a  Gofpel-Miniftry.  (For 
what  fruit  can  be  expected  where  there  are  none  to  till  the 
ground  ?  ^  As  alfo  the  djligence  ,  accountablenefs ,  and  re¬ 
wards,  which  thefe  labourers  are  to  give  to,  and  receive 
from  God,  the  great  Husbandman*  All  runs  into  this. 

That  the  life  and  imployment  of  an  Husbandman ,  ex¬ 
cellently  fhadows  forth  the  relation  betwixt  God  and 
his  Church ,  and  the  relative  duties  betwixt  its  Mi- 
nifiers  and  Members. 

Or  more  briefly  thus* 

■’  •  The. 
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The  Church  is  Gods  Husbandry,  about  w'hichhis 
Miniflers  are  imployed. 

I  (hall  not  here  obferve  tny  ufual  Method,  ( intending  no 
more  but  a  Preface  to  the  following  Difcourfe  )  but  only 
open  the  particulars  v;herein  the  refemblance  confifts  >  and 
then  draw  fome  Corollaries  from  the  whole.  The  fird  I 
(hall  difpatch  in  thefe  twenty  particulars  following. 

I'hc  Husbandman  purchafes  his  fields,  and  gives  a  valua¬ 
ble  confideration  for  them,  j^^r.  32.P,  ro. 

So  hath  God  purchafed  his  Church  with  a  full  valuable 
price,  even  the  precious  blood  of  his  own  Son,  20.  28. 
Feed  the  Church  ofGod^  vphich  he  hath  purchafedy  or  acquired 
mth his  orvn  blood,  O dear-bought  inheritance,  how  much 
doth  this  befpeak  its  worth  ?  or  rather  the  high  efteem  God 
hath  of  it,  to  pay  down  blood,  and  fuch  blood  for  it  i  never 
was  any  inheritance  bought  at  fuch  a  rate ;  every  particular 
elcd  perfon,  and  none  but  fuch  as  are  comprehended  in  this 
purchafe,  the  reft  ftill  remain  in  the  Devils  right.  Sin  made 
a  forfeiture  of  all  to  Juftice,  upon  which  Satan  entred  and 
and  took  pofleflion,  and  as  a  ftrong  man  armed,  keeps  it  in 
them,  Luks  1 2 1.  butupon  payment  of  this  fum  to  Juftice, 
the  EIe(^  (who  only  are  intended  in  this  purchafe)  pa(s  over 
into  Gods  right  and  propriety,  and  now  are  neither  Satans, 
ACts  25, 18.  nor  their  own,  i  Cor,  6,  ip,  but  the  Lords 
peculiar.  1  Pet  2.5.  And  to  (hew  how  much  they  are  his 
own,  youhavetwo/><?j[r^j|7?t^ejinoneverfe.  Cant.  8.  12.  My 
vineyardy  which  is  mine  is  before  me,  Mine^  which  vs  mine. 

Husbandmen  divide  and  feparate  their  own  Lands  from 
other  mens,  they  have  their  Land-marks  and  boundaries,  by 
which  propriety  is preferved,  Veut,  27.17.  Prov.  22.28. 

So  are  the  people  of  God  wonderfully  feparated  and  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  Pfal,  4.  3.  ^he 
Lord  hath  fit  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  himfelf  and  the  Lord 
l^noweth  who  are  his^  2  Lim.  2.  ip.  It  is  a  fpecial  adf  of  grace, 
to  be  inclofed  by  God  out  of  the  wafte  howlingvwildernefs  of 
the  world,  Veut,  33.15,  This  God  did  intentionally^  in  the 
decree  before  the  world  was  >  which  decree  is  executed  in 
their  fandification  and  adoption. 
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Corn-fields  are  carefully  fenced  by  the  Husbandman  with 
hedges  and  ditches,  topreferve  their,  fruits  from  beads  that 
would  other  wife  over-run  and  deftroy  them — Non  minor 
ej}  virtvts  quamqu^rere  partatueri.  It  is  as  good  Husbandry  to 
keep  what  we  have,  as  to  acquire  more  than  we  had. 

A/y  TPeU-heloUtd  hath  a  vineyard  in  a  very  fruitful  hilly  and  he 

fenced  it^  Ifa.  5.1,2.  No  inheritance  is  better  defended  and 
fecured  than  the  Lords  inheritance,  Ffah  125.2.  .Js  the 
mountains  are  round  about  Jerufalemfo  the  Lord  is  roundabout 
hif  people.  So  careful  is  he  for  their  fafety,  that  he  createth  upon 
every  dwelling  place  of  mount  Sion,  and  upon  her  ajfemblies^  a 
cloud  and  fmoak^  by  day^  &  the  Jhining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  nighty 
for  upon  all  the  glory  jh all  be  a  defence^  Ifa.  4.5.  Not  a  particular 
Saint  but  is  hedged  about  and  inclofed  in  arms  of  power  and 
love.  Job  1,10,  Ihou  haft  made  a  hedge  about  him.  The  Devil 
fain  would,  but  by  his  own  confeifion  could  not  break  over 
that  hedge  to  touch  Job^  till  Gods  permiilion  made  a  gap  for 
him:  Yea,  he  not  only  makes  an  hedge,  but  a  wall  about 
them,  and  that  of  fire,  Zech,2,^,  Sets  a  guard  of  Angels  to  en¬ 
camp  round  about  them  that  fear  him^  Ffal,  3  4.7.  and  will  not 
truft  them  with  a  fingle  guard  of  Angels  neither,  though 
their  power  be  great,  and  love  to  the  Saints  as  great  i  but 
watches  over  them  himfelf  alfo,  Ifa.  27.2,3.  Sing  ye  unto  hesy 
a  vineyard  of  red  wine^  I  the  Lord  do  k^ep  it^  I  will  water  it  every 
moment  \  left  any  hurt  it^  J  will  keep  it  night, and  day. 

Husbandmen  carry  out  their  Compodi  to  fertilize  their 
arable  ground,  they  dung  it,  drefs  it,  and  keep  it  in  heart  *, 
and  in  thefe  weftern  parts  are  at  great  charges  to  bring  lime , 
and  fait  water  fand  to  quicken  their  thin  and  cold  foyl. 

Lordjet  it  alone  this  year  alfoytill  I  JhaU  dig  about  it  and  dung 
it and  if  it  hear  fruit  well ftf  not ^  cut  it  doivn,,  Luke  13.8. 
O  the  rich  dreffing  which  God  beftows  upon  his  Churches  I 
they  are  coflly  fields  indeed,  drelTed  and  fertilized,  not  only  by 
precious  Ordinances  and  Providences,  but  alfo  by  the  fweat, 
yea,  blood  of  the  difpenfers  of  them.  Londoners  (fath 
Mr.  LockierJ  are  trees  rvatred  choicely  indeed  \  ^tis  jtoried  0 
the  F aim-tree  .that  at  its  ftrji  tranfplanting  into  Italy, 
'twas  watred  with  wine  ,  Jj  canpjot  fay(  faith  he  )  that 

you 


X  y. 


you  have  been  fo  rpatred  by  me  I  dare  not  ,  but  thir  I  can 
humbly  and  truly  fay  ^  that  if  our  choiceji  firengtb  and 
fpirits  may  be  named  initead  of  rvater ,  ivine  ^  or  if  the 
blejjings  which  bath  gone  along  with  thefe  waters  ,  at  any 
time  ^  hath  turned  them  into  wine\  in  vigour  zipm  your 
fouls  5  then  hath  God  by  me  ^  watred  your  roots  with 


wine. 


The  Husbandman  builds  his  houfe  where  he  makes  his 
purchafcj  dwells  upon  his  Land,  and  frequently  vifits  it  *,  he 
knows,  that  fuch  as  dwell  far  from  their  Lands,  are  not  far 
from  lofs.  / 

So  doth  God  >  where  ever  he  plants  a  ChiTrch^  there  doth 
he  hx  his  habitation,  intending  there  to  dwell,  PfaL  ^6.  5. 
God  is  in  the  midji  of  her^  (he  (hall  not  be  moved.  Thus  God 
came  to  dwell  upon  his  own  Fee  and  Inheritance,  in  Judea^ 
Lev,  26.  11^12,  And  I  will  fet  my  tabernacle  amongji  you  ^ 
and  will  be  your  God^  and  ye  Jhall  be  my  people,  W  hich  promife 
is  again  renewed  to  his  Churches  of  the  New  Teftamcnt , 
2  Cor,  6,16,  And  when  the  Churches  (hall  be  in  their 
greated  flouriih  and  purity,  then  (hall  there  be  the  fulled  and 
mod  glorious  manifedation  of  the  divine  prefence  among 
them,  Kfv.  21.^.  And  I  heard  a  great  voyce  out  of  heaven^  fay^ 
ing^  behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,,  and  he  will  dwell 
with  them  and  be  their  God,  Hence  the  Affemblies  are  called 

the  places  of  his  feet — And  there  they  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord^  Pfal,_  27. 

Husbandmen  grudge  not  at  the  cod  they  are  at  for  ^heir 
tillage,  but  as  they  lay  out  vadfums  upon  it,  fo,  they  do  it 
cheerfully. 

And  now,,  0  inhabitants  of  and  men  of  Judah, 

judge  I  pray  you  betwixt  me  and  my  vineyard  \  what  could  have 
I  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard-,  that  I  have  Ui^t  done  in  it  ?  And 
‘ashebedows  upon  his  heritage,  thechoiced  mercies,  fo  he 
doth  it  with  the  greated  chearfulnels  5  for  he  frith,  Jer,^2,~ 
41.  I  Will  rejoy  ce  over  them,  to  do  them  good  \  and  1  will 
plant  them  in  this  Land  afj'uredly,,with  my  whole  heart  and  with 
my  whole  foul.  It  is  not  the  giving  out  of  mercy  (faith  one) 
that  grieveth  God,  but  the  r.ecoyling  of  his  mercies  back 
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again  upon  him  by  the  creatures  ingratitude 

When  Husbandmen  have  been  at  coft  and  pains  about  their 
Husbandry,  they  expedt  fruit  from  it  anfwerable  to  their 

pains  and  expences  about  it ;  Behold  ((zith  James)  ihe  Hus- 
bandmaa  t^aiteth  fir  the  precious  f-^hs  of  the  earth  lam  C2 

he  looked  that  It  Jhould  bring  forth  fruit,  ira.\.  2.  This 

Heavenly  Husbandman  waits  for  the  fruits  of  his  ftelds  alfo  ; 
never  did  any  Husbandman  long  for  the  delired  Harveft, 
more  than  God  doth  for  the  fruits  of  holinefs  from  his  Saints  i 

8^1®^  of  God  from  his  people:  And 

r^ert  the  tme  of^be  fruit  drew  near,  he  fent  his  jervlnts  to  the 
Hudandmen^  that  they  might  receivethe  fruits  of  it. 

Husbandmen  are  much  delighted  to  fee  the  fuccefs  of  their 
labours,  it  comforts  them  over  all  their  hard  pains  and  ma¬ 
ny  weary  days,  to  fee  a  good  increale. 

Much  more  is  God  delighted  in  beholding  the  flourifliing 
graces  of  his  people  i  it  pleafes  him  to  fee  his  plants  laden 
with  fruit,  and  his  valleys  fing  with  Corn,  Cant.  fr.t.  My 
beloved  IS  gone  down  into  his  Garden,  into  his  beds  of  Ibices,  to 
feed  in  the  gardens,  and  to  gather  liUies.  Thefe  bedsof  fpices 
(fay  Expolitors)  are  the  particular  Churches, the  companies  of 
Believers  s  he  goes  to  feed  in  thefe  gardens,  like  as  men  go 
to  th«r  gardens  to  make  merry,  or  to  gather  fruit.  Cant.  4. 
16.  He  eats  his  pleafant  fruit,  viz.  His  peoples  holy  perfor- 
mances,  fweeter  to  him  than  any  Ambrofia  ;  thus  he  feeds  in 
the  gardens,  and  he  gathers  lillies  When  he  tranflates  good 
fouls  into  his  Kingdom  above ;  For  the  Lord  taketh  pleafure 
in  bu  Saints,  and  will  heautifethe  meek_with  falvation. 

The  Husbandman  is  exceedingly  grieved  when  he  fees  the 

hopes  ofa  good  crop  difappointed,  and  his  fields  prove  bar¬ 
ren  or  blahed. 

So  the  Lord  exprelTes  his  grief  for,  and  anger  againft  his 
people  ,  when  they  bring  forth  no  fruits,  or  wild  fruits' 
work  than  none,  Hof.  c,.  16.  Ephraim  is  fmitten,  their  root 
IS  dried  up.  Chriil  was  exceedingly  difpleafed  with  the  fig- 
trec,and  curfed  it  for  its  barrennefs;  it  grieves  him  to  the  heart 
when  his  fervants  return  to  him  with  fuch  complaints  as 
thefe,  Wehave  laboured  in  vain,  we  have  front  our  frrengib  fir 

Husband- 


Husbandmen  imploy  many  labourers  to  work  in  their  lo.  Vrr,t> 
fields,  there  is  need  of  many  hands  for.  fuch  a  multiplicity  of 
bulmeis.  ,  ■  j 

God  hath  divcrficy  of  workmen  alfo  in  the  Churches  r  ‘ 
whom  he  fends  forth  to  labour  in  his  fpiiitual  helds  Eph 
4.1 2 .  He  gave  fame  Jp.nftles,  fame  Prophets,  fame  Eva/ael  i 
lijtSi  and  fame  Pafiors  and  Teachers,  for  the  perfeBing  of  \he  ' 

Saints  for  the  Topork^  of  the  Miniftry,  Amos  3,7.  I  have  fent 
{_myjeT^ants  ]  the  Prophets.  "Tisufual  with  the  Apohles  to 
place  this  title  of  fervant  among  their  honorary  titles,  though 
a  prophane  mouth  once  called  it,  Prohrofum  artifeium,  a  for¬ 
did  artifice.  ^  Chrift  hath  flarppt  a  great  deal  of  dignity  up¬ 
on  his  Miniflers,  in  retaining  them  for  the  neareft  fervice  to 
himfelf,  I  Cor.  4.  i.  Eet  a  man  Jo  account  of  us  as  of 
the  Miniflers  of  Chrifl  \  they  are  workers  together  with 
God :  the  Husbandman  works  in  the  field  among  his  labou- 
rersr  and  the  great  God  difdaineth  not  to  work  in  and  with 
his  poor  fervants  in  the  work  of  the  Minidry. 

The  work  about  which  Husbandmen  imploy  their  fer-  u  'Vrni> 
vants  in  the  field 5  is  toilfom  and  fpending.  You  fee  they 
come  home  at  night  as  weary  as  they  can  draw  their  legs  af¬ 
ter  them.  '  ‘ 


But  Gods  workmen  have  a  much  harder  task  than  they. 
Hence  they  are  fet  forth  in  Scripture  by  the  laborious  ox, 

I  Cor.  p.  p.  4.7.  Some  derive  the  word  ^  Deacon 
from  a  word  that  fignifies  dud,  to  fhew  the  laborioufnefs  of 
their  innplpyment,  labouring  till  even  choaked  with  dud  and 
fweat.  EpaplmjditHs,  Phil,  2.13.  That  for  the. 

tpork^  of  Chrifl  he  was  and  nigh  unto  death  >  not  regard-^ 
ing  his  life  to  fupply  their  lack,  of  fervice.  The  Apodles  ex- 
preffion,  Col.  i.  ult.  is  very  emphatical,  whereunto  1  alfo 
labour,  flriving  according  to  his  workjng\  which  wnrketh  in  me 
mightily.  The  word  fignifies,  fuch  fpending  labour  as  puts 
a  man  into  an  agony  s  and  blelTed  is  that  fervant,  whom  his- 
Lord  when  he  cometh  (hall  find  fo  doing. 

The  immediate  end  of  the  Husbandmans  labour,  and  his ' 
fervants  labour,  is  for  the  improvement  of  his  Land,  to  make 
it  more  flouridling  and  fruitful. 


Keddit.. 
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The  fcope  and  end  of  the  Minidry  is  for  the  Churches  be- 
tieht:  and  advantage.  They  muft  not  lord  it  over  Gods  he- 
;  ritage,  as  if  the  Church  were  for  them,  and  not  they  for  the 
Church}  nor  ferve  themfelves  of  it,  but  be  the*  Churches ' 
fervants  for  Jefus  fake,  2  Cor.  4.  6.  the  power  they  have  recei¬ 
ved  being  for  edification,  and  not  for  deftrudlion,  2  Cor,  10, 

I  8.  Chrill  hath  given  them  to  the  Churches,  their  gifts,  their 
time,  their  ftxength,-  and  all  their  minifterial  talents  are  not 
their  own,  but  the  Churches  ftock  and  treafure.  ' 

The  workmen  that  labour  in  the  fields,  are  accountable  for 
their  work  to  him  that  imploy’d  them. 

Church-Officers  are  alfo  accountable  to  God  for  all  the 
fouls  committed  to  them.  They  are  Steward's  of  the  Myfie- 
ries  of  God,  i  Cor,  4.1.  and  Stewards  are  accountable, 
watch  for  your  fouls  (faith  the  Apoftle)  as  they  that  mufi  give 
an  account^  Heb.  13.7.  If  thefe  fervants  be  unfaithful  in  their 
work  and  truft,  the  blood  of  fouls  fliall  be  required  at  their 
handsi  EzeJ{.  3.  i7j  18.  which  are  fulmina^  non  verba  (  faith 
f  Erafmus)  thunderbolts,  rather  than  words.  The  guilt  of 
blood  is  the  greateft  guilt  >  and  of  all  blood,  the  blood  of 
fouls. 

Thofe  that  fpend  their  time  and  ftrength  all  their  days  in 
manuring. and  plowing  the  fields,  do  maintain  themfelves 
and  their  families  by  their  labours  *5  their  hands  are  fufficient 
for  themfelves  and  theirs. 

Even  Jo  hath  God  ordained^  that  theynhich  preach  the  Gojpef 
\jl;ould  live  of  the  Gofpel^  i  Cor.  p.  1 4.  Ihe  workman  is  worthy 
of  his  meaty  Mat.  10. 10.  ’Tis  a  fad  thing,  if  thofe  who  break 
the^bread  of  life  to  fouls,  fhould  be  fuffered  to  want  bread 
themfelves.  God  would  not  have  the  mouth  of  the  ox  muz- 
led  that  treads  out  the  Corn,  but  have  liberty  to  eat,  as  well  as 
work:  Yet,  if  any  pretender  to  the  Minifiry  be  l.ke  the  Hei¬ 
fer  that  loves  to  tread  out  the  corn,  (i.e.)  cares  to  do  no 
work  butfiJch  as  brings  in  prefent  pay ,  he  therein  fufficiently 
difeovers  his  beafilike  d'ifpohrion.  Minifiers  mull:  be  faithful 
I  in  their  Mailers  work,  and  if  men  do  not,  God  will  reward 
I  them.  .  For,  He  is  not. unrighteous  to  forget  their  worh^^  and 
•  labour  of  lovey  Heb.  6.  i  o". 


It 


It  is  a  great  trouble  to  Husbandmen  in  a  bufietime  to  be 
putoff  from  thier  labours  by  ftormy  weather,  which  drives 
them  out-ot  the  helds  and^makes  them  let  ly  till  it  clear 

up  again  i  yet  mean  while  they  arc  not  idle  but  imploy  them- 
lelves  in  home-work. 

Even  fo  in  Gods  Husbandry,  ’tis  an  unfpeakable  afflidlion 
to  Gods  workmen  to  be  rendred  ufelefs  and  unferviceable  to 
tlie  Churches,  by  thofe  ftorms  of  trouble,  which  drive  them 
from  thetr  pubhek  Minifterial  work,  with  what  a  heavy 
heart  did  Panl  go  off  from  his  work  at  Ephejus,  Adts  20 
It  fpends  a  Minifter  to  preach,  butmoretobefilent.  ’Tisa 
loud  fpeaking  judgment,  when  God  (hall  fay  to  them  as  to 
hRekid,  Son  of  man,  I  mil  mal^e  thy  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof 
of  thy  mouth, ^  and  thou  jhalt  be  dumb,  Ezek.  2.26.  Such  li- 
encir^  providences,  fpeaking  thundering  language  to  era- 
cious  hearts,  yet  even  then,  the  keepers  of  the  vineyard  have 
a  private  vineyard  of  their  own  to  look  after,  they  have  much 

home-work  when  no  out- work. 

^  There  is  a'v^ad^erenee  betwixt  thofe  fields  which  have 

been  well  Husbanded,  and  dreft  by  a  skilful  and  diligent 
Husbandman  i  and  thofe  that  have  been  long  out  of  Husban- 
dry.  How  fragrant  is  the  one  !  how  dry  and  barren  the  other  > 
When  you  pafs  by  a  held  well  drelfed  and  fenced,  ^verv 
thing  profperous  and  in  exquitite  order,  you  may  know 
A  enquiry,  that  a- good- Husband  lives  there. 

, -1  betwixt  thofe  places  which  God  hath 

bleft  with  a  faithful  painful  Minihry,  and  fuch  as  have  none, 
or  worfe  than  none.  For  as  the  Husbandmans  coft  and  pains 
appears  in  the  verdant  and  fragrant  hew  of  his  fields  ',  fo  a 
Mimfters  pains  and  diligence  is  (ordinarily)  feen  in  the  hea¬ 
venly  lives  and  flouriihing  graces  of  the  people.  The  Chur¬ 
ches  oi  Corinth  and  IheJJalonica,  where  Panl  and  other  holy 

inftruments  fpent  much  of  their  time  and  pains,  became  fa¬ 
mous  and  flourifhing  Churches,  2  Cora  p.2.  A  fpecial  blef- 
mg  comes  along  with  a  godly  minifler,  to  the  place  where 
fpecial  providence  afligns  him.  Such  places  like  Gideons 

fleece,  have  the  dew  of  Heaven  lying  on  them,  whiles  others 

round  about  are  dry  and  barren. 
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The  Husbandman  is  not  difcourage’d,  though  the 

lone,  under  the  clods,  he  knows  it  wjll  fprlng  up  at  laft,  and 

reward  him,  or  thofe  that  come  after  him,  for  their  pains 

and  patience  in  waiting  for  it.  ‘  .  .  • 

Miniliers  (hould  not  be  prefently  difcouraged  in  heir 
work,  becaufe  they  fee  but  little  or  no  appearance  of  all  the 
feed  they  have  fown  among  the  people.  Jhe  fervant  of  the 
Lord  muji  be  patient  towards  all,  rvaitmg  tfat  any  ttme  God  mil 
oive  them  repentance,  2  ‘tim.  24.25-  Andtf  k  never  fpring 
up  in  his  time,  it  may  after  his  death  i  and  iffo,  helhallnot 
fail  of  his  reward.  Job.  o,.^6,  37.  And  he  that  reapeth  re- 

ceiveth  xvaget,  and gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal,  that  both 

\  he  that  foweth,  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoyce  together ,  and 
!  herein  is  that  faffing  true,  one  foweth,  and  another  reapeth. 

'  Though  Minifters  die,  yet  their  words  live  •,  yea,  their  words 

take  hold  of  men  when  they  are  in  the  dull,  Zec&-  «•  6.  _ 

Husbandmen  hnd  low  ground  and  valleys  moft  fertile. 
Hills,  how  loftily  foever,  they  overtop  the  lower  grounds, 

1  yet  anfwer  not  the  Husbandmans  pains  as  the  valleys  do. 
Thefe  are  beft  watred  and  fecured  from  the  fcotchmg  heat  ol 

Experience  (hews  us,  that  the  humbleft  Saints  are  moft 
fruitful  under  the  Gofpel.  fhefe  are  they  th»t  ^r 
meebtefs  the  ingrafed  word,.  Jam,  i  .•  2  J .  w^ofe  influences 
bide  in  them,  as  the  rain  doth  in  the  low 

that  Minifter  whofe  lot  falls  in  fuch  a  pleafant  va  y.^  J 
fed  are  they  tbatfdw  beftde  all  fuch  waters,that  fend  forth  thither 

'  thefeetofthe  ox  and  the  afs,  Ifa.  32-  20-  Among  thefe  valleys 
run  the  pleafant  fprings,  and  purling  brooks,, 
lize  the  neighbouring  ground.  Heavenly  Ordinances  there, 

leave  fruitful  influences.  ,  ,  _  i  i  i  ..♦UaWhc 

The  firft  Crop  isufually  the  belli  and  the  longer  the  Hus¬ 
bandman  tills  his  ground  the  lefs  it  produces.  After  a  few. 

years  its.  vigour  and  ftrength  is  fpent.  , 

The  firft  entertainment  of  the  Gof|^l  is  commonly  the 

belli  and  what  good  is  done  by  the  Mlnillry,  is 

at  its  firft  entrance.  New,  things  are  V 
John  at  firfl  was  to  the  Jews  a.bntmg  and  a  Jfttnwg  ltght,and 


ThtPROEk. 


II 


I  theymre  mlling  [/or  a  feafon  ]  to  rejoyce  in  his  light ^  Joh. 
5.  5  5.  Vaul  was  highly  valued  among  the  Galathians  at  hril : 
fuch  was  their  leal,  that  they  could  have  pluckt  out  their  eyes 
I  and  have  given  them  to  him ,  but  how  quickly  did  this  full 
tyde  ebb  again  ?  for  he  conplains,  GaU  4.1 5*  Where  then  vi 
the  hlejfednefs  ye  Jpak^  of! 

Laftly,  When  fields  grow  barren  and  will  not  quit  the 
Husbandmans  coft,  nor  anfwer  the  feed  he  fows  in  them,  he 
plucks  up  the  hedges  and  layes  it  wafte. 

So  when  Churches  grow  formal  and  fruitlefs,  the  Lord 
removes  his  Gofpcl-prefence  from  them>  plucks  up  the 
hedge  of  his  protedlion  from  about  them,  and  layes  them 
open  'as  wafte  ground,  to  be  over-run  by  their  enemies , 
Jer,  7. 1 2 ,  Go  to  Shiloh,  and  fee  rvhat  I  did  unto  it.  What  is 
become  of  thofe  once  famous  and  flourirtiing  Churches  of 
Afia  ?  Are  they  not  laid  wafte,  and  trodden  down  by  Infi¬ 
dels  ?  And  now  go  to  (  faith  the  great  Husbandman  )  1  ppiU 
tell  you  vphat  I  vpjU  do  to  my  vineyard  \  I  mil  pull  up  the  hedge 
thereof^  and  it  Jhall  be  laid  tvafie^  Ifa.  5.  5. 

Thus  you  fee  the  Allegory  opened  in  its  particulars:  from  j 
the  whole,  I  fhall  prefent  you  with  thefe  five  enfuing  Corro- 
laries, 

•  The  frfi  Corrolary. 


.  Ho^  great  then  are  the  dignities  and  priviledges  of  the  Chur¬ 
ches  of  Jefus  Chrifi^  xr>hom  he  hath  appropriated  to  himfelf  above 
all  the  people  of  the  earth^to  be  his  peculiar  inheritance?Thc  xe{\ 
of  the  world  is  a  wafle  Wildernefsj  all  other  placesjhow  plea- 
fant  foever,  in  refped:  of  their  natural  amenity  and  delights, 
are  truly  enough  called,  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  j  dif- 
mal,  folitary  cells,  where  Ziim  and  limy  'Bitterns y  Cormorants-, 
and  every  doleful  creature  dwells.  But  the  Church  is  the  Pa* 
radrfe  of  the  earth,  a  garden  enclofedy  Cant,  4. 12.  in  whofe 
hedges  the  Gofpel-birds  chirp  and  fing  raelodioufly,'  Cant.  2, 
12.  Its  beds  are  beds  of  fpices,  Cant.  6,2.  and  betwixt 
its pleafant  banks ,  aCryftal  River  of  living  water  runs, 
B.€v  22. 1,  the  dreams  whereof  make  glad  the  City  of  God  j 

C  2  in 


1 


)  in  the  tnidft  thereof  the  Lord  hitnfelf  delights  to  walk.  O 
^  Sion  !  With  what  pleafures  doft  thou  abound  !  If  Bernard 
were  fo  ravilhed  with  the  delights  of  his  Monajlery  becaufe  of 
its  green  banks,  and  (hady  bowers,  and  herbs,  and  trees,  and 
various  objefts  to  feed  his  eyes,  and  fragrant  fnnells,  and  fweet 
and  various  tunes  of  birds,  together  with  the  opportunities 
of  devout  contemplation  ,  that  he  cried  out  admiringly , 
Lord]  What  delights  doji  thou  provide,  even  for  the  poor'. 
How  much  more  fhould  we  be  raviflied  with  glory  ? 

for  beautiful  for  fcituation  is  mount  Zion.  Of  whom  it  may 
much  more  truly  be  faid,  what  a  Chronicler  of  our  own  once 
kidi  oi  Lngland,  that  it  is  the  fortunate  Wand,  the  Paradife 
of  Pleafure,  the  Garden  of  God,  whofe  valleys  are  like 
whofe  hills  are  zs,,Lehanon  ,  whofe  fprlngs  are  as  Btfgah, 
whofe  rivers  are  as  Jordan,  whofe  wall  is  the  Ocean,  and 
whofe  defence  is  the  Lord  Jehovah.  Happy  art.thou,  O  Ifrael 
who  is  like  unto  thee  ?  .who  can  count  the  priviledges-where- 
with  Chritt  hath  invefted  his  Churches  t  O  let  it  never  feem 
a  light  thing  in  our  eyes,  that  we  grow  within  his  bleffed  in- 
clofurc.  How  fweet  a  promife  is  that,  Exod.  tp.'y.  Le  Shall 
be  to  me  a  peculiar  treafure  above  all  people  ■,  for  all  the  earth  is 


mine,. 


Vye- Second  <loxxoht^» 

Hence  it  follows,  that  fpiritual  'barrennefs  is  a  great  r’c- 
proach  and  fhame  to  Chridians.  .  Shall  Gods  Husbandry, 
which  isfo  planted,  .  watred>  fenced,'  hlled  with  favours  and 
mercies,  be  like  the.  barren  heath  i n. the,  defer t  ?  Surely  it 
fnould  be  faid  of  every  foul  that  grows  here,  as  the  Hijiorian 
faith  oi  Syain^  xh^\i\\txt\s  nihil  inf nihil  fiedle 
nothing  barren  or  unfruitful  in  it.  .Gods  vineyard.is  plant¬ 
ed  in  a.  very  fruitful  hill,  5*5/  And  furely  they  that  are 
planted  in  the.  houfe  of  the  Lord  .Jhould  flour ijh  in  the^  Court  i  of 
OHT  Cod  j  they  fidoM  bring  forth  fruity  'even  in  old  age^  to  jbeti> 
that  God' is  uprights  PfaJ.  p 2. 13, 14.  .Tl key  are  created  inChrift 
fefus  uniO’.^oodnPorkyy^hich  God  hath  fir  d'^ined  they  jhould  xvalf^ 
iny  Eph.  2,10,  7 hey  are  married  unto.Chrifl^  that  they  might 

bring 


The  PROEM. 

hiring  forth  fruit  to  God^  Rom.  7. 4.  An  empty  branch  is  a 

difbonour  to  the  root  that  bears  if,  a  barren  held  to  the  Hus- 
bandman  thatownsitj  God  cannot  endure  that  in  his  fields  < 
which  he  fuff? rs  iuf  the  w-ildernefs.  . 

\  ^  Corrolary.v 

* 

If  the  Church  be  Gods  Husbandry,  then  there  is  fuch.a 
f^ecial  gracious  prefence  of  the  Lord  in  his  Churches,  asds 
not  to  be  found  in  all  the  world  befide.  Where  may  you 
expedf  to  find  the  Husbandman,  but  in  his  own  fields  ?  there 
lyes  his  bufinefs,  and  there  he  delights- to  be.  And  where 
may  we  expedt  to  find  God  but  in  the  AfTemblies  of  his 
Saints.^  He  rpalkj  amongjhe golden  Candleftic\T^  Rev.  -2..  i.  J 
will  walk  among  youCfaith  hejand  be,  your  God,  2  Cor.  6.16. 
Upon  this  account  the  Chuch  is  called  Jehovah  Shamah  j  the 
Lord  is  there,  Ezek^  48.  ult.  Youmzy  fee  the  f 00 tflepr  o( 
God  in  the  creatures  i  but  the  face  of  God  is  only  to  be  , 
feen  in  his  Ordinances.  Hence,  PfaL  27.4.  David  longed 
for  the  7’emple^  that  he  might  fee  the,heauty  of  the  Lord.^--  Now, 
what’s  the  beauty  but  a  fymmetry  and  proportion  of  parts?In 
the  works  of  Creation  you  fee  one  attribate  manifefted  in  one 
thing,  and  another  in.  another  thing  >  but  in  the  Sandfuary 
you  may  fee  beauty,,  even  in  all  the  attributes  of  God^  difr 
played  here:  Anaindeed,  we  find  in  Scripture  fuchafio^ 
nifhing  e.xpreffipns  about  the  vifions  of  God  in  the  Church, 
that  In  reading  them?  a  man  can  fee. little difierence  betwixt- 
it  and  heaven  i  for  as  the  Church  is  called  heaven,  Mat/2  5.  i . 
fo  its  defeription  is  like  that  of  heaven,  Heb.  12.22,23.  Ton 
are  come  to  the  Heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  Angels^  &c.  And  4.  22.  Ihey  fall  fee  his] 
face  and  his  name  fall  he  written  in  their  foreheads:-  And  2  4., 
The  Saints  are  reprefented  ftandingji^arer  to  the  throne  of  Cod 
than  the  Angels  tbemfejves,  .  Hence  alfo. Ordinances  are  cal¬ 
led  jn  which  both  Saints  and  Angels  walk,.  , be¬ 

holding  the  glory  of  him  that  fits  upon  the  Throne,  Zech*A^  . 

/.  If  you  will  keep  my  ways^  Iwill  givy  yoit,  Galleries  J.osvali^ 
in^i  ^amgng  them  that;  f  and  hy.,^^. 

ibe 
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Fourth  Corrolaty.  ' 

IftheChurch.be  Gods  Husbandry,  then  thofc  that  be 
imployed  in  Minirterial  work  ought  to  be  men  of  great  judg¬ 
ment  and  experience  in  foul  affairs  v  for  thefe  are  the  labou¬ 
rers  whom  God,  the  myftical  Husbandman  imploys  and  en- 
trufls  about  his  fpiritual  Husbandry.  Should  Husbandmen 
imploy  ignorant  perfons,  that  neither  underftand  the  rules, 
nor  proper  feafons  of  Husbandry  j  how  much  would  fuch 
workmen  damnifie  and  prejudice  him  ?  he  will  not  imploy 
fuch  to  weed  his  fields  ,  as  know  not  wheat  from  tares',  or 
to  prune  his  trees,  that  think  Midfummer  as  fit  for  that  work 
as  December  -,  much  lefs  will  God.  He  qualifies  all  that  he 
fends,  with  wifdom  for  their  work.  Hit  rvorkrnen  approve 
themfelvet  rvorkrnen  indeed^  fuch  at  need  not  be  ajhamed,right- 
lydividingtbervordeftrulh,  2  tim,  2.15.  As  BezaieelwiS 
furniihed  with  wifdom  before  he  was  imployed  in  Taberna- 
clework,  fo  Chrift  infirufts  his  fervants  with  skill  and  in¬ 
fight,  before  they  are  imployed  in  Minifierial  work.  He 
gives  them  a  mouth  and  wifdom,'  Lukf  21.15.  indues  them 
with  power-from  on  high.-  as  Chrift  was  filled  abundantly 
with  the  fpirit  for  his  work,  fo  accordingly  to  proportion  are 
thofe  that  are  fent  by  him.  Job  20. 2 1, 2  2.  Jt  my  Father  hath 
fent  me,  fo  fend  I  you.  And  as  for  thofe  that  run  before  they 
are  fent,  and  underftand  not  the  Myfteries  of  the  Gofpel  I 

(hall  fay  no  more  of  them  but  this  i  Father,  forgive  them  ^for 
they  kjiovp  not  ivhdt  they  do»  ’ 

*Ihe  Fifth  Carrolary. 

.To  conclude,  If  the  Church  be  Gods  Husbandry  ,  that 
IS,  if  Husbandry  have  fo  many  refemblances  of  Gods  works 
about  the  Church  in  it  s  then  how  inexcufable  is  the  igno¬ 
rance  of' Husbandmen ;  in  the  things  of  God,  who  befides 
the  word  of  the  Gofpel,  have  the  teachings  of  the  Creatures  i 
and  can  hardly  turn  their  hands  to  any  part  of  their  work , 
but  the  Spir/t  hints  one  fpiritual  ufe  or  other  from  it  to  their 

fouls  ? 


The  P  R  0  E 

fouls  ?  How  do  the  Scriptures  abound  with  Parables,  and 
lively  fimilitudes  taken  from  Husbandry  >  from  the  field  , 
the  feed,  the  pIow»  the  barn,  from  threfhing  and  winnow¬ 
ing?  fimilitudes  alfo  from  planting,  grading?  and  pruning 
of  trees  >  and  not  a  few  from  the  ordering  of  Cattel.  So  that 
to  what  bufinefs  foever  you  turn  your  hands  in  any  part  of 
your  calling,  flill  God  meets  you  with  one  heavenly  indru- 
(^ion  or  other.  But  alafs!  How  few  are  able  to  improve 
their  civil  imployments  to  fuch  excellent  ends  ?  Thefe  things- 
are  but  briefly  hinted  in  the  Scriptures,  and  thofe  hints Scat¬ 
tered  up  and  down  that  they  know  not  where  to  find  them  i 
and  if  they  could,  yet  would  it  be  difficult  fo  to  methodize 
them  as  it  is  neceflary  they  fhould  be ,  in  order  to  their 
due  improvement  by  Meditation.- 
And  therefore  I  judged  it  neceflary  to  colledf  and  prepare, 
them  for  jour  ufe  i  and  in  this  manner  to  prefent  them  to 
you  as  you  find  them  in  the  following  Chapters.  Read,  con- 
lider  and  apply  j  and  the  Lord  make  you  good  Husbands  for 
your  own  fouls. 
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Inthe  laborious  Husbandman  you  feg^  ;  |upon  the  in- 
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HE:  impleyment  of- the  Hiisbandman  is  by  all 
acknowledged ,  to  be  very  laborious  j  there 
is  a  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  incumbent  on 
bim'.  The  end  of  one 'wbrkjis  but  the  beginning" 
of  ah6rhe^.‘‘  Every  feafonof  the  year  brings  its  proper  work 
with^t;  SoWetinies'yoa' find  ‘him'in  his  Fields;  dre(i\ng  ^ 
plo^irig^  ib^Tng^hafrtfwing; weeding or’rcaping  i  andfome-,, 
in  his  tErelhing  5.  or  winnowing  i  fome- 

D  times 


Husbandry  fpritualized ;  Or 

times  in  his  Orchard,  planting,  graffing,  or  pruning  his  trees, 

and  fometimes  among  his  :  fo  that  he  hath  no  time  to 

be  idle.  And  as  he  hath  a  multiplicity  of  bufinels,  fo  every 
part  of  it  is  full  of  foil,  and  fpending  labour :  He  eats  not 
the  bread  of  idlenefs ,  but  earns  it  before  he  eats  iti  and  as 
it  were,  dips  it  in  his  own  fweat,  whereby  it  becomes  the 
fweeter  to  him*  Though  fin  brought  in  the  Husbandmans 
fweat^  Gen.  yet  now  not  to  fweat  would  increafe 

his  fin,  Ezeks 


applicat  ion. 

BEhold  h«te  the  life, of  a  ferious^ltilW,  Ihadw^iprth 
to  the  life.  As  the  life  of  a  Hhsb^tSnan*  fo  tbe  jfe  of  a 
Chriftian  is  po  idle  or  eafie  life.  They  that  take  up  Reli¬ 
gion  for  ,  and  not  for  an  occufa^n  •,  and  thofe 

that  place  the^fijie^  of  it  inj  noriopsiafif  fpeculations, 
in  forms,  gliftures,  and  external  oblervance^  may  think,  and 
call  it  fo  :  but  fuch  as  devote  themfelves  unto  it,  and  make 
Religion  their  bufinefs,  will  find  it  no  eafie  work  to  exercife 
themfelves  to  Godlinefs.  Many  there  are  that  affew  the  re- 
putation  and  of  it,  whox^annot  endure  the  labour  and 
fweat  oi  it.  If  men  might  be  indulged  to  divide  their  hearts 
betwixt  God^nid 

duties^of  iti  and  neglect  ' 

it  were  an  ^fie  thing  io  fe'a  C^riftiah^^^Bi^  'm^e^ito  ha 
refpedf  to  all  Gods  commandments ,  to  live  the  life,  as  well 
as  fpeak  the  language  of  a  Chriftian  \  to  be  holy  in  all  man¬ 
ner  of  converfatibn  is  not  fo  eafie.ll  This  will  be  evident , 
by  comparing  the  life  of  a  Chriftian  ,  with  the  life  of 
a  Husbandman,  in  thefe  fiye  particulars  ;  ;W herein- it  will 
appear  that  the  work  of  a  Chriftian  is  by  much  the  hardeft 
work  of  the  two. 

The  Husbandman  hath  much  to  do,  many  things  to  look. 

after  *,  but  the  Chriftian  more;-  If-we  rpfpe($  the  extenfiye- 

nefsof  his  work,  he  hath  a  large  field  ipdeed  labour  in„ 

tfal,  iip.d.  The  commandment  is  exceeding  hoads 

extent  and  latitude,  comprizing  not  only  a  mijtitude 

I  .  ternai^ 
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ternal  ad^s  and  duties,  arfd  guiding  the  Offices  of  the  outward 
man  about  them'jbutatfo  taking  in  every  thought  and  motion 
of  the  inner  man  within  its  compafs.  '  » 

You  rind  in  the  Word,a  world  of  work  cut  out  for  Chrifli- 
ans  j  there’s  hearing  work,  praying  work,  reading,  medK 
tating  and  fdf-examining  work  >  it  puts  him-alfo  upon  a 
conftant  watch  over  all  the  corruptions, of  his  heart.  Oh, 
what  a  world  of  work  hath  a  Chririian  about  them  ?  For  of 
them  he  may  fay,  as  the  Hiftorian  doth  of  Hanmbal^They  are 
never  quiet,  whether  conquedng  or  conquered.  How  many 
weak  languiffiing  graces  hath  he  to  recover,  improve  and 
ftrengthen  ?  There  is  a  weak  faith,  a  languilhing  love, 
dull  and  faint  defires  to  be  quickned  and  invigorated.  And 
when  all  this  is  donej  what  a  multitude  of  work  do  his  feve- 
ral  relations  exad  from  him  ?  he  hath  a  world  of  bufinefs  in¬ 
cumbent  on  him,  as  a  parent;  child,  husband,  wife,  mafter, 
fervant  or  friend  j  yea,  not  only  to  friends  but  enemies.  And 
befide  all  this ,  how  many  difficult  things  are  there  to  be 
born  and  fuffered  for  Chrift  ?  and  yet  will  not  God  allow  his 
people  in  the  negled  of  any  one  of  them  :  neither  can  he  be 
a  Chriftian  that  hath  not  refpedf  to  every  command,  and  is 
not  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation,  FfaL  up,  6,  2  Pet, 
3.  II.  Every  one  of  thefedutiesj  like  the  feveral  fpokes  in  a 
wheel  come  to  bear  in  the  whole  round  of  a  Chririians  con¬ 
verfation  :  So  that  he  hath  more  work  upon  his  hands  than 
the  Husbandman. 

The  Husbandmans  work  is  confefled  to  be  fpending 
work,  but  not  like  the  Chrifiians.  What  Augufius  faid  of 
the  young  is  verified  in  the  true  Chriftian,  ^icquid 

vnltvalde  vult,  Whatfoeverhedoth  in  Religion,  he  doth 
to  purpofe.  Under  the  Law,  God  reje(ft:ed  the  Snail  and  the 
Levit.  11.30.  pjxod,  13.13.  And  under  the  Gofpel , 
he  allows  no  fluggifti  lazy  Profeflbr,  i  "Tim,  ii,  13. 
Sleepy  duties  are  utterly  unfuitable  to  the  living  God  >  he 
will  have  the  very  fpirits  diftilled  and  oftered  up  to  him  in 
every  duty,  Job.  4.  24.  he  beftows  upon  his  people  the  very 
fubftance  and  kernel  of  mercies  ,  and  will  not  accept  from 
them  the  (hells  and  (hadows  of  duties  >  not  the  skin  , 
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but 


. ,  Husbandry  f^hiiuaU^d ;  j  Qr  ; 

but  the  inwards,  and  the  fat  that  icovereth  the  inwards  was 
required  under  the  Law,  Exod,  25?.  30.  And  every  facrifice 
under  the  Gofpel,  muft  be  facrificmm  medullatum^  a  facri- 
fice  full  of  marrow  obferve  the  manner  in  which  their  work 
is  to  be  performed. 

Eom»  12.  II*.  in  ferving.God,  fervent  in  Spirit,  or  bif¬ 
fing  hot.  P  j  " 

2  Vet.  I.  10.  in  fecuring  falvation,  diligent  >  or  doing 
it  throughly}  and  enough. 

I  T^im.  4,7.  in  godlinefs,  exercifing,  orfirippingthem- 

felves  as  for  a  race*  ^  r 

Luk^  13.  24.  in  the  purfuit  ofhappineis,  ftriving,  even 
to  an  agony. 

Jds  26.  7.  in  prayer ,  ferving  God  infiantly ,  or  in  a 
ftretched-out  manner  s  yea,  pouring  out  their  hearts  before 
him)  Tfal.  da.  8.  as  if  the  body  were  left  like  a  dead  corps 
upon  the  knees,  while  thefpirit  is  departed  from  it)  and  af- 
cended  to.  God.  This  is  the  manner  of  his  work  :  judge 
then  how  much  harder  this  work  is,  than  to  fpend  the  fweat 
of  the  brow  in  manual  labour. 

The  Husbandman  finds  his  work  as  he  left  it,  he  can  begin 
one  day  where  he  left  the  other  >  but  it  is  not  fo.with  the 
Chrifiian,  a  bad  heart,  andabufie  devil,  diforder  and,fpoyl 
his  work  every  day*.  The  Chrifiian  finds  not  his  heart  in  the 
morning  as  he  left  it  at  night )  and  even  when  he  is  about 
his  work,  how  many  fet-backs  doth  he  meet  with  ?  Satan 
fiands  at  his  right  hand  (  his  working  hand  )  torefift,  him, 
Zech.  3.  I.  when  he  would  do  good,  eyil.^  ffthe  eyjl  of  ihis 
own  heart  and  nature  )>j  is  prefent  with. hitn*  ^,v.vui;i..,j'  ;  ■.  ih 

The  Husbandman  hath  ibme  refiing  days,  when throws 
afide  all  his  work  ,  and  takes  his  recreation  >  but  .the  •Chri¬ 
fiian  hath  no  refiing  day,  till  his  dying  day  )  and  then'he 
ijiall  refi  from  his  labours.  Religion  allows  no  idle  days^,. 
but  requires  him  to  be  ays  abounding  in  tloe  wor\  of  the  ford^ 
I  Cor.  15.58.  When  one  duty  is  done,  another  calls  for  him  j 
the  Lord’s  day  is  a  day  of  refi  to  the  Husbandman  )  but  no 
day  in  the  week  fo  laborious  to  the  Chrifiian.  Oh  Tis  a 
fpending  day  to  him.  When  he  hath  gathered  in  the  crop  of 

one 

- - - - - - - 


The  heavenly  ufe  of  earthly  things. 

one  duty  i  he  is  not  to  fit  down  fatisfied  therewith,  or  fay  as 
that  worldling  did,  Luhf  12.  ip.  Soul  tak^e  thine  eafe 
thou  hajl  goodt  laid  up  for  many  years^  but  muft  to  plow  a- 
gain,  and  count  it  well  if  the  Vintage  reach  to  the  feed-time 
Lev.  26.  5.  I  mean,  if  the  ftrength,  influence,  and  comforts 
of  one  duty,  hold  out  to  another  duty  ;  and  that  it  may  be 
fo,  and  there,be  no  room  left  for  idlenefs  i  God  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  ejaculatory  prayer,  to  fill  up  the  intervals,  betwixt 
ftated  and  the  more  folemn  duties.  Thefe  are  to  keep  in  the 
fire,  which  kindled  the  morning  Sacrifice ,  to  kindle  the 
evening  facrifice.  When  can  the  Chriftian  fit  down  and  fay 
now  all  my  work  is  ended,  I  have  nothing  to  do  without 
doors,  or  within. 

Laftly,  There  is  a  time  when  the  labour  of  the  Husband¬ 
man  is  ended  i  old  age  and  weaknefs  takes  him  off  from  all 
imployment  i  they  can  only  look  upon  their  labourers  but 
cannot  do  a  ftroke  of  work  themfelves  j  they  can  tell’  you 
what  they  did  in  their  younger  years,  but  now  (  fay  they  ) 
we  mull  leave  it  to  younger  people ;  we  cannot  be  young  al¬ 
ways  :  But  the  Chriftian  is  never  fuper-annuated  as  to  the 
work  of  Religion  i  yea,the  longer  he  lives,  the  more  his  Ma- 
fter  expeds  from  him.  When  he  is  full  of  days ,  God 
expedsheihould  befull  of  fruit,  Ffal,  p.iy.  f hey  (halt  bring 
forth  friiit  in  old  age,  Iheyjhall  be  fat  and  flottrijhing, 
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that  one  hour  at  plow  hath  done.  I  have  either  wholly  neg- 
leded,  or  at  heft,  fo  lazily  performed  religious  duties,  that 
I  may  truly  fay,  I  offer  to  God  what  coft  me  nothing.  Wo  is 
me  poor  wretch  How  is  the  judgment  of  Cerah  fpiritually 
executed  upon  me  ?  The  earth  opened  her  mouth  and  fwal- 

lowed 


HOW  hard  have  I  laboured  for  the  bread  that  perifheth  ? 

prevented  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  laboured  as  in 
the  very  fire,  and  yet  is  the  Chriftians  work  harder  than 
mine  ?  Surely  then,  I  never  yet  underflood  the  work  of 
Chriftianity.  Alas !  my  fleepy  prayers  and  formal  duties, even 
all  that  ever  I  performed  in  my  life,  never  coft  me  that  oains 
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j  lowed  up  his  body,  but  it  hath  opetled  its  mouth  and  fwal- 
lowed  up  my  hearty  my  time,  and  all  my  aflfedions.  How 
far  am  I  from  the  Kingdom  of  God  /  , 

And  how  little  better  is  my  cafe, .  who  have  indeed  profef- 
fed  Religion,  but  never  made  it  my  bufineis  ^  VV  ill  an  empty 
(though  fplendid  )  profellion  fave  me ?  How  rhany  braye 
Ships  have  periihed  in  the  ftorms,  notwithftariiJing  their  fine 
names,  the  Frofperous^  tht  Succefs^  the  Haffy-return  ?  A  fine 
name  could  not  protect  them  from  the  rocks,  nor  will  it  fave 
me  from  hell.  I  have  done  by  Religion  as  I  would  have  done 
by  the^world  i  prayed  asif  I  prayed  not>  arid  heard  as  ifl 
•heard  not.  I  have  given  to  God  but  the  fhadow  of  duty  , 
and  can  never  expedt  from  him  a  real  reward. 

How  unlike  a  Chriftian  doftthoualfo  (Omy  Soul)  go 
about  thy  work  j  though  upright  in  the  main,  yet  how  little 
zeal  and  at^ivity  doft  thou  exprefs  in  thy  duties  ?  Awake 
love  and  zeal,  feeft  thou  not  the  toil  and  pains  men  take  for 
the  world  ?  how  do  they  prevent  the  dawning  of  the  day.? 
and  labour  as  in  the  very  fire  till  night  >  and  all  this  for  a  trifle! 
fhould  not  every  drop  of  fweat  which  I  fee  trickle  from 
their  brows,  fetch  (  as  it  were  )  a  drop  of  blood  from  my 
heart  ?  who  am  thus  convinced  and  reproved  of  fhameful  la- 
zinefs,  by  their  indefatigable  diligence.  Do  they  pant  after 
the  duft  of  the  earth  ?  Amos  2,  j,  and  (hall  not  I  pant  after 
God  ?  42.  r.  Ah,  my  foul !  It  was  not  wont  to  be  fo 

with  thee,  in  the  dayes  of  my  firft  profellion.  Should  I  have 
had  no  more  communion  with  God  in  duties  then,  it  would 
have  broken  my  heart ;  I  fhould  have  been  weary  of  my 
life.  Is  this  a  time  for  one  to  ftand  idle  who  ftands  at  the 
door  of  Eternity  ?  What,  now  flack-handed,  when  fonear 
fo  my  everlafting  Reft  1  Kom,  13.  n,  or  haft  thou  found  the 
work  of  God  fo  unpleafant  to  thee,  ?rov,  3.  17.  or  the 
trade  of  godlinefs  fo  unprofitable  ?  FfaU  ip.  ii.  Or  know- 
eft  thou  not  that  millions  now  in  hell  perifhed  for  want  of 
ferious  diligence  in  Religion?  Luks  i3»34*  or  doth  my 
diligence  for  God  anfwer  to  that  which  Chrift  hath  done  and 
juffered  to  purchafe  my  happinefs  ?  or  to  the  preparations 
he  hath  made  in  heaven  for  me  ?  or  doft  thou  forget  that  th]^ 

'  Mafteri 


23 


Makers  eye  is  always  upon  thee,  whilfi:  thou  are  lazing  and 
loytering?  Or  would  the  damned  live  at  this  rate  as  I  do,  if 
their  day  of  grace  might  be  recalled  ?  forfhame  (my  foulj 
for  (hame  /  ’  Rouze  up  thy  felf  and  fall  to  thy  work  with  a 
diligence  anfvyerable  to  the  weight  thereof;  for  it  is  no  Vain 
work  concerning  thee,  it  is  thy  life.  - 

.  ^  J  ^  a 

The  Pom. 


Religion  WHEN  advanc’d  in  power, 

Will  make  you  HU  SB  .\ND  every  hour. 

'  ’T will  make  MEN  ilrive  with  all  their  might. 

And  therein  FIND  a  fweet  delight. 

If  there  were  NOUGHT  befides  that  pay, 

Chrift  gives  TO  cheer  us  in  our  way , 

Should  we  not  t)0  thebeft  we  can  ? 

For  there’s '  NO  fuch  reward  from  man. 

Shall  others  WORK,  and  not  regard 
Their  ftrengthj  TO  get  a  fmall  reward  ? 

Whilftwe  Turn  flugs,  and  loyter  thus  ? 

Oh  that  THEIR  zeal  might  quicken  us 
Why  are  our  HANDS,  and  feet  fo  flow. 

When  we  UNTO  our  bufinefs  go  ? 

How  can  we  '  THEN  Chrift’s  pay  exped. 

And  yet  the  CHRISTIANS  work  reje(^  ? 

If  this,  then  ALSO  that  embrace 
'  Them  both;  IF  not,  we  both  difgrace. 

Some  if  THEY  could  thefe  two  divide, 

TVoul(F  PLEASE  them  well  with  Chrift  to  fide, 
But  if  they  MAY  not,  then  it  were 

As  good  CEASE  pleading,  they’l  not  hear. 

Rouze  up  FROM  floth,  (  my  foul  )  betake 
Thee  to  thy  WORK,  no  Cavils  make. 

O  ftrive,,  AND  try  !  Saints  fay  that  even 
The  pain  they  TAKE,  hath  much  of  heaven. 

But  yet  THEIR  beft  wine’s  kept  till  laft, 

Their  Reft, and  EASE  comes  all  fo  faft. 

C  H  A  P. 


Eph.  $.  15. 


Luke  13.24, 
Pfal.  47. 
Pfal.  19.  9. 


Pfal.  73.  2$. 
Amos  2.  7. 
Ecckf.  6,  7. 


Pfal.  4.  6, 
Korn.  12.  II. 

Gal.  6*  i5. 

Heb.  12.  24. 
Mac.  20.21,22* 


Mar.  19.22. 
Galal.  6,  9, 


Luke  13.24, 
Pfal.  19.  io. 
John  20.  10. 
rieb.  4.  utt* 
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upon  the 
thrifunefs  of 

C  H  A  P.  1 1.  V  ^ 

The  hardejl  labourers  are  the  thriving  men. 

If  youl  have  thriving  fouls ^  be  a&ive  th^n. 

OBSERVAION. 

T  Nduftry  and  diligence  is  the  way  to  thrive  and  grow  rich 
JL  in  the  world.  The  earth  muft  be  manured, or  its  increafe 

ilie  Husband- 
.'man. 

is  in  vain  expected  >  ^^fugit  mol  am  ^  fugit  farinam  \  he  that 
refufes  the  mill,  refufes  the  meal,  (faith  the  Proverb )  the  di¬ 
ligent  foul  (hall  be  made  fat;  Solomon  hath  two  proverbs  con¬ 
cerning  thriftinefs  and  increafe  in  the  world.  In  Frov.  10,4.  he 
faith,  ihe  hand  of  the  diligent  ma^eth  rich.  And  z/.  2  2.  he  faith 
Ihe  bleffing  of  the  Lordmak^th  rich,  Thefe  are  not  contradtHo- 
ry^  but  confirmatory  each  of  other ,  one  fpeaks  of  the  principal 
the  other  of  the  Mrumental  caufe;  Diligence  without  Gods 

blelling  will  not  do  it  ^  and  that  bleffing  .cannot  ,  be  expedfed 
without  diligence  *,  therefore  Husbandmen  ply  their  bufinefs 
wtih  unweariM  pains, they  do  even  lodge  in  the  midft  of  their 

% 

labours,  as  that  good  Husband  Boaz  did,  Kuth  2. 3  ^  they  are 
parf  monions  oi  their  time,  but  frod/gj/ of  their  fweat  .and 
rirength,becaufe  they  find  this  to  be  the- thriving  way. 

-  APPLICATION. 

- 

i 

-  - 

Non  lilercHrii 
fed  operarii. 

\  S  nature  opens  her  treafures  to  none  but  the  diligent , 
JLX.  fo  neither  doth  grace.  •  He  that  will  be  rich  muft  be  a‘ 
painful  Chriftiah  i  and  whofoever  will  clofely  ply  the  trade 
of  godlinefs,  fhall  comfortably  and  quickly  find,  Ihat  in  fyep- 
ing  Gods  commands  there  is  great  rerrard.  Pfal.  1^.  1 1* .  Gold  is 
a  bountiful  rejvarder  of  fuch  as  diligently  feek^him^  Heb.'4  i.d. 
They  muft  not  indeed  work  for  wages,  nor  yet  will  God  fuf- 
fer  their  work  to  go  unrewarded  i  yea,  it  fufficiently  rewards 
itfelf,  I  T/w.  6,6.  and  its  reward  is  twofold,  (ij  prefcnt,and 
in  part  *>  (2)  future  and  in  full,  Marl^  10. 2^,  30.  Nbw  in  this 
time  an  hundred  fold,  even  from  fuftering,  which  feems 
the  moft  unprofitable  part  of  the  work  ,  and  in  the  \vorld 
to  come ,  life  everlafting.  If  you  ask  what  prefent  ‘ad- 

. 

vantage 
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advantage  Chilians  have  by  their  diligence  ?  I  anfwer ,  as 
much  and  more  than  the  Husbandman  hath  from  all  his  toils 
and  labours.  Let  us  compare  the  particulars ,  and  fee  what 
thQ  Husbandman  gets,  that  the  Chriftian  gets  not  alfo.  Com¬ 
pare  your  gains ,  and  you’l  quickly  fee  the  ods. 

You  get  credit  and  reputation  by  your  diligence  >  ’tis  a 
commendation  and  honour  to  you,  to  be  adive  and  ftirring 
men  :  But  how  much  more  honour  doth  God  put  upon  his 
laborious  fervants  •,  ’Tis  the  higheft  honour  of  a  creature  to 
be  a6tive  and  ufeful  for  its  God.  Saints  are  called  vejfeh  of 
honour^  as  they  are  fitted  for  the  Mailers  ufe,  2  fim.  2.21. 
Wherein  confifts  the  honour  of  Angels  but  in  this  *,  that  they 
are  miniftringfpirits,  ferviceable  creatures  ?  And  all  the  A^ 
pofiles  gloried  in  the  title  of  fervants.  The  lowed  Office  in 
which  a  man  can  ferve  God,  even  that  of  a  Nethinim,  or 
door-keeper,  which  was  the  lowed  order  or  rank  of  Officers 
inthe  Houfeof  God;  Ezek^.  44*  ‘syet  preferred  by 

before  the  fervice  ofthegreated  Prince  on  earth,  , 
48. 10.  ’Tis  no  fmall  honour  to  be  active  for  God. 

You  have  this  benefit  by  your  labour,  that  thereby  youj 
avoid  loofe  and  evil  company,  which  would  draw  you  into 
mifehief.  By  diligence  for  God,  the  Chridian  alfo  is  fecured. 
from  temptations  i  God  is  with  them  while  they  are  with  him^  ^ 
2  Chron,  15.  2,  .  Communion  with  God  in  the  way  of  duty  i 
is  a  gerat  prefevrative  againd  temptations.  The  School-men 
put  the  quedion,  how  the  Angels  and  glorified  Saints  become : 
impeccant?  and  refolve  it  thus,  that  they  are  fecured  from 
fin,  by  the  beatifical  Vifion  *,  and  fure  I  am,  that  the  Villons 
^  of  God,  not  only  in  glory,  but  now  alfo  in  duty,  are  mar¬ 
vellous  defences  againd  fin  h  and  they  that  are  mod  a6tive  for 
God  5  have  the  fulled  and  cleared  vifions  of  God ,  John 

^You  have  this  benefit  by  your  labour,  that  it  tends  much 
to  the  health  of  your  bodies.  The  Chridian  hath  this  bene¬ 
fit  by  his  labour,  that  it  tends  to  a  faithful  date  of  foul  •, 
fhe  way  of  the  Lord  is  ftrength  to  the  tfpright,  VrQv- 1 0.-2^.  As 
thofe  that  follow  their  daily  labours  in  the  fields,  have  much 

more  health  than  Citizens  that  live  idly,  or  Scholars  that 

.  E  live 
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the  flothful 
foul. 


live  a  fedentary  life.  So  the  adtive  Chriftian  enjoys  more 
fpiritual  health,  and  is  troubled  with  fewer  complaints  than 
others. 

By  diligence  in  your  civil  imployments ,  you  preferve 
youredates,  and’ are  kept  from  running  behind-hand  in  the 
'Wotld/'Baylifff  iibuhlQ  not  fuch  mens  doors  >  theyufually 
have  the  fore- foot  of  their  neighbours.  And  by  a^ivity  and 
diligence  for  God,  fouls  are  kept  from  backfliding,  and  Tun¬ 
ing  back  in  their  graces  and  comfotts.  Remiflions  and  intcr- 
miflions  in  our  duties,  are  the  firft  deps  and  degrees  by  which 
a  foul  declines  and  waftes,  as  to  his  fpiritual  eftate. 

Your  pains  and  diligence  in  the  fields,  makes  your  beds 
fweet  to  you  at  night,  Ecclef,  5. 12.  Refi  is  fmet  to  a  lahou- 
ring  man^  rphether  he  eat  little  or  much.  But  the  diligent  life 
of  a  Chriftian  makes  the  clods  of  the  valley,  his  grave  fweet 
unto  him,  2  Cor,  1.12.  2  Kings  20.3.  Remember  novpy  0 
Lordj  horv  1  have  walked  before  thee^  &c.  Think  Chriftian  , 
how  fweet  it  will  be  for  thee  when  thou  comeft  to  die  i  to  fay 
then  as  thy  Redeemer  did,  when  near  his  death,  Job,  17.  4v  5, 
I  have  fnijhed  the  worh^  thou  gavefl  me  to  do  j  and  now^  0 
Father^  glorifie  me  rrith  thine  own  felf. 

The  expence  of  your  fwcat  fills  your  purfes ,  you  get 
by  your  diligence  and  labour  ?  but  what  are  your  gains  to 
the  gains  of  Chrifiians .?  They  can  get  in  an  hour,  that  which 
they  will  not  part  with  for  all  the  gold  and  filver  on  earth, 
Trov,  3. 14. 

-  So  that  compare  thofe  labourers  as  to  all  their  advantages, 
and  you  (hall  fee  that  there  is  no  trade  like  that  which  the  di¬ 
ligent  Chriftian  drives.  -  I  . 

REFLECTION. 

Blufh  then,  O  my  foul,  at  the  confideration  of  thy  lazinefs 
and  floth,  which  is  attended  with  fo  many  fpiritual  wants ! 
and  can  1  wonder  at  it,  when  1  refufe  the  painful  way  of  du¬ 
ty,  in'which^the  precious  fruits  of  godhfiefs  ate  only  to  be 
found  CTf  thefe  fruits  lay  upon  the  furface  of  duty,  or  could 
be  had  with  wi(hes,  I  fhould  not  want  them  v  but  to  dig 

deep 
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deep  and  take  pains  I  cannot.  My  deiires,  like  thofe  of  the 
fiothful  man,  kill  me,  hecaufe  my  bands  refufe  to  labour.Vxov, 
21.25.  If  every  duty  were  to  be  rewarded  prefently  with 
gold,  would  I  not  have  been  more  affiduous  in  them  than  I 

have’been  ?  And  yet  I  know  that  a  heart  full  of  the  grace  and 
comfort  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  is  better  than  a  houfefull  of  gold 
and  filver.  O  what  a  compolltion  of  Rupidity  and  floth  am 
l  !  I  have  been  all  fox  the  (hort  cut  to  comfort,  when  con- 
ftant  experience  teacheth,  that  the  farther  way  about ,  by 
painful  duty,  is  the  nearfeR  Way  to  it.  What  pains  do  Huf- 
bandmen  take  ?  what  perils  do  Seamen  run,  for  a  little  gain  ? 
O  lluggiQi  heart',  wilt  thou  do  nothing  for  eternal  trcafures  ? 

■Secondly,  if  therebe  fuch  great  rewards  attending  dili¬ 
gence  in  duty,  then  why  art  thou  fo  apt  (O  my  foul)  to  call 
off  duty,  becaufe  thou  findeft  not  prefent  comfort  in  it  ?  how 
quickly  am  I  difeouraged,  if  I  prefently  find  not  what  I  ex- 
ped  in  duty  ?  whereas  the  Well  is  deep,  and  much  pains 
mull  be  taken  to  draw  up  thofe  waters  of  joy,  12.  3. 
there  is  a  golden  vein  in  the  mount  of  duty,  but  it  lyes  deep 
and  becaufe  I  meet  not  with  it  as  foon  as  I  exped,  my  lazy 
heart  throws  by  the  (hovel,  and  cries.  Dig  I  cannot. 

Thirdly,  if  this  be  indeed  the  rich  and  thriving  trade,  why 
do  I  peddle  about  the  poor  low  things  of  the  world  fo  much, 
negleding  the  rich  trade  of  godlinefs  for  it  ?  O,  ho  w  much 
of  my  time  and  llrength  have  thefe  things  devoured  .  Had 
1  imployed  that  time  in  communion  with  God,  would  it  not 
have  turned  to  a  better  account  ?  Thinkeft  thou  in  earned , 
O  my  (bul,  that  God  hath  indowed  thee  with  fuch  excellent 
faculties,  capable  of  the  mod  divine  and  heavenly  imploy- 
ments,  or  that  Jefus  Chrid  hath  (hed  his  invaluably  precious 
blood,  or  that  he  hath  fent  forth  the  glorious  fpirit  of  Holi- 
nefs,  and  all  this  to  fit  men  for  no  higher  or  nobler  imploy- 

ments  than  thefe  ?  .  ,  t-,  ,1,  /-„j 

Is  this  the  end  of  thy  wonderful  creation  ?  Doth  God 

whirl  about  the  heavens  in  endlefs  revolutions,  to  beget  time 

for  this?  or  doth  he  not  rather  expeS  that  the  weightied 

work  Ihould  engrofs  thy  greated  drength ,  and  choiced 

hours?  O  that  I  could  once  confider  what  a  good  Mailer 
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Chriftians  ferve,  who  will  not  only  abundantly  reward  them 
*at  night  j  but  brings  them  their  food  into  the  field  to  incou¬ 
rage  them  in  their  labour  /  What  pity  is  it  that fo  good  a 
Maher  fhould  be  fo  badly  ferved  as  he  hath  been  by  me  ! 
Hearkj  how  he»pleads  to  gain  my  heart.  s  -  . 

,  .  7  '  '  =  ^ 

.  a  ^  1  •  •  ,  ,  _ .  - 
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The  PO  E  M,  by  way  of  Dialogue,  betwixt 

Ghrift  and  the  world. 

;  r  •  ‘ 

\  ■,.-  \  ■ 

'  CHRIST. 

fohn  6.  17. 

I  Cor.  7.  31, 
Mar.  i^.  ^6. 

'  t  Tim.  6, 

Mark  4?  19. 

'  '  ■ 

j Pro V..  8.19.  ■' 

'  fo  free  of  fveat  and  time  ? 

For  riphat  e^ re  long  will  not  be  thine » 

^  Or  if  it  mighty  thou  felPft  to  loj}^  ’ 

1  A  precious  foul  for  lajling  drofs,  ' 

ihofe  weary  hands  ^  and  toiling  hr  ains-i  .  ' 

Might  be  imploy^d  for  better  gains* 

IFouldli  thou  but  work^  as  hard  for  me 
'  As  for  the  JForld’,  which  cozQXis  thee  ?  - 

Tihy  gains  fhould  be  athoufand  foldi  ' 

^  For  my  revenue's  more  than  gold*  '  * 

i 

l< 

WORLD. 

■  .  .  70'  ^ 

\ 

i 

i 

i 
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»  ' 
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» 

Soul^  I  have  always  found  thee  willing 
‘  Father  by  meto  earn  a  Jhillingh  ..  ' 

*Ihan  iruft  uncertain  things  which  lye^ 

Beyound  thee  in  Eternity* 

Shall  things  unfeen  now  tempt  thee  ?  tufh^ 

A  bird  in  hand^s  worth  two  Fth  bujh  : 

'  b  pay  thy  wages  down  in  hand^  ‘  ;  ; 

■  '  This  thou  canfi'feel^  tafte^  underfiand*  ^  f 

\  0  let  not  fuch  a  vain  pretence j  '  .  ‘  ;  x 

Frevail  againfi  thy  very  fence*  '  .  y  ;  ' 

,  .  C  H  R  I  S  T. 

- -  — . .  '  ■ 
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C  H  R  -I  S-  T. 

ihns  heaftf  are  led^  thus  birds  are  J^nar^d^ 

T^hns  fouls  for  ruine  are  prefar^d^  ^ ^ 
IVhat  ?  truji  m  farther  then  you  fee^  \  '  ' 

'Ton'll  truji  a  thief  as  far  as  me',  ■  c  ' 

Deluded  wretch ,  will  naught  hut  fight 
And  fence  convince  thee  ?  0  how  rights 
How  juji  is  God  /  whofe  direful  fcourge 
Such  Arguments  in  hell  (hall  urge, 

WORLD. 

Chriji  threatens  wrath  to  comey  hut  I 
Do  threaten  thee  with  poverty, 

And  why  wilt  thou  thy  felf  ^  andthoje  " 

lhat  are  fo  dear  f  to  want  exp&p?  -  ‘  . 

Come-i  fie  the  Saints ‘y  for  all  their'hrags  :'  V" 
How  well  they  thrive^  they^r  cloath^d  with  rags', ' 

CHRIST. 


..i . 


If  my  dear  Saints  in  rags  do  go^  -  ' 

.’JV/  not  Keligion  cloaths  them  fo\  •’ 
But  h)  fuch  wants  the  Lord  prepares 
fheir  fouls^  againji  thy  killing  fnares^ 
*1  hey  all  are  Heirs ^  though  under  age  y 
Expedants  of  their  heritage. 

Kept  jhort,  for  prefent^  yet  contemn 
A  change  with  thofi  that  feoff  at  them,'. 

'  W  O  R  L  D. 

It  is  in  vain  to ^  pleads  for  I 

with  prefent  things  charm  powerfully,'. 

What  eVf  thou  oferfiy  they  I  defpife  > 

I  bold  them  prifoners  by  their  eyes. 
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3^  ir. 
EcoIeC  ii,  9, 
John  20,  2;. 


2  Tim.  3.  1 5-, 
Rom.  2.  y. 

Mark  6,  i6. 
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I  Tim.  4.  8. 

I  Cor.i.i8,t9> 
I  Tim.  5.9. 
James  t,  5. 
Jude  21. 

Pfal.  17.1^,14. 


CHRIST. 


CHRIST; 


If  they  mil  ferve  no  other  Lord^ 

A  hen  let  it  ft  and  upon  record, 
AgatnH  their  fouls  that  they  refused 
My  TvageSy  and  my  grace  abused, 
'Remember  this  when  they  Jhall  fee , 
All  turned  to  ajhes  that's  in  thee. 


A  N  a  T  H  E  R. 

NOne  mil  deny^  but  thofe  are  bleffed  painsj 
Which  are  attended  with  the  richefi  gains. 
Grant  this^  and  then  moft  clearly  ^tisinferr^d^ ' 
Soul-wor\  to  all  defervesto  be  prefer^ d. 

*This  is  an  unj^own  trade ^  Ohy  who  can  county 
To  what  . the  gains  of  godlinefs  amount  ? 

For  one  poor  Jhilling^  Oh^  what  reskj  fame  run  ? 

Some  toiling  as  Pth  fire^  from  Sun  to  Sun  i 
Whereas  one  hour  Jpent  with  God  brings  in 
Such  heavenly  treafures^  that  poor  fouls  have  been 
Inrich' d  for  ever.  Even  as  you  fee 
A  Princes  Favourite  upon  thek^ee^ 

Can  in  an  hours  time  more  wealth  obtain^ 

T’han  all  your  lives  by  labour  you  can  gain. 

Prayer  gains  are  great ^  and  quicj^  returns  are  made^ 

S ure  then  the  Chriftian  drives  the  richeft  trade ^  ^  - 

^^is  true^  the  Hypocrite  that  never  drove 

A  ferious  trade  for  heaven  may  bankrupt  prove  > 

But  holy  fouls  which  minde^  and  clofely  ply 
’Fheir  buftnefs^  g^^^^tly  are  enriched  thereby. 

Ihe  difference  'iwixt  the  one  and  Pothers  heft.  '/\  ^ 

By  fitch  a  Simile 'as  this  expreft,  ^ 

As  in  a  Summers  day  you  often  fee^ 
the  wanton  Butterfly  and  painfuIBeei  ^ 


^'V 


Tbepeavenfyi^<hf0HMjihwgs. 

On  fragrant  flowers  flxy  whence  one  doth  fir  he 

TlO  bear  his  precious  burden  to  the  Hive  : 

*lhe  others  pains  no  profit  with  it  brings ^ 
i  His  time  is  /pent  in  painting  ofl  "his  wings* 

'  lichen  Winter  comes ^  the  Bee  has  full  fupplies^  - 

'the  other  creeps  into  an  hole  and  dies*  <  i  .  -  ’ 

Lik^  different  events  fhall  be  betwixt  '  j 

1  he  painful  Saint^  and  lazy  Notionilf*  •  « 

CHAP.  Ill, 

The  Ploughman  (isfgs  an d'whijlks  though  he  Jiveat^ 

Shall  Chrijiians  droops  hecaufe  their  work^  is  great? 

-  ..  - - -  ^  - - *■■■■■  ■  «  - - — ^  .... 

Upon  the 
chearfulnefs  of 
the  Husband- 

fnan. 

■  '  ..O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N. 

^"T^Hough  the  labours  of  Husbandmen  are  very  great  and 
JL  toilfoin>yet  with  what  cheerfulnefs  do  they  go  through 
them  ?  It  is  very  delightful  to  hear  (he  melody  they  make 
bywhiftiing,  as  they  follow  (he  PIowv  yea,  the  very  horfes 
have  their  bells,  which  make  a  pleafant  noife.  Horfes  (faith 
Mr.  Fuller  )  will  do  mo  'e  for  a  whiftle  than  a  .  whip\  and  their- 
Bells  do  as  it  were,  gingle  away  their  wearinefs.  I  have  been 
often  delighted  with  this  Country  mufick,  whereby  they 
fweeten  their  hard  labours  with  an  innocent  pleafure,  and 
verifie.  the  faying  df  the  Poet; 

Ovid.  tempHS  in  agrorum  cultu  confumere  dulce  eft, 

Akhough  they  plow  from  morning  until  night. 
Time  heals  away  with  pleafure  and  delight. 

' 

APPLICATION,  1 

Qllt  how  much  greater  emfe  have  the  people  cf  God  tO' 
X3  addrefs  themf  Ives  unto  his  work,  with  all  chearfulnefs 
of  fpirit }  And  indeed,  fo  far  as  the  heart  is  fpiritual  y  it  de¬ 
lights 

lights  in  its  duties.  ’Tis  true,  the  work*of  a  Chriftian  is 
'  painful,  and  much  more  fpending  than  the  Husbandmans  (as 
was  opened  Chap,  i.  )  but  then  it  as  much  exceeds  in  the  de¬ 
lights  and  pleafures  that  attend  it.  What  is  the  Chrihians 
,  work,  but  rpith  joylo  draw  w'ater  out  of  the  wells  offalvAtlon  f 
Ifa.  12.3.  'You  may  fee  what  a  pleafant  path  the  path  of  du¬ 
ty  is,  by  the  chearfulnefs  of  thofe  that  have  walked  in  them, 
Ffal,  I  ip,  14,  I  have  rejoycedin  the  way  of  thy  judgment ,  as 
much  as  in  all  riches.  And  by  the  promifes  that  are  made  to 
fuch,  Tfal,  138.5.  TVj,  they  Jhall  fmg  in  the  ways  of  the 
1  Lord^  for  great  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  And  again,  Tou  (hall 
1  have  a  fong  as  in  the  nighty  when  an  holy  folemnity  is  k^pt^  and 
gladnejs  of  he  art  as  when  one  goeth  with  a  pipe^  to  come  to  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord^  to  the  mighty  one  of  Ifraef  Ifa.  30.  2p. 
And  laftly,  by  the  many  commands ,  whereby  joy  in  the 
r  ways  of  the  Lord  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Saints.  Kejoyce  in 
the  Lord^  ye  righteous^  for  praije  is  comely  for  the  upright ^  Pfal. 

{  py.  12.  Kejoyce-i  andagain,^  I  fay  rejoyce^  Phil.  4.4.  Where 
the  command  is  doubled  s  yea,  not  only  limple  rejoycing  ,* 
butthehighcft  degree  of  that  duty  comes  within  the  com¬ 
mand,  Pfal,  1 32.  p,  id.  Shout  for  joy^  all  ye  that  are  upright 
in  heart.  And  Lu^  6,  22^23.  tthey  are  bid  to  leap  forjoy,^ 
when  about  the  diflicult’ii  part  of  their  work ,  and  that  you 
may  fee  there  is  fufficient  ground  for  it,  and  that  it  is  not  like 
the  mad  mirth  of  tinners,  be  pleafed  to  confider. 

The  nature  of  the  work  about  which  they  are  employed  j 
it  is  the  moll:  excellent  and  heavenly  employment  that  ever 
fouls^were  acquainted  with.  O  what  a  ravilhing  and  delight-  j 
fome  thing  it  is,  to  walk  with  God  ! .'  and  yet  by^this ,  the, 
whole  work  of  a  Chriliian  is  exprelfed,  Gen,  17.  i:.'  Xan 
any  lite  compare  with  this  for  pleafure  ?  Can  they  be  chill 
(hat  walk  in  the  Sun-fliine  ?  or  fad,  that  abide  in  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  all  delights?  and  walk  with  him  whofe  name  is  the; 
God  of  all  comfort,  2  Cor,  i,  3.  In  whofe  prefence  is  fulnefs 
py-i  Pf^l.  id.  II.  O  what  an  Angelical  life  doth  a  Chri-: 
fiian  then  live ! 

Or  C  2ly.)  If  we  confider  the  variety  of  fpiritual  imploy- 
ments,  varietas  dele&at.  Change  of  employment  takes  off 
'  the 


the  tedioufnefs  of  Labour.  Variety  of  voices  pleafe  the  ear  : 
variety  of  colours  delights  the  eye  i  the  fame  meat  prepared  fe- 
veral  ways,  plcafes  the  palate  more,  and  clogs  it  lefs.  But  O 
the  variety  of  choice  diflies  wherewithGod  entertains  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  a  Sabbath  !  as  the  Word,  Prayer,  Sacraments,  See.  Ifa. 
5  8. 13.  If  thou  call  the  Sabbath  thy  delights  *,  or  as  "Iremdi- 
renders  it,  thy  delicate  things*  My  foul  ( (diih  David ) 
Jhall  be  fatisjied  as  with  marrow  andfatnefs^  PfaJ.  ^3.  5. 

Or,  lahly,  if  we  confider  the  fuitablenefs  of  this  work  , 
to  a  regenerate  foul.  Is  it  any  pain  for  a  bird  to  fly  ?  or  a 
hfh  to  fwim  ?  Is  the  eye  tired  with  beautiful  objects  ?  or  the 
ear  with  melodious  founds  ?  As  little  can  a  fpiritual  foul  be 
wearied  with  fpiritual  and  heavenly  exercifes,  Rom.  7.22.  I 
delight  in  the  Law  ofGod^after  the  inner  man.  Gravia  non  gra~ 
vitamin  eorum  loco  f^dLith  the  Fhilofopher)  weighty  things  are 
not  heavy  in  their  own  element,  or  center.  Andfurely,  God 
is  the  center  of  all  gracious  fpirits.  A  Saint  can  fit  from  mor¬ 
ning  to  night  to  hear  difeourfes  of  the  love  and  lovelinefs  of 
Jefus  Chrifi.  The  fight  of  your  thriving  flocks  and  flou- 
rifliing  fields,  cannot  yield  you  that  pleafure  which  an  up¬ 
right  foul  can  find  in  one  quarter  of  an  hours  communion 
with  God.  they  that  are  after  the flejh^fmh  the  kpofih^Rom, 
8.  5.  )  do  mind  the  things  of  the  fiefh^  and  they  that  are  after 
thefpirit^  the  things  of  the  ffirit.  But  then,  look  how  much 
heavenly  objects  tranfeend  earthly  ones,  and  how  much  the 
bul  is  more  capable  of  delight  in  thofe  objedfs,  than  the  grofs 
and  duller  fenfes  are  in  theirs  v  fo  much  doth  the  pleasures 
arifing  from  the  d  uty  excel  all  fenfitive  delights  on  earth. 


REFLECTIONS. 

How  am  I  caft  and  condemned  by  this,  may  I  fay  ^  whb 
never  favoured  this  fpiritual  delight  in  holy  duties.  When  I 
I  am  about  my  earthly  imployments*,  I  can  go  unweariedly , 
.  from  day  to  day  all  the  way  is  downhill  to  my  nature :  and 
.  the  wheels  of  my  affedfions  being  oyled  with  carnal  delight , 
run  fo  fafl,  that  they  have  need  mofl  times  of  trigging.  Here 
.  I  rather  need  the  curb  than  the  fpur.  O,  how  fleet  and  nim- 
i  .  F  ble 
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he  Hypo- 
ites  Refle- 
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tion. 


i  •  - 

bk  are  toy  Tpirits,  in  thefe  their  purfuits !  But  O',  what  a 
am  1  in  TeUgious  duties !  Sure  if  my  heart  were  renewed 
by°grace  j  I'lhould  d.elight  in  the  law  of  God,  Korn..  7.  22. 

All  the  world  is  alive  in  their  ways,  every  creature  enjoyes 
his  proper  pleafure  3  and  is  there  no  delight  to  be  found  in 
the  paths  of  holinefs  ?  Is  godlinefs  only  a  dry  root ,  that 
bearsmo  pleafant  fruits  >  No,  no,  there  are  doubtlefs  incom¬ 
parable  pkafures  to  be  found  therein ;  but  fuch  a  carnal  heart 
as  mine  favours  them  not.  ♦  1*  .  1  • 

I  cannot  fay,  but  I  have  found  delight  m  Religious  duties 
but  they  have  been  only  fuch  as  rather  fprang  from  the  often- 
■  tation  of  gifts  and  applaufes  of  men  ,  than  any  fweet  and 
\  real  communion  I  have  had  with  God  through  them  i 
have  rather  proved  food  and  fewel  to  my  pride,  than  food  to 
my  Soul.  Like  the  Nightingale  I  can  ling  fweetly,when  I  ob- 
ferve  others  to  liften  to  me ,  and  be  affeded  with  my  mu- 
fick.  O,  falfe  deceitful  heart,  fuch  delights  as  this  \vill  end  in 
howling  !  -were  my  fpirit  right,  it  would  as  much  delight  in 
retirements  for  the  enjoyment  of  God  ,  as  it  doth  m  tnoie 
duties  that  are  moll:  expofed  to  the  obfervation  of  man.  vVill 
fuch  a  fpring  as  this  maintain  a  ftream  of  affedions*,  when 
carnal  motives  fail  ?  What  wilt  thou  anfwer  (O  my  louU  to 
that  queftion,  Job  27.9,  to.  mil GodhearhU ept^hon trou¬ 
ble  comes  upon  him  ?  mil  be  delight  hmfelf  in  the  Jlmighty? 

I  mm  he  altoays  call  upon  God  ?  What  wilt  thou  reply  to  this 
I  queftion?  Deceive  not  thou  thyfelf)  O  my  foul-  thou  wilt 
doubtlefs  be  eafily  peifwaded  to  let  go  that  thou  never  de- 
lightedftini  and  from  an  hypocrite  in  Religion',  quickly  be- 

come  an  ApoHate  from  Religion. 

From  all  this,  the  upright  heart  takes  advantage  to  rou2e 
up  its  delight  in  God,  and  thus  it  exportulateth  with  it  ielt : 
Doth 'the  Plowman  ling  amidft  his  drudging  labours,  and 
whihle  away  his  wcarinefs  in  the  iields ,  and  (hall  I  droop 
amidft  fuch  heavenly  imployment  >  O  my  foul,  what  want  11 
thou  here,  to  provoke  thy  delight  ?  if  there  be  fuch  an  alter 
dion  as  delight  in  thee, -methinks,  fuchanobjed,  as  theblel- 
fed  face  of  God  in  Ordinances  ll^ould  excite  it.  Ah ,  how 

would  this  ennoble  all  my  fervices  ?  and  make  them  Ange  - 

like ! 
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like  ]  how  glad  are  thofe  bleHTed  creatures  to  be  imployed 
for  God  ?  No  fooner  were  they  created,  but  they  fang  to¬ 
gether,  and  fhouted  for  joy,  Job  38.  7.  How  did  they  fill 
the  Air  with  heavenly  melody)  when  fent  to  bring  the  joy¬ 
ful  tydings  of  a  Saviour  to  the  world  ?  Afcribing  glory  to 
I  God  in  the  highed,  even  to  the  higheft  of  their  powers :  yea, 
1  this  delight  would  make  all  my  duties  Chrift-like  >  and  the 
I  nearer  that  pattern^  the  more  excellent.  He  delighted  to  do 
1  his  Fathers  will,  it  was  to  him  meat  and  drink,  Tfah  40,  7) 

I  John  4,  32,  34. 

I  Yea,  it  would  not  only  ennoble,  but  facilitate  all  my  du¬ 
ties,  and  be  to  me  as  wings  to  a  bird  flying,  or  fails  to  a 

1  Ship  in  motion)  Non  tardat  unUa  rota  \  oyled  wheels  run 

1  freely  >  Or  ever  I  vpas  avpare^  my  foul  made  me  like  the  chariots 

I  of  Aminadah,  O,  what  is  the  reafon  (  my  God  )  my  delight 

1  in  thee  fhould  be  fo  little  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  my  unbelief  is  fo 

I  great  ?  Rouie  up  my  delights,  O  thou  fountain  of  pleafure  ! 

I  and  let  me  fwim  down  the  dream  of  holy  joys  in  duty,  into 

j  - 

I  the  boundlefs  Ocean  of  thofe  immenfe  delights  that  are  in 

I  thy  prefence,  and  at  thy  right  hand  for  evermore* 

1  ^ 

1  ;  -irf  '  * 

The  .  Poem, 

* 

What  a  fi)  dull,  defpondent  heart  is  mine  ? 

That  takes  no  more  (2)  delight  in’things  Divine. 
When  all  the  creatures  both  in  heaven  and  earth  ; 

fi )  Tfa.  68.  7. 

(2)  Pfal.94.i9 

Enjoy  their  (  3  )  pleafures, -and  are  big  with  mirth. 

f  ?jPr.r4$.io. 

f  4  )  Angels  and  Saints  that  are  before  the  Throne  >  — 

UJ  Rev.  5.1 1, 

In  extafies,  and  raptures  every  one. 

Perpetually  is  he  led  :  Each  bleffed  fpirit 

12,13. 

The  pureft  (  5  ^  higheft  joys  s  doth  there  inherit. 

The  Saints  on  earth,  in  their  imperfect  date  > 

{  $3  Mac.  15. 21, 

Thofe  peerlefs  joys  by  ( <5  ^  faith  do  antidate. 

To  natural  men,  who  favour  not  this  pleafure  > 

Yet  bounteous  nature  doth  unlock  her  treafure 

Q6)  I  Per.  1.8, 9 

Of  f  7  J  fen  fit  ive  delights,  Yea,  drange  to  tell  > 

{1)  A^4.r4-i‘'. 

Bold  iinncrs  (8  )  rant  it  all  the  way  to  hell. 

[^8)  job  21. 1  ]. ; 

F  2  Like  j 

••  f  ■ 

_ _ _ _  _ _ _  ~ —  iit.  . .  . . . 

1 

3^ 


(^)  ]am.  5,i&, 

( ijPf.io  4.12 
(2')  Pf.  104.11. 

(3)  Pf.  I  i.4‘6* 

(4)  ]er.  1.1? 

(f)  Ifa.,  3.0.29 
(^6)  Pfal,  4.  7. 

f;;  Job*  15.1 1. 
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Like  fi(h  that  play  in  Jordans  hlver  fiream  > 

So  thefe  in  fenfual  Lulls :  and  never  dream 
Of  that  dead  Sea,  to  which  the  flream  doth  tend 
And  to  their  pleafures  puts  a  .(9)  fatal  end. 

Yea  CO  birds,  and  (2)  beads  as  well  as  men,  enjoy 
Their  innocent  delights.  Thefe  Chirp  and  play  > 

The  chearful  birds  among  the  branches  fing, 

And  make  the  neighbouring  groves  with  mufick  ring. 
-With  various  warbling  notes  they  all  invite, 

Our  ravifht  ears  with  pleafure  and  delight. 

The  new  fallen  Lambs  (3)  will  in  a  Sun-fhine  day, 
About  their  feeding  dams  jump  up  and  play 
Are  C4)  Cifterns  fweet  ?  and  is  the  fountain  bitter  ? 
Or  can  the  Sun  be  dark,  when  glow-worms  glitter 
Have  C5)  inflruments,  their  fweet  and  melodious  airs  ? 
All  creatures  their  delights,  and  Saints  not  theirs  ? 

Yea,  theirs  (6)  tranfeend  thefe  fenfual  ones,  as  far  j 
As  noon  day  Vhehus  doth  a  twinkling  ftar^ 

Why  droop  I  then,  may  any  creature  have 
A  life  like  mine  for  pleafure  ?  Who  ere  gave 
The  like  C7  J  encouragement  that  Chrid  hath  given, 
To  do  his  will  on  earth  as  Yis  in  Heaven  ? 

C  H  A  P.’  J  V. 


Corn  Land  mujl  neither  he  to  fat^  nor  poor 
The  middle  Jiatefnits  heft  with  Chrijiians  JureT 

■  ■  .  i 


O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N. 


Husbandmen  find  by  experience,  that  their  arable  Lands 
may  be  died  to  much  as  well  as  too  little.  If  the  foil 
be  over  rank,,  the  feed  fhpots  up  fo.much  into  the  dalk,  that 
it  feldom  ears  well  i  and  if  too  thin  and  poor,  it  wants  its 
due  nutriment,  and  comes  not  to  perfedion.  Therefore 
their  care  is  to  keep  it  in  heart,  but  not  to  overdrefs  or  un- 

derdrefs 
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derdrefs  if.  The  end  of  all  their  coft  and  pains  about  it  is 
fruit  5  and  therefore  reafon  telis  them ,  that  fuch  a  hate  and 
temperament  of  as  beft  fits  it  for  fruit,  is  beh  both  for  it 

and  them. 

APPLICATION. 

IK 

AND  doth  not  fpiritual  experience  teach  Chriftians,that 
LX.  a  mediocrity  and  competency  of  the  things  of  this 
life  5  beft  fits  them  for  the  fruits  of  obedience,  which  is  the 
end  and  excellency  of  their  beings  ?  A  man  may  be  over- 
mercied  as  well  as  over  afflidted.  Rare  fumant  foelidbus  ar^e^the 
altars  of  the  rich  feldom  fmoke.  When  our  outward  enjoy¬ 
ments  are  by  providence  fliaped  and  fitted  to  our  condition  , 
as  a  fuit  is  to  the  body,  that  fits  clofe  and  neat,  neither  too  curt 
nor  long  *,  we  cannot  defire  a  better  condition  in  this  world. 
This  was  it  that  wife requefted  of  God,  Prov.  30.8, p. 
give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches^  hut  feed  me  with  food  conve^ 
nient  for  mejeft  1  he  full  and  deny  thee  ?  and  fay  who  U  the  Lord^ 
or  le^  I  he  poor  and  Jieal^  andtakp  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain* 
Againft  both  heprayes  equally^  not  ahfolutelys  that  had  been 
his  fin,  but  comparatively  and  fubmiffively  to  the  will  of 
God.  He  had  father,  if  God  fee  it  fit,  to  avoid  both  (hefe  ex- 
treams>  but  what  would  he  have  then  ?  Why  food  conve-. 
nient.  Or,  according  to  the  Hebrew,  give  me  my  prey  or 
ftatute  bread  >  which  is  a  metaphor  from  birds  that  fly  up 
and  down  to  prey  for  their  young, and  what  they  get  they  di- 
ftribute  among  them  »  they  bring  them  enough  to  preferve 
their  lives,  but  not  more  than  enough  to  lye  mouldering  in 
the  neft.  Such  a  proportion  Jgur  defired  i  and  the  reafon 
why  he  defired  it,  is  drawn  from  the  danger  of  both  the  ex- 
treams.  Hemeafured  (like ''a  wife  ChriftianJ  the  conveniency 
or  inconveriiency  of  his  eftate  in  the  world,  by  its  fuitablenefs 
or  unfuitablenefs  to  the  end  of  his  being  i  which  is  the  fervice 
of  God.  He  accounted  the  (rue  excellency  of  his  life  to  con- 
lift  in  its  reference  and  tendencyto  the  glory  of  his  God  i  and 
he  could  not  fee  how  a  redundancy  or  too  great  a  penury  of 
earthly  comforts,  could  fit  him  for  that,  but  a  middle  eftate 

equally 
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equally  removed  from  both  extreams,  bed  fitted  that  end. 
And  this  was  all  that  good  Jacoby  who  was  led  by  the  fame 
fpirit  lookt  at ,  Gen,  28.20.  And  ^^iCoh  vowed  avow  Jay^ 
ingdf  God  will  be  with  me^  and  h^ef  me  in  the  way  that  I go/nd 
will  give  me  bread  to  eat  and  rayment  to  put  on^  Jo  that  I  come 
again  to  my  fathers  houfe  in  feace^then  Jhall  the  Lord  be  my  Cod. 
Voot  Jacoby  hedefiresno  great  matter  in  the  World,  food 
and  rayment  will  fatisfie  him  j  in  fpiritual  things  his  defires 
are  boundlefs  i  he  is  the  mod  greedy  and  unfatisfied  man 
in  the  world,  12.4.  but  in  the  matters  of  this  life^  if  he 
can  get  from  God  but  offam  aquam^  a  morfel  of  meat,  and 
a  mouth  full  of  water  ,  he  will  not  envy  the  riched  Crafus 
or  Craffus  upon  earth.  Meat  and  drink  are  the  riches  of 
Chridians>  VivitU  funt  ^  adlegem  naturae  compojita  paupertas 
(f^lth^Fomponius^AtticHs)  riches  are  fuch  a  poverty  and  medi¬ 
ocrity  as  hath  enough  for  natures  ufes  j  and  fuch  a  date  is  bed 
accommodated,  both  to  the  condition  and  to  the  defires  of 
aSaint. 

I.  To  his  condition  ,  for  what  is  a  Saint  but  a  dranger 
and  Pilgrim  upon  earth,  ,  a  man  in  a  drange  Countrey  tra¬ 
velling  homeward  ?  So  DW  profeffed  himfelf,  P/^/.  iip.ip. 

I  am  aftranger  in  this  Earth.  And  fo  thofe  worthies,  who  are 
,  now  at  home  in  heaven^  Heb.  n.  i^,  they  profeiTed  them- 
felves  to'be  ftrangers  and  Pilgrims  upon  earth,  and  to  feek  a 
CoMnmy  h  'z  viaticum  contents  a  traveller,  he  will  not  cum¬ 
ber  himfelf  with  (uperfluous  things  which  would  rather  clog 

and  tire,  than  expedite  and  help  him  in  his  journey.  . 

It  fuits  bed  with  his  defires ,  1  mean  his  regular  and  advi- 
fed  defires.  For, 

A  gracious  foul  earnedly  defires  a  free  condition  in  the 
world,  he  is  fenfible  he  hath  much  work  to  do,  a  race  to  run  , 
and  is  loath  to  be  clog’d  or  have  his  foot  in  the  fnare  of  the 
cares  or  pleafures  ot  this  life.  He  knows  that  fulnefs  expo- 
fes  to  wantonnefs  and  irreligion,  Veut,  6,-12.  Hof,  1^.6, 
Tis  hard,  in  the  midd  offomany  tempting  objedts,  to  keep 
the  golden  bridle  of  moderation  upon  the  affedtions.  I'he 
hcartof  a  Ghridian,  like  the  Moon,  commonly  fuffers  an 
eclipfe  when  it  is  at  the  full,  and  that  by  the  interpofition 
the  earth. 
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It  was  Solomons  fulnefs  that  drew  out  and  diiToIved  his 

rpiritsi  and  brought  him  to  fuch  a  low  ebb  in  rpiricuals,  that 

it  remains  a  queftion  with  feme,  Whether  he  ever  recover¬ 
ed  it  to  his -dying  day.  As  it  is  the  mifery  of  the  poor  to  be 
negledled  of  men,  fo  it  is  the  mifery  of  the  rich  to  negled 
God.  who  can  be  poorer  than  to  have  the  world,  and  love 
it?  Or  richer,  than  to  enjoy  but  little  of  it,  and  live  above 
it  ? 

And  on  the  other  fide,  extream  poverty  is  no  lefs  expofed 
to  fin  and  danger.  Lev,  (5. 2,3,4.  As  high  and  lofty  trees  are 
fubjed  to  ftorms  and  tempefts,  fo  the  loweft  fhrubs  to  be 
brows’d  on  by  every  bead: ;  and  therefore,  a  Saint  defires  a 
jufi  competency  as  the  fitted,  becaufe  the  freefi:  date. 

A  gracious  perfon  defires  no  more  but  a  competency  ,  be¬ 
caufe  there  is  mod  of  Gods  love  and  care  difeovered  in  gir 
ving  in  our  daily  bread,  by  a  daily  providence.  It  is  betwixt 
fuch  a  condition,  and  a  fulnefs  of  creature-provifions  in  our 
hand,  it  vrsLshttmxt  Egypt  md  Canaan)  Egypt  was  wa¬ 
ter’d  with  the  foot  from  the  River  Nilus^  and  little  of  God 
was  feen  in  that  mercy  j  but  Canaan  depended  upon  the  dews 
and  (bowers  of  Heaven  >  and  fo,  every  fnower  of  rain  was 
a  refrelhing  (bower  to  their  fouls  ,  as  well  as  bodies.  Mod 
men  that  have  a  dock  of  creature- comfors  in  their  hands , 
look  upon  all  as  coming  in  an  ordinary  natural  courfe ,  and 
fee  very  little  of  God  in  their  mercies.  Pope  Adrian  built  a 
Collcdge  at  Lovain^  and  caufed  this  infeription  to  be  written, 
in  letters  of  Gold  on  the  gates  therof  j  Traje&um  plantavit , 
Lovanium  rigavit^  Ceefar  dedit  incrementum,  ( i.  e.  )  Vtretcht 
planted  me,  hovain  water’d  me,  and  gave  the  increafe. 
One  to  reprove  his  folly,  wrote  underneath,  HieVem  Nihil 
fecit  \  Here  God  did  nothing.  Carnal  men,  they  fow,  and 
reap,  and  eat,  and  look  no  farther. 

But  now,  when  a  man  fees  his  mercies  come  in  by  the  fpe- 
cial  and  adiduous  care  of  God  for  him,  there  is  a  double 
fweetnels  in  thofe  mercies  v  the  natural  fweetnefs  which 
comes  from  the  creature  it  felf,  every  one,  even  the  beads 
can  tade  that  as  well  as  thee  >  but  befides  that,  there  is  a  fpi- 
ritual  fweetnefs,  far  exceeding  the  former,  which  none  but  a. 

believer 
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believer  tafts  ;  and  much  of  that  comes  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  receives  it,  becaiife  it  comes  (  be  it  never  fo  courfe 
or  little  j  as  a  Covenant  mercy  to  him.  Hs  hath  given 
bread  tQ  them  that  fear  him^  he,  is  ever  mindful  of  his  Covenant^ 
rfaL  1 1 1 . 5.  Luther^  who  made  many  a  meal  upon  a  broiled 
Herring,  was  wont  to  fay,  Mendicato  fane  hie  vivamus^  an 
non  hoc  pulchre  farcHur  in  eo^  quod  fafeimur  fane  cum  angelis 
&  vita  £ternafihrijio  &  Sacramentis  5  Let  us  be  content  with 
courfe  fare  here,  have  we  not  the  bread  that  came  down  from 
heaven  ?  do  we  not  feed  with  Angels  ^  a  pregnant  inftance 
of  the  fweetnefs  of  fuch  mercies,  is  given  us  by  a  worthy 
Divine  of  our  own,  Mr.  Ifaac  Amhrofs^  For  mine  ovpn  fart 
( faith  he  )  however  the  Lord  hath  feen  caufe  to  give  me  hut 
a  poor  pittance  of  outward  things  ( for  which  I  blefs  his 
name  )  yet  in  the  income  thereof  ^  I  have  many  times  obferved 
fo  much  of  his  peculiar  providence ,  that  thereby  they  have 
been  very  much  Jweetned  ^  and  my  heart  hath  been  raifed  to 
admire  his  grace.  When  of  late  under  an  hard  difpenfation 
(  which  I  judge  not  meet  to  mention^  wherein  I  fuffered 
with  iniward  peace  confciencioufy  j  all  ftr earns  of  wonted 
fupplies  being  flopt ,  the  waters  of  relief  for  my  fclf  and 
my  family  did  run  low,  I  went  to  bed  with  fome  ft^gg^tings 
and  doublings  of  the  Fountains  letting  out  it  felf  for  our 
refrejhing  ,  but  ere  I  did  awaj^e  in  the  morning  a  Letter  was 
brought  to  my  bed  fide ,  which  was  Jigned  by  a  choice  friend 
Mr,  Anthony  Afh ,  which  reported  fome  unexpelied  breaks 
ings  out  of  Gods  goodnefs  for  my  comfort,  Lheje  are  fome  of 
his  lines —  Tour  God  ,  who  hath  given  you  an  heart  thanh^ 
fully  to  record  your  experiences  of  his  goodnefs^  doth  renew 
experiences  for  ymr  encouragement.  Now  I  jhall  report^ 
one  which  will  raife  your  fpirit  towards  the  God  of  your 
merc\  ,  iScc.  whereupon  he  jweeily  concludes  ,  One  morfel 
of  G&d^s  Provifion ,  ( efpecially  if  it  come  unexpected , 
and  upon  Prayer , ,  when  wants  are  m-fr )  will  be  more 
fweet  to  a  fpiritual  relifh  ^  than  all  former  full  enjoyments 


were. 

Many  Mercies-come  unask’d  for,  and  they  require  thank- 
fulnefsi  but  when  mercies  come  in  upon  prayer,  and  as  a 
i  \  ^  '  '  )  return 
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teturn  of  prayer j  their  fweetnefs  more  than  doubles  j  for  ) 
now  it’s  both  God’s  bleffing  upon  its  own  inftifution  ,  and  a 
fealfet  to  his promife  at  oncej  Tjal.  66,i6^ij.  Doubtlefs 
Hannah  found  more  comfort  in  a  Samuel^  and  Rachel  in  her  ' 
Naphthali.^  (the  one  being  ask’d  of  God, and  the  other  wreft« 
led  for  with  Godj  as  their  names  import)  than  mothers  ordi¬ 
narily  do  in  their  Children.  , 

REFLECTIONS. 

Do  the  people  of  God  defire  only  fo  much  of  the  Crea¬ 
ture  as  may  fit  them  for  the  fervice  of  God  *>  what  a  wretch 
then  ami  that  have  defired  only  fo  much  of  Religion  as  may 
fit  me  to  gain  the  creature  !  As  Gods  people  have  fubjedred 
all  their  Creature-enjoyments- to  Religion ,  fo  oppofitely ,  O 
my  foul,  thou  haft  fubje<^ed  Religion  to  thy  worldly  intereft 
and  defigns.  Inftead  of  eating  and  drinking  to  ferve  God,  I 
have  ferved  God  that  I  might  eat  and  drink  >  yea,*  I  have  not 
only  a6ted  below  Religion,  but  below  Reafon  alfo  j  for  rea- 
fon  dictates  plainly ,  that  the  means  muft  never  be  more  ex¬ 
cellent  than  the  end.  .Wretch  that  I  am,  to  make  Religion 
a  llave  to  my  luft,  a  ftirrup  to  advancement,  an  artifice  to 
carry  on  my  carnal  defigns,  verily  I  have  my  reward  >  and 
this  is  all  the  good  I  am  ever  like  to  get  by  it. 

And  no  lefs  (hould  the  Worldling  tremble,  to  confider  how 
he  hath  caft  off  the  duties  of  Religion,  made  them  ftand  afide 
and  give  place  to  the  world.  Inftead  of  defiring  fo  much  on¬ 
ly  as  might  make  him  ferviceable  to  God  ,  he  thrufts  afide 
thefervice  of  God  to  get  as  much  of  the  world  as  he  can, 
who  is  fo  far  from  making  godlinefs  the  end  of  his  creature- 
comforts,  that  he  rather  looks  upon  it  as  an  obftacle  and  hin- 
derance  to  them.  May  not  the  very  heathens  make  me  blufh  ? 
could  deliver  this  as  a  true  rule  to  pofterity^  to 

make  Religion  our  firft  and  chief  care  ?  could  Ariftippus  hy., 
he  would  rather  neglcd  his  means  than  his  mind?  his  Farm 
than  his  foul  ?  Will  the  very  Mahometans^  how  urgent  foever 
their  bufinefs  be,  lay  it  all  afide,  five  times  in  the  day  to 
pray  ?  yea,  is  it  common  to  a  Proverb  among  the  very  Fapifisy 
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chat  Mafs  and  meat  hinders  no  man,  and  yet  I  that  prc^^s 
my  felf  a  Chriftiah,  thruft  out  duty  for  every  trifle  ?  On 
wretched  foul !  how  hath  the  God  of  this  world  blinded 
mine  eyes  ?  can  the  world  indeed  do  that  for  me  that  Chrift 
can  do  ?  hath  it  ever  proved  true  to  them  that  trufled  it  and 
doted  on  it  ?  Hath  it  not  at  lafl  turn’d  them  off  as  men  turn 
off  a  Sumpter  horfe  at  night,  that  hath  been  a  drudge  to  car¬ 
ry  their  Gold  and  filver  for  them  all  day,  and  at  laft  is  turn  d 
out  with  an  empty  belly  and  a  gall’d  back  ?  O  how  righteous 
will  that  fentence  of  God  be  ?  Go  cry  to  the  gods  whom 

thou  hafl:  ferved !  ,  * 

And  may  not  many  gracious  hearts  turn  in  upon  them- 
felves  with  (hame  and  forrow ,  to  confider  how  unfatisfied 
they  have  been  in  that  condition  that  other  have  prefer  d 
and  efleem’d  as  the  greatefl  of  all  outward  mercies  ?  I  have 
indeed  been  fed  with  food  convenient ,  but  not  cont^ted  : 
How  hath  my  he  artbeen  tortured  from  day  today  with  anx¬ 
ious-thoughts,  what  I  (hall  eat  and  drink,  and  wherewith  I 
and  mine  fhould  be  cloathed  ?  I  pretend  indeed  that  I  care 
but  for  a  competency  of  the  world,  but  fure  I  am,  my  cares 
about  it  have  been  incompetent.  Come  my  diftruftful  earth¬ 
ly  heart  let  me  propound  a  few  qucftions  to  thee  about 
matter,' and  anfwer  truly  to  what  I  (hall  now  demand  of 

thee.  •  ’  ,  - 

Haft  thou  here  a  continuing  City  ?  art  thou  at  home,  or 

upon  thy  journey, that  thou  ar t lb  folicitous  about  the  • 

thy  profeiTion  indeed  fpeaks  thee  a  ftranger  upon  eartr^but 
I  thy  converfation a  home-dweller.  Erafmus.  faid  be  ddired 
honours  and  riches^no  more  than  a  weary  horfe  doth  a  heavy 
Cloak-bag.  Wouldft  thou  not  account  him  a  fool  that  would 
vidual  his  ftiip  as  much  to  crofs  the  Channel  to  France^  as  if 
(he  were  bound  for  the  Eaji  Indies  ?  Alafs  1  it  will  be  but  a 
little  while ,  and  then  there  wdll  be  no  more  need  of  any  of 
thefe  things.  ’Tis  fad,  that  a  foul  which  ftands  at  the  door 
of  Eternity,  (hould  be  perplexing  it  felf  about  food  and  ray- 

ment.  ,  . 

Or,  2/y.  which  of  all  the  Saints  haft  thou  known  to  be 

the  better  for  much  of  the  world  it  hath  been  fome  mens 

utter 
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Utter  ruine.  Seldom  doth  God  fuffer  men  to  be  their  own 
carvers,  but  they  cut  their  own  fingers.  T'o  give  riches  and 
fleafures  to  an  evil  man  (faith  Ariflotle)  is  hut  to  give  wine  to 
one  that  hath  a  Fever.  Where  there  is  no  want^  there  is  ufually 
much  wantonnefs.  What  a  fad  ftory  was  that  of  Fius  ^uintms 
When  I  was  in  a  low  conditton  (  faid  he  )  I  had  fome  com¬ 
fortable  hopes  of  my  falvation,  but  when  I  came  to  be  a  Car- 
dinah  I  greatly  doubted  of  it  \  but  fincc  I  came  to  thePop^- 
dom?  I  have  no  hope  at  all.  Though  this  poor  undone  wretch 
(pake  it  out,  and  othets  keep  it* in,  yet  doubtlefs  he  hath  ma¬ 
ny  thoufand  fellows  in  the  World,  that  might  fay  as  much 
would  they  but  fpeak  the  truth. 

And  even  Gods  own  people,  though  the  world  hath  not 
excluded  them  out  of  heaven,  yet  it  hath  forely  clogM  them 
in  the  way  thither.  Many  that  have  been  very  humble,  holy 
and  heavenly  in  a  low  condition ,  have  fuffered  a  fad  ebb  in 
a  full  condition.  What  a  cold  blaft  have  they  felt  coming  from 
the  cares  and  delights  of  this  life,  to  chill  both  their  graces 
and  comforts !  it  had  been  well  for  fome  of  God’s  people  if 
they  had  never  known  what  profperity  ment. 

Is  not  this  a  fad  fymptom  of  a  declining  fiate  of  (bul,  to 
be  fo  hot,  eager  and  anxious  about  the  fuperfluous  trifles  of 
this  life.  Think’fl  thou,  O  my  foul  /  that  one  who  walks  in 
the  views  of  that  glory  above,  and  maintains  a  converfation 
in  heaven,  can  be  much  taken  with  thefe  vanities  ?  do  not  the 
vifions  of  God  vail  the  tempting  fplendor  of  the  creature  / 
It  was  the  opinion  of  fome  of  the  Schoolmeny  that  the  rcafon 
why  Adam  in  Faradife  \vasnot  fenfibleof  his  nakednefs,  was 
becaufe  he  was  wholly  taken  up  in  converfing  with  God.  But 
this  is  certain,  lively  and  fweet  communion  with  God  blunts 
and  dulls  the  edge  of  the  affedions  to  earthly  things  i  and 
canft  thou  be  fatisfied  my  foul  with  fuch  gains  as  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  fuch  fpiritual  lolTes  i 

To  conclude?  is  it  not  difhonourable  to  God,  and  a  jufti- 
fication  of  the  way  of  the  world,  for  me  thatprofefs  my  felf 
a  Chriflian  to  be  as  eager  after  riches  as  other  men  ?  After 
all  thefe  things  do  the  Nations  feek^^  Mat.  ^-^2.  If  I  had  no 
father  in  heaven,  norprbmife  in  the  v;oxd,  it  were  another 
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matter,  but  fince  my  heavenly  father  knows  what  I  have  need' 
of,  and  hath  charged  me  to  be  careful  in  nothing,  but  only 
tell  him  my  wants,  Fhil.  4.  d.  How  unbecoming  a  thing  is 
it  in  me  to  live  and  ad  as  I  have  done  !  Let  me  henceforth 
learn  to  meafure  and  eftimate  my  condition  ,  rather  by  its 
ufefulnefs  to  God  than  its  content  and  eafe  to  my  flefli. 


(0  !• 
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7  he  Poem. 

IF  CO  fruitand  fervicebeindeed  theend 
To  which  my  being  and  redemption  fend, 

Reafon  concludes,  that  ftateof  all  the  reft 
Which  is  moft  ferviceable  to  be  beft. 

-  And  fuch  a  ftate  experience  (hews  to  lye 
CTwixt  (2)  fulnefs,  and  a  pinching  poverty. , 

-'This  golden  Mean^  is  worth  a  golden  Mine\ 

He  that  hath  this,  (hould  be  (3)  afham’d  to  whine.- 
The  full  fed  Chriftian  like  the  (4)  Ox  fth’  ftall, 

Is  no  way  fit  (o  work  or  plow  withall. 

And  (y)  penury  like  Tharaoh^s  leaner  kine, 

Devours  the  fatteft  portions  of  our  time. 

That  man  with  whom  this  earthly  (<5)  pleafure’s  found, 
Or  in  whofe  heart  thofe  anxious  (7)  cares  abound  *, 

And  yet  can  walk  by  Scripture  rule  and  line. 

Will  need  a  better  head  and  heart  than  mine. 

A  fingle  (8)  ftalT  the  traveller  may  find^ 

Of  ufe,  and  fervice  j  but  if  you  (hould  bind. 

A  bundle  of  them  to  his  back,  they’l  make 
Him  flack  his  pace  and  cry  my  (boulders  (9)  ake.. 
lam  (0  a  traveller,  this  world’s  my  way. 

A  fingle  ftaflf  may  be  of  ufe  to' flay 
My  feeble  body,  if  it  do  not  crack. 

By  too  hard  {2)  leaning  on-it  *>  but  my  back 

Will  bear  no’more  :  Alas  ?  I  foon  fliould  tire 

And  more  than  iy)  one  I  cannot  well  defire.  ^ 


Lord, 
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Lord,  to  (4)  prefcrtbe  to  thee  becomes  me  not,  jj 

I  rather  do  (5)  fubmituntomy  (<5)loti  ' 

But  yet  let  condefcending  grace  admit  _  _ 

Thyfervants  (7)  fuit  this  once,  and  this  is  if. 

The  ftaff  of  bread  (8)  convenient  let  me  have. 

And  manage  it  (9)  difcreetly fo  ’twill  Cave 

Thy  feeble  fervant  from  the  mire  and  (17  dirt. 

But  more  or  lefs  than  this  may  do  me  hurt. 

Or  if  thou  fay  thy  fervant  ihall  have  none, 

Then  ftrengthen  faith  that  I  may  go  (2)  alone. 

[4)  Job  21.22. 

Ifa.  47.4. 

{6)  Pfal.  id. 5, 
d,  7» 

('7)Gen.j8.g2. 
(8)  Prov.30.8. 
(j)  Eccl.  6. 2. 

(i^Prov.gQ.p, 

('2/Hab.  3.17.1 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

Spe^t  barren  Ldtid  you  can  rejlore  and  nourijb.. 
Decayed  Chrifiians  God  can  cmfe  to  fiourip. 

lJpon  the  im¬ 
provement  of] 
bad  ground,  r 

OBSERVATION. 

«  1  r  Hen  Land  is  fpent  out  by  tillage,  or  for  want  of  ma- 
W  nurins,  the  careful  husbandman  hath  many  ways 

to  recover  and- bring  it  in  heart  again.  He  lets  it  lye  fallo^w 

to  give  it  reft  ,  and  time  to  recover  it  felf,  carries  out  his 

fand,  lime  and  compoft,  ^ 

in  pafture  and  medow  ground,  will  wa(h  it  ( if 
with  a  current  of  water,  or  the  float  of  the  ways  after  a  fall  of 
rain  which  is  to  the  earth  as  a  fpring  of  new  blood  to  a  con- 
fumptive  body.  He  cuts  down  and  kills  the  weeds  that  fuc 

it  out,  and  caufes  them  to  make  '^^at  ^ 

iutloined  from  it ,  by  rotting  upon  the  place  where  they 
Lew.  As  careful  are  they  to  recover  it  when  it  is  fpent,  as  an 
Lneft  Phyfician  is  of  his  Patient  in  a  languiftung  condj  ion  , 
for  he  knows  his  field  will  be  as  grateful  to  him,  and  fully  re, 

quite  his  care  and  coft. 

I 

A  P  P  L  I- 
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Hqw  far  true 
grace  in  a  be¬ 
liever  may  fail. 


application. 

A  S  man’s,  fo  God’s  Husbandry  is  fometimes  out  of  cafe 
iv  1  yielding  too  many  crops,  but  too  few.  The  my- 

ftical  Husbandman  hath  fome  fields  { I  mean  particular  foci- 

fragrant  and  fruitful  like 
a  field  which  God  hath  blcffed  ,  but  are  now’  decayed  and 

grown  barren  ,  whofe  gleanings  formerly  were  more  than 
their  vintage  now  ;  the  things  that  are  in  them  -are  ready  to 
^'a'  P°®*>le>  yea,  too  common  for  gracious 

fouls  to  be  reduced  to  a  very  low  ebb,  both  of  graces  and 
comforts  j  how  low.  I  will  not  fay ;  Our  'Brittiffl}  hivines  tell 

.  US)  That  grace  indeed  cannot  be 

CmtaHectoiditer intermit-  totally  intermitted;  nor  fi- 
tttur,necfiHalituramittitur.  nally  loft;  but  there  may  be 
AUu!  omittiturjiabitut  non  an  omiffion  of  the  adf,  thoueh 
amtutur.  Mio  pervertitur,  not  an  amillion  of  the  habit ;  the 
fider  nonfubvertitunConcu-  a<ft  may  be  perverted,  though 
tmr,  non  exemtur.  Befluit  the  faith  cannot  be  fubverted  ; 
fruaut,  latetfuccHS.  Jut  ad  it  may  be  ftiaken  in,  though  not 
reptum  amittmt  demerato-  fliaken  out ;  its  fruits  may  fall 

Ttf ftp  ly«  hid  in  its  root ; 
Jnjitpcationjsfufpenditur,  at  they  demerit  the  lofs  of  the 

flatus  jufiificati  non  dijfohi-  kingdom,  but  lofe  it  not  elfe- 

tur,  Suff.  Britt.  dively ;  the  effed  of  juftifica- 

r,f,u  -  n-c  j  ,  ™^y  ftifpended,  but  the 

fta^  of  the  juftified  cannot  be  dilToIved. 

iov  !!’  'J’l'  up  I'uli 

I  y,  e  en  to  the  third  heavens,  andcryed,-  lam  more  than  a 
conqueror,^  noho.can  jeparate  me  from  the  love  of  God?  May  at 
another  time  lye  mourning  as  at  the  gates  of  death,  crying, 

C  ±  GnTt  1"  fweet- communion 

af  ™ •’ft  countenance, may 
,  u  u  fie  no  light,  Ifa.  5. 10.  He 

peaceful  harbour  of  aflurance,  may  fcem  to  feel  his  Anchor 
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of  hope  come  home  to  him,  and  go  adrift  into  the  hormy 
Ocean  again,  crying  with  the  Church,  Lam,  3.18.  My  hope 
is  perijhedjrom  the  Lord,  His  calm  and  clear  Air  may  be  over- 
calt  and  clouded,  yea  hljed  with  ftorms  and  tempers,  light¬ 
nings  and  thunders  i  his  graces,  like  undergrounded  flowers 
in  the  Winter,  may  all  difappear,  and  hide  their  beautiful 
heads. 

To  Cod  he  may  fay  ,  1  am  caft  out  of  thy  fight  *,  I  know 
thou  canft  do  much  >  but  wilt  thou  (hew  wonders  to  the 
dead  ? 

To  the  Tromifes  he  may  fay,  you  are  fweet  things  indeed , 
but  what  have  1  to  do  with  you  ?  I  could  once  indeed  rejoycc 
in  yOu ,  as  my  portion  i  but  now  I  doubt  I  grafped  a  (ha- 
do  w,  a  fancy  inl^ead  of  you.  To  Samts  he  may  fay,  turn 
away  from  me,  labour  not  to  comfort  me,  O  do  not  fpill 
your  precious  oyntment  of  confolation  upon  my  head  ,  for 
what  have  I  to  do  with  comfort  ^  to  former  experiences^  he 
may  fay  in  his  had,  you  are  all  lyars.  To  thQ  light  of  Gods 
Countenance,^  he  may  fay,  fare  well  fweet  light,  I  (hall  behold 
thee  no  more.  To  Satan,,  he  may  fay,  O  mine  enemy,  thou 
baft  at  lad. prevailed  againd  me,  thou  art  flronger  than  I,  and 
haft  overcome.  To  dutieX  and  ordinances,  he  may  fay,  where 
is  the  fweetaefs.I  once  found  in  you  I  you  were  once  fweetcr 
to  me  than  the  honey  comb  i .  but  now  as  taftlefs  as  the  white 
of  an  egg.  O  fad  relapfe  ?  deplored  change !  quantum  mu- 
tatus  ah  illo  ? 

ButwillGod  leave  his  poor  creatures  helplefs  in  fuch  a 
cafe  as  this?  Shall  their  leaf  fall ,  their  branches  wither, 
their  joy,  their  Kfe,  their  heart  depart?  will  he  fee  their 
graces  fainting,  their  hopes  gafping,  the  new  creature  plant¬ 
ing,  the  things  that  are  in  them  ready  to  dye,  and  will  he  not 
regard  it  ?  Yes^  yes,  "there  is  hope  of  a  tree  if  it  he  cut  dovan,  md‘ 
the  root  thereof  teax  old  in  the  earth,  yet  by  the  fcent  of  water  it 
will  bud, and  bring  forth  boughs,  likf  a  plant.  Job  This 

poor  declined  foul,  as  fad  as  it  fits  at  the  gates  of  hell,  may 
rouze  up  it  felf  at  laft,  and  fay  to  Satan  that  ftands  triumph¬ 
ing  over  him,  Kejoyce  not  over  me,  0  mine  enemy,  for  though 
I  fall,  yet  I  (hall  arife  >  though  I  fit  in  dark^efs,  the  Lord  will  be  a 
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light  unto  me  ^  Mic.  7.8.  He  may  raife  up  himfelf  upon  his 
bed  of  languilhing  for  all  this  ,  and  fay  to  God^  though  thou 
haft  chaftened  me  fore^  yet  haft  thou  not  given  me  over  unto  death. 
He  may  turn  about  to  the  Saints,  that  have  mourned  for  him, 
and  with  a  lightfom  countenance  fay,  I  (hall  not  die  hut  live 
and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord,  He  may  fay  to  the  Vtomu 
fes^  you  are  the  true  and  faithful  fayings  of  God ,  my  un¬ 
belief  did  bely  you  ^  I  faid  in  my  hade,  you  were  lyars  i  but  I 
eat  my  words,  I  am  aihamed  of  my  folly.  Surely ,  O  Soul 
there  is  yet  hope  in  thine  end,  thou  mayft  be  reftored,  Tfal, 
23.3.  Thou  mayft  yet  recover  thy  verdure,  and  thy  dew  be 
as  the  dew  of  herbs.  For, 

Is  he  not  thy  Father,  and  a  Father  full  of  compaffions  and 
bowels  ?  And  can  a  father  ftand  by  his  dying  Child  ,  fee  his 
fainting  fits?  hear  his  melting  groans,  and  pity  begging  looks> 
and  not  help  him  >  efpecially  having  reftorativcs  by  him  that 
can  do  it  ?  Surely,  as  a  father  pities  his  own  Children^  fo  will 
thy  God  pitythecy  Pfal.  130. 12,  13.  He  will  Jpare  thecy  as 
a  father  fpareth  his  own  Son  that  ferves  him^  Mai.  3  *  17.  Hark, 
how  his  bowels  yearn  ?  I  have  furely  heard  Ephraim  bemoan¬ 
ing  himfelf y  U  not  Ephraim  my  dear  Son  ?  U  be  not  a  pleajant 
child?  forftnce  I  fpak^  againji  himft  do  earneftly  remember  him 
ftilly  I  Will  furely  have  mercy  on  himy  Jer.  31.20. 

Doth  he  not  know  thy  life  would  be  altogether  ufelefs  to 
him,  if  he  (hould  not  reftore  thee  >  what  fetvice  art  thou  fit 
to  perform  to  him,in  fuch  a  condition  ?  thy  days  will  confume 
like  fmoak;^  whilft  thy  heart  is  fmitten  and  withered  like  grafs 
Pfal.  102.3,4.  Thy  months  will  be  months  of  vanity, 
they  will  flye  away  and  fee  no  good,  Job  7.  3.  If  he  will 
but  quicken  thee  again,  then  thou  muft  call  upon  his  name, 
VfaL  80.  1 8.  but  in  a  dead  and  languiftiing  condition,  thou 
art  no  more  fit  for  any  work  of  God,,  than  a  fick  man  is  for 
manual  labours  y  and  furely  he  hath  not  put  thofe  precious 
and  excellent  graces  of  his  fpirit  within  thee  for  nothing  , 
they  were  planted  there  for  fruit  and  fervice,  and  therefore 
doubtlefs  he  will  revive  thee  again. 

Yea,  doft  thou  not  think  he  fees  thine  inability  to  bear 
fuch  a  condition  long  ?  he  knows  thy  fpirit  would  fail  before 

.  '  himy 
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him^  andthe  foul  ivhich  he  hi’rth  madCylC^,  57.  i6,  Vavidtold 
him  as  muchj  in  the  like  condition,  TfaL  143. 7.  8.  Hear  me 
ffeedily^  0  Lord,  for  my  fpirit  fatleth^  hide  not  thy  face  from 
;  me,  leji  I  be  Uk?  unto  thofe  that  go  down  into  the  pit  \  q.  d. 
Lord, make  haft  and  recover  my  languiftung  foul  *,  other  wife, 
whereas  thou  haft  now  a  fickchild^  thou  wilt  (hortly  have  a 
dead  child. 

And  in  like  manner  Job  expoftulated  with  him.  Job  6,  i, 
2,3,11)12.  My  grief  is  heavier  than  the  farid  of  the  S ea^  my 
T^ords  are  frvallovpedup^  for  the  Arrows  of  the  Almighty  are 
within  me  *,  and  the  poyjon  thereof  drinkf  up  my  fpirits  the 
terrors  of^God  do  fet  themfelves  in  ofray  againf.  we,  what  is  my 
fheitgth  that  I  fhould  hope  ?  is  my  jirength  thefirength  of  (ionesf 
or  are  my  bones  of  brafs  ^  So  Chap.  7*  Am  I  a  Sea^  or  a 
IVhale  ?  &c.  Other  troubles  a  man  may,  but  this  he  cannot 
bear,  Yrov,  18.  14.  And  therefore  doubtlefs  feafonable  and 
gracious  revivings  will  come,  He  will  not  flir  up  all  his  wrath ^ 
for  he  remembers  thou  art  but  flefh',  awindthat  paffeth  away  , 
and  cometh  not  again,  Pfal.  He  hath  ways  enough 

to  do  it,  if  he  do  but  unveil  his  blefted  face  and  make  it  (bine 
'  again  upon  thee,  thou  art  faved,  Vfal,  80.  3*  the  manifefta- 
j  tions  of  his  love,  will  be  to  thy  foul  as  ihowers  to  the  parch¬ 
ed  grafs)  thy  foul  that  now  droops  and  hangs  the  wing,  (hall 
i  then  revive  and  leap  for  joy,  Ifa*  61  »i,  A  new  . face  (hall 
}  come  upon  thy  graces ,  they  (hall  bud  again,  and  bloifom  as 
I  a.Rofe  )  ifhe  dobut  fenda  fpringof  auxiliary  grace  into  thy 
ifoul,  to  aduate  the  dull  habits  of  inherent  grace,  the  work 
is  done  •>  then  (halt  thou  return  to  thy  firft  works  again,  Kev. 
2.4)  5.  and  fing,  as  in  the  days  of  thy  youth. 

^  RE  F  L  E  C  T  i  O  ;N  S. 


Gratia  gratiarn 
fopHlat, 

r 


Q  this  is  my  very  cafe,  faith  manya  poor  Chriftiah  ;  thus 
my  foul  languilhes  and  droops  from  day  'to  day  ;  ’tis  good 
news  indeed,  that  God  both  can  and  will  rertore  my  foul, 
but  fad  that  I  Hiould  fall  into  fuch  a  date.  How  unlike  ami 
to  what  once  I  was  >  Surely,  as  the  old  men  wept  when  they 
fawhowfliort  thefecond  ‘lempU  came  ot  the  glory  ot  the 
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jfirft,  fo  may  I  lit  down  and  weep  bitterly,  to  confider  how 
much  my  firft;  love,  and  iirtt  duties  excelled  the  pr^fent. 
For, 

Is  my  heart  fo  much  in  heaven  now,  as  it  wont  to  be  ? 
Say,0  Soul !  doft  thou  not  remember,  when  like  the  beloved 
Difciple  thou  /ayeji  in  ^/Its  bofome  ?  how  didlt  thou  fweet- 
en  communion  with  him?  how  reftlefs  and  impatient  wafi 
thou  in  his  abfence  !  Divine  withdrawments  were  to  thee 
as  the- hell  of  hell :  What  a  burden  was  the  World  to  me 
in  thofe  days  !  Had  it  not  been  for  confcience  of  my  duty, 
I  could  have  been  willing  to  let  all  lye ,  that  communion 
with  Chrih  might  fuffer  no  interruption.  When  I  awaked 
in  the  night, how  was  the  darknefs  enlightned  by  the  heaven¬ 
ly  glimpfes  of  the  countenance  of  my  God  upon  me  ? 
How  did  his  company  ihorten  thofe  hours,  and  beguile  the 
tedioufnefsof  thenight?  O  my  foul,  fpeak  thy  experience , 
is  it  now  as  it  was  then!  No,  no,  thofe  days  are  paft  and 
gone,  and  thou  become  much  a  ftranger  to  that  heavenly 
life.  ^  Art  thou  able  with  truth  to  deny  this  charge  ?  When 
occafionaliy  I  pals  by  thofe  places ,  whicli  were  once  to- me 
as  JacoPs  Bethel  to  him  *,  1  ligh  at  the  remembrance  of  for¬ 
mer  pafTages  betwixt  me  and  heaven  there  \  and  fay  with 
Job^  Chap.  2p.  0  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  moneths  as. 
in  the  days  when  God prefervedme^  when  his  candle  jhined.upon 
my  heady  'when  by,  his  light  1  walked  through  darl^nefs^  when  the 
Almighty  was-  yet  with  me^  when  I  put  on  right eoufnefs  and  it 
cloathed  me^  when  my  glory  was  frejh  in  me  !  when  I  remember 
tkefe  ihingSy  my  foul  is  poured  out  within  me. 

Is  thy  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Chrift,  and  motions 
,  to  duty,  as  free  and  chearful  as  they  were  wont  to  be  ?  Call 
to  mind,  my  foul,  the  times  when  thou  wall  born  down  the 
fiream  of  Love  to  every  duty,  if  the  fpirit  did  but  whifper 
to,thee,  faying,  Seek^my  face^  how.d-id  my  fpirit  eccho  to  his 
calls?  faying,  Pfal.  27.  8.  If  God 

had  any  work,  to  be  done,  how  readily  did  I  offer  my  fervice? 
Here  am  I  Lord,  fend  me.  My  foul  made  me  as  the  chariots 
of  Aminadab  v  Love  oyled  the  wheels  of  my  affe<-fion ,  and 
his  commandments  were  not  grievous^  i  John  5.  Non  tardat 
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unUa  rota.  There  were  no  fuch  quarrellings  with  the  com¬ 
mand,  nofuch  excufes  and  delayes  as  there  are  now.  No, 
fuch  was  my  love  to  Chrift,  and  delight  to  do  his  will,  (hat 
I  could  no  more  keep  back  my  felf  from  duty,  than  a  man 
(hat’s  carried  away  in  a  crowd. 

Orlaftly,  tell  me,  O  my  foul  doft  thou  bemoan  thy  felf 
or  grieve  fo  tenderly  for  fin,  and  for  grieving  the  holy  Spirit 
of  God,  as  thou  waft  wont  to  do  ?  when  formerly  I  had 
fallen  by  the  hand  of  a  temptation,  how  was  I  wont  to  lye 
in  tears  at  the  Lord’s  feet  bemoaning  my  felf?  how  did  1 
haften  to  my  Clofet,  and  there  cry  like  Ezra^  Chap.  p.  6,  0 

my  God^  lam  a{hamed^  and  blujh  to  look-up  unto  thee^o'w  did 
I  figh  and  weep  before  him,  and  like  Ephraim^  finite  upon  my 
thigh,  faying,  What  have  I  done  ?  Ah  my  foul  1  how  did  ft  thou 
work,  ftrive,  and  caft  about,  how  to  recover  thy  felf  again  ? 
haft  thou  forgotten  ,  how  thou  wouldft  fometimes  look  up 
and  figh  bitterly*,  Ah !  what  a  God  have  I  provoked  ?  what 
love  and  goodnefs  have  I  abufed  ?  fometimes  look  in  and 
weep,  Ah !  what  motions  did  I  withftand  ?  what  a  good 
fpirit  have  I  grieved  ?  Ah  !  my  foul  thou  would’ft  have  ab- 
hor’d  thy  felf,  thou  could’ft  ndver  have  born  it,  had  thy 
heart  been  as  ftupid  and  as  relentlefs  then  as  now.  If  ever  a 
poor  foul  had  reafon  to  diftblve  it  felf  into  tears  for  its  fad  re  -  ’ 
lapfes,  I  have. 

But  yet  mourn  not,  O  my  foul,  as  one  without  hope.  Re¬ 
member,  vs  hope  in  Ifrael  concerning  this  thing.  As  low 

as  thy  condition  is,  it  is  not  defperate,  it  is  not  a  difeafe  that 
{corns  a  Remedy  *,  many  a  man  that  hath  been  ftretcht  out 
for  dead,  hath  revived  again,  and  lived  many  a  comfortable* 
day  in  the  World  ^  many  a  tree  that  hath  caft  both  leaf  and 
fruit,  by  the  skill  of  a  prudent  Husbandman,  hath  been  reco¬ 
vered  again,  and  made  both  flourilhingand  fruitful.  Is  it  not 
eafieif  think’ft  thou,  to  recover  a  languiftiing  man  to  health, 
Than  a  dead  man  to  life  ?  and  yet  this  God  did  for  me ,  Eph. 
2.1.  Is  any  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?  though  my  foul  dratv 
nigh  to  the  pit ^  and  my  life  to  the  defiroyers^  yet  he  can  fend  me 
a  mefenger^one  among  a  thoufand^thatfloall  declare  to  me  my  up- 
rightnefr^  then  fhall  he  deliver  me  from  going  down  into  the  pv^ 
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myflejh  (Jjall  hefrejher  than  a  Childs^  and  I  Jhall  return  to  the 
days  of  my  youth^  Job  33.-21.  Though  my  flourifh.and  much 
of  my  fruit  too  be  gone,  and  lam  a  .vvithering  tre.e3  yet  as 
long  as  the  roof  of  the  matter  is  in  me  ^  there  is  more  hope 
of  fuch  a  poor  decayed  withered  tree,  than  of  the  hypocrite 
that  wants  fuch  a  root,  in  all  his  glory  and  bravery.  His  Sun 
(hall  fet  and  never  rife  again  5  but  I  live  in  expediation  of  a 
fweet  morningj  after  this  dark  night. 

Rouz  up  therefore,  O  my  foul,  fet  thy  faith  awork  on 
Chrift  for  quickning  grace,  fpr  he  hath  life  in  himfelf ,  and 
quickens  whomfoever  he  will,  Job,  7.  3  8.  Stir  up  that  little 
which  remains,  T^ev.  3.2.  Haft  thou  not  feen  lively  flames 
proceed  from  glimmering  and  dying  fparks,  when  carefully 
colleded  and  blown  upi  get  amongft  the  moft  lively  and 
quickning  Chriftians  \  zsiron jharpens  iron^fo  will thefefet  an 
edge  upon  thy  dull ajfe^ionSy  Prov,  27.I7*  A(fts  18. 15*  But 
above  all,  cry  mightily  to  the  Lord  for  quickning ,  he  will 
not  defpife  thy  cry.  The  moans  of  a  diftrelTed  Child,  work 
upon  the  bowels  of  a  tender  father.  And  be  fure  to  keep 
within  thy  view,  the  great  things  of  eternity,  which  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  he^revealed  •,  ,live|n,tKe  believing  and  ferious  contem¬ 
plations  of  them,,  and* be  dead  if  thou  canft. ,  ’Tis  true,  thou 
haft. Reafon  enough  from  thy  condition,  to  be  for  ever  hum¬ 
bled*,  butnoreafonatallfronathy  God,  to  be  in  the  leaft 
difeouraged.  i  - 


.  '  i-y- 


(1;  ]oh.  i;.i 
(2;  l.Cor.3  9, 

(^)  Pfal.  4.  3. 
('45]ob  19*354  • 

(5) Hor.  14. 5.^* 

(6)  Hof.  6*  3. 


The  Poem. 

•  t 

1";:  Hou  art  the  ( i )  Husbandman,  and  I , 

A  worthlefs  plot  of  (2)  Husbandry, 
"Whom  fpecial  love  did  ne’rethelefs 
Divide  (3)  from  natures  wildemefs. 

Then  did  the  (4),  Sun-(hine.of  thy  face  . 

And  fweet  (5)  illapfes  of  thy  grace 

Like  (6)  (bowers,  and  warming  gleams.. 

DiftiUts  dews,.  refle<S  its  heam.s^  « 
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iXvdcad  (7)^ftii^then  were  green, 

And  hopeful  (8)  buds  on  them  were  feen  : 

Thefe  into  duties  foon  were  (9)  turn  d. 

In  which  my  heart  within  me  (10)  burn  d. 

O  halcvon  days !  thrice  happy  date  ! 

Each  place  was  (i)  heavens  gate.  ■ 

What  fweet  difcourfe  !  what  heavenly  (2)  talk  . 

Whim  with  thee  I  did  daily  (3  )  walk  •' 

Mine  eyes  o’lfloyv,, my  heart  doth  (4)  hnk. 

As  oft  as  on  thofe  days  I  think. 

Fnr  ftran^^nefs  now- IS  got  between.  ^ 

My  God  and  me,  as  may  be  feen 

Bv  what  is  (d)  now,  and  what  was  then  ,  , 

’Tis  iuft  as  if  I  were  (7)  two  men. 

My  fragrant  branches.  C8J  blafted  be. 

No  fruits  like  thofe  that  I  c|n  fee... 

.Some  r?)  Canker-worm  lies  at  my  root.  _ 
Which  (i)  fades  my  leaves,  deftroys  my  fruit,  . 
My  foul  is  (2)  baniftied  from  thy  fight 
For  this  it  (3)  moutneth  day  and  night. 

Yet  why  doft  thou  (4)  defpondtng  lye  ? 
vuitb  Ck')  WBcaftabackward  eye. 

'  Sure  in  thy  God-help  may  be  had,. 

There’s  precious  (6)  balm  in  Crlead 
That  God  that  made  me  fpring  at  hrlt,. 

When  I  was  barren,  (7)  andaccurfi, 

■ 

^ (O  ..a 

Yet  all  recover’d  were  by  grace. 

A  word  a  (3)  fmile  on  my  poor  fou  i 
Will  make  it  perfed,  .found,  and  wtole.  _ 

■  A  (4)  g'aucc  of  thine  hath  foon  diifolv  . . 

‘  A  foul  in  ^in,  and  grie^  i^^volv  d.  ^ 

Lord,  if  thou  (5) 

'  I  ara  ^contented, to  endure». 


cafe,:^ 


i  ('])  ]er.  2.  ^ 
i  (8j  Canr.7.12 
f'pj  Ads  9  1 1. 

(  o)Lu.24.52, 


('0  Gen.28. 

16,  17. 

(2)  Exgd.  34. 
29. 

(■5;  Gen.5.  7. 
(^)  Vfal.  41.5, 
5, 


(6)  Rev.  2 
(7;  2Chr.i7.3 
(8jl^fal.i02.4. 


(9;  Ifa.  ^9.  2. 

( i)  Ifa.  ^4. 

(29  88.^3 

3  4* '  -■ 

(3)  Pfiil.  77.2. 

(s)  ? 

(5)3er.  I.  224 

(j)  Eze.  i64»- 
j  (8,j  Pfal.  23.  3 
(pj  PujI.  88. 
fijjob  H-  , 
fzj  Ffal.  30.  . 

Pfal;  8o,3<. 


^4  J  22  3 
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Mushandry  jftritualized  Or, 


Upon  the  un 
curablenefs  o 
fome  bad 
ground. 


r  ' 


Spiritual  bar- 
re  nnefs,  p.  8. 


CHAP.  VI.  . 

No  skill  can  incnd  the  miry  ground,  and  fu 
borne  bouls'the  Gofgel  leaves  as  pafi 


a  cure. 


observation. 

♦ 

ALthough  the  induftry  and  skill  of  the  Husbandman  can 

^  A  ground  that  was  ufeleft  anri  Kcirl  jr 

tillage  or  paflure ,  and  improve  that  which  was  barren 

by  h.s  coft  and  pains  make  one  Acre  mortb  Un  vet  f  ’  r 
the  nature  of  fome  rocky  or  miry  ground  wher/ffi^  '  ** 

(lands,  and  there  is  no  way  to  cleanfe  if  fti^f  v  water 
made  fruitful.  The  Husbandman  is  fain’  to  let  it  Xn^^as"  an 

the  Sun  and  Clouds  (bed  theft  influenceTrit 
on  better  Land,  yet  that  doth  not  at  all  mend  ft  Nav'X 
more  ftiowers  it  receives, the  worfe  it  proves.  For  thSn  ^ 
way  fecundate  or  improve  it;  nothin,,  .  do  no 

worthlefs  flags  und  ruLs!  ®  thrives  there,  but 


A  P  P  L  I  C  A  T  I 


O  N. 


fie  Ly  fLZ  fSZtr 

healed  but  begmen  t  fah  be 

everlafting  vTtVl?  °R 

ters,  faith  iudicious  Vf,  n,  P  ®  ,  *>  P'  By  thefe  wa- 

theGofpeh  asEw  21  ""^.“"t^^tftand  the  dotarine  of 

pe  as  AW  2 1- 2..  a  River  of  water  oflife,  clear  as 

Crylial. 
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Crylia!.  Hie  fluvius  eji  uherrimtt  doBrtna  Chrijti^  faith  Mr. 
Srightman.  This  River  is  the  nnoh  fruitful  dodrine  of  Chrih, 
yet  thefe  waters  do  not  heal  the  miry  marifn  places,  (  L  e,  ) 
men  that  liveuiifruitiully  under  Ordinances,  who  are  com¬ 
pared  to  miry  and  mari(h  places  in  three  refpeds.  | 

(  I.  )  In  miry  places  the  water  hath  not  free  paffage,  but  i 
ftands  and  fettles  there.  So  it  is  with  thefe  barren  Souls  i ' 
therefore  the  Apoflle  prayes  that  the  Gofpel  may  run  and  be 
glorified?  2  ihef*  3.1.  The  word  is  faid  to  run,  when  it 
meets  with  no  flop,  Cum  libere  propagator.,  when  it  is  freely 

I)ropagated  and  runs  through  the  whole  man  when  it  meets 
vith  no  flop  either  in  the  mouth  of  the  fpeaker,  or  hearts  of 

he  hearers,  as  it  doth  in  thefe. 

(  2.  )  In  a  miry  place,  the  earth  and  water  is  mixt  toge- 
:her  ?  this  mixture  makes  mire.  So  when  the  truths  of  God 
lomix  with  the  corruptions  of  men,  that  they  either  hold 
bme  truths,  and  yet  live  in  their  lufis,  or  elfe  when  men  do 
nake  ufe  of  the  truths  of  God  to  jufiifie  and  plead  for  their 
ins.  Or,  -  : 

(  3.  )  When  as  in  a  miry  place  the  longer  the  water  ftands 
in  if,  the  worfe  it  grows*,  fo  the  longer  men  abide  under 
Ordinances,  the  more  filthy  and  polluted  they  grow:  Thefe 
are  the  miry  places  that  cannot  be  healed,  their  difeafe  is  in¬ 
curable,  defperater  ■  ' 

O  this  is  a  fad  cafe,  and  yet  very  common  1  Many  perfons  j 
are  thus  given  over  *,  as  incorrigible  and  hopelefs,  R^z^.22.1 1. 
Let  him  that  if  filthjy  be  filthy  jiilL  ]e.  6.2p.  Reprobate  fdver  \ 
(hall  men  call  them^  for  the  Lord  hath  reje^ed  them.,  Ifa.  d.  Co 
mak^  the  heart  of  this  people  fah^  their  ears.  dolf  6cc.  i 

Chrift  executes  by  the  Gofpel  that  Curfe  upon  many  fouls, 
which  he  denounced  againh  the  fig-tree.  Mat.  21.  ip.  Let 
m  fruit  grow  on  thee  henceforth  for  ever^and  immediately  the  fig- 
tree  withered  away*  To  be  given  up  to  fuch  a  condition,  is  a 
fearful  judgment  indeed,  a.  curfe  with  a.  witnefs  *,  the  fum  of 
all  plagues,  miferies  ai>d  judgments,  a  fatal  ftroke  at  the  root 
it  felf.  -  It's  a  wo  to  have  a  bad  heart, -Ciaith  one)  but  it  s  the 
depth  of  wo,‘  to  have  a  heart  that  (hall  never  be.  made  better. 

To  be  barren  under  the  Gofpel  is  a  fore  judgment ,  but  to 

have  j 
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h^vethdLt  pert inax  fieri litafy  a  pertinacious  barrennefs  i  this 
is  to  be  twice  dead,  and  pluckt  up  by  the  roof,  as  Jude 
;  fpeaks.  J  •  . 

'  And  to  (hew  you  the  v/oful  •  miferable  (late  and  plight 
I  of  fuch  men  ,  let  the  following  particulars  be  weighed, 
(i)  It’s  a  ftroke  at  the  foul  it  felf,  an  inward  fpiritual  judge¬ 
ment  >  and  by  how  much  the  moreinvt^ard  and  fpiritual  any 
judgment  is,  by  fo  much  the  more  dreadful  and  lamentable. 

I  As  foul  mercies  are  thebehof  mercies  >  fo,  fouh  judgments, 

!  are  the  faddeft  of  all  judgments.  It  it  were  but  a  temporal 
lirokeupon  the  body,  the  lofs  of  an  eye,  an  ear,  a  hand, 
j  a  foot,  though  in  it  felf  it  wmuld  be  a  conliderable  lofs  i  yet  it 
I  were  nothing  to  this.  Omnia  Vens  dedit  daplkia  (faith  Chry^ 

\  fofiom)  fpeaking  of  bodily  members  s  God  hath  given  men 
I  double  members,  two  eyes,  if  one  be  loll:,  the  other  fupplies 
its  wants  j  two  hands,  two  ears,  two  feet,  that  the 'failing 
of  one  may  be  fupplied  by  the  help  of  the  other  *,  animam 
;  vero  unam  \  but  one  foul,  if  that  perilh,  there  is  not  another 
I  to  fupply  its  lofs.  The  foul,  faith  an  Heathen^  is  the  man, that 
I  which  is  feen  is  not  the  man.  The  Apoftle  calls  the  b^y  a 
I  vile  body,  ?hil,  3.21.  and  fo  it  is  compared  with  the  foul  s 
and  Daniel  calls  it  the  Sheath^  which  is  but  a  contemptible 
thing  to  the  fword  which  is  in  it,  O  it  were  far  better  that 
many  bodies  perifh,  than  one  foul  i  that  every  member  were 
!  made  the  feat  and  fubjedf  of  the  moft  exquifite  torture,  than 
fuch  a  judgment  fhould  fall  upon  the  foul. 

,  '  (2,  )  It’s  the  fevered  droke  God  can  inflid  upon  the  foul 

[  in  this  life,  to  give  it  up  to  barrennefs  *,  becaufe  it  cuts  off 
'  all  hopes,  fruftrates  all  means,  nothing  can  be  a  bleffing  to 
;  him.  If  one  come  from  the  dead,  if  Angels  thould  defeend 
I  from  heaven  to  preach  to  him  s  there  is  no  hope-obhim.  If 
I  God  fhut  up  a  man,  who  can  open  ?  Job  12.14.  As  there  was 
j  none  found  in  heaven  or  earth  ,  that  could  open  the  feals  of 
that  book.  Lev.  5.  5.  fo  is  there  no  opening  by  the  hand  of 
the  mod  able  and  skilful  Minidry,  thofe  feals  of  hardnefs., 
blindnefs  and  unbelief, thus  imprelfed  upon  the  fpifit.  Whom 
judicefo  locks  up,  Mercy  will  never  let  out.  This  is  that 

tViO  Anathema  Maranatha  y  1  Cor.  1S.22. 

'  V  which 
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which  is  the  dreadfulleft  curfe  in  all  the  book  ofGodjaccurfed 
till  the  Lord  come. 

(3.)  ’Tis  the  moft  indifcernable  flroke  to  themlelves 
that  can  be>  and  by  that  fo  much  the  more  defperate.  Hence 
there  is  faid  to  be  powred  out  upon  them  the  fpirit  of  flumber, 
Ipi*  2^.10.  The  Lord  hath  potvred  out  upon  you  the  fpirit' of 
deep  fleep.^  and  hath  clofedyo^r  eyes.  Mont  anus  renders  it.  The 
Lord  hath  mingled  upon  you  the  fpirit  of  deep  lleep.  And  fo 
it  is  an  allufion  to  a  foporiferous  Medicine  mingled  and  made 
up  of  opium  and  fuch  dike  ftupefadive  ingredients,  which 
calls  a  man  into  fuch  a  dead  lleep,  that  do  what  you  will  to 
him,  he  feels,  he  knows  it  not.  Maks  their  eyes  heavy,  and 
their  ears  dull  j  le^  they  Ihould  fee,  and  hear,  and  he  converted, 
Ifa.  ^.^,10.  This  is  the  heart  which  cannot  repent,  which 
isfpokenof,  Kom.  2.5.  For  men  are  not  fenhble  at  all  of 
this  judgment,  they  do  not  in  the  leaft  fufped  it,  and  that  is 
their  mifery.  Though  they  be  curfed  trees  which  lhall  never 
bear  any  fruit  to  Ufe>  yet  many  times  they  bear  abundance  of 
other  fair  and  pleafant  fruits  to  the  eye  ,  excellent  gifts  and 
rare  endowments  ?  And  thefe  deceive  and  undo  them.  Mat. 
7,22.  Ife  have  prophefied  in  thy  name  s  this  makes  the  wound 
defperate,  that  there  is  no  finding  of  it ,  no  .probe  tofearch 

it.  ^ 

(  4. )  ’Tis  a  ftroke  that  cuts  off  from  the  foul  all  the  com¬ 
fort  and  fweetnefs  of  Religion.  A  mati  may  pray,  hear,  and  - 
confer,  but  all  thofc  duties  are  dry  ftalks  unto  him  ,  which 
!  yield  no  meat,  no  folid  fubftantial  nutriment  5  fome  com- 
I  mon  t^ches  upon  the  affet^ions  he  may  fometimes  find  in 
I  d^ty,'  the  melting  voice  or  Rhctorick  of  the  Preacher  may 
^  perliaps  llrike  his  natural  affedions,  as  another  Tragical  fto- 
:  ry  pathetically  delivered  may  do  i  but  to  have  any  real  com- 
!  munion  with  God  in  Ordinances,  any  difcoveries  or  views  of- 
i  th^  beauty  of  the  Lord  in  them  ,  that  he  cannot  have  for 
!  thefe  'are\the  fpecial  effeds  and  operations  of  the  Spirit, 

which are'alwayesrcftrained.  .  ^ 

God  hath  faid  to  fuch,  as  he  to  them,  Gen.  6.^.  My 
fpirit  Jhall  ne  longer  jirive  with  them  >and  then  what  1  weetnels 

is  there  in  Ordinances  >  What  is  the  word  feparated  from 

I  the 
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the  Spirit,  but  a  dead  Letter  ?  it’s  the  fpirit  that  quickens 
r  2  Cor,  2,  3,  -Friend,  thou  muil  know  that  the  Gofpel  works 
not  like  a  natural  caufe  upon  thofe  that  hear  it  j  if  fo,  the  ef- 
fe6Kv^juId  alwayes  follow,  unlefs  tniraculoully  ftopt  and 
hindred  ^  but  it  works  like4  moral  infthuted cau/e^whofe  effi¬ 
cacy  and  fuccefs  depends  upon  the  arbitrary  concurrence  of 
the  hpirit  with  it.  ^he  rpindhlorpetb  where  it  lijieth^Jo  is  every 
one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit^  Job.  3.8.  Of  his  own  will  heg^ 
he  us  by  the  word  of  truth.  Ordinances  are  as  the  old  pool  of 
Bethefday  which  had  its  healing  vertue  only  when  the  Angel 
moved  the  waters  >  but  the  fpirit  never  moves  favingly  upon 
the  waters  of  Ordinances,  for  the  healing  of  thefe  fouls,  how 
,  many  years  foever  they  lye  by  them.  Though  others  feel  a 
Divine  power  in  them  ,  yet  they  (hall  not.  As  the  men  that 
travelled  with  Tauf  when  Chrift  appeared  to  him  from  hea¬ 
ven,  theyfaw  the  light,  but  heard  not  the  voiced  which  he 
heard  to  falvation  ;  So  it  is  with  thefe,  they  fee  the  Mini- 
(lets,  hear  the  words,  which  are  words  of  falvation  to  others, 
but  not  (b  to  them.  Concerning  thefe  miferable  fouls,  we 
may  figh  and  fay  to  Chrift,  as  Martha  did  concerning  her 
brother  Lazarus  *,  Lord  if  thou  hadh  been  here  in  this  Ser¬ 
mon,  or  in  this  prayer,  this  foul  had  not  remained  dead.  But 
here  is  the  woe  that  lies  upon  him,  God  is  departed  from  the 
means,  and  none  can  help  him. 

C  5O  Tis fuch a  ffroke upon  the  fpirit  of  man,  as  is  a 
fearful  fign  of  his  eternal  reprobation.  ""Tis  true  we  cannot 
pofiti  vely  fay  of  a  man  in  this  life ,  he  is  a  reprobate ,  one 
that  God  will  never  fhew  mercy  to  j  but  yet  there  ate  fome 
probable  marks  of  it  upon  fome  men  in  this  world,  and  they 
are  of  a  trembling  confideration  where-ever  they  appear  > 
ofwhich  thisisoneofthefaddeh,  2  Cor,  4.3.  If  our  Gofpel 
be  htd-i  tis  hid  to  thofe  that  are  loft^itt  whom  the  God  of  this  world 
hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not\  le\i  the  light  of 
.  the  glorious  Gojpel  of  C  hrif^who  is  the  Image  of  God,  JhouldJhine 
unto  them.  So  Ads  1 3 .48.  As  many  as  were  ordained  unto  ei^- 
nal  lifehelieved,'Ie  believe  not.becaufeyeare  not  of  my  jheepAoh, 
10.  25.  And  again,  Mat,  13.  ii.  lo you  it  is giventok^ow  the 
wiyfertes  of  the  Kingdom'Jout  to  them  it  is  not  given.  There  can- 
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not  be  a  more  dreadful  Charaaer  of  a  perfon  marked  out  for 
Wrath,  than  to  continue  under  the  Ordinances,  as  the  Rocks 
and  miry  places  do  under  the  natural  influences  of  heaven. 
What  blelTed  opportunities  had  Judat  ?  he  was  under  Chri  ft’s 
own  Miniftry,  he  often  heard  the  gracious  words  that  pro¬ 
ceeded  out  of  his  mouthi  he  was  night  and  day  in  his  com¬ 
pany,  yet  never  the  better  •,  and  why  ?  becaufe  he  was  the 
fm  offerdition  i  that  is,  a  man  appointed  to  deftrudion  and 

Cd)  And  laftly,  to  add  no  more.  ’Tis  foch  a  ftroke  of  God 
upon  the  fouls  of  men ,  as  immediately  foreruns  hell  and 
damnation,  Heh.  <5.8.  But  that  which  beareth  thorns  and hryars 
is  rejiaed,  and  is  nigh  unto  curfing,  whofe  end  is  to  be  burnt.  So 
that  look  as  fome  Saints  in  this  world,  have  had  a  prelibation 
or  foretafte  of  heaven,  which  the  Scripture  calls  the  earned  of 
the  Spirit-,  fo  this  is  a  precurfor  of  hell,  align  of  wrath  at- 
the  door.  We  may  fay  of  it,  as ’tis  laid  of  the  pale  horfe  in 
the  Revelation,  that  hell  follows  it.  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me 
(  faith  Chrift,  John  i’y.6.')  he  is  forth  as  a  branch  and 
withered  i  which  is  the  very  ftate  of  thefe  barren,  curfed 
fouls.  And  what  follows  >  Why,  faith  he,  men  gather  them 
and  call  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned.  Lo  this 
is  the  vengeance  which  the  Gofpel  executes  upon  this  barren 

ground. 

reflections. 


Well  then ,  blelTed  be  God  that  made  me  feel  the  faving 
power  of  the  Gofpel.  O,  let  God  be  exalted  for  ever  for 
this  mercy !  that  how  defe<aivc  foever  I  am  in  common 
gifts,  though  I  have  a  dull  underftanding,  a  leaking  memory, 
a  llannmering  tongue  i  yet  I  have  felt,  and  do  fwl  the  power 
of  the  Gofpel  upon  my  heart.  I  blefsthee  (my  God^  that 
although  I  labour  under  many  fpiritual  infirmities,  yet  I  am 

not  lick  of  this  incurable  difeafe.  I  have  given  thee  indeed, 
juft  caufe  to  infli<a  and  execute  thisdreadfol  curfe  u^n  me 
alfo,  but  thou  haft  not  only  dealt  wkhmeafter  my  delerts  i 
but  according  to  the  riches  of  thy  mercy.  Some  little  fruit  1 


1. 

The  iincere 
fouls  reflexi¬ 
on*' 
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bring  forth>  and  what  it  is,  is  by  vertue  of  nay  union  with 
Jefns  Chrift^  Tlom.  7/4.  And  this  hath  more  in  it_  as  to  my 
comfort,  than  all  the  glittering  gifts  and  fpkndid  performan¬ 
ces  of  the  moft  glorious  hypocrite  can  yield  to  him.  If  I 
might  have  my  choice  (  faith  one  )  I  would  chufe  and  prefer 
the  moft  defpicable  and  fordid  work  of  a  ruftick  ChrijUatiybcr 
fore  all  the  victories  of  /Alexander  ^nd  triumphs  of  C^far* 
Blejfed  therefore  he  the  Lord  rr>ho  hath  abounded  unto  me^  in  all 
fpiritual  hleffings^i  in  heavenly  things  in  Chrift  Jefns. 

I  cannot  remember  a  Sermon  as  another  can ,  but  bleffed 
be  God  that  I  am  able  to  favor  it,  and  feel  it  j  that  I  have  an 
heart  to  love,  and  a  will  to  obey,  all  that  God  difeovers  to 
be  my  duty. 

O,  then,  how  litle  caufe  have  I  to  make  my  boaft  of  Or¬ 
dinances,  and  glory  in  my  external  priviledges,  who  never 
bear  fpiritual  fruit  under  them  }  If  I  well  contider  my  condi¬ 
tion,  there  is  matter  of  tremblings  and  not  glorying  in  thefe 
things.  It  may  be,  while  I  have  been  glorying  in  them,  and 
lifting  up  my  fecure  heart  upon  them,  the  Lord  hath  been  fc- 
cretly  blafting  my  foul  under  them,  and  infenfibly  executing 
this  horrible  curfe  by  them.  Shall  I  boaft,  that  with  Caper-- 
Haum-i  I  cm  lifted  up  to  heavens  fince  I  may  with  her  at  laft 
be  caft  down  to  hell  ?  and  if  fo,  Lord,  what  hell  will  my 
hell  be?it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  than 
for  me.  It  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  Chrifis  when  he  was 
looking  upon  Jernfalem^  bnder  the  fame  confideration  that 
I  doubt  1  have  caufe  to  look  upon  my  own  fouljLw^e 
He  tvept  over  it ^  f  hadji  i^owHs  even  thou^  at  leaf 

in  this  thy  days  things  which  belong  to  thy  peace ^  hut  mvp 

they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.  So  long  I  have  been  a  hearer,  a 
profeftbr  of  the  Gofpel,  fo  many  years  I  have  in  joyed  its  di- 
ftihguifhing  Ordinances,  but  have  they  not  been  all  dry  and 
empty  things  to  me  ?  hath  not  the  fpirit  of  formality  aefted 
me  in  them?  have  not  felf  ends,  and  worldly  refpe<fts  Iain  at 
the  bottom  of  my  beft  duties?  Have  not  my  difcou^Ies' in 
communion  with  the  Saints  been  Trade- words,' Ipeaking 
what  I  have  learnt,  but  not  felt  ?  fad  is  my  coitdition  now  > 
but  it  would  be  defperate  and  irrecoverable,  fhouldft  thou  ex¬ 
ecute  this  curfe  upon  me. 
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And  what  way  I  think  of  tny  condition  ?  Lord,  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  mv  unprotitablenefs  under  the  means  hath  been  ihame- 
fiiV  and  this  hath  made  my  condition  doubtful.  I  have  often 
trembled  for  fear ,  left  my  root  had  been  blafted  by  fuch  a 
curfe  i  but  if  fo  ,  whence  is  this  trembling?  Whence  thde 
feats  and  forrows  about  it  ?  doth  fueh  fruit  grow  in  that  foyl 
which  thou  haft  eutfed  ?.  I  am  told  but  now,  that  on  whom 
this  iudement  falls ,  to  them  thou  giveft  an  heart  that  cannot 
repent.  Lord,  I  bkfs  theeffor  thele  evidences  of  freedom 
from  the  curfe  i  for  the  fruits  of  f«r,  fortow  and  holy 
i^lonfie.  The  Laws  of  men  fpare  for  the  fruits  fake,  and  wilt 
not  thou  fpare  me  alfo  my  God,  if  there  be  found  in  me  a 

^Toconcludt"  wh« a  ferious  RefletSioh fhould  this occafi- 
on  in  every  difpenfer  of  the  Gofpel  ?  how  fhould  he  fay  when 
he  goes  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  I  ammow  going  to  preach  that 
word  which  is  to  be  i[<iVour  of  Ufe  or  death  to  thefe  finis  i 
upon  how  many  t)f  my  poor  hearers  may  the  curfe  of  perpe- 
t«l  barrennefs  be  executed  this  day  •'  O  how  fhould  fuch  a 
thought  me'lt  his  heart  into  compaWon  over  them  and  make 
him  beg  hard,  and  plead  earneftly  with  God  for  a  better  ilTue 
of  the  Gofpel  than  this  upon  thena  ? 
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The  Poem. 

*  I 

O  U  that  befides  youf  pleafant  fruitful  fields, 

X  Have  ufelefs  bogs,  and  rocky  ground  that  yields  • 
You  no  advantage,  nor  doth  quit  your  coft. 

But  all  your  pains  and  charges  on  them  s  lolt^ 

Hearken  to  me,  He  teach  you  how  to  get 
More  profit  by  them,  than  it  they  were  let 
At  higher  Rents  than  what  your  Tenants  pay 
For  your  moft  fertile  Lands  j  and  here  s  the 

Think  when  you  view  them,  why  the  Lord  hath  chofe 
Thefe;  as  (0  Emblems  tp  decipher  thofe 
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f2)  2  Tim.  3. 

rj)  Heb.  6.  8. 
r4,JMat.  5.45 


fs)  2  Sam.  23. 

4» 

l^5,Canr.  2.1 1. 

Ezel^a 

(9)  Job  Sii. 


(ijDcut.is.i. 
Cji)  Ila,  5. 

"Q  2Cor.2.i6 
r4)Pral.92.i3 

6^Mar.  1 1.20 
r?)  Ifa.  S*  24. 
f  9  ;Ifa.  5.  10. 


(10^  Luke  8. 
14. 

Jer.  17.5,  6. 


That  under  Gofpel-grace  grow  wotfc  and  <2)  worfe  ; 

c  ‘he  Lorddothfa^curfe. 

Sweet  (bowers  defcend,  the  Sun  his  beams  refleds 
On  both  (4)  alike  -,  but  not  with  like  effedls. 

Oblerve ,  and  fee  how  after  the  fweet  (howers 
Thepafsandcorn(5)revi.ve5'  the  fragrant  (d)  flowers 
Shoot  forth  their  beauteous  heads,  the  valleys  (7)  fine 
All  ircih)  and  green  as  in  the  verdant  fpring. 

But  rocks  are  barren  ftill,  and  (S)  bogs  are  fo  i 
Where  naught  but  flags,  (p)  and  worthlefs  ruflies  grow. 
Upon  this  tnanlh  ground  there  lies  this  curfe,  ° 

The  more  rain  falls  >  by  fo  much  more  the  worfe. 

Even  fo  the  (i)  dews  of  grace  that  fwectly  fall  ' 
From  Gofpel  (2)  clouds,  are  not  (3)  alike  to  all. 

The  gracious  foul  doth  (4)  germinate  and  faudv 

But  to  the  Reprobate  it  doth  f  5J  no  good. 

He’s  like  the  withered  (6)  fig-tree  void  of  fruit  *, 

A  icarful  curfe  hath  fraote  his  very  (7)  root. 

The  heart’s  made  fat,  the  (9)  eyes  with  blindnefs  feal’di 
The  piercing  truths  the  Gofpel  ere  reveal’d. 

Shall  be  to  him  but  as  the  Sun  and  Rain 
Are  to  obdurate  rocks;  fio)  fruitlefs  and  vain. 

Be  this  your  meditation  when  you  walk 
By  rocks,  and  fenny  grounds,  thus  learn  to  talk 
With  your  own  fouls ;  and  let  it  make  you  fear 
Left  that’s  your  cafe  that  is  defcribcd  here. 

This  IS  the  beft  improvement  you  can  make 
Of  fuch  bad  ground :  good  foul,  I  pray  thee  take 
ome  pains  about  them  >  though  they  barren  be, 
hou  feeft  how  they  may  yield  fweet  fruits  to  thee. 


The  heavenly  ufe  of  earthly  things. 


C  H  A  P.  VII. 

The  Plowman  guides  his  Plow  with  care  and  skill* 
So  doth  the  Spirit.^  in  found  conviBion  JiilL 


OBSERVATION. 

IT  requires  not  only  ftrength ,  but  much  skill  and  judg¬ 
ment, to  manage  and  guide  the  plow.  The  Hebrew  word 
which  we  tranilate  to  plow,  (ignifies  to  be  intent>  as  an  Ar-  j 
tificer  is  about  feme  curious  piece  of  work.  The  plow  mu  ft 
neither  go  too  (hallow  nor  too  deep  in  the  earths  it  muft 
not  indent  the  ground  by  making  crooked  furows  ,  nor  leap 
and  make  baulks  in  good  ground  i  but  be  guided  as  to  a  juft 
depth  of  earth,  fo  to  caft  the  furrow  in  a  ftreight  line ,  that 
the  floor  or  fur  face  of  the  field  may  be  made  plain.  As  it  is 
Ifa,  28.25.  And  hence  that  exprelTion>  Luk^^.62*  He  that 
puts  bis  hand  to  the  plow^  and  lookj  hackly  is  not  fit  for  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Heaven,  The  meaning  is,  that  as  he  that  plows,  muft 
have  his  eyes  always  forward,  to  guide  and  dired  his  hand 
in  calling  the  furrows  ftraight  and  even  j  (for  his  hand  will  be 
quickly  out  when  his  eye  is  off.  )  So  he  that  heartily  refolves 
for  heaven,  muft  addid  himfelf  wholly  and  intently  to  the 
bufinefs  of  Religion,  and  not  have  his  mind  intangled  with 
the  things  of  this  world,  which  he  hath  left  behind  him  > 
whereby  it  appears,  that  the  right  management  of  the  plowi 
requires  as  much  skill  as  ftrength. 

application. 

THis  obfervatibn  in  nature^  ferves  excellently  to  (ha- 
dow  forth  this  propofition  in  Divinity.  That  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  in  convincing  and  humbling  the  heart  of  a  (in¬ 
ner,  is  a  work  wherein  much  of  the  wifdom,as  well  as  power 
of  God  isdifeovered.  The  work  of  repentance  and  faving 

contri- 
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contrition,  is  fet  forth  in  Scripture  by  this  Metaphor  of 
plowing,  4.3.  Hof.  10.12,  Flortf  upyotirfallon> ground y 
that  is,  be  convinced,  humbled,  and  broken  hearted  for  fin. 
And  the  refemblance  betwixt  both  thefe  works  appears  in 
the  following  particulars. 

C  I.  )  ’Ti's  a  hard  and  difficult  work  to  plow,  ’tis  reckoned 
one  of  the  painfullefi:  manual  labours.  It  is  alfo  a  very  hard 
thing  to  convince  and  humble  the  heart  of  a  fecure,  fiout  ? 
and  proud  finner,  indurate  in  wickednefs.  What  Luther  faith 
of  a  dejedted  foul.,  *Lhat  it  U  as  eafie  to  ratfe  the  dead  as  to 
,  comfort  ftch  a  one.'  The  famel  may  fay  of  the  fecureiconfident 
finner.  ’Tis  as  eafie  to  rend  the  Rocks  as  to  wbrk  faving  con¬ 
trition  upon  fuch  a  heart.  Citius  ex  pumice  aquam  >  all  the 
melting  language  and  earnefi:  intreatics  of  the  Gofpel,  cannot 
urge  fuch  a  heart  to  (hed  a  tear :  Therefore  its  called  a  heart  of 
fione,  Ezeke  ^S.  26.  A  firm  Rock,  Amos  6. 12.  ^haHhorfes 
run  upon  the  Koek^.^  will  ont  plow  there  with  Oxen  ?  yet  when 
the  Lord  comes  in  the  power  of  his  fpirit,  thbfe  rocks  do 
rend  and  yield  to  the  power  of  the  word.  ‘  ’ 

C  2 . )  The  plow  pierces  deep  into  the  bofom  of  the  earth, 
makes  (  as  it  were  }  a  deep  gaffi  or  wound  in  the  Heart  of  it. 
So  doth  the  Spiritnpon  the  hearts  of  Sinners,  he  pierces  their 
very  fouls  by  conviction.  Alls  d.  37.  When  they  heard  this 
they  were  prieked  for  pierceid  point  blank)  to  the  heart,  "then 
\the  word  divides  the  Soul  and  Spirit  ^  Heb,  4.12,  It  comes 
j  upon  the  confcience  with  pinching  dilemma’s,  and  tilts  the 
!  fword  of  corividion  fo  deep  into  their  fouls,  that  there  is  no 
fVenching  the  bloodjno  healing  this  wound,  till  Chrifi:  himfelf 
come  and  undertake  the  care.  Hdcret  latest  lethalis  arundo  3 
this  barbed  arrow  cannot  be  pulled  out  of  their  hearts  by  any 
but  the  hand  that  (hot  it  in.  Difeourfe  with  fuch  a  foul  a- 
bout  his  troubles,  and  he  will  tell  you,  that  all  the  forrows 
that  ever  he  had  in  this  world,  lofs  of  efiate,  health,  chil¬ 
dren,  or  what  ever  elfe,  are  but  flea-bites  to  thisi  this  fwal- 
lows  up  all  other  troubles.  See  how  thatChriftian  Niobe^ 
Luk^e  7.3  8.  is  dlflblved  into  tears.  Now  deep  calleth  unto  deep 
at  the  notfe  of  his  water  Jpouts^when  the  waves  &  billows  of  God 
go  over  the  foul.  Spiritual  forrows  are  deep  waters,  in  which 
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the  houteft  and  moft  magnamimous  foul  would  fink  and 
drown,  did  not  Jefus  Chriji  by  a  fecrec  and  fupportine  hand, 
hold  it  up  by  the  chin. 

(  3)  The  plow  rends  the  earth  in  parts  and  pieceS)  which 

before  was  united,  and  makes  thofe  parts  hang  loofe,  which 
formerly  lay  clofe.  Thus  doth  the  fpirit  of  convidion  rend 
,  in  funder  the  heart)  and  itsmoft  beloved  lufts,  Joel  2.  13. 
Kent  your  hearts  and  not  your  garments  \  that  is,  rather  then 
your  garments )  for  the  fenfe  is  comparative,  though  the  ex- 
preflion  be  negative.  And  this  rending  implyes,  notonly  acute 
pain )  fleih  cannot  be  rent  afunder  without  anguifh,  nor  yet  | 
only  force  and  violence )  .the  heart  is  a  ftubborn  and.knotty  i 
piece,  and  will  not  eafily  yield, but  it  alfo  implies  a  dif-union 
of  parts  iMiited :  As  when  a  garment,  or  the  earth,  or  any 
continuous  body  is  rent  i  thofe  parts  are  feparated  which 
formerly  cleaved  together.  Sin  and  the  foul  were  glewed  faft 
together  before,  there  was  no  parting  of  them,  they  would 
as  foon  part  with  their  lives  as  with  their j  but  now 
when  the  heart  is  rent  for  them  truly,  it  is  alfo  rent  from 
them  everlaftingly,  7.15.  to  ip. 

f  4  )  The  plow  turns  up,  and  difeovers  (uch  things  as  lay 
hid  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth  before  ,  and  were  covered  un¬ 
der  a  fair  green  furface)  from  the  eyes  of  men.  Thus  when 
the  Lord  plows  up  the  heart  of  a  (inner  by  convidion,  then 
the  fecrets  of  his  heart  are  made  manifeft,  2  Cor,  1 4. 2  4, 2  5. 
the  moft  fecret  and  fiiameful  fins  will  then  out  i  for  the  word 
of  God  is  quick;  and  powerful^  Jharper  than  any  two  edged  frvord^ 
piercing  even  to  the  dividing  of  the  foul  and  fpirit.^  the  joynts 
and  marrow and  is  a  quick^difeerner  of  the  thoughts  and  fecret 
intents  of  the  hearty  Heh,  4.12.  It  makes  the  fire  burn  in¬ 
wardly,  fo  that  ahe  foul  hath  no  reft  till  confeflion  give  a  vent 
to  trouble.  Fain  would  the  (huffling  finner  conceal  and 
hide  his  (hamC)  but  the  word  follows  him  through  all  his  fin- 
full  (hifts ,  and  brings  him  at  lae  to  be  his  own,  both  accufer, 
witnefs  and  >udge. 

(  5  )  The  work  of  the  Plow  is  but  opus  ordinahtle :  a  pre¬ 
parative  work  in  order  to  fruit.  Should  the  Husbandman 
plow  his  ground  never  fo  often,  yet  if  the  feed  be  not  caft  in 
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and  qulckned,  in  vain  is  the  Harveft  expeded.  Thus  con- 
vidion  alfo  is  but  a  preparative  to  a  farther  work  upon  the 
foul  of  a  finncr.  If  it  ftick  there,  and  go  no  farther^  it  proves 
but  an  abortive  or  untimely  birth.  Many  have  gone  thus  far, 
and  there  they  have  buck  *,  they  have  been  like  a  field  plow¬ 
ed,  but  not  lowed  ,  which  is  a  matter  of  trembling  confide- 
ration  i  for  hereby  their  fin  is  greatly  aggravated,  and  their 
eternal  mifery  fo  much  the  more  increafed.  when  a  poor 
damned  creature  (hall  with  horror  refled  upon  himfelf  in 
hell,  how  near  was  I  once  under  fuch  a  Sermon,  to  conver- 
fion  ?  My  fins  were  fet  in  orddr  before  me,  my  confcience  a- 
wakened  and  terrified  with  the  guilt  of  them*)  many  pur- 
pofes  and  refolves  1  had  then  to  turn  to  God,  which  had  they 
been  perfected  by  anfwerable  executions,  I  had  neve  come 
1  to  this  place  of  torment )  but  there  1  ftuck)  and  that  was  my 
eternal  undoing.  Many  fouls  have  1  known  fo  terrified  with 
the  guilt  of  iin,  that  they  have  come  roaring  under  horrors 
of  confcience  to  the  Preacher  )  fo  (hat  one  would  think  fuch 
a  breach  had  been  made  between  them  and  fin, as  could  never 
be  reconciled  s  and  yet  as  angry  as  they  were  in  that  fit  with 
fin,  they  have  hug’d  and  imbraced  them  again. 

d.  )  ’Tis  befi  plowing  when  the  earth  is  prepared  and 
mollified  by  the  (bowers  of  rain ,  then  the  work  goes  on 
fweetly  and  eafily.  And  never  doth  the  heart  fb  kindly  melt, 
as  when  the  Gofpel  Clouds  difTolve,  and  the  free  grace  and 
love  of  Jefits  Chrifl  comes  fweetly  (howring  down  upon  it  i 
'  then  it  relents  and  mourns  ingenuoully,  Ezsk:  id.  63.  That 
thoH  mayefi  remember  and  he  confounded^  and  never  open  thy 
mouth  any  more  hecaufeof  thyjhame^rvhen  I  am  pacifedtotpards 
thee  for  all  that  thou  haft  done.  So  it  was  with  that  poor  pe¬ 
nitent,  Lukp  7.  3S*  W'hen  the  Lord  Jefus  had  difeovered  to 
her  the  fupef-abounding  riches  of  his  grace,  in  the  pardon  of 
her  manifold  abominations  ^  her  heart  melted  within  her, (he 
w’alhed  the  feet  of  Chrift  with  tears*  And  indeed  there  is 
as  much  difference  betwixt  the  tears  which  are  forced  by  the 
terrorsof  the  Law,  and  thofe  whi^h  are  extracted  by  the 
grace  of  the  Gofpelj  as  there  is  betwixt  thofe  of  a  condem- 
ned  makfador, .  who  weeps  to  confider.  the  mifery  he  is  un- 
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der,  and  thofe  of  a  pardoned  makfadtor,  that  receives  his 
pardon  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  is  melted  by  the  mercy 
and  clemency  of  his  gracious  Prince  towards  him. 

The  Plow  kills  thofe  rank  weeds  that  grow  in  the  held  ^ 
turns  them  up  by  the  roots,  buries  and  rots  them.  So  doth 
faving  eonvidfion  kill  lin  at  the  root,  makes  the  foul  lick  of 
it,  begets  indignation  in  the  heart  againft  it,  2  ,Cor.  7.  ii. 
The  word  there  fignifies  the  riling  of  the  flomach ,  and 
being  angry  even  unto  llcknefs  >  Religious  wrath  is.  the  fier¬ 
ce!]:  wrath,  now  the  foul  cannot  endure  lin,  trembles  at  it.  I 
find  a  woman  more  hitter  than  death  (  faith  penitent  Solomon  } 
Ecel,  j,26.  C6nvi6tion  like  a  forfeit j  make  the  foul  to  loath 
what  it  formerly  loved  and  delighted  in. 

(S)  That  field  is  not  well  plowed,  where  the  plow  jumps 
and  skips  over  good  ground*  and  makes  baulks.  It  mull  turn 
up  the  whole  field  alike  v  and  that  heart  is  not  favingly  con- 
vided  where  any  lull  is  fpared  and  left  untouched.  Saving 
Convidion  extends  it  felf  to  all  (ins,  not  only  to  fin  in  gene-  > 
ral,  with  this  cold  coilfeffion,  lama  ftnner :  but  to  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  fin,  yea,  to  the  particular  circumlfances  and  aggra¬ 
vations  of  time  i  place,  manner,  occalions,  thus  and  thus  l^ve 
I  done  to  the  lin  of  nature^  as  well  as  pradice^  behold  1  was 
Jhapen  in  iniquity^  FfaL  51 . 5.  There  muff  be  no  baulking  of 
any  fin  >  the  fparing  of  one  fin  is  a  fare  argument  thou  art 
not  truly  humbled  for  any  fin.  So  far  is  the  convinced  foul 
from  a  fiudious  concealment  of  a  beloved  fin,  that  it  weeps 
over  that  more  than  over  any  other  adual  fin. 

fp)  New  ground  is  much  more  eafily  plowed  than  that 
which  by  long  lying  but  of  tillage,  is  more  confolidated  and 
dung  together,  by  deep  rooted  thorns  and  brambles,  which 
render  it  difficult  to  the  Plowman.  This  old  ground  is  like 
an  old  finner  that  hath  lain  a  long  time  hardning  under  the 
means  of  grace.  O  the  difficulty  of  convincing  liich  a  per- 
fon/  Sin  hath  gotfuch  a  rooting  in  his  heart,  he  is  fo  habi¬ 
tuated  to  the  reproofs  and  calls  of  the  word,  that  few  fuch  are 
wrought  upon.  How  many  young  perfons  are  calIed,to  one 
obdurate,  inveterate  finner  ?  I  dp  not  fay  but  God  may  call 
home  fuch  a  foul  at  the  eleventh  hour  ’*but  I  may  fay  of  thefe 
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coirpared  with  others^  as  Solomon  fpeaks, Ecc/f/i  7* 
man  amoKgci  ihoufand  have  1  foundy  6cc*  Few  that  have  long 
rchhed  the  Gofper,  that  come  afterwards  to  feel  the  faving 
efficacy  thereof. 

REFLECTIONS. 

Grace,  for  ever  to  be  admired  1  that  God  (liould  fend 
^  forth  his  Word  and  Spirit  to  plow  up  my  hard  and  fto- 
ny  heart !  yea>  mine,  when  he  hath  left  fo  many  of  more  ten¬ 
der,  ingenious,  fweet,  and  melting  tempers  without  any  cul¬ 
ture  or  means  of  grace.  O  blefled  Gofpel !  heart  difTolving 
voice/  I  have  felt  thine  efficacy,  I  have  experienced  thy 
divine  and  irrefiftible  power  5  thou  art  indeed  (harper  than 
any  two  edged  fword,  and  woundeft  to  the  heart  >  but  thy 
wounds  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend.  All  the  wounds  thou  halt 
made  in  my  foul,  were  fo  many  doors  opened  to  let  in  Chrih  y 
all  the  blows  thou  gaveft  my  Confcience,  were  but  to  beat 
off  my  foul  from  (in,  which  I  embraced  and  had  retained  to 
my  everlafting  ruine,'  hadft  thou  not  feparated  them  and  me. 
O  wife  and  merciful  Phyfician,  thou  did(t  indeed  bind  me 
with  cords  of  convidfion  and  (brrow  >  but  it  wasonly  to  cut 
out  that  (tone  in  my  heart,  which  had  killed  me  if  it  had  con¬ 
tinued  thcr€.  O,  how  did  I  (truggle  and  oppofe  thee,  as  if 
thou  had(t  come  with  the  fword  of  an  enemy,  rather  than  the 
lance  and  probe  of  a  skilful  and  tender  hearted  Phylician  ? 
Bleffed  be  the'day  wherein  my  (ins  were  difeovered  and  ini- 
bictered  •  G  happy  forrows  which  prepared  for  fuch  match- 
lefs  joys !  O  bleffed  hand  which  turned  my  fait  waters  into 
pkafant  wine  !  and  after  many  pangs  and  forrows  of  foul 
did  A  bring  forth,  the  mand-child  of  deliverance  and  peace. 

ButO,  what  a  Rock  of  Adamant  is  this  heart  of  mine 
that  never  yet  was  wounded  and  favingly  pierced  for  (in  by 
the  terrors  of  the  Law,  or  melting  voice  of  the  Gofpel  ! 
long  have  I  fate  under  the  word,,  but  when  did  L  feel  a  re¬ 
lenting  pang  I  O  my  foul !  my  Aupified  fouU  thou  haA  got 
an  Antidote  againA  repentance ,  but  haA  thou  any  againff 
hell  ?  thou  can  A  keep  out  the  fenfe  of  fin  now,  but  arwhoa 
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able  to  keep  off  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  hereafter  ?  If  thou 
couldft  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  fentence  of  Chrift  in  the  day  of 
judgment,  as  eafily  as  thou  doft  to  the  intreaties  of  Chrid 
in  the  day  of  grace,  it  were  fomewhat  i  but  furely  there  is 
no  defence  againft  that.  Ah,  fool  that  I  am>  to  quench  thefe 
convi(^ions,  unlefs  1  knew  how  to  quench  thofe  flames  they 
warn  me  of. 

And  may  not  I  challenge  the  firft  place  among  all  the 
mourners  in  the  world,  who  have  loft  all  thofe  convidfions 
which  at  feveral  times  came  upon  me  under  the  word  ?  I 
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have  been  often  awakened  by  it ,  and  filled  with  terrors  and  j  fleftion. 
tremblings  under  it ,  but  thofe  troubles  have  foon  worn  off 
again,  and  my  heart  (  like  water  removed  from  the  flrej  re¬ 
turn’d  to  its  native  coldncfs.  Lord  what  a  difmal  cafe  am  I 
in?  Many  convictions  have  I  choaked  and  ftrangled,  which 
it  may  be  fliall  never  more  be  revived,  flntill  thou  revive  them 
againft  me  in  judgment,  have  I  been  in  pangs,  and  brought 
forth  nothing  but  wind  i  my  troubles  have  wrought  no  deli¬ 
verance,  neither  have  my  lufts  fallen  before  them,  my  con- 
fcience  indeed  hath  been  fometimes  Tick  with  fin,  yea,  fo  fick 
as  to  vomit  them  up  by  an  external  partial  reformation »  but 
then  with  the  dog  have  !  r.eturned  again  to  my  voipit,  and 
now  I  doubt  am  given  over  to  an  heart  that  cannot  repent. 

Oh  that  thofe  travelling  pangs  could  be  quicknedagain  !  but 
alas !  they  areceafed.  I  am  like  a  prifoner  efcaped,  and  a- 
,1  gain  recovered,  whom  the  Jaylor  loads  with  double  Irons. 

Surely,  G  my  Soul !  If  the  fpiritual  troubles  return  not  again, 
they  are  but  gone  back,  to  bring  eternal  troubles.  It  is  with 
thee,  O  my  foul !  as  with  a  man  whofe  bones  have  been  bro¬ 
ken  and  not  well  fet?  who  muft  (how  terrible  foever  it 
appear  to  him)  endure  the  pain  of  breaking  and  fetting  them 
again,  if  ever  he  be  made  a  found  man.  O  that  I  might  ra¬ 
ther  chufe  to  be  the  Objedt  of  thy  wounding  mercy,  than  of 
thy  (paring  cruelty !  if  thou  plow  not  up  my  heart  again  by 
compundfion,  I  know  it  muft  be  rent  in  pieces  at  laft  by  de- 
fperation. 
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The  Poem, 

^Here’s  CO  skill  in  plowlrig,  that  the  Plowman  knows 
-p,  p  or  if  too  .  (2)  ftallow,  or  to  deep  he  goes  j 
The  feed  is  either  buried,  or  elfe  may 

To  (^3;  Rooks  and  Daws  become  an  eafie  prey. 

1  his  as  a  lively  emblem,  fitly  may 
Defcribe  the.blefTed  fpirits  work  and  way: 

Whofe  work  on  fouls,  with  this  doth  fymbolize  i 
et^jxt  them  both,  thus  the  refemblance  lyes. 

^ulsarethe  (4)  foyl,  convi<5tion  is  the  CsJ  plow* 

Gods  workmen  (dj  draw,  the  fpirit  (hews  them  how. 
Hegmdpthework,  and  in  good  ground,  doth  (?)  bkfs 
His  workmens  pains,  with  fweet  and  fair  fuccefs. 

The  heart  prepar’d,  he  featters  in  the  feed 

Which  in  it'’s  feafon  fprings,  no  fowl  nor  weed 

T n  1  •  choak  this  fpringing  corn  j  V 

housed  in  the  heavenly  barn, 
hen  thus  f  i)  the  fpirit  plows  up  the  fallow  ground, 
with  fuch  fruits,  his  fervants  work  is  (2)  crown’d  j 
et  all  the  ^3)  friends  of  ChrftV,  and  foul  fay  now  j 
As  they  pafs  by  thefe  fields  C4)  Godfieed  the  PIoxp. 

C5)  thin,  (helfy  ground  doth  turn, 
qat  ictle  feed  which  (prings,  the  Sun-beams  burn. 

1  he  reit  uncovered  lyes,  which  fowls  devour, 

4IS.  .their  hearts  were  (6)  touched,  but  not  With  power* 
1  he  (7;  cares  and  pleafures-of  this  world  have  drown’d 
1  h^  feed,  before  it  peep’d  above  the  ground, 
ome  fprings  indeed,  the  (8)  feripture  faith  that  fome 
Do,tafte  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come. 

ele  (p)  Embryo’s  never  come  to  timely  birth, 

.  ecaufe  tl^  feed  that’s  fown  wants  depth  of  earth* 

Turn  up  O  God,  the  bottom  of  my  heart  i 

^  ^ thou  impart 

ly  choice!]  bleffirig.  Though  I  (i)  weep  and  mourn i 

In  ihis  wet  feed-time  5  if  I  may  return  , 


With 


The  heavenly  ufeof  earthly  things. 


71 


With  (heaves of  joy  5  thefe  fully  will  reward 
My  pains,  and  forrows,  be  they  ne’re  fo  hard. 


CHAR  VIII.,  '  ' 

The  Choicejl  wheat  is.  jiill  rejerv  d  for  feedy 
Bnt  gracious  principles  are  Choice  indeed. 


Upon  the  feed 
Corn. 


OBSERVATION. 

Husbandmen  are  very  careful  and  curious  about  their 
Seed-Corn,  that  it  may  not  only  be  clean  and  pure,  but 
the  beft  and  mpft  excellent  in  its  kind,  Ifa.  28.25,  He  cafteth 
in  the  principal  iVheat.  If  any  be  more  full  and  weighty 
than  other,  that  is  referved  for  feed.  ’Tis  ufual  with  Hus¬ 
bandmen  to  pick  and  leafetheir  Seed-Corn  by  hand  that  they 
may  fepatate  the  Cockle  and  Darnel,  and  all  the  lighter  and 
hollow  grains  from  it,  wherein  they  manifeft  their  difcreti- 
on,  for  according  to  the  vigour  and  goodnefs  of  the  feed, 
the  fruit  and  produdion  is  like  to  be. 

APPLICATION. 


THe  choice  and  Principal  Seed-corn  with  which  the  fields 
are  fowed,  after  they  are  prepared  for  it,  doth  admi¬ 
rably  (hadow  forth  thofe  excellent  principles  of  Grace  infu^ 
fed  into  the  regenerate  foul.  Their  agreement,^  as  they  are 
both  feed,  is  obvious  in  the  ten  following  particulars,  and 
their  excellency  above  other  principles  in  feven  more. 

The  earth  at  firft  naturally  brought  forth  Corn,  and  every 
Seed  yielding  fruit,  without  humane  induhry  *,  but  Ghee  the 
curfe  came  upon  it,  it  muft  be  plowed  and  (owed,  or  lio  fruit 
can  be  expeded.  -So  man  at  hr  ft  had  all  theprinciples  of  ho- 

linefs  in  his  nature,  But  now  they  muff  be  infufed  by  regene¬ 
ration 
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/ration,  or  elfe  his  nature  is  as  void  of  holinefs  as  the  barren 
and  untilkd  defart  ot  Corn. 

The  earlier  the  Seed  is  fown,  the  better  it  is  rooted  and 
enabled  to  endure  the  afperities  of  the  winter  >  fo  when 
grace  is  early  infufed,  when  nature  is  fandfified  in  the  bud, 
grace  is  thereby  exceedingly  advantaged.  ^Twzs^Timothief 
lingular  advantage ,  that  he  knew  the  Scriptures  of  a 
Child. 

Frofts  and  fnows  conduce  very  much  to  the  'sVell  rooting 
of  the  feed,  and  makes  it  fpread  and  take  root  much  the  bet¬ 
ter.  So  do  Sandified  afflidions ,  which  ufi^y  the  people 
of  God  meet  with  after  their  calling,  and  often  in  their  very 
Seed-time,  i  "thef,  i,6.  And  yon  bee  ante  followers  of  us  and 
of  the  Lord^  having  received  the  word  in  much  affli^ion.  But  if 
they  have  fair  weather  then,  to  be  fure  they  (hall  meet  with 
weather  hard  enough  afterwards,  Heb,  lo.  32.  But  call  to  re¬ 
membrance  the  former  days^  in  which  after  ye  were  illuminated^ 
ye  indureda  great  fight  of  affHHions* 

When  the  Seed  is  caft  into  the  earth  ,  it  muh  be  covered 
up  by  the  Harrow  i  the  ufe  whereof  in  Husbandry,  is  not 
not  only  to  lay  a  plain  floor  (as  they  fpeak)  but  to  open  and 
let  in  the  Corn  to  the  bofome  of  the  earth,  and  there  cover  it 
up  for  its  fecurity,  from  birds  that  would  devour  it.  Thus 
doth  the  mofl  wife  God  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  that  grace, 
which  he  had  hr  ft  deffeminated  in  the  hearts  of  his  people. 
He  is  as  well  the  finiftier  as  the  author  of  their  greae,  Heb,  12. 
2.  And  of  this  they  may  be  confident,  that  he  that  hath  be¬ 
gun  a  good  work  in  them,  will  perform  it  unto  the  day  of 
Chrift.  The  care  of  God  over  the  graces  of  his  people,  is 
like  the  covering  of  the  feed  for  fecurity. 

Seed-Corn  is  in  its  own  nature,  of  much  more  value  and 
worth  than  other  Corn  h  the  Husbandman  cafts  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  wheat.  So  are  the  feeds  of  grace  fown  in  the  renewed 
foul  y  for  it’s  called,  I'he  feed  of  God^  1  John  3.  p,  T'he  Di¬ 
vine  nature^  2  Pet.' I.  4.  One  dram  of  grace  is  far  beyound 
all  the  glory  of  this  world  >  it’s  more  precious  than  gold 
which  perifhes,  1  Fet,  "fhe  price  of  it  is  above  rubies  ^and 

all  that  thou  canft  defire  is  not  to  be  compared  with  />,Prov*  3. 15, 

There 
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There  is  a  great  deal  of  fpirit  and  vigour  in  a  little  Seed  , 
though  it  be  fmall  in  bulk,  yet  it  is  great  in  vertue  and  effica¬ 
cy.  Gracious  habits  are  alfo  vigorous  and  efficacious  things. 
Such  is  their  efficacy  that  they  overcome  the  world,  i 
>5.4.  U^hatfoever  is  horn  of  God^  overeometh  the  voorld.  They 
totally  alter  and  change  the  perfon  in  whom  they  are.  He  that 
perfecHted  us  in  idmes  paft^  notp  preacheth  the  Faith  which  ence 
he  deflroyed.  They  enable  the  foul  to  do  and  fuffer  great  things 

for  God,  Heh,  ii.  33>  34, 35*^ 

The  ftalk  and  ear  are  potentially  and  virtually  in  a  fmall 
grain  of  Corn.  So  are  all  the  fruits  of  obedience  which  be¬ 
lievers  afterwards  bring  forth  to  God,  vertually  contained  in 
thofe  habits  of  feeds  of  Grace.  ’Tis  Grange  to  con(ider,that 
from  a  muftard-leed  (  which  as  Chrift  faith  is  the  leaft  of  all 
feeds  )  fliouldgrow  fuch  great  branches,  that  the  birds  of  the 
Air  may  build  their  nefts  in  them.  Surely  the  heroical  and 
famous  z&s  and  atchievements  of  the  moft  renowned  believers 
fprang  from  fmall  beginnings  at  firft ,  to  that  eminency  and 
glory. 

The  fruitfulnefs  of  the  feed  depends  upon  the  Sun  and 
rain,  by  which  they  are  quickned,  as  is  opened  largely  in 
the  next  Chapter.  And  the  principles  of  grace  in  us  have  as 
neceflary  a  depend  a  nee  upon  the  affifting  and  exciting  grace 
without  us.  For  though  it  be  true,  they  are  immortal  feeds', 
yet  that  is  not  fo  much  from  their  own  ftrength ,  as  from  the 
promifes  made  to  them,  and  that  conftant  influx  from  » 
above,  by  which  they  are  revived  and  preferved  from  time 
to  time. 

The  feed  is  fruitful  in  fome  foils  more  than  in  others , 
profpers  much  better,  and  comes  fooner  to  maturity.  So  doth 
grace  thrive  better,  and  grow  fafter  in  fome  perfons  than  in 
others.  ICoHr  faith  grovoeth  exceedingly.,  2  Thef.  1.3.  IFhilfl 
the  things  that  are  in  others  are  ready  to  dye.,  Rev.  32.  Though 
no  mans  heart  be  naturally  a  kind  foyl  to  grace,  yetdoubt- 
lefs  grace  is  more  advantaged  in  fome  dlfpofitions  than  in  0- 
thers.  ' 

And  laftly,  their  agreement  as  Seed  appeals  in  this,  the 
Seed-corn  is  fcattered  into  all  parts  of  the  field  r  as  propor- 

L  tionably 
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tionably  and  equally  as  may  be.  *So  is  grace  diffus’d  into  all 
the  faculties,  judgnaent,  will,  and  all  the  affeditions  are  fowed 
with  thefe  new  principles ,  l!be  God  of  Feace  fandifie  you 
wholly^  I  T'htf  5.  23. 

And  thus  you  fee,  ^hy  principles  of  grace  are  called  Seed. 
Now  in  the  next  place,,^.(  which  is  the  fecond  thing  promifed 
and  mainly  defigned  in  this  Chapter)  to  (hew  you  the  choice- 
nefs  and  excellency  of  thefe  holy  principles  with  which  fan- 
dfified  fouls  are  embellifht  and  adorned,  and  to  convince  you 
that  true  grace  excels  all  other  principles  ,  by  which  other 
perfons  are  a6l:ed,  even  as  the  principal  wheat  doth  the  chaff 
and  refufe  ftuff.  I  (hall  here,  in ftitute  acorn parifqn  betwixt 
gr^e,  and  the  moft  fplendid  common  gifts  in  the  worlds  and 
its  tranfcendent  excellency  above  them  all  will  evidently  ap- 
'  pear  in  the  feven  following  particulars. 

The  moil:  excellent  common  gifts  come  out  of  the  com- 
I  mpn  treafury  of  Gods  bounty,  and  that  in  a  natural  way, 

I  tliey  are  bnt  the  impiovement  of  a  mans. natural  abilities  or 
■  (  as  one  calls  them  )  the  fparks  of  nature  blown  up  by  the 
Wind  of  a  more  benign  and  liberal  education  j  but  principles 
I  of  grace  are  of  a  divine  and  heaveply  original  and  extradfion 
not  educed  or  raifed  from  nature,  but  fupernaturally  infufed 
by  the  Spirit  from  on  high.  Job,  3.  <5.  Tto  jxbicb  is  born  of 
the  fle(h  is  flejhy  and  that  which  is  born  of  tht  fpirit  U  fpiriu 
Whenafoul  is  iandfified  by  them,  he  partak^ex  of  the  divine, 
nature^  2  Pet.  1.4.  vs  born  not  of  nor  of  bloody  nor  of  the. 
will  of  man^  hut  of  God^  Job,  1,13.  In  this  refpedf  they  differ- 
I  from  gifts,  as  the  heavenly  Mannah  which  was  rained  down 
from  heaven,  differs  &om  common  bread,  which  by  pains 
and  induflry  the  earth  produces  in  a  natural  way. 

•  The  beft  natural  gifts  afford  not  that  fweetncfs  and  folid 
comfort  to  the  (bul  that  grace  doth  j  they  are  but  a  dry  ftalk 
that  affords  no  meat  for  a  foul  to  feed  on.  A  man  may  have 
an  underftandingfpll  of  light,  and  an  heart  void  of  comfort 
at  the  fame  time  \  but  grace  is-  a  fountain  of  pureft  living 
dreams  of  peace  and  comfort,  i  Pet,  i .  8.  Believing  w^e  re- 
]oyce  Twith  joy  unfp.eak^able  and  full  of  glory.:  light  is  fown  for 
ibsrighteoifs^^  and  joy  for  the  upright  in  heart.  All  true  plea&res 
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and  delights  are  fetninally  in  grace,  ffal.  py.  n.  they  are 
fown  for  them  in  thefe  divine  and  heavenly  graces ,  which 
are  glory  in  the  bud. 

Gifts  adorn  the  perfon,  but  do  not  fecute  the  foul  from 
wrath.  A  man  may  be  admired  for  them  among  men)  and 
rejected  eternally  by  God.  Who  can  confiderately  read  that 
(ixth- Chapter  of  the  Hehrervs,  and  not  tremble  to  think  in 
what  a  forlorn  cafe  a  foul  may  be,  though  fet  off  and  accom- 
pliiht  with  the  rareft  endowments  of  this  kind,  Mai,  7.  22. 
We  read,  that  many  (hall  fay  to  Chrifl:  in  that  day,  Lor^, 
Lord^  have  we  not  p-ophejicd  in  thy  namt^  and  in  thy  name 
cafl  mt  Devilr^  &c,  and  yet  themfelves  at  laft  calVout  a?  a 
prey  to  Devils.  How  divinely  and  rhetorically  did  a  Balaam 
fpeak  and  prophefic,  Nnm.  23.  What  rare  and  excellent 
parts  had  the  Scribes  and  Fharifees  ?  who  upon  that  account 
were  frincipes  feculiy  the  Princes  of  the  World,  i  Cor, 
2.S.  What  profound  and  excellcntc parts  had  the  Heathen 
Sages  and  Thilofophers  ?  Thefe  things  are  fo  far  from  fecuring 
the  foul  againft  the  wrath  to  come,  that  they  often  expofe 
it  unto  wrath,  andareasoyl  to‘cncrcafe  the  eternal  burn¬ 
ings,  but  now  gracious  principles  are  the  tu  l^wivct 
as  the  Apoftle  calls  them,  Ueb,  6,  Things  that  accompany 
and  have  falvation  in  them.  Thefe  are  the  things  on  which 
the  promifes  of  falvation  run  j  and  thefe  treafures  are  ne¬ 
ver  found  but  in  eledt  veffels.  Glory  is  by  promife  affure'd 
and  made  over  to  him  that  poffeffes  them.  There  is  but  a 
little  point  of  time,  betwixt  him  and  the  glorified  fpirits  a- 
bove.  And  how  inconfiderable  a  matter  is  a  little  time,  which 
contrads  and  winds  up  apace  ?  For  now  U  our  falvation  near¬ 
er  than  when  we^  believed,  And  lienee  the  feripture  fpeaks  of 
them  as  already  feved,  Kom,-  8.24.  We  are  faved  by  hope 
becaufe  its  as  furc  as  if  we  were  in  heaven.  We  are  made  to 
fit  in  heavenly  places. 

Gifts  may  damnific  the  perfon  that  poffeffes  them  and  it 
may  be  better  in  refped  of  a  mans  own  condition  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  had  thtvsi*  Knowledge  (faith  the  Apoftle  )  Fuffeth  upy 
1  Cor,  8.1.  maketh  the  foul  proud  and  flatulent.  ’Tis  ^  bard 
thing  to  know  much, and  not  to  know  it  too  much.The  Saints 

L  2  know 
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knowledge  is  better  than  the  Scholars  for  he  hath  his  own 
heart  iniiead  of  a  Commentary  to  help  him.  Ariftotle  faid 
a  little  knowledge  about  heavenly  things,  though  conjectural 
is  better  than  much  of  earthly  things,  though  certain,  ihe 
,  world  by  wifdomknew  not  GoJ'ffaith  the  Apoiile,  i  Cor,  i,  21} 
(/.  e,)  their  learning  hanged  in  their  light ,  they  were  too 
wife  to  fubmit  to  the  iimplicity  of  the  Gofpel.  The  excel¬ 
lent  parts  of  the  old  Hereticks,  did  but  ferve  to  midwife  in¬ 
to  the  world  the  monhrous  birth  of  foul-damning  herefies. 
Cupit  abs  te  ornari  diabolus^  as  Auftin  faid  to  that  ingenious 
young  Scholar  j  the  devil  dcfires  to  be  adorned  by  thee. 
But  now  grace  in  it  felf  is  not  fubjedf  to  fuch  abufes,  it  can¬ 
not  be  the  proper  univocal  caufe  of  any  evil  effect: ;  It  canno't 
puff  up  the  heart,  but  always  humbles  it  >  nor  ferve  the  de¬ 
vils  deiigns,  but  ever  oppofes  them. 

Gifts  may  be  given  a  man  for  the  fake  of  others ,  and  not 
out  of  love  to  himfelf,  they  are  but  an  excellent  difh  of 
meat  which  a  man  fends  to  a  nurfe ,  not  for  her  fake  fo  much 
as  for  his  Child  that  fucks  her.  God  indeed  makes  ufe  of 
them  to  do  his  Children  good,  the  Church  is  benefitted  by 
them,  though  themfelves  are  but  like  Cooks,  they  prepare 
excellent.difhes  on  which  the, Saints  feed,  and  are  nourifhed, 
though  themfelves  tafte  them  not.  They  are  dona  miniflrantia- 
non  fanHificantiay  miniftring  but  not  fandifying  gifts,  pro¬ 
ceeding  not  from  the  good  will  of  God  to  him  that  hath 
them,  but  to  thofe  he  benefits  by  them.  And  oh,  what  a  fad 
confideration  will  this  be  one  day  to  fuch  a  perfon,  to  think, 
I  helped  fuch  a  foul  to  heaven,  while  I  my  felf  muft  lodge  ia 
hell?  . 

Sin  in  the  raign  and  power  of  it,  may  cohabit  with  the 
moft  excellent  natural  gifts  under  the  fame  roof,  I  mean  in 
the  fame  heart..  A  man  may  have  the  tongue  of  an  Angel , 
and  the  heart  of  a  Devil.  The  wifdom  of  the  FbHofopberr. 
({zitK  Ladantius)  non  excindit  vitia  fed  abfcondit ^did  not  root 
out,  but  hide  their  vices.  The  learned  Fbarijees  were  but 
painted  Sepulchres  >.  gifts  are  but  as  a  fair  glove  drawn  over 
^  a  foul  hand.  But  now  grace  is  incompatible  with  fin  in  do¬ 
minion,  it  purifies  the  heart,  Ads  15.^.  cleanfes  the  con- 

fcience 
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fcience,  Heh.  14.  Crucifies  the  alfedions  and  lufis  of  the 
fieih,  GaL  5*  24.  is  not  content  with  the  concealment,  but 
ruine  of  corruptions. 

Laftly,  Gifts  muft  leave  us  at  laft.  Whether  there  be 
ledge y  that  jh all  ceafe.,  AUfiejhisgrafsandthegbodlinejsofit 
as  the  floTver  of  the  grafs  \  the  grajs  vpitherSy  the  floiver  fadeth^ 
hut  the  word  of  the  Lord  ahideth  for  ever^  Ifa,  40.  8.  Many 

times  they  leave  a  man  before  death.  One  knock,  if  it  Hit 
right,  (  as  one  faith  )  may  make  a  wife  man  a  fool,  but  to  be 
furc,  they  all  leave  us  at  death.  Doth  not  his  excellency  which 
isinhim^  goaway?  4.  21.  ^yea^  then  all  natural  excellen¬ 
cy  departs.  Death  fttips  the  foul  of  all  thofe  fplendid  orna- 
mens,  then  the  rhetorical  tongue  is  ftruck  dumb ,  the  nim¬ 
ble’  wit  and  curious  fancy,  (hall  entertain  your  ears  with  no 
more  pleaiant  difeourfes.  Nunquam  jocos  dabis^  as  Adrian 
feid  to  his  departing  fouli  but  grace  afeends  with  the  foul 
into  eternity,  and  there  receives  its  perfeiftion  and  accom- 
pliihment.  Gifts  take  their  leave  of  the  foul,  as  Orfha  did  of 
Naomi but  grace  faith,  thcn  asR«t^,  where  thou  goeft  I 
will  go,  and  where  thou  lodgefl  1  will  lodge^  and  nothing  (hall 
feparate  thee  and  me.  Now  put  all  this  together  and  then  judge 
whether  the  Apofile  fpake  hyperbolyes,  when  he  faid.  Covet 
earnejily  the  b^  and  yet  I  Jhew  unta  you  a  more  excels 

lent  way^  i  Cor.  12.  And  thus  you  have  the  choicenefs 
of  thefe  principles  alfo.  ?  • 


REFLECT  10  N  S. 

i  '  \ 

The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  a  pleafant  place,  may  the  gra¬ 
cious  foul ,  fay.  How  defedive  foever  I  am  in  gifts  yet 
blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  fown  the  feeds  of  true 
in  my  heart.  What  though  lam  not  famed  and  honoured'a- 
mong  men  ,  let  itfuffice  me  that  I  am  precious  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord.  ‘  Though  he  hath  not  abounded  to  me  in  gifts  of 
nature,  blejfed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
who  hath  abounded  to  me  in  aU  f>iritual  hlejpngsjn  heavenly  pla^ 
cer,  in  Chrift  Jefus^  Eph.  1.3.  Is  not  a  true  jeweU  though 
fpurn’din  thedirt,  more  precious  thanafalfe  one,  though 

let 
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fet  in  gold  ?  why  art  thou  troubled,  O  my  fouJ,‘‘for  the  want  ‘ 
of  thele  things  which  reprobates  may  have  >  and  art  not  ra¬ 
ther  admiring  and  bleffing  God  for  thofe  things  which  none 
but  the  darlings  and  favourites  of  heaven  can  have  ?  is  not  an 
ounce  of  pure  gold  more  valuable  than  many  pounds  of  guil- 
dedbrafs?  What  though  the  dews  of  Helicon  defeend  not 
upon  my  if  in  the  mean  time  the  fweet  influences  of 

SioH  fall  upon  my  heart.?  Omy  God  !  how  much  foever 
others  are  elated  by  the  light  of  their  knowledge,  I  have  caufe 
with  humility  to  adore  thee  for  the  heavenly  heat  with  which 
thou  haft  warmed  my  aflre(5fions. 

Paufe  a  while  my  foul  upon  this  point.  With  vidiat  feed'is 
my  heart  fown,  or  of  what  kind  are  thofe  things  ivheran  I 
excell  others  ?  are  they  indeed  fpecial  feeds  of  grace ,  or 
common  gifts  and  natural  excellencies  ?  If  the  latter ,  little 
caufe  have  I  to  pride  my  felf  in  them,  were  they  ten  thou- 
fand  times  more  then  they  are.'  If  thefc  things  be  indeed 
the  things  that  accompany  falvation ,  the  feed  of  God  >  the 
true  and  real  work  of  grace,  Then  (i)  how  comes  it  to  pafs 
that  I  never  found  any  throws  or  travelling  pangs  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  them  ?  It’s  affirmed,  and  generally  acknowledged 
that  the  new  creature  is  never  brought  forth  without  fuch 
pains,  and  compunctions  of  heart,  Adf  2.  37,  I  have  in¬ 
deed  often  felt  an  aking  bead^  whilft  I  have  read  and  ftudied 
to  increafe  my  knowledge  *,  but  when  did  I  feel  an  aking 
I^art  for  fin  ?  Oh,  I  begin  to  fufpect  >  that  it  is  not  right. 
Yea,  (2)  and  myfufpicion  increafes  whiles  I  confider  that 
grace  is  of  an  humbling  nature,  l  Cor.  15.10.  Lord,  how 
have  I  been  elated  by  my  gifts  and  valued  my  felf  above 
what  was  meet  ?  O  how  have  I  delighted  in  the  noife  of  th^ 
Fh^^^fees  trumpet  !  Mat.  6.2.  No  mufick  fo  fweet  as  that, 
^y,  O  my  confcience,  have  I  not  delighted  more  in  the 
Theatre,  than  the  Clofet  ?  in  the  praife  of  men, than  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  God  ?  Oh,  how  many  evidcttecs  doft  thou  pro¬ 
duce  again  ft  me  ?  Indeed  thefe  are  fad  fymptoms  that  I  have 
inewed  thee,  but  there  is  yet  another  which  renders  thy  cafe 
more  fufpitious  yeu  yea,  that  which  thou  canft  make  no  ra¬ 
tional  defence  againft ,  even  the  ineffeftualncfs  of  all  thy 

- ^ -  _  _ gifts 
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gifts  and  knowledg  to  mortifie  any  one  of  all  thy  lulls.  It’s  be¬ 
yond  all  difpute,  that  gifts  may,  but  grace  cannot  coniill 
without  mortification  of  fin.  Gal.  5.  24,  Now 'what  lull 
hath  fallen  before thefe excellent  parts  of  mine?  Doth  not 
pride,  paflion,  covetoufnefs,  and  indeed  the  whole  body  of 
fin  live  and  thrive  in  me  as  much  as  ever  ?  Lord,  I  yield  the 

caufe,  lean  defend  it  no  longer  againftmyeonlcience,  which 

calls  and  condemns  me  by  full  proof,,  to  be  but  in  a  wretched 
curfed  lamentable  Hate,  notwithftanding  all  my  knowledg 
and  flourilhing  gifts.  O  ftiew  me  a  more  excellent  way 

Lord/  that  I  had  the  fincerity  of  the  pooreft  Saint  >  though 

I  (hould  lofe  the  applaufc  of  all  my  parts  :  with-thefe  I  fee  I 
may  go  to  hell,  but  without  feme  better  thing,  ■no  hope  of 
heaven.  '  i  * '  '  ’ 


The  Toem, 

GReat  difference  betwixt  that  feed  is  found, 

•With  which  you  fow  your  feveral  plots’of  around. 
Seed-wheat  doth  fo  far  excell  in  (i)  dignity, 

The  cheaper  Barley,  and  the  courfer  Rye. 

Though^4n  themfeives  fhef  good  and  wholfom  are  v 

Yet  thefe  with  choicefi:  wheat  may  not  compare,  _ 

Mens  hearts  like  fields  are  fowed  with  different  grain  > 

Some  bafer,  fome  mote  noble  ,  fome  again 
Excelling  (2)  both  the  former ;  more  than  wheat 
Ex«dl^  that  ^w;-yoiunfwii1he,  ^ 

For  pdneipJe&^bf ‘rteer morali^^^^  *  p  ^  v> 

LijfeeCmmmin;iBkr}ey^Firch.es,PeafeyOr  Ryej;  * 

In  tlmfdmefistheaics'are  often  to  be  found..  '  .  ’ 

Whom  yet  the  Scripture  callefh  (3 ;)  curfed  ground. 

And  nobler  principles  than  thofe  fometime 

Gal  d  .f4)  »cGmmbni grace,  and  ipiritual  giftsi which  fliine. 

Infome mens  heads^  whereiis  theit  hab,iutioii>  . 

Yet  they  are  ho' companions  6f  Salvation.  ; 

Thefe  purchafe  5^  honour  bdth  fr6rh  great  and  (hiall  ^ ' 
Butlmufi  tell  thee  that  if  this  be  all  >  Though 


(ij  Ka.28. 1$. 


C2^Prov.i3.2^, 


(3jMat.19.29* 
(4  j  Heb.  6.  9. 

(9)iCor.i.2^.. 


8o 

(6')  I  Cor.15.1 
('7}  Mat.  7.2i. 

s 

(83Ro^n.lo.io 

^9^  Gal.  6»  8* 

(1}  I  Cor.  Ii* 
*3* 


Upon  fpring- 
ing  weather 
after  feed  time 
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Though  like  an  (<5)  Angel  in  thefe  gifts  thou  fliine, 
Atnongft  blind  mortals,  for  a  little  time : 

The  day’s  at  hand,,  when  fuch  as  thou  muft  take 
Thy  lot  with  (7)  devils  in  th’infernal  lake* 

But  principles  of  fpecial  faving  grace, 
Whofefeatisinthe  (S)  heart,  not  head  or  face : 
Likefolid  wheat,  fown  in  a  fruitful  field 
Shall  fpring  and  flouriai,*and  at  laft  will  yield 
A  glorious  Cp)  harveft  of  eternal  reft, 

To  him  that  nouriOi’d  them  within  his  breaft. 

O  grace  !  How  orient  art  thou  /  how  divine  1 
W  hat  is  the  glory  of  all  ( i )  gftts  to  thine ! 
Difleminate  this  feed  within  my  heart, 

Ey  God  I  pray  thee,  though  thou  fhouldft  impart 
The  lefs  of  gifts  i  then  I  may  truly  fay, 

That  thou  haft  (hew’d  me  the  more  excellent  way. 


CHAP.  I  X. '  ‘ 

Bj/  heave  ft  s  irtfluence^  Corn  and  pldnfs  do 
Gods  JIjoTvers  of  grace  do  mah^  his  valleys  fng. 


OBSERVATION.- 

TH  E  earthafeer  that  it  is  plow’d  and  Cow’d, muft  be  wa¬ 
tered  and  warm’d  with  the  dews  «and  influences  of  hea¬ 
ven,  or  no  fruit  can  be  expelled.  If  God  db  not  open  to  you 
his  good  trearure,the  heavens  to  give  rairf  unto  the  Ea^  m 
its  feafon,  and  blefs  all  the  work  of  your  hands,  as  it  is,  Venu 
28.12.  The  earth  cannot  yield  her  increafe.  The  order  and 
dependance  of  natural  caufes  in  the  produ^ions  of  fjuit ,  is 
excellently  deferibed,  Hof  2.21,22.  i  I  will  hear  the  hea- 
vens,  and  they  (hall  hear  the  earth  \  and  the  earth  (hall  hear  i  e 
corn,  and  wine,  and  Oyl,  and  they  fhall  hear  Jezreel. 
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mu  ft  have  corn,  and  wine,  and  oyl,  or  they  cannot  live  ^  they 
cannot  have  it  unlefs  the  earth  bring  it  forth,  the  earth  can* 
not  bring  it  forth  without  the  heavens,  the  heavens  cannot 
yield  a  drop  unlefs  God  hear  them  i  that  is,  unlock'  and  o- 
peri  them.  ^  Nature  and  natural  caufes  are  nothing  elfe  but 
•the  order  in  which  God  works.  This  fome  Heathens  by  the 
.light  of  nature  acknowledged,  and  therefore  when  they  went 
to  plow  in  the  morning,  they  did  lay  one  hand  upon  the 
plow  .( to  fpeak  their  own  part  to  be  painfulnefs  )  and  hold 
up  the  other  hand  to  Ceres  the  God  of  the  Corn, to  fhew,  that 
their  expedfation  of  plenty  was  from  their  fuppofed  Deity. 
I  fear  many  ChrijUans  lay  both  hands  to  the  plow,  and  feldom 
lift  up  heart  or  hand  to  God,  when  about  that  work.  There 
was  an  Husbandman  (faith  Mr.  Smith)  that  alwayes  Tow¬ 
ed  good  feed,  but  never  had  good  corn  s  at  laft  a  neighbour 
came  to  him,  and  faid,  I  will  tell  you  what  probably  may  be 
the  caufe  of  it  ?  It^maybe  (faid  he)  you  d)  not  fteep  your 
Seed  >  no  truly  faid  the  other,  nor  never  did  I  hear  that  Seed 
muft  be  fteeped yesfurely,  faid  his  neighbour,  and  I  will 
tell  you  how,  it  muft  be  fteeped  in  prayer.  When  the  party 
heard  this,  he  thanked  him  for  his  counfel,  reformed  his  fault, 
and  had  as  good  Corn  as  any  man  whatfoever.  Surely  it  is 
not  the  Husbandmans,  but  Gods  fteps  that  drop  fatnefs. 
Alma  mater  terra.^  the  earth  indeed  is  a  fruitful  Mother,  but 
the  rain  whidi  fecundates  and  fertilizes  if,  hath  no  other  fa¬ 
ther  but  God,  Job  38.28. 


^  Natura  iiihiL 
aliud  eft  quam 
divinorutfi  ope- 
rnm  orde, 

Brentiuf. 

memt  Cerem. 
Law, 


Smiths  Ejfex 
Dove. 


APPLICATION. 


AS  impoflible  it  is  ( in  an  ordinary  way  )  for  fouls  to  be 
made  fruitful  in  grace  and  holinefs,  without  the  dews 
and  influences  of  Ordinances  and  the  blefling  of  God  upon 
them,  as  for  the  earth  to  yield  her  fruits  without  the  natural 
influences  of  heaven  ^  for  look,  what  dews,  (bowers,  and 
deer  (hinings  after  rain  are  to  the  Adds,  that  the  word  and 
Ordinances  of  God  are  to  the  fouls  of  men.  My  doVmne 
(hall  drop  as  the  rainymyfpeech  JhaUdijtill  as  the  derv^as  the  fmqll 
rain  upon  the  tender  herb ^  and  as  the  fljowers  upon  the  p^rafs  ^ 

M  Deut. 
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iDeUt.:32.2.  for  as  the  rain  and  fmvp  cometh  down  from  heaven 
and  watreth  the  earthy  and  mak^th  it  bring  forth  and  bud ,  fo 
ihaUnty  wordbe  that  goeth  forth  of  my  mouthy  Ifa.  55* 

And  as  the  Do^rine  of  the  Gofpel  is  rain,  fo  Gofpel  Mini- 
fters  are  the  Clouds  in  which  thofe  heavenly  vapours  are 
bound  up,  ‘The  refemblance  lies  in  the  following  particu- 

1 3  rs  •  j  i  * 

The  rain  cotnesfrom  heaven,  A^ts  14. 17.  He  gave  us 
rain  from  heaven  and  fruitful  feafonSy  &:c»  TheDoCTrineor 
the  Gofpel  is  alfo  of  an  heavenly  extradion  and  defcent , 
they  are  heavenly  truths  which  are  brought  to  you  in  earthen 
■  veflels,  things  that  were  hid  in  God?  and  come  from  his  bo- 
ifom,  Epy.  3.p.  W/hzt  lS!hodemusf3LidoiChrift,  is  in  a  pro¬ 
portion  true  of  every  faithful-  difpenfer  of  the  Gofpel,  shou 

art  afeacher  come  from  God  ^  ]ohn  3*2»  You  are  not  to  lo^ 
upon  the  truths  which  Minifters  deliver,  as  the  meerefteCTS 
and  fruits  of  their  inventions  and  parts,  they  are  but  the 
Conduits  through  which  thofe  coeleftial  wafers  are  conveye 
to  you.  ’Tis  all  heavenly,  the  Officers  from  heaven,  Epb.  4.12. 

'  Their  Vodrine  from  heaveh?  ffh.  3 .  8,  p*  The 
fuccefs  of  it  from  heaven,  i  Cor.  3.3.  W'hat  I  receive  oft  e 
Lord  (  faith  that  have  1  delivered  unto  you,  l  Cor.  lU 

23.  The  fame  may  every  Gofpel  Minifter  fay  too.  Thats 

'*lAnd’then  (aiy)  The' rain  falls  by  divine  diredion  and 
appointment  i  He  caufes  it  to  rain  upn  ofte  City, and,  mf upon 
another,  Amos  4.7.  You  Ihall  often  fee  a  Cloud  diflblve  and 
fpend  it  felf  upon  one  place,  when  there  is  not  a  drop  within 
a  few  miles  of  it.  Thus  is  the  Gofpel  fent  to  (bed  its  rich  in¬ 
fluences  upon' one  placf,  and  hot  upon 

down  ihowers  of  blefflngs  upon  one 'Town  or  Parifliy  vwihft 

i'  otherS'are  dry  like  thb  ground  whteh  lay  ntar  laCit^ous  vvet 
fleece,'  fo  youli  theri^ordbf  this  falvationfimi  Act  1^,26* 
Sent^  it  comes  not  hy chance'^  but  by  Commiffion  and  appoint- 
rhenf,  and  its  lent  to  you  by  fpecialdiretS^ion.  Minillerscan 
no  more  go  whither  th^  plcafc^  that>the  failing  Clouds  can 
move  againft  the  wind.  Faul  and  fimothy.iy^o  fruitful  Clouds 

c(  that  fent  down  'mlny  fweet  refreihing  (howers  upon-every 
\  '  •  place 
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place  whither  they  came)  the  Lord  fent  them  through  P^ry- 
and  Galatia  but  forbad  them  to  preach  the  word  in  Afia^ 

I  Ads  1 5,  6,  And  jvhen  they  ajjayed  to  go  into  Bithynia>  tf^e  fpi^ 
fnjfered  them  not v,  7.  a  man  of  Macedonia  appears 
I  to  P aul  in  a  vifion^  and  prayed  him^  <^ome  aver  to  Ma* 

yedonia  and  help  US-)  vp. .  Thus  you  fee,  how  the  myflica/yj 
I  as  well  as  the  natural  Clouds,  are  moved  according  to  divinei 
I  counfel  i  and-though  Minilkrs  are  not  now  difpofed  to  their 
I  refpe(flive  places,  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  way,  yet  there 
I  is  hill  a  fpecial  hand  of  the  fpirit  guiding  their  motions , 

I  which  is  feen  partly  in  qualifying  them  or  fuch  a  people,  and 
I  partly  in  drawing  out  their  hearts  to  eledl:  and  call  them,  and 
I  inclining  their  hearts  to  accept  the  call. 

I  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  (bowers  of  rain 
I  that  fall  upon  the  earth.  Sometimes  you  have  an  hafly  fhow- 
I  er,  which  makes  the  ways  fleet,  and  the  ftreets  run,  but 
jit’s  gone  prefently,  the  earth  hath  but  little  benefit  by  it  *,  ; 

I  and  fometimes  you  have  a  fwcet,  gentle,  foaking  rain,  that 
I  moderately  foaks  to  the  root  and  refrelhes  the  earth  abun- 
1  dantly.  This  is  called  the  Jmall  rain^  and  the  former,  the  great 
Irainofhis  jirengtb^  Job  37.6.  §0  it  is  in  thefe  fpiritual  (how- 
I  ers>  the  effects  of  fome  fermons,  C  a  fudden  fpout  of  rain  ) 

I  are  very  tranlient  *,  that  touch  the  heart  a  little  for  theprefent 
I  by  way  of  convi(^ion  or  comfort,  ^but  it  fleets  away  immedi- 
jately,  Jam.  1.23.  At  other  times  the  Gofpel  like  a  fetled 
r  moderate  rain,  foaks  to  the  root,  to  the  very  heart.  So  did 
that Tweet  (bower  which  fell,  Ads  2.37.  It  fearcheth  the 
I  root,  it  went  to  the  heart  j  the  influences  of  it  are  fome¬ 
times  abiding ,  and  do  much  longer  remain  in,  and  refrefh 
the  heart,  than  the  rain  doth  the  earth.  There  be  effects  left 
in  fome  hearts,  by  fome  Sermons  and  duties,  that  will  ne¬ 
ver  out  of  It  fo  long  as  they  live.  I  rriU  never  forget  thy  precept  s^ 
for  hy  them  thou  haji  quichfied  we,  Pj'aL  up.  p2.  .  : 

The  rainjs  moiVbeneflcial  to  the  earth,  when  there  come  j 
fweet,  warm  Sun-blafts  with  it,  or  after  it.  This  the  Scripture  j 
Q^Ws^a  clear  fhining  after  rain^  2  23.4.  by  which  the  j 

femtnal  vertue  of  the  earth  is  drawn  forth,  and  then  the  herbs  | 
and  flowers,  and  Corn  fprout  abundantly.  -So  it  is  with 

M  2  Gofpel-  I 
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!  Gofpel  {howers,  vvhen  the  Sun  of  Kightoufners  opens  upon 
^  poor  fouls  under  the  word,  darting  down  the  bcarns  of  grace 
and  love  upon  them,  whilft  they  are  attending og  it,  (  judas 
you  foretimes  fee  a  fweet  (Iwver  fall  while  (he  Sun  (bines 
loutj  O  how  comfortable  is  this!  and  effeduai  to  melt  the 
heart  /  and  as  the  warm  rain  is  moll  rcfrelhing,  fo  when  the 
word  comes  warmly  from  the  melting  affedions  of  the 
Preacher,  who  imparts  not  only  the  Gofpel,  but  his  own 
foul  with  it,  I  ^dhef  2,8.  This  doth  abundantly  more  good 
than  that  which  drops  coldly  from  the  lips  of  the  unaffeded 
fpeaker. 

Showers  of  rain  do  exceedingly  refrelh  the  earth,  as  a  man 
isrcfrelhed  by  a  draught  of  water,  when  hisfpirits  are  even 
fpent.  O  how  welcome  is  afhowertoa  thirlly  ground  /  ' 
Hence  the  little  hills  are  faid  to  rejoyce  on  every  hde ,  yea  to 
(hout  for  joy,  and  fingwhen  a  fliower  comeS)  PfaL  65. 12, 13. 
but  never  was  fhower  of  rain  fo  fw^eetly  refrediing  fo  the  , 
thirdy  earth,  as  Gofpel-fhovvers  are  to  gracious  hearts,  CoL 
4.  8,  It  it  comforts  their  very  hearts.  What  joy  was  there 
in  Samarid^  when  the  Gofpel  came  to  that  place  ?  Jds  8. 8. 

It  revives  the  foul,  its  mel  in  ore^  melos  in  aure^  jnhiUum  in 
corde^  honey  in  the  mouth ,  melody  in  the  ear,  and  a  very 
Jubilee  in  the  heart. 

Rain  is  necedary  at  Seed-timej  to  make  ready  the  earth  , 
to  receive  the  Seed,  PfaL  13.  vifjtefi  the  earth  , 

and  ivaterefi  it  h  thou  greatly  inrichefi  it  xvith  the  river  of  God^ 
which  is  full  of  water  \  thou  preparefi  them  corn^when  thou  hall 
foprovidedfor  itsthou  waterefi  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly  ^thote^ 
fetteli  the  furrows  thereof  thou  makeji  it  foft  withjhowers^  thou 
blejfefi  the  fringing  thereof  And  this  the  Scripture  calls  the 
former  rain.  ’  And  as  this  is  necedary  about  Seed  time,  fo  the 
latter  rain  is  as  needful  about  earing  time,  to  difclofe  the 
ear,  and  to  bring  it  to  perfedioni  both,  thefe  are  great 
'ibledings  to  the  earth,  and  conduce  to  a  pkntifuUharved*  Joel 
'2.23,24.  Be  glad  then  ye  children  of  Sion^  and  rejoyce  in  the- 
Lord  yourGod^  fox  he  hath  given  you  the  former  rain  moderately^ 
and  he  will  caufe  to  come  down  for  you  the  rain^  the  former  and' 
the  latter  rain  in  thefrf  month ^  and  the  floors  JhalLbe  full  of 
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tvheat^and  the  facer  fijall  overflotv  tvith  vrine.amd  Oyl,  Thus  the. 
Gofpelhatli  a  double  ufe  and  bencht  alfo.  It’s  necefiary  as 
the  former  rain  at  Seed  time,  it  caufes  the  hrft  fpring  of 
grace  in  the heart>  P/i/.  And  there  could  be,  (in an 

ordinary  way)  no  fpring  of  grace  without  it,  Prov'.  2p  i8. 
And  as  this  former  rain  is  neeefTary  to  caufe  the  firfr  fpring  of 
grace?  foalfo  it  hath  the  ufe  of  the  latter  rain  to  ripen  thofe 
precious  fruits  of  the  fpirit  in  the  fouls  of  Believers,  Epb, 

4.  IT,  12,  13.  He  gave  fame  a4po(lUr^  and  fome  Prophets  ^ 
and  fame  Evangeliftsi  and  fome  Paflors  and  teachers’,  for  the 
perfedingof  the  Saints.^  for  the  tv  or  of  the  Mtnijhy  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift.^  till  rre  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith^  andthe  hnonledge  of  the  Sen  of  God.^  to  a  perfect  man 
unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftatureof  thefulnefs  of  Chrift.  Were  all 
the  ele&  converted  unto  God,,  and  hill  there  would  be  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  Gofpel  Miniftry. 

After  a  great  glut  of  rain?  ufdally  there  comes  a  drought ; 
’tis  a  common  Countrey  Proverb  Jfet  and  dry  pay  one  another. 
And  truly  when  a  people  are  glutted  with  a  fulnefs  of  Gof- 
pel  mercies?  it’s  ufual  with  God  to  (hut  up  and  reftrain 
the  Gofpel  clouds,  that  for  a  time  (  at  lead  )  there  be  no 
dews  upon  them,  and  therefore  teach  them  to  prize  their  de- 
fpifed  (becaufe  common )  mercies  at  an  higher  rate^  For  as 
a  good  man  once  faid,  mercies  are  beft  known  by  the  back , 
and  moft  prized  when  moh  wanted.  In  thofe  dvys  the  rpord  of 
the  Lordvieas precious ^  there  was  no  open  vifion^  1  Sam,  3.  i.  It 
is  with  fpiritual  as  with  temporal  food,  flighted  when  plen¬ 
teous,  but  if  a  famine  once  come,  then  every  bit  of  bread  1 
is  precious.  Jerufaiem  remembred  in  the  days  of  her  afBi-  I 
dfion,  and  of  her  mifery,  all  her  pleafant  things  that  (he  had 
in  the  days  of  old,  Lam,  1.7.  ’Tis  both  a  finful  and  dan¬ 
gerous  thing  to  wantonize  with  Gofpel  Mercies,  ^nddefpife 
the  plaineft  (  if  faithful  )  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel.  The: 
time  may  come  when  you  may  be  glad  of  the  plaineft  Ser¬ 
mon  ,  from  the  mouth  of  the  meaneft  Embaifador  of 
Chrift.  f‘ 

To  conclude,  the  prayers  of  Saints  are  the  keys  that  open 
and  (hut  the  natural  clouds,,  and  caufe  them  either  to  give 
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out,  or  with- hold  their  influences,  Jam,  5. 18.  Elias  was  a 
man  fubjeBtohk^pajJionsaswe  are^  and  he  prayed  earneftly 
thatjt  might  not  rain,  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the 
jpace  of  three  years  and  fix  moneths  >  and  he  prayed  again  and 
the  heavens  gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought  forth  fruit,  ^God 
hath  fubjeded  the  works  of  his  hands,  to  the  prayers  of  his 
Saints,  Ifa,  45.  ii. 

Prayer  is  alfo  rhe'golden  key  which  opens  thefe  myftical 
Gofpel-Clouds,  and  dilTolves  them  into  fweet  gracious  (bow¬ 
ers.  God  will  have  the  whole  work  of  the  Miniftry  carried 
on  by  the  prayers  of  his  people,  they  firft  obtain  their  Mini- 
fters  by  prayer,  Luke  io.  2.  Fray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  Harvefi 
to  fend  forth  labourers  into  the  vineyard.  It  is  by  the  help  of 
prayer,  that  they  are  carried  on,  and  enabled  to  exercife  their 
Miniflry.  They  may  tell  their  people  as  a  great  General 
once  told  his  Souldiers.  fhat  he  flew  upon  their  wings.  Fray 
for  me  flaith  the  great  Apoftle^  that  utterance  may  be  given  me, 
that  Imay  open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  makp  k^nown  the  Myjieries  of 
the  GoJpely  Eph,  6.ip,  Yea,  by  the  Saints  prayers  it  is,  that 
Miniliers  obtain  the  fuccefs  and  fruits  of  their  labours,  I’hef. 
3.1.  F inally  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord 
may  have  free  courfe,  and  be  glorified,  even  as  it  is  with  you. 
And  thus  you  have  the  Metaphor  opened.  Now,  Oh  !  that 
thefe  truths  might  come  down  in  (weet  (bowers  upon  the 
hearts  both  of  MiniXers  and  people,  in  the  following  Refle¬ 
xions* 

•  ■  j  - 

<• 

REFLECTION  S.  -  * 

r  •  ^  •  *  ♦ 

>  r  '  •  ' 

Am  I  then  a  cloud  ?  and  is  my  doXrine  as  rain  to  water  the 
Lord  inheritance  ?  andjet  do  I  think  k  much  to  be  toffed 
up  and  down  by  the  furious  winds  and  (forms  of  perfecution  ? 
do  I  not  fee  the  clouds  above  me  in  continual  motions  and 
agitations  ?  and  (hall  I  dream  of  a  fixed  fetled  State  ?  No 
f^lfe  ^Teachers,  who  are  clouds  without  rain  ,  are  more 
likely  to  enjoy  that,  than  I.  Which  of  all  the  Prophets  have 
not  been’toffed  arid  hurried  worfe  than  I  ?  ^&s  7.  52,  He 
that  will  not  let  men  alone  to  be  quiet  in  their  LuflSj  mu(f 

ex- 
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expe<a  but  little  iqgiet  f*totn  men  iu  this  life.  But  it  is  e- 
nough  Lord  that  a  reft  remaineth  for  thy  fervant,  let  me  be 
fo  wife  as  to  fecure  a  reft  to  come,  and  not  fo  vain  to  exped  it 
on  earth. 

And,  O  that  I  might  ftudy  thofe  inftruaing  cloads,  from 
which,  as  from  the  bottles  of  heaven,  God  pours  down  re- 
freOiing  (bowers  to  quench  and  fatisiie  the  thirAy  earth!  in 
this  may  I  refembk  them,  and  come  among  the  people  of 
the  Lord  ,  inthe  f nine fs  of  the  bleJftagofthe  Gofpel  of  Chrift 
Kom,  1 5*  2p.  0  let  not  thofe  thirdy  fouls  that  wait  for  me 
as  for  the  rain,  fob  2p,  2^.  h^etumlik^  the'JroopsoflTQrnZj 
ajhamed  with  their  heads  covered.  Job.  6.  ip.  Q  that  my  lips 
imight  refrefh  many!  let  me  never  be  like  thofe  empty 
•clouds,  which  deceive  the  hopes  of  thirfiy  fouls  j  but  let  my 
Do(ffrine  delcend  as  the  rain  and  diffil  as  the  dewj  and  let 
that  plot  of  chine  inheritance  which  thou  haft  aftigned  Co  me, 
be  as  the  field  which  the  Lord  hath  blelTed. 

Once  more,  lift  up  thine  eyes  to  the  Clouds,  and  behold , 
to  how  great  an  bight  the  Sun  hath  mounted  them  ,  for  by 
reafon  of  their  fublimity  it  Is  that  they  are\alled  the  Glouds 
of  Heaven,  Mat.2^,^c,  Lord,  let  me  be  a  Cloud  of  Heaven 
,.too!  Let  my  heart  and  conversation  be  ,both>  there !  whods 
i  more advantaged  for  an  heavenly  life  than  1?  heavenly  truths 
are  the  fubje^ts  of,  my  daily  ftudy,  and.fhall  earthly  things  be 
the  objeds  of  my  daily  delights  and  loves  ?  God  forbid,  that 
.  ever  my  earthly  converfation  (hould  contradid:  and  (hame 
my  heavenly^calling  and  profeffion.  Shine  forth  thou  glorious 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  and  my  heart  (ball  quickly  be  attracted 
and  mounted  above  there  vHlfele  Cfoads,  yea,  and  above  the 
afpedable  heavens.. 

Is  the  Gofpel  rain ,  and  its  Minifters  Clouds  Wo  is  me 
then;  that  my  habitation's  upon  the  Mountains  of  Gilboa^ 
where  there  are  no  dews !  Ah  fad  lot,  that  I  (hould  be  like 
Gideons  dry  fleece,  whilft  the  ground  jround  about  me  is  wet 
with  the  dew  of  heaven  iQthgu  that  com mandell  the  Glouds, 

1  above,  and  opend.t the.  windows  'of ♦Heaven i  .remember  ,! 

; and  refrcfii  tnis  parched  wildernefs,  wherein  I  live,  with- 
(bowers  of  grace,  that  we  may  not  be  as  the  heath  in  the 
^  '  defart  y 

2. 

* 

i 

.  f 

-  1 

*  4  f  ^  -  . 

3. 

N 

> 

5.  RefleftiooS 
for  private 
Chnftians... 

I. 

For  thofe  that 
want  a  Gofpel! 
Miniflry. 

;  ^ 

88 


Husbandry  ffirituali^d ;  Or, 


defart,  which  feeth  not  when ’'  good  cometh,  nor  inhabit  the 
parched  places  of  the  wildernefs. 

2  O  Lord,  thou  haft  caufed  the  heavens  above  me  to  be  black 

or  th^fe  that '  with  cloudsj  thou  openeft  the  coeleftial  cafernents  froma- 
cnjoy  ?Gofpel  |  hove,  and  daily  fendeft  down  (hbwers  of  Gofpel-bleffings  *, 
O  that  I  might  be  as  the  parched  earth  under  them!  not  for 
barrennefe,  but  for  thirftinefs.  Let  me  fay,  My  foul  longeth^ 
yea^  even  famteth  for  the  Court f  of  the  Lord :  that  I  might  there 
fee  the  beauty  of  the  Lord.  Doth  the  fpungy  earth  fo  gree¬ 
dily  fuck  up  the  (howers,  and  open  as  many  mouths  as  there 
’  are  clefts  in  it,  to  receive  what  the  clouds  difpenfe  ?  and 
(hall  thofe  precious  fouLinriching  thowers  fleet  away  unpro- 
ficably  for  me  ?  if  fo,  then, 

What  an  account  have  1  to  make  for  all  thofe  Gofpel- 
bleflings  that  I  have  enjoyed  ?  For  all  thofe  Gofpel-dews  and 
(howers  wherewith  I  have  been  watred  /  Should  I  be  found 
fruitlefs  at  laft,  it  will  fare  better  with  the  barren  and  un¬ 
cultivated  wildernefs,  than  with  me,  more  tolerable  for 
Indians  and  Barbarians^  that  ner  heard  the  Gofpel,  than  for 
me  that  have  been  fo  afliduoufly  and  plentifully  watred  by  it. 
Lord,  what  a  difference  wilt  thou  put  in  the  great  day,  be¬ 
twixt  Ample  and  pertinacious  barrennefs  !  Surely,  if  my 
root  be  not  rottennefs,  fuch  heavenly  watrings  and  influen¬ 
ces  as  thefe,  will  make  it  fprout  forth  into  fruits  of  Obedi¬ 
ence. 


^  3* 

For  unprofita¬ 
ble  hearers. 


5 


ij  Ifa.  ^4. 14. 
2)  Deut.  z8. 
12. 


The  Pom. 

•  ** 

THe  (i)  vegetables  here  below  depend. 

Upon  thofe  (2)  treafures  which  the  heavens  do  fpend 
Moft  bounteofiy  upon  them :  to  preferve 
Their  being,  and  their  beauty.  This  may  ferve 
To  (hadow  forth  a  heavenly  Myflery, 

W hich  thus  prefents  it  felf  before  your  eye. 
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As  when  the  Sun  draws  near  us  in  the  fpring, 

All  creatures  do  (3)  rejoyce,  birds  chirp  and  fing. 

The  face  of  nature  finiles,  the  fields  (4)  adorn 
Themfelves,  with  rich  embroideries.  The  corn 
Revives>  and  (hooteth  up,  the  warm fweet  rain 
Makes  trees,  and  herbs  (5)  fprout  forth  and  fpring  amain. 
Walk  but  the  fields  in  fuch  a  fragrant  morn, 

How  do  the  (d)  birds  your  ears  with  mutick  charm  ? 

The  C7)  flowers,  their  flaming  beauty’s  do  prefent 
Unto  your  captiv’d  eyes :  and  for  their  (cent. 

The  fweet  Arabian  Gums  cannot  compare  > 

Which  thus  perfume  the  circumambient  air. 

So,  when  the  Gofpel  (beds  its  cheering  beams. 

On  gracious  fouls  5  like  thofe  fweet  warming  gleams. 

Which  God  ordains  in  nature  i  to  draw  forth 
The  vertue/cminal  that’s  in  the  earth : 

It  warms  their  (8)  hearts,  their  languid  fpirits  cheers  > 

And  on  fuch  fouls,  ai  (p)  fpring-like  face  appears. 

The  gracious  (bowers  thefe  fpiritual  clouds  do  yield, 

Inriches  them  with  (0  fweetnefs  >  like  a  field 
Which  God  hath  blefl.  Oh  !  ’tis  exceeding  fweet, 

When  gracious  hearts,  and  (2)  heavenly  truths  do  meet. 
How  (hould  the  hearts  of  Saints  within  them  fpring, 

When  they  behold  C3  )  the  melTengers  that  bring 
Thefe  gladfom  ty dings  ?  yea*,  their  very  feet 
Are  beautiful  i  becaufe  their  meflage  fweet. 

O  what  a  mercy  do  thofe  (4)  Souls  enjoy 
On  whom  fuch  Gofpel  dews  fall  day  by  day  ! 

Thrice  happy  Land  which  in  thispleafant  fpring, 

Can  hear  thefe  Turtles,  in  her  hedges  fing. 

O  prize  fuch  mercies,  if  you  ask  me  why  ? 

Read  on,  you’l  fee,  there’s  reafon  by  and  by. 
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CHAP.  X. 


If  God  refir ain  the  JJjomrs^  you  howl  and  cry  5 
Shall  Saints  7i9t  mourn yvhen  fiiritual  clouds  are  dry^ 


OBSERVATION. 

’  *"^Is  defervedly  accounted  a  fad  Judgment,  when  God 
i  *  fhuts  up  the  heavens  over  our  heads ,  and  makes  the 
earth  as  brals  under  our  feet.  Dent,  28.23,  Then  the  Hus¬ 
bandmen  are  called  to  mourning,  Joel  i .  1 1 .  All  the  fields 
do  languilh,  and  the  bellowing  cattle  are  pined  with  thirft. 
Such  a  fad  ftate  the  Prophet  rhetorically  defcribes,  Jer,  14. 

3, 4,  5,  d.  ’Ihe  Nobles  have  fent  their  little  ones  to  the  waters ^ 
they  came  to  the  pits  and  found  no  water  \  they  returned  with 
their  veffels  empty^  they  were  ajhamed^  and  confounded^  and  co^^ 
vered  their  headh  hecaufe  the  ground  is  chapty  for  there  is  no 
rain  in  the  earth,  the  Flowmen  were  ajhamed,  they  covered  their 
heads  ;  y  ea^  the  Hind  alfo  calved  in  the  field  and  forfooh^  it , 
hecaufe  there  was  no  grafs :  and  the  wild  ajfes  did  ftand  in  the 
high  places^  they  fluffed  up  the  wind  Uks  dragons^  their  eyes 
failed  hecaufe  there  was  no  grafs. 

And  that  wich  makes  the  want  of  rain  fb  terrible  a  Judge¬ 
ment,  is  the  famine  of  bread,  which  neceflarily  follows  thefe 
extraordinary  droughts  and  is  one -of  the  foreft  temporal 
judgements  which  God  inflicSls  upon  the  world, 

APPLICATION. 

I 

An  D  truly,  as  much  caufe  have  they  to  weep  and  trem¬ 
ble,  over  whofe  fouls  God  (huts  up  the  fpiritual  clouds 
oftheGofpel,  and  thereby  fending  a  fpiritual  famine  upoa 
their  fouls.  Such  a  judgment  the  Lord  threatens  in  Amos 
•8.  1 1 .  Behold  the  days  c-ome^  faith  the  Lordy  that  I  will  fend  a 
famine  in  the  Land,  not  a  famine  of  hreadyUor  a  thirji  for  water ^ 
^  hut 
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hut  of  hearing  the  rpordof  the  Lord,  The  meaning  is,  I  will 
fend  a  more  fearful  judgment,  than  that  of  the  famine  of 
bread  i  for  this  particle  [  not  ]  is  not  exclufivey  but  exceffive  *, 
implying,  that  a  famine  of  bread  is  nothing,  or  but  a  light 
judgment,  compared  with  the  famine  of  the  word.  Paral¬ 
lel  to  which  is  that  Text,  Ifa,  ^,6,  1  will  lay  it  C  faith 
God  of  the  fruitlefs  Church  )  h  JhaJ!  not  he  pruned  nor  digged^ 
hut  there  (hall  come  up  hryars  and  thorns  I  will  alfo  command' 
the  clouds^  that  they  rain  not  upon  it.  And  we  find  both  in  hu¬ 
mane  and  fpiricual  Hiftories,  that  when  God  hath  ihut  up  the 
fpiritual  clouds,  removing  or  filencing  his  minifters  >  fenfible 
Chriftians  have  ever  been  deeply  affeded  w^ith  it  and  reck¬ 
oned  it  a  mofl:  tremendous  judgment.  Thus  the  Chrifti¬ 
ans  of  Antioch^  when  Chryfo{iom  their  Minifter  was  baniihed 
^  They  judged  it  better  to  lofe  the  Sun  out  of  the  firmament 
than  lofe  that,  their  Minifter.  And  when  Nazianzen  was 
taking  his  leave  of  Conftantinople^  as  he  was  preaching  his 
farewell-Sermon,  the  people  were  exceedingly  afF^ed  with 
his  lofs )  and  among  the  reft,  an  old  man  in  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  fell  into  a  bitter  pallion,  and  cryed  out,  Aude  pater^  &, 
tecum  trinitatem  ipfam  eftce,  ( /.  e. )  Go  farther?  ifyou  dare, 
and  takeaway  the  whole  Trinity  with  you,  meaning,  that 
God  would  not  ftay  when  he  was  gone. ,  How  did  the  Chri¬ 
ftians  of  alfo  weep  and  lament,  when  Faul  ta¬ 

king  his  farewell  of  them?  Ads  20.37,38.  He  had  been 
a  cloud  of  bleifings  to  that  place,  but  now  they  muft  exped 
no  more  fhowers  from  him.  O,  they  knew  not  how  to  give 
up  fuch  a  Minifter  !  when  the  Ark  of  God  (  which  was  the 
Symbole  of  the  divine  prefence  among  the  Jews )  was  taken, 
all  the  City  cryed  outy  i  Sam,  4*  13*  ^  Gofpel 

Miniftry' is  an  ineftimable  lofs !  not  to  be  repaired  but  by  its 
own  return,  or  by  heaven.  Mr.  Greenham  tells  us,  that  in 
the  times  of  Popifti  perfecution,  when  godly  Minifters  were 
haled  away  from  their  flocks  to  Martyrdom ,  thip  poor 
Chriftians  would  meet  them  in  the  way  to  the  Prifons  or 
frake  ?  with  their  little  ones  in  their  arms,  and  throwing 
themfelves  at  thdir  feet,  would  thus  befpeak  them :  W  hat 
ihall  be  Our  eftate,  now  you  are  gone  to  Martyrdom  ?  who 

N  2  (hall 


1 
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^  Satius  e(l  ut 
fol  non  luceaty 
(ju^m  ut  non 
doceat  Cliryfo- 
ftotnus.' 
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(ball  inftru^  thefe  poor  Babes  ?  who  (hall  eafe  our  affli- 
''  d:ed  confciences?  Who  (hall  lead  us  in  the  way  of  life  ? 
recompence  unto  them,  O  Lord  !  as  they  have  deferved, 
who  are  the  caufes  of  this,  Lord  give  them  fad  hearts, 
taliafandoi  temferet  alachrymU  ^  And  to  let  you  fee,  there  is 
Ifufficient  ground  for  this.forrow,  when  God  reflrains  the 
influences  of  the  Gofpel ,  fokmnly  confider  the  following 
particulars.  . 

That  it  is  a  dreadful  token  of  God’s  great  anger  againd 
that  people  from  whom  he  removes  the  Gofpel.  The  anger 
of  God  was  fearfully  encreafed  againft  the  Church  o^Ephe/uf^ 
when  he  did  but  threaten  to  come  againft  her  and  remove 
the  Gandleftick  out  of  its  place?  Kev,  2.5.  ’Tis  a  ftroke  at 
the  foul ,  a  blow  at  the  root  s  ufually  the  lad,  and  therefore 
the  worft  of  judgments*  There  is  a  pedigree  of  judgments, 
hrft  Corner  bears  Jezreel^  next  Loruhamah^  and  at  lah  brings 
forth  Loammiy  Hof,  i.  4,  d,  8,^. 

There  is  caufe  of  mourning,  if  you  confider  the  deplora¬ 
ble  efiatein  which  all  the  unregenerate  fouls  are  left,  after 
the  Gofpel  is  removed  from  them.  What  will  become  of 
thefe  ^  or  by  whom  (hall  they  be  gathered  ?  It  made  the 
bowels  ofChrift  yearn  within  him,when  he  looked  upon  the 
fcattered  multitude  that  had  no  Shepherd,  Mat,  p.  36.  What 
an  eafie  conquett  doth  the  devil  now  make  of  them  ?  how  fall 
doth  hell  fill  in  fuch  times  ?  poor  fouls,  being  driven  thither 
in  droves,  and  none  to  refcue  them !  Matthew  Paris  tells  us^ 
that  in  the  year  1072, when  preaching  was  fupprelTed  at  Kome^ 
letters  were  then  framed  as  coming  from  hell  •,  wherein  the 
devil  gave  them  thanks  for  the  multitude  of  fouls  they  had 
fent  to  him  that  year.  But  truly  we  need  not  talk  of  letters 
from  hell,  we  are  told  from  heaven,  howdeplorablethecon- 
dition  of  fuch  poor  fouls  is.  See  Prov,  28.  ip.  Hof  y,6. 
Or, 

The  judgment  will  yet  appear  very  heavy,  if  you  confider 
thelofs  which  God’s  own  people  fuftain  by  the  removal  of 
the  Gofpel?  for  therein  they.lofe  (i)  their  chief  glory? 
Rom,  3.  2  .,  the  principal  thing  in  which  the  peculiar  glory  of 
If  ae I  coniii\cd  was  this,  Ibat  unto  them  was  committed  the 

Oracles 
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Oracles  of  God.  On  that  account  it  was  called  the  glorious 
Land,  Dan,  ii.  i6.  This  made  them  greater  than  all  the 
Nations  round  about  them.  Deut.  4.7,8.  (2)  Bylofingthe 
Ordinances,  they  lofe  their  quicknings,  comforts,  andfouL 
refrefhments  i  for  all  thefe  are  fweet  fireams  from  the  Gof- 
pel  fountain,  Tfal.  up.  50.  Col.  4.8.  No  wonder  then 
to  hear  the  People  of  God  complain  of  dead  hearts  ,  when 
the  Gofpel  is  removed.  (3)  In  the  lofs  of  the  Gofpelthey 
lofe  their  defence  and  fafety.  This  is  their  hedge,  their  wall 
of  protedion.  Ifa,  5.  5.  Walls  and  hedges  (faith  Mufcuhts 
in  loc,  }  are  the  Ordinances  of  God,  which  ferve  both  ad  fe- 
parationem  &  munitionem^  to  diftinguifh,  and  to  defend  them. 
When  God  plucks  up  this  hedge,  and  breaks  down  this  wall 
all  mifchiefs  break  in  upon  us  prefently.  2  Chron,  15.3,4,5,6. 
Norpfor  a  longfeafon  Ifrael  hath  been  without  the  true  God^  and 
without  a  teaching  Priefi,  and  without  Law  -  And  in  thofe'times 
there  was  no  peace  to  him  that  went  outy  nor  to  him  that  came  in 
hut  great  vexations  were  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Coun¬ 
tries  y  and  Nation  was  defir  oyed  of  Nat  ion  y  and  City  of  City  s  for 
God  did  vex  them  with  all  adverfjty.  How  long  did  Jerufalem 
remain,  after  that  voice  was  heard  in  the  Temple,  migremus 
hincf  Let  us  be  gone.  (4)  With  the  Gofpel,  we  lofe  our 
temporal  enjoyments  and  creature  comforts.  Thefe  ufually 
come  and  go  with  the  Gofpel.  When  God  had  onc(^  written 
Loammi  upon  Ifraely  the  next  news  is  this,  I  will  recover  my 
wool  andmy  flaXy  Hof.  2.p.  (5)  and  laftly,  to  come  up  to 
the  very  cafe  in  hand,they  lofe  vvith  it  their  fpiritual  food, and 
foul-fubfiftence  j  for  the  Gofpel  is  their  feaft  of  fat  things  j 
Ifa,  25.6.  their  fpiritual  wells,  12.3.  a doledihributed 
among  the  Lords  poof.  Kom.  i.ii,  in  a  word,  it  is  as  the 
rain  and  dews  of  heaven,  as  hath  been  (hewed,  which  being 
retrained,  a  fpiritual  famine  necelTarily  follows ;  a  famine 
of  all  the  moft  terrible.  Now  to  (hew  you  the  analogy  be¬ 
twixt  this  and  and  a  temporal  famine,  that  therein  you  may 
fee  what  caufe  you  have  to  be  deeply  affeded  with  it,  take  it 
in  thefe  fix  following  particulars.  ^ 

A  famine  is  caufed  by  the  failing  of  bread,  or  that  which 
is  in  the  (lead,  and  hath  the  ufe  of  bread.  Dainties  and  fuper- 

fiuous- 
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fluous  rarities  may  fail,  and  yet  men  may  fubfift  comfortably. 
As  long  as  people  have  bread  and  water,  they  will  not  fa- 
mifli  >  but  take  away  bread  once,  and  the  fpirit  of  man  fail- 
eth :  Upon  this  account  bread  is  called  a  ftaif,  Tfal,  105. 16. 
becaufe  what  a  ftaff  is  to  an  aged  or  feeble  man,  that  bread  is 
to  the  faint  and  feeble  fpirits,  which  even  fo  do  lean  upon  it. 
And  look  what  bread  is  to  the  natural  Spirits,  that,  and  more 
than  that,  the  word  is  to  gracious  Spirits,  Job  23.12.  I  have 
efieemed  the  vpords  of  thy  mouthy  more  than  my  necejfary  food.  If 
once  God  break  this  ftaff,  the  inner  man,  that  hidden  man  of 
the  heart,  will  quickly  begin  to  fail  and  faulter. 

It  is  not  every  degree  of  fcardty  of  bread,  that  prefently 
makes  a  famine,  but  a  general  failing  of  it  j  when  no  bread 
is  to  be  had,  or  that  which  is,  yields  no  nutriment.  Fora  fa¬ 
mine  may  as  well  be  occalioned  by  Gods  taking  away,  panif 
nutrimentiim^  the  nouriihing  vertue  of  biead,  that  it  ihall 
fignifie  no  more  as  to  the  end  of  bread,  than  a  chip,  Uag,  1,6, 
by  laying  zwzy  panem  nutrientem,  bread  it  felf,  Ifa,  3.  i. 
And  fo  it  is  in  a  fpiritual  famine  ,  which  is  occafioned  either 
by  Gods  removing  all  the  Ordinances,  and  making  pro- 
vilTon  utterly  to  faih  or  elfe ,  though  there  be  preaching, 
prayer  and  other  Ordinances  left,  (  at  leaf},  the  names  and 
fhadows  of  them  )  y  et  the  prefence  of  God  is  not  with  them. 
There  is  no  marrow  in  the  bone,  no  mdlk  in  the  breaf} ,  and 

fo,  as  toToul-fublihencc,  ’tis  all  oiie,  as  if  there  were  no  fuch 
things. 

In  a  corporeal  famine,  mean  and  courfe  things  become 
fweet  and  pleafant  i  famine,  raifes  the  price  and  efleem  of 
them.  That  which  before  you  would  have  thrown  to  your 
dogs,  now  goes  down  plcafantly  with  your  felves.  To  the 
hungry  foul  every  bitter  thing  is  fweet,  Prov.  27.7.  ’Tisthe 
Dutch  Pioverb,  and  a  very  true  one,  hunger  is  the  befi 
Cook. 

I, 

fomachus  raro  vulgaria  temnit,  Horat. 

In  rime  of  famine  courfeft  tare  contents. 

The  barking  flomach  flrains  no  complements. 

^Tis 
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.’Tis  ftoried  oi  Artaxerxes  Memor^  that  when  he  was  fly* 
ihg before  his  enemies,  he  fed  hungrily  upon  barly  bread  , 
and  faid,  Cuptfmodi  voluptatis  haUenus  inexpertus  fni O 
what  pleafure  have  I  hitherto  been  ignorant  of*,  when  great 
drank  the  pudled  water,  that  had  been  defiled  with 
dead  carkafes  which  had  been  flain  in  that  famous  battle ,  he 
profeifed  he  iiever  drank  more  pleafant  drink.  And  famous 
Htiitffiades  faid^  he  never  fared  more  daintily,  than  when  fin 
a  like  exigence)  he  fupped  upon  bread ,  onions,  and  water, 
with  a  poor  Shepherd  in  his  Cottage. 

Juftfo  doth  the  famine  of^heWord  raifethe  price  and  e- 
fteem  of  vulgar  and  defpifed  truth.  O  what  would  we  give 
for  one  of  thofe  Sermons,  one  of  thofe  Sabbaths  we  former¬ 
ly  enjoyed  ?  Ih  tboje  days  the  nvord  of  the  Lord  was  precious. 
When  God  calls  to  the  enemies  to  take  away  and  remove  his 
contemned,  but  precious  dainties ,  from  his  wanton  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  a  fpiritual  famine  hath  a  little  pinched  them  ,  they 
will  then  learn  to  prize  their  fpiritual  food  at  a  higher 
rate. 

In  time  of  famine  fome  perfons  fuffer  more  than  others. 
It  falls  heavieft  and  pincheth  hardeft  upon  the  poorer  fort , 
as  long  as  any  thing  is  to  be  had  for  money,^  the  rich  will 
have  it.  So  it  falls  out  in  a  Spiritual  famine  j  although  the 
moft  experienced  ,  and  beft  furnifhed  Chrihians,  will  have 
■  enough  to  do  to  live  in  the  abfence  of  ordinances,  yet  they, 
are  like  to  fubfift  much  better,  than  weak,  ignorant,  and  un¬ 
experienced  ones.  Some  Chriftians  have  Husbanded  their 
j  time  well,  and  like  Jofeph  in  the  feVen  years  pleAty^  laid  up 
for  a  fcarcity.  The  word  of  God  dwels  richly  in  them. 
Some  fuch  there  are,  ^as  John  calls  young  men,  who  are 
ftrong,  and  the  word  olf  God  remaineth  in  them,  of  whom 
it  may  be  faid>  as  Jerom  fpake  of  Nepotianus^  that  by  long 
and  affiduous  meditati(9n  of  the  Scriptures,  he  had  made  his 
breaft:the  very  Library  of  Chrift.  But  others  are  but  babes 
1  in  Chrift  i  and  though  God  will  preferve  that  good  work. 
1  vvhich  he  hath  begun  inthemyet  thefe  poor  babes  will  foon- 
eft  lind,  and  be  moft  'concerned  in  the  lofs  of  their  fpiritu- 
l  al  Fathers  atid  Nurfes., 

1  Iki 
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The  ungrate¬ 
ful  fouls 'Re- 
fle  ;iion. 


In  time  of  famine  there  are  pitiful  cryes,  and  heart¬ 
breaking  complaints  where-ever  you  go-  O  the  many  pale 
faces  you  fhall  then  fee,  and  the  fad  language  that  rings  in 
your  ears  in  every  place  /  one  cries ,  bread  ,  bread  s  for 
Chrift’s  fake ,  one  bit  of  bread  *5  another  faints  and  falls 
down  at  your  door.  All  her  peofle  ftgh^  Lam.  i.  1 1.  Yea,  the 
poor  little  ones  are  brought  in,  v,  12.  crying  to  their  Mo¬ 
thers,  where  is  the  Corn  and  Wine  ?  and  then  pouring  out 
their  fouls  into  their  Mothers  bofome.  Juft  fo  it  is  in  a  fa¬ 
mine  of  the  Word  ^  poor  Chriftians  every  where  (ighing 
and  crying,  O  where  are  our  godly  Minifters  ?  Our  fweet 
Sabbaths,  Sermons,  Sacraments,  my  Fathers,  my  Fathers, 
the  Chariots  of  Ifiael  and  the  horfemen  thereof  ?  How  beau¬ 
tiful  were  your  feet  upon  the  mountains  1  And  then  weep¬ 
ing  like  the  people  at  Pauls  departure,  to  think  they  fhall  fee 
their  faces  no  more. 

Laftly,  in  time  of  famine ,  there  is  nothing  fo  coftly  or 
precious ,  but  people  will  part  with  it  to  purchafe  bread. 
*They  have  given  their  pUafant  things^  for  meat  to  relieve  their 
fouls^  Lam.  i.  ii.  And  doubtlefs  when  a  fpiritual  famine 
fhall  pinch  hard,  thofe  that  have  been  clofe-handed  to  main¬ 
tain  a  Gofpel  Miniftry ,  will  account  it  a  choice  mercy  to 
enjoy  them'again  at  any  rate.  ‘Though  the  Lord  feed  you  with 
the  bread  of  affliidion^  and  give  you  the  waters  of  adverfity,yet  it 
will  Jweeten  that  bread  and  water  toyou^  if  your  teachers  he  no 
more  removed  into  corners^  Ifa.  30.  20. 

REFLECTIONS. 

» 

Is  the  famine  of  the  word  fuch  a  fearful  judgment  ?  the 
Lord  pardon  my  unthankfulnefs,  for  the  plentiful  and  long 
continued  enjoyment  of  fuch  a  precious  and  invaluable  mer¬ 
cy.  How  lightly  have  I  efteemed  the  great  things  of  the 
Gofpel  ?  O  that  with  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up  to  heaven ,  I 
might  blefs  the  Lord  ,  that  ever  I  was'  brought  forth  in  an 
age  of  fo  much  light !  in  a  valley  of  vifions,  in  a  Land  flow¬ 
ing  with  Gofpel- mercies.  Hath  not  God  made  of  one  bloody  aU 
the  Nations  of  men^  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth?  and  deter¬ 
mined 
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mined  the  times  before  appointed^  and  the  hounds  of  their  hahU 
tation  ?  Ads  17.  2d.  Many  of  thefe  great  and  populous  Na¬ 
tions  are  involved  in  grofs  darknefs.  Now  that  of  all  the  feve- 
ralagesof  the  world,  and  places  in  it>  God  fliould  efpy  the 
beft  place  for  me,  and  bring  me  forth  into  it,  in  fuch  an  hap¬ 
py  nick  of  time,  as  can  hardly  be  parallel’d  in  Hiftory,  for 
the  plenty  of  Gofpel- mercies,  that  this  age  and  Nation  hath 
enjoyed  >  that  my  mother  did  not  bring  me  forth  in  the  de- 
farcs  of  Arabia.^  or  wafts  of  America^  but  in  England  where 
God  hath  made  the  Sun  of  the  Gofpel  to  ftand  ftill ,  as  the 
natural  Sun  once  did  over  Gibe  on  \  and  that  fuch  a  mercy 
ihould  no  more  affedmy  foul,  let  (hame  cover  my  face  for 
this,  and  trembling  feize  my  heart. 

Is  the  Gofpel  indeed  departed  ?  its  fweet  influences  re- 
drained  ?  and  a  famine  worfe  than  that  of  bread  come  upon  us.  flexion. 
Alas !  for  the  day ^  for  it  is  a  great  day^fo  that  none  is  lik^e  it  y  it  is 
even  the  day  0/ Jacob’/  trouble.'Wo  is  me, that  ever  I  ftiould  fur- 
vive  the  Gofpel,  and  the  precious  liberties  and  mercies  of  it  I 
What  horrid  fins  have  been  harboured  amongft  us,  for  which 
the  Lord  contends,  by  fuch  an  unparallel’d  judgment  ?  Lord, 
let  me  juftifie  thee  even  in  this  fevere  difpenfation  >  the 
provocation  of  thy  Sons,  and  of  thy  daughters  have  been  ve¬ 
ry  great,  and  amongft  them  none  greater  than  mine.  May 
we  not  this  day  read  our  fin  in  our  puniihment  ?  O  what  nice 

and  wanton  appetites,  what  curious  and  itching  ears  had  thy  1 

people  in  the  days  of  plenty?  Methods,  tones  and  geflures, 
were  more  regarded  than  the  excellent  treafures  of  divine 
truths.  Ah  my  (bul  I  I  remember  my  fault  this  day  ?  little 
did  I  thenconfider,  that  Sermons  work  not  upon  hearts,  as 
they  are  thus  elegant,  thus  admirable^^ut  as  they  are  inftru- 
ments  in  the  hand  of  God  appointed  to  fuch  an  end.  Even  as 
Auftin  faid  of  the  Conduits  of  water,  though  one  be  in  the 
(hape  of  an  Angel,  another  of  a  beaft,  yet  the  water  re- 
freihes  as  it  is  water,  and  not  as  it  comes  from  fuch  a  Con¬ 
duit  :  by  this  alfo,  O  Lord,  thou  rebukeft  the  fupinenefs  and 
formality  of  thy  people.  How  drowfie,  dull,  and  carelefs 
have  they  been  under  the  moft  excellent  and  quickning 
means  ?  few  more  then  L  Alas !  I  have  often  prefented  my 

O  ^  body 


Husbandry  Jpirituali^d ;  Or,  1 


The  filent  Mi- 
nifters  Reflc- 
dioD. 


body  before  the  Lord  in  Ordinances,  w  .  s?®  i  but  my 
foul  hath  been  wandring  abroad,  as  Chryfiftom  fpeaks.  I 
ihould  have  come  from  under  every  Sermon  as  a  (beet  comes 
from  the  Prefs ,  with  all  the  Aamps  and  lively  impreffions 
of  the  truths  1  heard  upon  my  heart.  But  alafs !  If  it  had 
been  demanded  of  me,  as  once  it  was  of  Ariftotle^  after  a 
long  and  curious  Oration,  how  he  liked  it,  I  might  have  an- 
fwered  as  he  did,  Truly  I  did  not  hear  it,  fori  was  all  the 
while  minding  another  matter.  Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord, 
in  all  that  is  come  upon  us. 

I  am  now  as  a  Spring  (but  up,  that  can  yield  no  refrefh- 
ment  to  thirfty  fouls,  ready  to  perifn.  Thou  haA  faid  to  me 
as  once  to  Ezekiel^  Son  (f  man^  behold^  I  will  mak^  *by  tonpie 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  thy  mouthy  and  thou  Jhalt  he  dumb.  This  is 
a  heavy  judgment,  but  thou  muft  be  juftified  and  cleared  in  it. 
Although  men  may  not,  yet  God,  If  he  pleafe,  may  put  a 
lighted  candle  under  a  buihel.  And  herein  I  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge  thy  Righteoufnefs.  Many  times  have  I  been  finfully  fi- 
lent,  when  both  thy  glory  and  the  intereft  bf  fouls  ingaged 
me  to  fpeak.  Moft  juftly  therefore  haft  thou  made  my 
tongue  to  cleave  to  its  roof.  Little  did  I  confider  the  pre- 
cioufnefs  of  fouls,  or  the  tremendous  account  to  be  given 
for  them,  at  the  appearing  of  the  great  Shepherd.  I  have 
now  time  enough  to  fit  down  and  mourn  over  former  mifear- 
riages,  and  loft  opportunities.  Lordreftore  me  once  again 
to  a  ferviceable  capacity,  to  a  larger  fphere  of  activity  for 
thee,  for  I  am  now  become  as  a  broken  veffel.  It  grieves 
me  to  the  heart,  to  fee  thy  flock  fcattered,  to  hear  thy  peo¬ 
ple  cry  to  me,  as  once  to  Jofefh^  Give  us  breads  for  whyjhculd 
we  dye  in  thy  prefence. ^  Thy  word  is  like  fire  fhut  up  in  my 
bones,  and  I  am  weary  of  forbearing.  O,  that  thou  wouldft 
once  again  open  the  doors  of  thine  houfe,  that  there  may  be 
bread  enough  in  thine  houfe  for  all  thy  children. 
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The  Poem. 

WHen  God  doth  make  the  ("i )  heavens  above  us  brafs,  I 
The  earth’s  like  iron.  Flowers,  herbs  and  grafs  , ' 
Have  loft  theit  fragrant  green  i  are  turned  (2)  yellow. 

The  brooks  are  dry,  the  pining  Cartel  (3)  bellow. 

The  fat  and  flowry  medows  fcorcht  and  burn’d. 

The  Countrey  mirth  is  into  (4)  mourning  turn’d. 

The  clefted  earth,  her  thirfty  mouth  (5)  fets  ope. 

Unto  the  empty  Clouds',  as’twereinhope 
Of  fome  refreihlhg  drops,  that  might  allay 
Her  fiery  thirft  i  but  theyfoonpafsaway. 

The  penfive  (6)  Husbandman  with  his  own  eyes, 

Bedews  his  Land,  becaufe  he  fees  the  skies  ■,  , 

Refufe  to  do  it,  (7)  juft  fo  ftaiids  the  cafe,  '  i 

When  God  from  fodls,  removes  the  means  of  grace. 

God’s  Miniftets  are  Clouds,  their  doiftrine  (8)  raini  ■ 

Which  when  the  Lord  in  judgment  (hall  reftrain  ; 

The  peoples  fouls  in  ihort  time  will  be  found 
Infuchacafe,  as  this  dry  patched  ground.  ■ 

When  this  (p)  fad  judgtfifent  falls  on  any  Nation j 
Let  Saints  therein  take  up  this  lamentation.  '  j 

O  dreadful,  dark,  and  difmal  day  !  ^ 

How  is  our  glory  fled  away.  I 

Our  Sun  gone  down,  our  ftarsp’recaft  s 
God’s  heritage  is  now  laid  waft.  -  j 

Our  pining  fouls  no  bread  can  get. 

With  wantons  God  hath  juftly  met. 

When  we  are  fed  unto  the  full. 

This  man  was  tedious  j  that  was  dull. 

But  they  are  gone,  and  there  remain 
*  No  fuA  occalions  to  complain.  ' 

Stars  are  not  now  for  lights,  but  figns  j 
God  knows  of  what  heart-breaking  times. 

Sure  heaven  intends  not  peace,  but  wars  i 
In  calling  home  Ambalfador^  How 
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How  long  did  Sodoms  judgment  ftay  > 

When  Righteous  Lot  was  fnatcht  away. 

How  long  remain’d  that  ftately  Hall, 

When  Samfjm  made  the  pillars  fall  < 

When  Horfmen,  and  commanders  flye  > 
Wo  to  the  helplefs  Infantry. 

This  is  a  fad  and  fatal  blow, 

A  publick  lofs  and  overthrow. 

You  that  fo  long  have  wilVd  them  goiiCy 
Be  quiet  now  *>  the  thing  is  done. 

Did  they  torment  you  ere  your  day  ? 

God  hath  remov’d  them  out  o’th’way. 

Now  fleep  In  fin,  and  take. your  eafe  i 
Their  Do6lrine  (hall  no  more  difpleafe. 

But  Lord  !  what  (hall  become  of  us  ? 

Our  Teacher’s  gone  i  and  left  us  thus  ! 

To  whom  (hall  we  our  felves  addrefs  > 
When  Confcience  labours  in  diftrefs  i 
O,  who  (hall  help  us  at  our  need  ?■ 

Or  pour  in  balm  when  wounds  do  bleed  ? 
Help  Lord,  for  unto  thee  our  eyes 
Do  pour  out  tears  >  ourgrpans,  our  cry es 
Shall  never  ceafe :  till  thou  reftore,  , 
The  mercies  which  w,e  had  }>efofe.^ 

Till  Sions  paths  where  grafs  now  grows. 

Be  trodden  by  the  feet  of*  thofe  . 

That  love  thy  name ;  and  long  t’enjoy 
The  mercies  they  have  finM^way, 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Seeds  dye  and  rot^  dud  then  mojlfrejh  afpeary  | 

Saints  bodies  rife  more  orient  than  they  were.  i 

I 

*  .  ^ 

Upon  the  cor¬ 
rupting  of  the 
Seed  before  ic 
Spring. 

OBSERVATION. 

A  Fter  the  Seed  is  committed  to  the  earth,  it  feems  to  pe- 
/\  riihanddye,  as  our  Saviour  fpeaks.  Job,  12.  24.  £x~ 

cept  a  cornof  wheat  fall'into  the  ground  and  dye,  it  abideth  a- 
lones  but  if  it  die,  it  brings  forth  much  fruit.  The  death  of 
the  Corn  in  the  earth  is  not  a  total  death,  but  only  the  cor¬ 
ruption  or  alteration  of  it :  for  if  once  the  feminal  life  and 
vertue  of  it  were  quite  extinguiiht,  it  could  never  put  forth 
blade  or  ear  without  a  miracle.  Y et,  becaufe.that  alteration 
is  a  kind  of  death,  therefore  Chrift  here  ufes  it  as  afit  illu- 
ftxation  of  the  refurre<flion.  And  indeed  there  is  nothing  in 
nature  more  apt  to  illuftrate  that  great  myftery.  What  a 
fragrant,  green  and  beautiful  blade  do  we  fee  fpting  up  from 
a  corrupted  feed  ?  how  black,  and  mouldy  is  that?  how  beau¬ 
tiful  and  verdant  is  this,?  • 

. 

1 

't 

%  • 

A  FP  L  IC  AT  PON- 

P  Ven  thus  (hall  the  bodies  of  the  Saints  ariie  in  beauty 
,  E/  .and  glory  at  theRefurredion.  They  are  fawn  in  djjhonout, 

they  are  raifed  in  glory,  they  are  fiwu  natural  bodies;  they  are 
raifed  fpiritual  bodies,  i  Cor.  I5’433  4‘l-  Yhe  husbandman 
knows,  that  though  the  feed  rot  in  the  earth,  yet  it  will  rife 
again.  And  the  believer  knov/Si  Ihat  though  after  hts  sk^n 
worms  de{hoy  his  body,  yet  inhis  fielf  he  (habfee  God,yob  ip. 

25.  and  the  rcfemblance  betwixt  the  feed  fown  ,•  and 

ipringing  up*,  and.  the  bodies  of  the  Saints  dying,  and  riling 
again,  hes  in  thefe  following  particulars.. 

f 

• 
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Firft,  the  Seed  is  committed  to  the  earth  from  whence  it 
came,  fo  is  the  body  of  a  Saint  j  earth  it  was,  and  to  earth 

it  is  again  refolved.  Grace  exempts  not  the  body  of  the  beft 

man  from  feeing  corruption,  Korn,  8.  lo.  Though  Chrift  be 
in  him,  yet  the  body  is  dead  *,  that  is,  fentenced  to  death 
becauie  of  fin,  6,  ult.  It  is  appointed  /or  all  men  once  to 

dye. 

Secondly,  The  Seed  was  caft  into  the  earth  in  hope,  i  Cor. 
p.  ic.  Were  there  not  a  refurredion  of  itexpeded  the 
Husbandman  would  never  be  willing  to  eali  away  his  Corn. 
The  bodies  of  Saints  are  alfo  committed  to  the  grave  in  hope' 
I  she/  4*  14,  ^Ht  I  would  not  have  you  to  he  ianorant 

brethren,  concerning  thofe  rrhtch  are  a(leej>,  at  tbofe  which  have 
-no  hope  •,  for  if  we  believe  that  Jefut  died  and  rofe  again  even 
fo  alfo  them  which  fleep  in  Jefas  jhall  the  Lord  bring  with  him. 
This  blefled  hope  of  a  refurredion,  fweetens,  not  onlv  the 
the  troubles  of  dife,  but  the  pangs  of  death.  ^ 

Thidly,  The  feed  is  caft  into  the  earth  feafonably.  In  its 
proper  feafon.  So  are  the  bodies  of  the  Saints,  Johd  <.  26. 
Thou  lhalt  come  to  thy  grave  in  a  full  age,  at  a  jhock.  of  corn  co- 
meth  tn  m  ttt  feafon.  They  always  dye  in  the  fittteft  time, 
though  fometimes  they  feem  to  dye  immaturately.  The  time 
of  their  death  was  from  all  eternity  prefixt  by  God,  beyond 
which  they  cannot  go,  and  (hort  of  which  they  cannot  come. 

The  Seed  lyes  many  days  and  nights  under  the  clods  be- 
fore  It  rife  and  appear  again.  Even  fo  man  lyeth  down,  and 
rijeth  not  again  till  the  heavent  be  no  more.  Job  14. 12,  The 
days  of  darknefs  in  the  grave  are  many. 

When  the  titw  is  come  for  Its  (hooting  up,  the  earth  that 
covered  it  can  hide  it  no  longer,  it  cannot  keep  it  down  a  day 
more  i  it  will  fi'hd  or  make  a  way  through  the  clods;  So  In 
that  day  when  the  great  trump  (hall  found,  bone  (hall  come 
to  his  bone,  and  the  graves  (hall  not  be  able  to  hold  them  a 
minute  longer'.  'Both  Sea  and  earth  muft  render  the  dead 
that  are  in  them.  Rev.  20.13.  ' 

When  the  feed  appears  above  ground  again.  It  appears 
much  more  frefh  and  orient  than  when  it  was  caft  into  the 
earth.  God  cloaths  it  with  fuch  beauty ,  that  it  is  not  like 
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to  what  it  was  before.  Thus  rife  the  bodies  of  Saints,  mat- 
velloully  improved,  beautified  and  perfcded  with  fpiritual 
qualities  and  rich  endowments  *»  in  refpedf  whereof  they  are 
called  fpiritual  bodies,  i  Cor,  15.43.  net  properly,  but 
analogically  fpiritual  >  for  look  ^as  fpirits  fubiift  without 
food,  rayment,  lleep,  know  no  lailitude,  wearinefs  or  pain  j 
fo  our  bodies  after  the  refurredion  (hall  be  above  thefe  ne- 
cellities  and  diftempers »  for  we  (hall  be  as  the  Angels  of 
God,  Mat,  22.30.  Yea,  our  vile  bodies  (hall  be  changed, 
and  made  like  unto  Chrifts  glorious  body  >  which  is  the  high- 
eft  pitch,  and  afeent  of  glory  and  honour,  that  an  humane 
body  is  capable  of,  ThiL  3.21.  Indeed  the  glory  of  the^ 
foul  (hall  be  the  greateft  glory  i  thafs  the  orient  invaluable 
gem>  but  God  will  beftow  a  diftin(^  glory  upon  the  body  , 
and  richly  enammel  the  very  cafe  in  which  that  precious 
jewel  (hall  be  kept.  In  that  glorious  morning  of  the  refur- 
re^fion,  the  Saints  (hall  put  on  their  new  fre(h  fuits  of  flefh, 
richly  laid  and  trimmed  with  glory.  Thofe  bodies  which  in 
the  grave  were  but  duft  and  rottennefs,  when  it  delivers  them 
back  again,  (hall  be  (hining  and  excellent  pieces,  abfolutely 
and  everlalfingly  free’d.  (i)  From  all  neural  infirmities 
and  diftempers  i  death  is  their  good  Phyfician  ,  which  at 
once  freed  them  of  all  difeafes.  ^Tis  a  great  Afflidion 
now  to  many  of  the  Lords  people ,  to  be  clogM  with  fo 
many  bodily  infirmities  which  render  them  very  unfervice- 
able  to  God.  fpirit  indeed  vs  willing^  hut  the  flejh  vs  weai^, 
A  crazy  body  retorts  and  (hoots  back  its  diftempers  upon  the 
foul  with  which  it  is  fo  clofely  conjoyned  *,  but  though  now 
the  foul  C  as  T^heophraftus  fpeaks  )  payes  a  dear  rent  for  the 
Tabernackle  in  wldch  it  dwells,  yet  when  death  diftblves-that 
Tabernacle,  all  the  difeafes  and  pains  under  which  it  groan¬ 
ed  (hall  be  buried  in  the  rubbilh  of  its  Mortality  >  and  when 
they  come  to  be  re-united  again,  God  will  beftow  rich  gifts 
and  dowries,  even  upon  the  body,  in  the  day  of  itsre-efpoufals 
to  the  foul.  (2)  It  (hall  be  freed  from  all  deformities,  there 
ate  no  breaches ,  flaws ,  monftroiities  in  glorified  bodies  j 
but  of  them  it  may  much  rather  be  faid,  what  was  once  faid 
o(  Abfalomy2  Sam,  14^  25.  7hat  from  the  crovp.n  ofthe  head^  to 
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the  foie  of  his  foot\  there  was  no  hlemijh  in  him\  (  3lyO  It 
(hall  be  freed  from  all  natural  neceflities,  to  which  it  is  now 
fubjeded  in  this  its  animal  ftate.  How  is  the  Soul  now  difqui- 
eted  and  tortured  with  cares  and  troubles,  to  provide  for  a 
periihing  body  ?  Many  unbelieving  and  unbecoming  fears, 
it  is  now  vexed  with.  What  (hall  it  eat?  and  what  (hall  it 
drink  ?  and  wherewithal  (hall  it  be  cloathed  ?  But  meats  for 
the  belly,  and  the  belly  for  meats  >  God  (hall  defray  both  it  and 
theth,  1  Cer.  6»  13.  (/.  e. )  as  to  their  prefent  ufe  and 
office  \  .for  as  to  its  exigence,  fo  the  belly  (hall  not  be  deftroy- 
ed.  But  even  as  the  Mafts,  Poop  and  Stern  of  a  Ship  abide 
in  the  Harbour  after  the  voyage  is  ended,  fo  (hall  thefe  bodi¬ 
ly  members,  as  TlertuUian  excellently  illullrates  it.  C  4ly. ) 
They  (hall  be  freed  from  death,  to  which  thenceforth  they 
can  be  fubjedf  no  more  >  that  formidable  adverfary  of  nature 
(hall  a  (fault  it  no  more.  For  they  which  Jhall  he  accounted  wor^ 
thy  to  obtain  that  world,  and  the  refurreilion  from  the  dead^nei- 
thtr  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  neither  can  ihey  dye  any 
more  j  for  they  Jhall  be  equall  to  the  Angels^  and  are  the  chil~ 
dren  of  God,  being  the  children  of  the  Kefurredion,  Luke  20. 
35,  3  <5.  Mark  it  [equal  to  the  Angels]  not  that  they  (hall 
be  feparate,  and  fingle  fpirits  without  bodies,  as  the  Angels 
are,  but  equal  to  them  in  the  way  and  manner  of  their  living 
and  adting.  We  (hall  then  live  upon  God,  and  ad  freely, 
purely,  and  delightfully  for  God  h  for  all  kind  of  living  up¬ 
on,  and  delighting  in  creatures,  feems  in  that  Text  C  by  a 
Synecdoche  of  the  part  which  is  ordinarily  in  Scripture  put 
for  all  creature-  delights,  dependencies,  and  neceflities )  to  be 
excluded.  Nothing  but  God  (hall  enamour  and  fill  the  foul, 
and  the  body  (hall  be  perfedly  fubdued  to  the  fpirit.  Lord, 
what  haft  thou  prepared  for  them  that  love  thee  ? 
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If  I  (hall  receive  my  body  again,  fo  dignified  and  impro-  ;i 
ved  in  the  world  to  come^  then  Lord  let  me  never  be  unwil-  1 
ling  to  ufe  my  body  now  for  the  intereft  of  thy  glory,  or  my  j 
own  Salvation.  Now,  O  my  God, it  grieves  me  to  think  -  j 
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how  many  precious  opportunities  of  ferving  and  honouring  [ 
thee,  I  have  loft  under  pretence  of  endangering  my  health. 

I  have  been  more  folicitous  to  live  long  and  healthfully, 
than  to  live  ufefully  and  fruitfully  *,  and  like  enough  my  life 
had  been  more  ferviceable  to  thee,  if  it  had  not  been  fo  fond¬ 
ly  overvalued  by  me. 


or 


Fooliih  foul,  hath  God  given  thee  a  body  for  a  living  tool 
inftrument,  and  art  thou  afraid  to  ufe  it  ?  wherein  is  the 


mercy  of  having  a  body,  if  not  in  fpending  and  wearing  it 
out  in  the  jfervice  of  God?  to  have  an  at^ive  vigorous  body, 
and  not  to  imploy  and  exercife  it  for  God,  for  fear  of  en¬ 
dangering  its  health,  is  as  if  one  (hould  give  thee  a  handfome 
and  fprightful  horfe  upon  condition  that  thou  (houldft  not 
ride  or  work  him.  O/  iffomeof  the  Saints  had  enjoyed  the 
blelling  of  fuch  a  healthy  acftive  body  as  mine,  what  excellent 
fervices  would  they  have  performed  to  God  in  it  ? 

If  my  body  (hall  asfurely  rife  again  in  glory,  vigour  and 
excellent  endowments  as  the  feed  which  I  fow  doth,  why  The  fickly 
(hould  not  this  comfort  me  over  all  the  pains,  weaknelTes  and  ! 
dulnefs  with  which  my  foul  is  now  clogg’d  ?  Thou  know- 
eft  my  God,  what  a  grief  it  hath  been  to  my  foul,  to  be  fet¬ 
tered  and  intangled  with  the  diftempers  and  manifold  indif- 
pofitionsof  this  vile  body.  It  hath  made  me  figh  and  fay, 
with  holy  Anfelme^  whenhefaw  the  mounting  bird  weigh¬ 
ed  down  by  the  ftone  hanging  at  her  leg.  Lord,  thus  it  fares 
with  the  foul  of  thy  fervant !  fain  would  I  ferve,  glorifie, 
and  enjoy  thee,  but  a  diftempered  body  will  not  let  me! 

However,  it  is  reviving  to  think,  that  though  I  am  now  for¬ 
ced  to  crawl  like  a  worm  in  thedifcharge  of  my  duties,  I 
(hall  (hortly  fly  like  a  Seraphim  in  the  execution  of  thy  will. 

Cheer  up  drooping  foul,  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  thou  (halt 
be  made  more  willing  than  thou  art,  and  thy  fle(h  not  fo 
weak  as  now  it  is. 

And  is  it  fo  indeed  ?  then  let  the  dying  Saint  like  Jacob 
rouze  up  himfelf  upon  his  bed,  and  incourage  himfelf  againft 
the  fears  of  death  by  this  refre(hing  confideradon.  Let 
him  fay  with  holy  dying  Mnfculus.^  Why  trembleft  thou 
(O  my  foul)  to  go  forth  of  this  Tabernacle  to  the  Land  of 

P  reft  > 
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reft  ?  hath  thy  body  been  fuch  a  pkafant  ^ 

that  thou  ihouldft  be  fo  loath  to  part  ' 

a  time  >  and  with  alTutance  of  receiving  it  again  with  luch  a 
clorious  improvement  ?  1  know  (O  my  foulj  that  thou  haft 
r°  oral  inclination  to  this  body  refulting  from  the  dear 
and  fttia  union  which  God  himfelf  hath  made  betwixt  thee 
and  it '  vea,  even  the  holieft  of  men  do  fometimp  fenfibly 
feel  the  like  in  themfelves  i  but  beware  thou  love  it  not  im¬ 
moderately  or  inordinately!  ’tis  but  a  creature ,  how  dwr 
foever  it  bl  to  thee;  yea,  a fadmg  creature, 
now  ftands  in  thy  way  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  God.  But 
fav  my  foul,  why  ate  the  thoughts  of  parting  with  it  fo 
burdeLm  to  thee  >  Why  fo  loath  t°  «ke  death  by  its  cold 
hand  ?  Is  this  body  thy  old  and  dear  friend  ?  True  but  yet 
thou  parted  not  with  it  upon  fuch  fad  terms,as  (hould  deferve 
a  tear^at  parting.  For  mayeft  thou  not  %  of ‘bis  departure, 
as  PumI  of  the  departure  oi  Onefimuf  ,  Philem.  v.  15,  It 
therefore  dep^rteth  f<ir  a  ftafon  that  thm  tnayefi  receive  «  for 
ever  The  day  of  re  efpoufals  will  quickly  come,  and  in 
mean  time  Is  thy  body  lhall  not  be  fenfible  of  the  tedious 
length  of  interpofing  time,  fo  neither  ftialt  be  ‘f'Tf 

about  thine  abfent  friend  ;  for  the  frui  ion  of  God  in  that 

thine  unbodied  ftate,  {hall  fill  thee  with  infinite  fatisfad.on 
^'^Orisitnotfomuchfimply  for  parting  with  It,  as  for  the 

manner  of  thv  parting,  either  by  the  flow  and  lingting  ap¬ 
proaches  of  a  natural,  or  the  quick  and  t««ble 
of  a  violent  death  :  Why,  trouble  not  thy  felf  ^bout  tha  . 

fo.  if  God  tod  ^ 


4* 
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tor  it  Cjod  lead  ineeiuiuugu  liiv.  f^r 

ikknefs  vet  at  the  end  of  it  U  thy  Fathers  houfe.  And  for 
a  violent  death  ’tis  not  fo  material,  whether  brtends  or  ene¬ 
mies  ftand  weeping  or  triumphing  over  thy  dead  body-  N  - 
hil  corpus  fentit  in  nervo  cum  amma  fit  in  caelo.  'yhen  t  y 
foul  toll  li  in  heaven,  ’twill  not  be  fenfible  how  thy  body  is 

^*^u/ohT  what  an  uncomfortable  partii^  will 

and  how  much  more  fad  our  meeting  again  .  how  will  this 

foul  and  body  blufli,  yea  tremble  when  they  meet,  who  ha 


» 


on* 


The  henvenljtuje of  earthly  things. 


107 


been  copartners  in  fo  much  guilt  ?  I  damned  my  foul ,  to 
pleafe  my  flelh,  and  now  have  ruin’d  both  thereby  :  had  I 
denied  my  flelh  to  ferve  Chrift,  worn  out  my  body  In  the 
fervice  of  my  foul  >  I  had  thereby  happily  provided  for  them 
both,  but  I  began  at  the  wrong  end,  and  fohave  ruin’d  both 
eternally. 


The  foem, 

BArc  feeds  have  no  great  beauty,  but  inhum’d 

That  which  they  had  is  loft  v  and  quite  confum’d 
Theyfoon  {a)  corrupt,  and  grow  more  bafe  by  odds 
When  dead  \  and  buried  underneath  the  clods* 

It  falls  in  (h)  bafenefs,  but  at  length  doth  rife 
In  glory ,  which  delights  beholders  eyes. 

How  great  a  difference  have  a  few  days  made 
Betwixt  it,  in  the  bufliel,  and  the  blade ! 

This  lovely,  lively  emblem  aptly  may 
Type  out  the  glorious  Reiurrec^ion  day. 

Wherein  the  Saints  that  in  the  duft  do  lye. 

Shall  rife  in  glory,  vigour,'  dignity. 

With  finging  in  that  (c)  morning  they  arife. 

And  (d)  dailing  glory,  filch  as  mortal  eyes 
Ne’re  view’d  on  earth.  The  fparkling  beauties  here, 
No  more  can  equaliie  their  fplendor  there ; 

Than  glimmering  glow-worms  do  the  faireft  ftar, 

That  (hines  in  heaven  ^  or  the  ftones  that  are  <  ji 
I  In  every  ftreet,  may  competition  hold 
With  glittering  diamonds  in  rings  of  gold. 

For  unto  (e)  Chrift’s  moft  glorious  body  they 
Shall  be  conform’d  in  glory,  at  that  day  i 
Whofe  luftre  would,  fliould  it  onmortals  falh 
Tranfport  a  Stephen^  and  confound  a  Paul,  , 

’Tis  now  a  courfe,  and  craiy  houfe  of  clay: 

But  Oh  !  how  dear  do  foUls  for  lodging  pay  ? 

P  2 
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1  ^*4 

Few  more  than  1,  for  thou  my  foul  haft  bin 

Within  thefe  tents  of  Kedar  cooped  in. 

Where  with  diftempers  clog’d,  thou  mak’ft  thy  moans, 

And  for  deliverance  with  tears  and  groans  > 

Haft  oticnfued,  cheer  up,  the  (f)  time  will  be 

When  thou  from  all  thefe  troubles  (halt  be  free. 

No  jarring  humors,  cloudy  vapours,  rheums, 

Pains,  aches,  or  what  ever  elfe  confumes, 

My  days  in  grief  ^  whilft  in  the  Chriftian  race, 

Flelh  lags  behind  (g)  and  can’t  keep  equal  pace 

With  the  more  willing  fpirit;  none  of  thefe, 

Shall  thenceforth  clog  thee,  or  difturb  thine  eafe. 

r  *  i* 

CHAP.  XII. 

1  '  * 
jupon  there- 
I  femb'.ance  of 

1  wheat  and 

I 

jis  wheat  rcfeHihled  is  by' viler  tares^ 

So  vile  hypocrifie  like  grace  appears. 

j  tarcft 

OBSERVATION. 

i  4 

.  1 

f 

*  T  T  is  Jeroms  obfervation,  that*  wheat  and  tares  are  fo  much 
JL  alike  in  their  firft  fpringing  up>  that  it  is  exceeding  dif¬ 
ficult  to  diftinguith  the  one  from  the  other.  Thefe  are  his 
words.  Inter  triticum  &  loliurti  quamdiu  herha  efl  ,  non^ 

duffi  cuhnus  venit  ad  jpicam  ^  graudU  fimilitHdo  eji  :  in  dif- 

cernendo  aut  ^ulla’i  aut  perdijiicilis  dijiaHtia,  The  difference 
.  ‘(faith  he)  between  them  iseither  none  at  all,  or  wonderfdl 
‘difficult  to  difeern,  which  thofe  v/ordsof  Chrift,  Mat.  13.; 
130.  plainly  confirm.  Let  them  both  alone  till  the  Har- 
veft  i  thereby  intimating  both  the  difficulty  of  diftinguifh- 
ing  the  tares  and  wheats  asalfo,  the  unwarrantable  rafhnefs 
of  bold  and  hafty  cenfures  of  mens  fincerity  or  hypocrificj 
which  is  there  (hadowed  by  them.  "  * 

'  A  P- 
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application. 

HOw  difficult  foever  it  be  to  difcern  the  difference  be¬ 
twixt  wheat  and  tares yet  doubtlefs  the  eye  of  fenfe 

can  much  eafierdifcriminate  them,  than  themoft  quick  and 

piercing  eye  of  man  can  difcern  the  difference  betwixt  fpeci- 
al  and  common  grace :  for  all  faving  graces  in  the  Saints  have 
their  counterfeits  in  hypocrites.  There  are  fimdaT  n^orkr 
in  thefe  which  a  fpiritual  and  very  judicious  eye  may  eafily 
miflake  for  the  faving  and  gcnnins  cffcBs  of  the  fandtifying 

Doth  the  Spirit  of  God  convince  the  confciences  of  his 
people,  of  the  evil  of  fin?  Korn.  y.  9. 

iheirconviaionstoo,  Exod.  10, 19.  Pharaoh  cn/W/ir 

Mofes  and  Aaron  in  hafi,  and  he  faid,  I  have  funed  agmnjl 
the  Lord  your  God,  and  againfl  youi  Thus  was  Faul  alio  con- 

vided,  I  Sanii  15.24.  r,.  ,  r 

Doth  true  convidion  and  compundion  work  reformati¬ 
on  of  life ,  in  the  people  of  God  ?  even  hypocrites  alio 
have  been  famous  for  their  reformations.  The  unclean  Ipi- 
rit  often  goes  out  of  the  formal  hypocrite,  by  an  external  re¬ 
formation and  yet  ftill  retains  his  propriety  in  them,  Mitf. 

1 2  42  44.  For  that  departure  is  indeed  no  more  than  a 
politick  retreat.  Many  that  Ihall  never  efcape  the  damna¬ 
tion  of  hell,  have  yet  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world, 
and  that  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God  ,  2  Fet. 

Doth  the  fpitit  of  the  Lord  produce  that  glorious  aind 
fupernatural  work  of  faith,  in  con  vinced  and  huinbled  fouls . 
in  this  aLo  the  hypocrite  apes  and  imitates  the  believer,  Aitr 
8.12.’  ‘IhenStmoayhimfelf  believed aljo,  Luke  8. 13. 
are  they  ffhich  for  arvhile  believe,and  in  time  of  temptation  fall 

"’^’ooth the  precious  eye  of  faith,  difcovering  the  tranfcen- 
dent  excellencies  that  are  in  Chrift  ,  inflame  the  affedions  o 
the  believing  foul  with  vehement  defires  and  longings  after 
him  ?  Strange  motions  of  heart  have  alfo  found^m  ^hy- 
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pocrites  towards  Chriit  and  heavenly  things,  6.  34. 
herd  evermore  give  us  this  bread.  Mat.  2  5.  8.  Give  us  of  your 
oyl,  for  our  lamps  are  gone  out.  W  ith  what  a  rapture  was  Ba¬ 
laam  tranfported,  when  he  faid,  Let  me  dye  the  death  of  the 
,  righteous,  and  my  lajl  end  be  like  his  ?  Numb.  23.10. 

Doth  the  work  of  faith  in  fotne  believers  bear  upon  its 
top  branches,  the  full  ripe  fruits  of  a  blelTed  alTurance  ? 
Lo  !  What  ftrong  confidences,  and  high-built  perfwalions  of 
an  intereft  in  God,  have  fometimes  been  found,  even  in  un- 
(andified  ones,  John  8.54.  Of  rehom  you  fay,  that  he  is  your 
God,  and  yet  ye  have  not  kflown  him.  '  To  the  fame  height  of 
confidence  arrived  thofe  vain  fouls,  mentioned  in  Rom.  2.  ip. 
Yea,  fo  ftrong  may  this  falfe  aflurance  be,  that  they  dare 
boWly  venture  to  go  to  the  judgment  feat  of  God,  and  there 

defend  iti  Mat.  7,22.  Lord,  Lord,  have  voe  not  prophefied  in 
thy  name  f  ^ 

Doth  the  Spirit  of  God  fill  the  heart  of  the  aflured  Be- 
lever  with  joy  unfpcakable  and  full  of  Glory,  giving  thein 
through  faith  a  prelibation  or  foretafte  of  heaven  it  felf  in 
thofe  firft  fruits  of  it  ?  How  near  to  this  comes  that  which 
the  Apoftle  fuppofes  may  be  found  even  in  Apoftates !  Heb. 
6.8,p.  who  arc  there  faid,  to  tafte  the  good  word  of  God,  and 
the  powers  of  the  world  to  come.  What  lhall  I  fay  if  real 
Chriftians  delight  in  Ordinances ,  thofe  that  are  none  may 
alto  delight  in  approaching  to  God,  Ezek,  33.32.  It  may 
be  you  will  fay,  though  the  difference  be  not  eaCly  difeem- 
^le  m  their  adive  obedience  i  yet,  when  it  {hall  come  to 
luffering,  there  every  eye  may  difeern  it:  the  falfe  heart 
wftlrthen  flinch,  and  cannot  brook  that  work.  And  yet,  even 
the  IS  no  m&llible  rule  neithen  for  the  Apoftle  fuppofes' 
tRyUhe.Sal^ander  of  hypocrilie  may  live  in  the  very  flames’ 

ai  ^  Cor.  13.  3*  Iflfiveiny  body  to  be  burnt, 

I  and  have  not  charity.  And  it  was  long  fince  determined  in 
tins  cafe.  Non  pxna,  fed  cauja  facitMartyrem  ■,  fo  that  with- 

OTt^controverfie,  the  difficulty  of- diftinguiftiing  them  is  very 

And  this  difforcnce  will  yet  be  more  fubtile  and  undi- 
icernible ,  if  I  (hould  tell  yeu,  that  as  in  fo  many  things,  the 

- - -  hypo- 
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hypocrite  refembles  the  Saint  :  So  there  are  other  things 
in  which  a  real  Chriftian  may  ad:  too  like  an  hypocrite. 
When  we -find  a  Pharanh  confelling,  an  H^rod  pradiling,  as 
well  as  hearing,  a  Judaf  preaching  Chrift,  an  Alexander 
ventring  his  life  for  i  and  on  the  other  hde,  fhall  find 
a  condemning  that  in  another,  which  he  pradi{ed, 

himfelf  ^  an  Hezekjah  glorying  in  his  riches,  a  Peter  dilTem- 
bling,  and  even  all  the  Difciples  forfaking  Chrift  in  an  hour 
of  trouble  and  danger.  O  then  !  how  hard  is  it  for  the  eye 
of  man  to  difeern  betwixt  chaff  and  wheat?  how  many  up- 
right  hearts  are  now  cenfured,  whom  God  will  clear  ?  how 
many  falfe  hearts  are  now  approved,  whom  God  will  con¬ 
demn?  men  ordinarily  have  no  clear  con vidfive  proofs,  but 
only  probable  fymptoms,  which  at  mofl  can  beget  but  a  con- 
jedural  knowledge  of  anothers  flatc.  And  they  that  (hall 
peremptorily  judge  either  way,  may  poffibly  wrong  the  ge¬ 
neration  of  the  uprights  or  on  the  other  fide,  abfolve  and’ 
•juftifie  the  wicked.  And  truly,  confidering  what  hath  been 
faid  it  is  no  great  wonder  that  dangerous  miftakes  are  To 
frequently  made  in  this  matter.  But  though  man  cannot,  the 
Lord  both  can,  and  will  perfedly  diferiminate  them.  Ihe 
'  Lord  h^ovpeth  rvho  are  his ^  2  T/w.  2.  ip.  He  will  have  a  day 
1  perfedfly  to  fever  the  tares  from  the  wheat,  to  melt  off  the 
varnifh  of  the  moft  refplendent  and  refined-hypocrite,  and  to 
blow  off  the  afhes  of  infirmities,  which  have  covered  and 
obfeured  the  very  fparks  of  fincerity  in  his  people.  He  will 
make  fuch  a  divifion  as  was  never  yet  made  in  the  world, 
how  many  divifions  foever  there  have  been  in  it.  And  then 
-fhall  men  indeed  return.^  and  difeern  hetmxt  the  righteous  and 
the  xpick^dy  hetmxt  him  that  ferveth  God^  and  him  that  ferveth 
him  net.  Mean  while  (my  foul)  thou  canfi:  not  better  im- 
ploy  thy  felf,  whether  thou  be  found  or  unfound)  than  in  ma¬ 
king  thefe  reflexions  upon  thy  felf. 

REFLECTIONS. 


Nd  is  this  fo  ?  then  Lord  pardon  the  raflincfs  and  pre¬ 
cipitancy  of  my  cenforious  fpirit  s  for  I  have  often 

boldly 


■!'  i'l 


-i ; 


The  cenfori¬ 
ous  fouls  retie- 
diOD. 
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The  prefump- 
tuous  fouls  re* 
fleftion. 


boldly  anticipated  thy  judgment,  and  affumcd  thy  preroga¬ 
tive,  although  thou  halt  faid,  U^hy  doji  thou  judge  thy  brother  ? 
and  frhy  doft  thou  fet  at  nought  thy  brother  ?  we  /hall  all /land  be- 
fore  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrijl  \  for  it  if  vprhten^t^s  Ilive(  faith 
the  Lord  )  ever^^ee  jhaJl  bow  to  mSy  and  every  tongue  Jhall  con- 
fefs  to  God*  Let  us  therefore  not  judge  one  another  any  more^ 
Rom.  14.10,11,12,13.  And  again.  Hethat  judgeth  me 
is  the  Lord.  Let  us  therefore  judge  nothing  before  the  time-t  un¬ 
til!  the  Lord  come^  who  both  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things 
of  darknefsy  and  make  manifeji  the  counfels  of  the  heart  j  and 
then  '(hall  every  man  have  pratfe  of  God^  1  Cor.  4. 4,  5. 

What  if  God  will  own  fome  of  them  for  his  Sons ,  to 
whom  I  refufe  to  give  the  refped  of  brethren  i  I  may  pafs 
ha fty  and  headlong  cenfures  upon  others.,  but  where  is  my 
commiflfion  for  fo  doing  ?  I  want  not  only  a  commillion,  but 
fit  qualifications  for  fuch  a  work  as  this.  Can  I  pierce  into 
the  heart  as  God  >  Can  I  infallibly  difcover  the  hidden  mo¬ 
tives,  ends,  and  principles  of  a<fJions  ?  Befides,  O  my  foul  ! 
thou  art  confcious  of  fo  much  falfnefs  in  thy  felf,  that  were 
there  no  other  confideration  ,  that  alone  might  deter  thee 
from  all  uncharitable  and  hally  cenfures.  If  others  knew  but 
what  I  know  of  my  felf,  would  they  not  judge  as  feverely  of 
me,  as  I  do  of  others?  ' 

Though  1  may  not  judge  the  final  flate  of  another  ,  yet  I 
may  and  ought  to  judge  the  ftate  of  my  own  foul  *,  which  is 
doubtlefs  a  more  necelfary  and  concerning  work  to  me.  For 
fince  every  faving  grace  in  a  Chriftian  hath  its  counterfeit  in 
the  hypocrite;  Ifcw  needful  is  it,  for  thee,  (  O  my  foul )  to^ 
make  a  hand  here,  and  folemnly  to  ponder  this  great  quefti-: 
on  !  whether  thofe  things  whereon  I  depend  as  my  belt  evi-^ 
dencesfor  the  life  to  come,  be  the  real,  or  only  the  common., 
works  of  the  Spirit?  whether  they  be  fuch  as  can  now; 
endure  the  telVof  the  Word,  and  abide  a  fair  trial  at  the  bari 
of  my  own  confcience  ?  ■ 

Come  then,  my  foul !  fet  the  I!ord  before  thee,  to  whom 
the  fecrets  of  all  hearts  are  manifelt  *,  and  in  the  awful 
fence  of  that  great  day,  make  true  anfwer  to  thefe  heart-dif-, 
covering  queries  j  for  though  thou  canft  not  difeern  the 

difference 


difference  betwixt  thefe  things  in  another,  yet  thou  mayeft 
and  oughteft  to  difcern  i^in  thy  felfi  for  what  man  knows 
the  things  of  a  man ,  fave  the  fpirit  of  a  man  that  is  in 
him  ? 

Firft,  Is  my  obedience  uniform  ?  am  I,  the  fame  man  in  alj 
times,  places  and  companies  ?  or  rather,  am  I  not  exa^f  and 
curious  in  open  and,  publick  •»  remits  and  carelefs,  in  private 
and  fecret  duties  ?  fmpere  fouls  are  uniform  fouls,  Ffal.  up. 
6,  the  hypocrite  is  no  clpfet-man.  Mat.  d.  5. 

Secondly ,  Doth  that  which  I  call  grace  in  me ,  oppofe 
and  mortifie  ,  or  doth  it  not  rather  quietly  confift  with,  and 
protedf  my  lulls  and  corruptions  ?  true, grace  tolerates  no 
lull.  Gal.  5. 17.  '  No,  not  the  bofom  darling-cbrruptipn, 

Ffal.  18.23.  '  ' 

Thirdly,  Doth  that  which  I  call  my  grace,  humble, 
empty  and  abafe  my  foul  ?  or  rather,  doth  it  not  puff  it  up 
with  felf-conceltednefs  ?  all  faying  grace  is  humble , grace,; 
I  Cor.  15.10.  Bntthe fotilt»hich-if Jtf ted  upright 

Hab.  2.4.  ■  i'O  -  e!'  i  ii  r  r..  1 

Laflly,  Canft  thou  C  tny  foul )  rejoyce  and  blefs  God  for 

the  grace  ithparted  to  others  ?  and  rejoyce ,  if  any  defigti 
for  be  carried  on  in  the  world  by  other  hands?  or  ra¬ 
ther  ,  doll  thou  not  envie  thofe  that  ^cell  thee,  smd 

no  work  in  which  thou  art  notteen  ?  ,  ..f .  •  .  , 

But  flay  my  foul,  it  is  enough  :  If  thefe  be,^he  fubftan,-! 
tial  differences  betwixt  fpecial  and  common  grace  ,  I  more‘ 
than  doiAt,  I  (hall  not  endure  the  day  of  his  coming,  If'hofe 
fan  is  in  hand.  Do  not  thofe  fpots  appeartipon  me,  which 
are  not  the  fpots-of  his  children  ?- Wo  is  me,,  poor  wretch, 
the  charaders  of  death  are  upon  my  %! !  Lord,  add  ^  povyer 
to  the  form,  life  to  the  name  toUve,  prl<aicejto  the  know¬ 
ledge,  or  Iperilh  eternally  !  O  rather  give  me  the 
he^t  than  the  Angels  tongue  i  the  pooreft  breathing  of  my 
Spirit,  than  the  richeft  ornaments  of  common  gifts  I  let  me 
tieither  deceive  my  felf  or  others,  in  matters  of  fo  deep,  and 
everlaftingcofequence  1  ’  ,  . 
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The  Tom* 


I’  N  Eaftern  Countries, .as  good  Authors  write, 

•  Tarer. in  theirfpringing  up  appear  to  fight » 

Not  liKe  It  felfi  a  weed' v  but  real  wheat'i 
Whofe  ftape,  and  form  it  counterfeits  fo  neat  V 
Though  ’twould  require  a  moll  judicious  eye, 

The  one  from  t’other  to  diverfifie. 

Till  both  to  fome  maturity  be  grown,  ’  • 

,  And'theirthe  differenceiscafily  known. 

'oOto  13.30.  EVenthus'Cn)  hypocrifiethatcurfedweed,.  ^ 

Springs  up  fo  like  true  grace,  that  he  will  need  < 

More  than  a  common  infight  in  this  cafe,  -  ' 

That  faith  this  is  not,  that  is  real  grace. 

NeVedid  thecunnlng  Ador,  though  a  flave  -  •  ' 

Amy?d‘ih  princely  robes;’  himfelf  behave  - '  ■ ,  i 
So.like  a  King ;  as  this  doth  ad  the  part  , 

|i  -  Of  frying  gtact»  by  its  deep  hellilh  art.'  * 

b;Lufc7.38.  Dograclousibuls-Ca)  ^?^,  mourn  and  weep  tor  im,  , 

k;sam  is-a4.  Tlielikein  (3)  hypocrto  obferv’d  ^  j 

I  Pet.  1.8.  'Iftvcthcythenr  (4>  eomforts,  )Gy&,  and  raqptures  % 

!r<  J  loh.  ^  i  With  them  in  comforts  hypocHfres  do  roeetw  v.  .  - 

1  In  ail  R’c%ibus'd utics,  ^  they*  can  go  " '  ?  ^  ^ ^ 


.  i 


('^jNum.a4.4. 


A,s  far  as  Sahits  >  *  in  (btnc  things  farther  t(^. 

They  fpeak  like  Angels,  (^)  and  you’l  think  Witma 
The  very  fpirit  of  Chriftv  and  grace  hath  hih.  • 
They  corne  fo  iTeer>  thait  fome  Hk^  Jfaao  take 

Jacob ioT  tfau y 

And  boldly  call  Ctheh  eyes  with  his  being  d^^^ 

True  grace  hypocrifiei  and  duty  fin. 

Yea^  many  alfo  Jacob  like  embrace 
Leah  fox  Lachety  common  gifts  for  grace.  ; 

And  m*  theU  bofoms  hug  it,  till  the  light  ! 

Difeover  their  miftake  j  and  clear  their  fight.  - 
And  then  like  him,  confounded  tfiey  will  cry, 

Alis  1  curs’d  hypocrifie. 


Guide 


The  htavin^.  vfe-of.  ear 


”5 


Guide  me  my  God,  that  I  may  not  in  fiead 
Of  faving  grace,  nurfe  up  this  cutfedi  weed. 
O  let  my  heart  by  thee  at  laft  be  found 
Sincere,  and  all  thy  workings  on  it  found. 


.  C  H  A  P.  IX. 

f 

V 

FotvIs^  weeds^  and  blajiings  do  your  corn  annoy ^ 
Even  Jo  Ctorruftions  tponld  your  grace  dejiroyy 
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upon  the 
dangers  inci< 
“dent  to  corn 
from  feed- 
time  to  Har* 
veft. 


OBSERVATION.  ^  i 

*T^ere  are  <amongft  many  others)  three  critical  md 
A  dangerous  periods,  betwixt  the  leed*tlme  and  Ha^ 
reft.  The  firfts  when  com  is  newly  committed  to  the  earth. 

ill  that  lies  uncovered  Is  quickly  plckt  up  by  the  bttds and 

Kii#  flioYielv  covered  «  is  ftOCRt  up  as 


11  tnac  lies  uncovereo  is^un-M.y  :  v  i  — i 

nuch  of  that  which  is  but  (lightly  covered ,  fe  fl<^t  up^  as 
bon  as  it  b^lns  to  fprout ,  by  Rooks  and  other  devouring 
owls,  Mat.  13.4..  but  if  it  efcape  the  fowls,  and  gets  rcrot 
n  the  earth,  yet  then  is  it  hazarded  by  noxio^  weeds,: 
vhich  purloin  and  fuck  away  its  nourilhment,  whim  itds 
n  the  tender  blade.  If  hy  the  care  of  the  vigilant  Husband- 
nan  it  be  freed  from  choaking  weeds  i  yet  laftly ,  aS  great 
i  danger  as  any  of  the  former  Hill  attends  it  i  for  oftentimes, 
vhilft  it  is  blowing  in  the  ear,  blaftings,  an^d  n3>l<J^ws,  (mite 
t  in  the  ftalk,  which  cuts  off  the  juice  and  fap  that  Ihpuld  af- 
:end  to  nourilh  the  e«  i  and  fo  (hrivds  and  dries  ^upj. the, 
;rain  whilft  it  is  yet  immature,  whereby  it  becomeslikethofc 
arsof  com  in  vifionr,  ufoich  were  thin,  and  blaft- 

d  whh  the  Eaft  wind  i  or  like  the  ears  the  fpeaks  of 

ipon  the  houfe  top,  wherewith  the  reaper  hlleth  not  his, 
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T^Rue  grace  from  the  ipfaticy  to  the  perfedion  thereof 
J.  conflidts  with  far  more  greater  dangers,  amongft 
which  it  anfwerably  meets  with  three  dangerous  periods! 
which  marvelloufly  hazard  It:  fo  that  it  is  a  much  greater’ 
wonder  that  it  ever  arrives  at  its  juft  perfedion.  For  i.  no 
fooner  hath  the  great  Husbandman  difteminated  thefe  holy 
feeds  in  the  regenerate  heart,  but  multitudes  of  impetuous 
corruptions  immediately  affault,  and  would  certainly  de¬ 
vour  them  UHe  the  fowls  of , the  air,'  did  not  the  fame  arm 
that  fowed  them,  alfo  proted  them.  It  fares  with  grace,  as. 
with  Cbrift  its  Author,  whom  Herod  fought  to  deftroy  in  his 
very  infancy.  The  new^ creature  is  fcarce  warm  in  its  (eat, 
before  it  muft  fight  to  defend  its  felf.  This  conflict:  is  excel¬ 
lently  fet  forth  In  that  famous  Text,  G^/.  5.17.  The  flejh 
lufietb  agaii^  the  fpi/h^  and  jbe  fpirit,agawfi  the  flejh y  md^ 
ibeje are  confrary  the, one  to  the  othet\  Jo  that  ye  cannot  do  the 
things  that  y  e  ipoiild, .  >  :  .  “  ;  i  ^  • 

.flefh  here  ,  linderftand  the  corruption  of  nature  by 
original  (in ,  and  the  finful  motions  thereof  v  by.  fpirity  not 
the  foul ,  or  natural  fpirit  of  man ,  but  the  fpirit  of  God  in 
man,  viz.  thofc  graces  in  men  ,  which  are  \^e^wbrkman(hip 
oftheSpirltj  and  therefore  called  by  his  name.  The  oppo- 
(ition  betwixt  thefe  two  is  expreffed  by  lufting  (/  e. )  defiring  ‘ 
the  mutual  ruine  and  deftrudion  of  each  other  >  for  even  when 

\ 

S 

] 

\ 

they  are  not  ading,  yet  then  they  are  lufting,  there  is  an  op- 
polite  difpotition  againft  each  other »  which  oppofition  is 
both  z  formal  and  an  effejdive  oppofition.  There  ^re  two  con- 

i 

trary  forms  to  men  in  every  Saint ,  Col.  3^5?,  10.  rrom 
hence  an  effedive.  oppofition  muft  needs  follow  >  for  as 
things  are  in. their  natures  and  principles,,  fo  they  are.  in  thdr 
operations  and  effedsi  workings  always  follow  beings ;> 
fire  and  water  are  of.  two  contrary  qualities ,  .and  when  they' 
meet,  they  eifedively  oppofe  each  otlier.  Sin  and  grace  are 
(b  oppotite,  that  if  fin  (hould  ccafe  to  oppofe  grace,  it 
would  ceafe.  to  be  fin  >  and  if  grace  (hould  not  oppofe  fin,, 

it 

Tbeheavenlj  ufe  of  earthly  things. 
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it  would  ceafe  to  be  grace.  And  this  doth  much  more  en¬ 
danger  the  work  of  grace,  than  any  other  enemy  it  hath  i 
becaufe  it  works  againft  it  more  inrvardly ,  conftaittly,  and 
advautagioujiy,  than  any  thing  elfe  can  do.  i.  More  inward¬ 
ly  i  for  it  hath  its  being  and  working  in  the  fame  foul  where 
grace  dwells,  yea,  in  the  felf  fame  faculties,  fo  that  it  not  on¬ 
ly  fets  one  faculty  agaiilft  another,  but  the  fame  faculty  againft 
it  felf,  the  underftanding  againft  the  underftanding,  and  the 
will  againft  the  will,  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  good,  nor 
yet  the  evil  that  you  would  i  not  the  good  that  ye  would, 
becaufe  when  the  fpirit  moves  to  good ,  and  beats 
up'.  the  heart  by  divine  pulfations ,  exciting  it  to  duty, 
the  flefh  croifes  and  oppofes  it  there  and  if  it  can¬ 
not  totally  hinder  the  performance  of  a  duty ,  yet  it 
lames  the  foul  upon  the  working  hand ,  whereby  the  per- 
fortnance  is  not  to  fpiritual,  free  and  compofed,  as  it  delires  s 
nor  yet  the  evil  that  you  would  commit  >  if  grace  were  not 
there,  becaufe  when  lull  ftirs  in  its  firft  motions,  grace  puts 
arub’in  its  way.  Hoa>  can  I  do  this  great  mc\ednefs,  and  fin 
againfi  God?  Gen.  3p.  p.  And  if  it  cannot  (  which  for  the 
moft  part  it  doth  }  hinder  the  a^ing  of  fin,  yet  it  fo  engages 
the  will  acainft  it,  that  it  is  not  committed  with  complacen- 
S  a^d  full  contend.  7.15-  Whatldo  lallot,  not.  a.  It 
oppofes  it  more  confiantlyt  it’s  like  a  continual  dropping .  fa 
man  can  no  more  fly  from  this  enemy  ,  than  from  himfelfi 
There  is  a  time  when  the  Devil  leaves  tempting.  Mat.  4;  1 1. 
rbut  no  time  when  corruption  ceates  from  working.  And 
laftly,  it  oppofes  grace  more  advantagiou^y  thw  any  other 
enemy  can  do  ,  for  it  is  not  only  alwayes  in  the  fame  foul 
with  it,  but  it  is  there  naturally  i  it  hath  the  advantage  of 
the  foul  which  fuits  with  it.  And  yet,  O  the  wonder  ot  free 
grace !  it  is  not  fwallowed  up  in  vidtory,  it  efcapes  this  hazard. 

But  C2ly0  it  ^oon  meets  with  anotherj  though  it  efcape 
this,  even  by  temptations  which  ftrike  defperately  at  me 
very  life  of  its  for  thefe  like  the  weeds  with  feemingly 
loving  imbraces ,  clafp  about  it  s  and  did  not  the  faithful 
God  now  make.a  way  to  efcape ,  inftead  ot  an  hatveft ,  we 
fliouldhave  an  heap;  For,  alas,  what  are  we.  to  wreftle 
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-wjthprincjpaMties  and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wickednefles  in 
•high places?  ,  ■■ 

Laftly,  fad  relapfcs  like  blafts  and  ruftingsdo  often  fade 
and  greatly  endanger  it,  when  it’s  even  ready  for  the  Harveft. 
Thus  it  fell  out  with  whofe  lailways  were  not  like 

his  firfti  and  yet  by  this,  thefe  holy  fruits  are  not  utterly  de- 
ftroyed,  becaufe  it  is  the  feed  of  God-i  and  fo  is  immottal, 
I  John  5.  4,  5.  and  alio  becaufe  the  promifes  of  perfeve- 
rance  and  vidory  made  to  It,  cannot  be  fruftrated ;  amoneft 

\ 

wnicn  tncic ^rc  10,  Jef»  34*  4^*  i  Oof» 

1.8,  Tfal.  1.3.  Ffal.  125. 1.  John.  4.14.  So  that  here  is 
matter  of  unfpeakable  .comfort  i  though  the  ffe(h  fay 
Ep  deficiam:  I  will  fell  thee  i  though  ihe  world  fay,  -Eoo  de- 
cipiawy  I  will  deceive  thee  i  though  the  devil  fay.  Ego  mp/- 
piam,\  will  fnatch  thee  away  v  yet  as  long  as  Chriji  faith, I  s^ll 
.never  leave  thee  nor  iorlakethee ,  thv  straces  are  fecurck  in 
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midll  of  all  thefe  enemies. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

U 

The  Apofta‘cs 
ileficdiOD. 

■THis  foul  of  mine  was  once  plowed  up  by  convidion, 
A  and  fown  C  asl  thought)  with  the  feed  of  God.  In 
thoie  days  many  purpcjfes  and  good  refolutions  began  to  chink 
and  bud  forth,  promifing  a  blcfled  Harveft;  But  O!  fwith 
what  condernation  and  horror  (hould  I  fpeak  it  i  )  the  cares 
and  pleafures  of  this  life  -,  the  ludsand  corruptions  of  mv 

1 

« 

bafe  heart  fpringing  up,  have  quite  deftroyed  and  chpakt  it  i 

by  which  it  appears,  it  was  not  the  feed  of  God,  as  I  then 
imagin  d  it  to  be  i  and  now  my  expeded  harveft  (hall  be  an 

I 

1 

T  u  j  ^  y  defperate  forrow,  Ifa,  17.  u, 

1  had  convidions,  .but  they  are  gone :  troubles  for  Cm,  con- 
fcienceof  duties,  but  ail  is  blafted,  and  my  foul  is  now  as  a 

barren  held,  which  God  hath  curfed. 

[ 

1 

i 

# 

Wo  is  me  1  I  have  revolted  from  God ,  and  now  that 
dreadful  word  Jfr.  tsevidently  fulfilled  upon  m:  i 

Eor  lam  hkf  the  heath  m  the. defm.  that  feeth  not  when  good 

"f  ,  ’tthtthitf  the  parched  placet  of  the  wilde^efr. 

i  • 

!. 

AldS  .  dll  my  formal  and  heartlels  duties  were  but  as  fo  many 

fcare. 

_  rt  . 
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fcare-crows  in  the  field,  which  could  not  defend  thefe  flight 
workings  from  being  devoured  by  the  infernal  fowls.  Had 
thefe  principles  been  the  feed  of  God,  no  doubt  they  would 
have  continued  and  overcome  the  world,  i  John  2.  ip. 
Wretched  foul !  thy  cafe  is  fad,  it  will  be  better  with  the  un¬ 
cultivated  wildernefs,  than  with  fuch  a  mifearrying  foyl,  un- 
lefe  the  great  Husbandman  plow  thee  up  the  fecond  time,  and 
fow  thy  heart  with  better  feed. 

Andare  the  corruptionsof  my  heart  to  grace,  what  fowls, 
weeds,  and  mildews  are  to  the  corn  ?  O  what  need  have  I 
then  to  watch  my  heart  j  and  keep  it  with  all  diligence  >  for 
in  the  life  of  that  grace  is  wrapt  up  the  life  of  my  foul.  He 
that  carries  a  candle  in  his  hand  in  a  blulhring  flormy  night, 
had  need  to  cover  it  clofe,  leil  it  be  blown  out,  and  he  left 
iin  darknefs.  O  let  me  never  fay,  God  hath  promifed  itfhall 
perfevere,  and  therefore  I  need  not  be  fo  folicitous' to  pre- 
(^rve  it>  forasthisinference  isquite  oppofitc  to  the  nature 
of  trCie  grace  and  aflurance  ,  which  never  encourage  to  care- 
•lefnefs,  but  provoke  the  foul  to  an  induflrious  ufeof  means 
to  preferve  it.  So,  it  is  in  in  it  felf  an  irrational  anffenflefs 
'conclufion,  which  will  never  follow  from  any  Scripture  pro-* 
mife;  for  although  it  is  r^eadily  granted,  that  God  hath 
Inade  many  comfortable  anm^eet  ^romifes  to  the  graces  of 
jhis  people,  yet  we  muft  exped  to  enjoy  the  beiiefits  and  blef- 
fings  of  all  thofe  proraifes,  in  that  way  ahdf  order  in  which 
;  God  hath  promifed.  them  *,  and  that  is  in  the  careful  and  di- 
;  ligent  ufe  of  thofe  means  which  he  hath  preferibed,  Szek^,  3  6. 

for  promifes  do  not  exclude,  but  imply  the  ufe  of 
means,  Ads  27.  3  i.  1  know  my  life  is  determined  to  a  day, 
to  an  hour  and  I  (hall  live  out  every  minute  God  hath  ap- 
^  pointed i  butyet,  I  am  bound  to  provide  food,  rayment  and 
■  Phyhek  to  preferve  it. 

'  To  conclude,  let  all  doubting  Chriftians  refled  ferioufly 
upon  this  truth,  and  fuck  marrow  and  fatnefs  out  of  it  to 
ftrcngthen  and  eflablifh  them  againfi  all  their  fears  i  your 
life,  your  fpiritual  life,  hath  for  many  years  hanged  in  (uf- 
pence  before  you  *,  and  you  have  often  faid  with  David  ,  1 
(liall  one  day  fall  by  the  hand  of  SauL  Defponding,  trem¬ 
bling 
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blingfoul,  lift  up  thine  'eyes  and  look  upon  ,the  fields  s  the 
‘  corn  lives  hill,  and  grows  up  :  though  birds  have.watcht  to 
I  devour  if,  fnows  have  covered  it,  beads  have  cropt  it,  weeds 
haye  almoft  choakt  it,  yet  it’s  preferved, '  And  hath  not  God 
more  care  of  that  precious  feed  of  his  own  fpirit  in  thee, 
than  any  Husbandman  hath  of  his  corn  ?  hath  he  not  faid,. 
ihat  having  begun  the  good  vpork^  in  thee  \  he  will  ferfeU  it  to 
\the  day  qfChrifl  ?  Phil.  2.  d.  Hath  he  not  faid,  Igtve  unto 
them  eternal  life^  and  they  jh all  never  ferijh  ?  John  12.28. 
Haft  thou  not  many  times^  feid ,  and  thought  of  it,  as  thou 
doft  now,  and  yet  it  lives  ?  O,  what  matter  of  unfpeakable 
joy  and  comfort  is  this  to  upright  fouls !  Well  then,  be  not 
difcouraged,  for  thou  doft  not  run  as  one  uncertain, nor  fight 
I  as  one  that  beats  the  air,  i  Cor.  p<2^.  but  the  foundation 
of  God  (lands  fure,  having  thisfeal,  the  Lord  knows  who 
are.  his,  2  "tim.  2.  ip.  Though  thy  grace  be  weak,  thy 
God  is  ftrong,  though  the  dream  feem  fomtimes  to  fail,  yet 
I  it’s  fed  by  an  evcrlafting  flowing  fountain. 


('ijMar.  15.7« 
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The  Poem, 

’  '"l^Is  juftly  wondered  that  an  ear  of  corn, 

X  Should  come  at  laft  in  fafty  to  the  Barn; 

It  runs  through  many  hazards,  threatning  harms 
Betwixt  the  fowers  hands,  and  reapers  arms. 

The  earth  no  fooner  takes  it  from  the  fack 
But  you  may  fee  behind  the  fowers  back 
A  troop  of  (i)  thieves,  which  would  at  once  deftroy 
That  feed  in  which  lies  hid  the  feed  of  joy. 

This  dangerous  period  paft,  it  foon  doth  fall 
Into  a  fecond  no  lefs  critical.  _ 

It  (hooteth  forth  the  tender  blade,  and  then 
The  noxious  (2)  weeds  encumber  it  agen. 

Thefe  clafp  about  it  till  they  kindly  choak 
The  corn,  as  flattering  Ivy  doth  the  oak. 
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Are  weeds  deflroyed,  and  all  that  danger  paft  ? 
Lo  now  another  conoes,  the  worft  at  laft. 

For  when  fth  ear  it  blows>  begins  to  kern. 

As  mildew  (3)  fmites  it  which  youcan^t  difcern  > 
Nor  any  way  prevent,  till  all  be  loftj 
The  corn  deftroy’d  with  all  your  hopes  and  coft. 
Thus  faving  grace,  that  precious  feed  of  joy  *, 
Which  hell  and  nature  plot  (4)  howtodeftroy, 
Efcapes  ten  thoufand  (5)  dangers  firft  and  laft. 

O  who  can  fay  now  all  the  danger’s  pall:  ? 

’Tis  like  a  crazy  bark  toft  in  a  ftorm. 

Or  like  a  Taper  which  is  ftrangely  born 
Without  a  lanthorn>  in  a  bluftring  night » 

Or  like  to  glimmering  fparks  whofe  dying  light 
Is  ftill  preferv’d :  The  roaring  waves  fwell  high 
Like  moving  mountains  in  the  darkned  sky 
On  their  proud  backs  the  little  bark  is  even 
Mounted  unto  the  battlements  of  heaven. 

From  thence  diimounted  to  the  deeps  doth  Aide 
Receiving  water  upon  every  fide  *> 

Yet  he  whofe  voice  the  proudeft  waves  obey 
Brings  it  at  laft  into  the  quiet  key. 

The  bluftring  winds  ftrive  with  a  fatal  puif^ 

To  bring  the  taper  to  a  ftinking  fnuif  > 

Their  churliih  blafts  extinguilh  it,  and  then  > 

Our  gentle  breath  recovers  it-agen. 

The  fainting  fparks  beneath  the  afhes  lye, 

Where  choaktand  fmother’d  they  begin  to  dye » 
But  thefe  collected,  we  do  gently  blow. 

Till  from  faint  fparks  to  lively  flames  they  grow. 
Even  thus  is  grace  preferv’d,  thus  kept  alive  j 
By  conftant  wonders,  Grace  doth  live  and  thrive. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Our  Hushandmetf  for  Harvejl  rvait  and  fiay, 
0  let  mtanji  Saint  do  kfs  than  they. 


OBSERVATION. 


►THE  expeftation  of  a  good  k 

1  Husbandman  with  untired  patience  to  digeft  all  his  la- 
Kniirc  he  that  oloufths,  ploughs  in  hope,  i  Cor»  6.  ip.  and 
Sev  are  no?  fo  Uratinal  to  tLk.they  lhall  prefently  be  par¬ 
takers  of  their  hope,  nor  fo  foolilh  to  anticipate  the  Uarveft, 

bv  cutting  down  their  corn  before  it  be  fully  ripened  but 

aK  content  to  plow,  fow  and  weed  it ,  and  when  it  s  ful  y 
ripe,  then  they  go  forth  into  their  fields  and  reap  it  down 

with  jpy* 


A  F 


PLICATION. 


Can  a  little  Corn  canfe  men  to  digeft  fo  many  difficult 
labours,  andmake  them  wait  with  invinciWe  patience 

till  the  reaping  time  come  ?  much  more 
tion  of  eternal  glory  fteel  and  fortify,  my  fpirit  againit  aii 

intercurrent  hardlhips  and  difficulties.  It 
a  Chriftian  to  be  of  an  hafty  and  impatient  fpirit.  _  | 
forrn  for  the  righteouf,  and  fy  fpr  the  uprtgft  tn  heart  Pia  m 

Q2.II.  Behold  the  Husbandman  tratteth.,  &c.  Jam.  5. 7* 

patient  therefore  my  Brethren,  for  the  coming  of  the  or  rcms 
^neer.  There  are  three  great  arguments  to  perfwade  Chri- 

ftiansto  alongfufferingand  patient  frame  under  fufterings. 
(I)  The  example  of  thrift,  Ifa.  53.7*  tothink  how  quiet¬ 
ly  he  fuffered  all  injuries  and  difficulties  with  invincible  pa¬ 
tience,  is  fufficient  to  (hame  the  belt  of  Chriftianss  who^are 

of  fuchfhortfpirits.-  I  have  read,  of  one  a  noble 
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man,  that  when  his  wife  wondred  at  his  exceeding  great 
patience  in  bearing  injuries  5  he  thus  anfwered  her  ,  You 
know  fometimes  my  heart  is  ready  to  rife  with  indignation 
againh  fuchaswrong  me,  but  I  prefently  begin  to  think  of 
the  wrongs  that  Chrifi:  fuffered,  and  fay  thus  to  my  felf ,  al¬ 
though  thy  fervant  ihould  pluck  thy  beard,  and  fmite  thee 
on  the  face,  this  were  nothing  to  what  thy  Lord  fuffered  : 
he  fuffered  more  and  greater  things  >  arid  affure  your  felf 
(wife)  I  never  leave  off  thinking  on  the  injuries  done  to  my 
Saviour,  till  fuch  time  as  my  mind  be  ftill  and  quiet.  *  To  this 
purpofe  it  was  well  noted  by  Bernard^  fpeaking  of  Chrift’s 
humility?  was  Chrift  the  Lord  of  Glory  thus  humbled 
and  emptied  ofhisfulnefs  of  Glory  ?  and  (hall  fuch  a  worm 
as  I  fwell  ?  (2)  Thedefert  of  fin,  Lam,  3.  3^.  TP^by  doth  the 
living  man  complain  ?  It  was  a  good  faying  of  bleffed  Green- 
bam:  When  fin  lies  heavy,  afflidion  lies  light.  And  it  is  a' 
famous  inftance  which  Dr.  "taylor  gives  us  of  the  I>uk,e  of 
Condey\  I  have  read  (  faith  he  )  when  the  Vnkp  of  Condia 
had  voluntarily  entred  into  the  incommodities  of  a  Religious 
poverty  and  retirement  *>  he  was  one  day  fpied  and  pitied  by 
a  Lord  of  Italy^  who  out  of  tendernefs  wifht  him  to  be  more 
careful  and  nutritive  of  his  peribn  ?  the  good  Dukp  anfwer¬ 
ed,  Sir,  be  not  troubled,  and  think  not  that  lam  ill  provi¬ 
ded  of  conveniencies?  for  I  fend  an  harbinger  before  me 
that  makes  ready  my  lodgings,  and  takes  care  that  I  be 
royally  entertained.  The  Lord  asked  him  who  was  his 
Harbinger  ?  He  anfwered,  the  knowledg  of  my  felf,  and 
the  confideration  of  what  I  deferve  for  my  fins ,  which  is 
eternal  torments  ?  and  when  with  this  knowledge  I  arrive  at 
my  lodging,  how  unprovided  foever  I  find  it ,  methinks  it 
is  ever  better  than  I  deferve  >  and  as  the  fenfeof  fin  which  me¬ 
rits  hell,  fweetens  prefent  difficulties;  So,  (to  come  home 
to  the  prefent  fimilitnde)  do  the  expedations,  and  hopes  of 
a  blefied  harveft,  and  reward  in  Heaven.  This  made  Abraham 
willing  to  wander  up  and  down  many  years  as  a  firanger  in 
the  world  ^  for  he  looked  for  a  City  that  hath  foundations, 
whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God.  The  hopes  of  fuch  a  harveft 
is  incouragement  enough  to  work  hard,  and  wait  long  ?  yet 
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fome  Chriftians  are  fo  impatient  of  it,  that  they  would  fain 
be  reaping  before  the  time  v  but  as  God  hath  by  an  unaltera¬ 
ble  of  nature,  appointed  both  the  feafons  of  Seedtime 
and  Harveft  (  which  are  therefore  called  the  appointed  weeks 
of  the  harveft)  Jer,  5.24.  and  thefe  cannot  be  hahen’d  >  but 
when  we  have  done  all  that  we  can  on  our  part,  muft  wait  till 
God  fend  the  former  and  latter  rain,  and  given  every  natu¬ 
ral  caufe  its  effedf.  So  is  it  in  reference  to  our  fpiritual  har- 
veft  \  we  are  appointed  to  fweat  in  the  ufe  of  all  God  s  ap¬ 
pointments  ,  and  when  we  have  done  alb  muft  patiently 
wait  till  the  divine  decrees  be  accompliflied,  and  the  time  of 
the  promife  be  fully  come ,  In  due  time  we  (hall  reap  5  if  we 
faint  not.  To  which  patient  expedation,  and  quiet  w^ait- 
ing  for  the  glory  to  come,  thefc  following  coriiiderations-are 
of  excellent  ufe. 

As  the  Husbandman  knows  when  the  feed  time  is  paft, 
it  will  not  be  long  to  the  harvefti  and  the  longer  he  waits, 
the  nearer  hill  it  is.  So  the  Chriftian  knows.  It  if  hut  yet  a 
little  Yphile^  and  he  that  Jhall  come^  will  comcy  and  will  not 
tarry^  Heb.  i  o.  37.  And  that  now  his  Salvation  is  nearer  than 
when  he  fir jl  believed^  Rom.  13.  1 1.  What  a  fraall  point  of 
time  is  our  waiting  time,  compared  with  eternity  ?  yet  a  few 
dayes  more,  and  then  comes  the  long  expedfed  and  welcome 
ha  r  veil. 

The  Husbandman  can  find  other  work  to  do  ,  before  the 
reaping-time  come  *,  he  need  not  (land  idle  ,  though  he  can¬ 
not  yet  reap.  And  cannot  a  Chriftian  find  any  work  to  do  for 
God,  till  he  comes  to  Heaven  ?  O,  there  is  much  work  to  do 
and  fuch  work  as  is  only  proper  to  .this  feafon.  You  may 
now  reprove  fin,  exhort  to  duty,  fuccour  the  difirefied,  this 
is  good  work,  and  this  is  your  only  time  for  fuch  work  ?  the 
whole  of  eternity  will  be  taken  up  mother  imployments,-  1 
think,  it  meet  (faith  Teter)  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  tabernacle^  to 
fiir  up  your  minds ^  k^towingfijortly^  that  Imufi  put  ojf  this  taber* 
nacle^^  2  ?et,  1. 13, 14.  q.  d,  1  know  I  have  but  a  little  time 
to  work,  among  you,  I  am  almoft  at  heaven  >  and  therefore 
am  willing  to  husband  this  prefent  moment  as  well  as  I  can 
for  YOU.-  O  Chriftians !  you  need  not  ftand  idle,  lookxound 

about 
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about  you  upon  the  multitude  of  forlorn  finners,  fpeak  now  i 
CO  them  for  God,  fpeak  now  to  God  for  them  i  for  (hortly 
you  (hall  fo  fpeak  no  more,  you  (hall  fee  them  no  more-  till 
you  fee  them  at  ChrilFs  Bar  V  God  leaves  you  here  for  their 
fakes,  up  and  be  doing ;  If  you  had  done  all  you  were  to  do 
for  your  felves  and  them,  he  would,  have  you  to  heaven  im¬ 
mediately  ,  you  (hould  not  wait  a  moment  longer  for  your 
glory. 

Husbandmen  know,-  though  they  cannot  yet  gather  in  the 
precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  yet  all  this  while  they  are  ripen- 
ingand  preparing  for  the  harvel^i  they  would  not  houfe  it 
green,  or  take  it  before  its  time.  And  is  not  this  alfo  my 
preparation  time  for  glory  ?  As  God  prepared  heaven  for 
his  people,  by  an  eternal  Mat.  25.34,  by  an  ad  of 

cteMion,,  Heb.  ii.  10.  by  the  death  of  Chriil ,  which  made 
a  purchafe  of  it,  Heh,  10.  ip,  20.  and  by  hisafcenfion  into  it, 
John  14.  2, 3.  So  the  reafon  why.  we  are  kept  here,  is  in  or¬ 
der  to  our  fitting  for  it.  Heaven-is  ready,  but  we  are  not  ful¬ 
ly  ready,  the  Barn  is  fit  to  receive  the  corn,  but  the  corn  is 
not  yet  fitto  be  gathered  into  it.  But  for  this  felf  fame  thing 
Godls  Hon?ivorkjng  hj^  2  Cor.  5.  5.  he  is  every  day  at  work, 
by  Ordinances,  and  by  providences,  to  perfed  his  work  in 
us,  and  as  foon  as  that  is  finifiied,  we  (hall  hear  a  voice  like 
that,  Bev,  1 1 . 1 2  i  Come  up  hither ^  and  immediately  vpe  (hall 
he  in  the,  fpirit :  for  how  ardently  foever  we  long  for  that  de-  | 
(irable  day,  Chrift  longs  for  it  more  than  we  can  do. 

The  Husbandman  is  glad  of  the  firfi  fruits ,  that  encoura¬ 
ges  him,  though  the  gieateft  part  be  yet  out  ^  and  have  not 
you  received  the  firfi  fruits  of  that  glory  ?  have  you  not  ear- 
nefis,  pledges,  and  firft  fruits  of  it  ?  ’Tis  your  own  fault,  if 
every  day  you  feed  not  upon  fuch  blcffed  comforts  of  the  fpi- 
rit,  Rom,  8.23.  Rom.  5.  2.  i  Fet.  8.  p,.  O  how  might  the 
interpofing  time,  even  all  the  days  of  your  patience  here,  be  , 
fweetned  with  fuch  prelibations  of  the  glory  to  come  ! 

Husbandmen  know  'tis  belt  to  reap,  when  ""tis  fit  to  reap , 
one  handful  fully  ripe,  is  worth  many  (heaves  of  green  corn. 
And  you  know,  heaven  will  be  fweetefi  to  you,  when  you 
are  moft  fit  for  it  *,  the  child  would  pluck  the  apple  while  it’s 

-  gtcen,; 
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green,  but  he  might  gather  it  eaher,  and  tafte  it  Tweeter, 
by  tarrying  longer  for  it-  We  would  fain  be  glorihed  perfal^ 
turn.  When  we  have  got  a  taif  of  heaven,  we  are  all  in  haft 
V  >  Jto  be  gone.  Then,  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  /  I  would 
flie  away,  and  be  at  reft.  Then  we  cry  to  God  for  our  felves, 
zs  Mofes  (or  his  Miriam^  Heal  her  [HeivJ  0  God^  I  be* 
'  feechthee^  Numb.  12.13.  Glorify  me  now,  O  Lord,  I  pray 
^  ^  thee  !  But  furely,  as  God  hath  contrived  thy  glory  in  the  beft 

of  ways,  fo  he  hath  appointed  for  thee  the  htteftof  feafons^ 
and  when  ever  thou  art  gathered  into  glory,  thou  fhak  come 
as  a  fliock  of  corn  in  its  feafon.  '  <iq  b 


REFLECTIONS. 


The  longing 
fouls  reflexi¬ 
on. 


I  Have  waited  for  thy  falvation,  O  God  I  Hiving  received 
thy  hrft  fruits,  my  foul  longs  to  fill  its  bofome  with,  the 
full  ripe  (heaves  of  glory.  As  the  heart  panteth  for  the  water 
broods ^  fo  panteth  my  foul  for  thee,  O  God  !  O,  when  (hall  I 
comeand  appear  before  God  ?  I  defire  to  be  diflblved  ,  and 
to  be  with  Chrift.  When  (hall  I  fee  that  moft  lovely  face  ? 
When  {ball  I  hear  his  fbul-tranfporting  voice  ?  Some  need 
patience  to  die,  I  need  it  as  much  to  live  !  Thy  fights,  O 
God,  by  faith,  have  made  this  world  a  burden,  this  body  a 
burden,  and  this  foul  to  cry  like  thirfty  David,  O  that  one 
would  give  me  of  the  waters  of  Bethlehem  to  drink  !  The 
Husbandman  longs  for  his  Harveft,  becaufe  it  is  the  reward 
of  ail  his  toyl  and  labour?  but  what  is  his  harveft  to  mine  ? 
what  is  a  little  corn  to  the  enjoyment  of  God  ?  What  is  the 
joy  of  Harveft,  to  the  joy  of  Heaven  ?  what  are  the  (houtings 
of  men  in  the  fields,  to  the  acclamations  of  glorified  fpirits 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God?  Lord,  I  have  gone  forth  bearing 
more  precious  feed  than  they?  when  fhall  I  return  rejoyce- 

(heaves  with  me  ?  Their  Harveft  comes 
when  they  receive  their  corn,  mine  comes  when  I  leave  it. 
O)  much  delired  Harveft!  O  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  my 
heart !  How  long  Lord  ?  How  long  ?  Here  I  wait  as  the 
poor  man  at  Bethefdah  s pool,\ochw^  when  rny  turn  will  come, 
but  every  one  fteps  into  heaven  before  me?  yet  Lord,  lam 

content 
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2. 


The  Iingring 
fouls  rel1e^i»' 


on. 


‘content  to  wait  till  my  time  be  fully  come.  I  would  be  con¬ 
tent  to  fi:ay  for  my  glorificatiofty  till  I  have  finiiht  the  work 
of  my  generation  i  and  when  I  have  done  the  will  of  God, 
then  to  receive  the  promife.  If  thou  have  any  work  on  earth 
to  ufe  me  in,  I  am  content  to  abide  :  Behold  ,  the  Husband¬ 
man  waiteth,  and  fo  will!  V  for  thou  art  a  God  of  judgment, 
and  blelTed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  thee. 

But  how  doth  my  lloathful  foul  fink  down  into  the  fleflt, 
and  fettle  it  felf  in  the  love  of  this  animal  life  How  doth  it 
hug,  and  wrap  up  it  felf  in  the  garment  of  this  mortality, 
not  defiring  to  be  removed  hence,  to  the  more  perfedt  and 
blefTcd  fiate  ?  the  Husbandman  indeed  is  content  to  flay  till 
the  appointed  weeks  of  the  Harveft  j  but  would  he  be  con¬ 
tent  to  wait  always  O  my  fenfual  heart  I  Is  this  life  of  hope 
as  contentful  to  thee,  as  the  life  of  vifion  will  be  ?  Why  doft 
thou  not  groan  within  thy  felf,  that  this  mortality  might  be 
fwallowed  up  of  life  ?  doth  not  the  Scripture  defcribe  the 
Saints  by  their  earneft  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Je» 
fus  unto  eternal  life  ?  Jttdges  21.  By  their  hajiemng  unto  the 
coming  of  the  day  of  God y  2  Fet,  3.12.  What  is  the  matter 
that  my  heart  hangs  back  ?  doth  guilt'  lye  upon  my  confci 


ence  ?  Or  have  I  gotten  into  a  pleafant  condition  in  the 
world  which  makes  me  fay  as  Feter  on  the  Mount,  good 
to  be  here  ?  Or  want  I  the  afiurance  of  a  better  fiate  ?■  Muft 
God  make  all  my  earthly  comforts  die,  before  I  (hall  be  wil¬ 
ling  to  die?  Awake  Faith,  awake  my  Love  5  beat  up  the 
drowiy  delires  of  my  foul,  that  I  may  fay,  make  haft  my 
Beloved,  and  come  away. 
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(t)  John  4  35 
(2J-1  Cor.p.io 

(5) 1  Cor.  9.10 
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\ 
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■Husbandry  ffiritualized^  Or, 


The  Poem, 


NO  prudent  Husbandman  expe<fts 
the  fruit  of"  what  he  fows, 

Till  every  caufe  have  its  elfe(^s  > 
and  (i)  then  he  reaps  and  mows. 

'He  works  in  (2)  hope  the  year  throughout, 
and  countsho  labour  lofti 
If  when  the  feafon  comes  about 
>  His  Harveft  >(3)  quits  his  coft. 

This  rare  (4)  example  juhly  may 
rebuke,  and  put  to  fliame  > 

My  foul  which  fows  its  feed  one  day, 
and  looks  to  reap  the  fame.' 

« 

Is  curfed  (5)  nature  now  become 
fo  kind  a  foyl  to  grace. 

That 'to  perfe<fiion  it  fliould  come 
within  fo  (hort  a  fpace. 

> 

Grace  fprings  not  up  with  fpeed  and  (6)  eafe 
like  muihrooms  in  a  night 
But  rather  by  (y)  degrees  increafe 
as  doth  the  (S)  morning  light. 

Is  corn  fo  dear  to  husbandmen  ? 

much  more  is  (p)  heaven  to  me, 

Why  fliould  not  I  have  patience  then  ? 

.  to  wait  as  well  as  he. 

Topromifes  fi)  appointed  years. 

by  God’s  decrees  are  fetj 
Thefe  once  expir’d  beyond  its  fears 
my  foul  (hall  quickly  get^ 
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How  (2)  fmall  a  part  of  hafly  time 
which  C3)  quickly  will  expire, 

Doth  me  within  this  world  confine, 
and  then  comes  iiiy  delire. 

.  Come  Lord,  (4)  how  long  !  my  foul  hath  gafp’d. 
faith  my  affections  (*5)  warms. 

O  when  (hall  my  poor  foul  be  clafp’d, 
in  its  redeemers  arms. 

The  time  feems  (6)  long,  yet  here  Tie  lye 
till  thou  my  God  do  call,  ’ 

It  is  enough,  eternity 

will  make  (7)  amends  for  aU. 


rS^Heb.iy.io 


21.17. 


(5^Heb.u.i3. 


C(5^Roiii.  8.2 
{jJKom.  8.18. 


C  H  A'R  XIX. 

Corn  fully  ripe^  is  reap* and  gathered  in. 

^  So  muji  your  felves  when  ripe  in  grace  or  Jin. 


IjeS  OBSERVATION. 

WHen  the  fields  are  white  to  harveft>  then  Husband¬ 
men  walk  through  them,  rub  the  ears,  and  finding 
the  grain  full  and  folid,  they  prefcntly  prepare  their  Sithes 
and  Sickles,  fend  for  their  harveftmen,  who  quickly  reap 
and  mow  them  down  >  and  after  thefe  follow  the  binders, who 
ditch  it  up  from  the  field  where  it  grew,  it’s  carried  to  the 
Barn  where  it  is  threfhed  out  >  the  good  grain  gathered 
into  an  heap,  the  chaif  feparated  and  burnt,  or  thrown  to  the 
dunghil,  how  bare  and  naked  do  the  fields  look  after  harveft 
which  before  were  pleafant  to  behold?  When  the  harveft 
men  enter  into  the  field,  it  is  ( to  allude  to  that,  Joel  2.3.) 

S  before 

. . .  ^  aw!w  11  ■  hip  Iia  '■  wi  i  ^  ^ 


Upon  the  har¬ 
veft  feafon. 
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Husbandry  ffirituaUz^d 

I  before  them,  like  tb^  ^strdeti  of  .  ' and  behind  them  a 

!  defolate  wildernefsi  an djn  feme  plafcs  its nft al  to  fetlireto 
j  the  dry  ftubble,  when  the  corn  is  houfed  i  which  rages  fu- 
rioufiy,  and  covers  it  all  with  alhes* 


A  P  F  L  I  C  A:T  I  Q*N* 

TH  E  Application  of  this,  I’find  made  to  my  hands,  by 
Chrift  himfelf  in  Mat.  13  -  385  3P-  field  is  the 
vporld^  the  good  feed  are  the  Children  of  the  kjngdomy  the  tares 
are  the  children  of  the  vpich^d  one^  the  enemy  that  forced  them  is 
the  devil^  the  harveji  is  the  end  of  the  worlds  the  reapers  are  the 
'Angels. 

The  field  is  the  world  *,  there  both  the  godly  and  ungodly 
live  and  grow  together,  till  they  be  both  ripe,  and  then 
they  (hall  both  be  reaped  down  by  death  s  death  is  the  Sickle 
that  reaps  down  both.  I  will  Open  this  Allegory  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars. 

In  a  catching  harve(l)Wben  the  HUsbandtnan  fees  the  clouds 
begin  to  gather  and  grow  black,  he  hurries  in  his  corn  with 
all  poilible  haft,  and  houfes  day  and  night. 

So  doth  God  the  great  Husbandman,  he  hurries  the  Saints 
into  their  graves,  when  judgments  are  coming  upon  the 
world,  Ifa.  57.  i .  ^he  ri^teous perifh  and  no  man  layeth  it  to. 
hearty  and  merciful  men  are  takgn  arcay  ^  none  confidering  that 
the  righteous  is  iaJ^en  array  froni  the  evil  to  come.  Methufalah 
idied  the  year  before  the  the  flood,  Auftine  a  little  before  the 
facking  of  Tareus  juft  before  the  taking  of  Heidleberge^ 

l^uther  a  little  before  the  Wars  bi;ake  out  in  Germany  »  b^t 
what  fpeah  I  of  (ingle  Saints^  Sometimes  the  Lord  houfes 
great  nundbers  together^,  before  fometfwecping  judgment 
comes.  How  many  bright  and  glorious  ftars  did  fet  alnaoft 
together^  within  the  compafs  of  a  few  years  to  the  aflon^- 
ment  of  many  wife  and  tender  hearts  in  England*  1  find 
feme  of  them  ranked  in  a  Funeral  E/e^.  .  ^  ‘i 

.  .  ' ’  V’?  1  c-  ^ 

The  learned  went  fir^  fit  was  his  right  ^  •  . 

Then  holy  ^ aimer ^  Burroughs ^  Love^  Gouge^  Wbite^ 

Hill^ 
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gtiiVC  Gc^akeir  ^ind  Strafjg;^ 

Ferne^  Marjhal^  Kobinfon^  all  gone  along. 

I  have  not  nam’d  them  half,  their  only  ilrife, 

Hath  been  (  of  late  )  who  (hould  firft  part  with  life. 
Thefe  few  who  yet  furvive,  fickof  this  age  •  ’ 

Long  to  have  done  their  parts  and  leave  the  *ftage>  c  '  v 
The  Lord  fees  It  better  for  them  to  be  under  ground  than 
above  ground  >  and  therefore  by  a  merciful  providence  fets 
them  out  of  harms  way^ 

Neither  the  corn,  or  tares,-  can  peffibly  refill  the  (harp 
and  keeft  Sickle,  when  applied  to  thehi  by  the  'reajaers 
hand  *,  neither  can  the -godly' dr  ungodly:refilV  the-ftrdke  of 
death  *5  when  God  inflids  it  >  Eccltf  S.  6.'^  Ncr  man  can  kfep 
alive  hh  own  fottl  in  the  day  of  death ^  and  there  is  no  difcharge 
in  that  f^at.  The  frail  body  of  man  is  as  unable  to  withftand 
thatflroke,  as  the  Weak  reeds,  dr  feeble  ftalks  of  corn  areto 
rehll  the  keen  Syth^and  fiiarp  Sickle;  / 

The  reapers  receive  the  wh^t Vhich  they  cut  down  ,  into 
their  arms  and  boforh.  Hence  that  expreffion,  by  way  of 
imprecation  upon  the  .wicked,  Ffah  itp,  'j.  Let  them  be  as 
the  graft  upon  the  houfe  top  which  withers  before  it  grows  np^ 
wherewith  the  mower  fillethl'not  his  hand^  nor  he  that  bindeth 
\jheavet  his  bofomX  Such  withered ‘grafs  are  the  wicked,  who 
Lare  never  taken  into  the  reapers  faofom  v  but  as  foon  as'  Saints 
|i  anecut  down  by  death?  they  fSiriiito’  the  Hands  and  bofoms 
of  the  Angels  of  God,  who  bear  them  in  their  arms  and  bo- 
foms  to  God  their  father,  Lukp  id.  22.  For  look,  as  thefe 
blelTed  (jpirits  did  ^c^fetHngly  rejoyte  at  their  converfion, 
Laek$  151*  id".*  ai^d'thOdghfit  no  d&dnour  tominiher  to  them 
whiltl  they  flood' iti  the  HeL  1,  14  .  So  when  they  are 

cut  dO'wri  by  ddath,they  Ml!  re}oy\:e  to  be  their  convoy  to  hea¬ 
ven.  •  ■  ■  ^  • 

when  the  corn^'and  weeds  are  reap’d  or  mowed  down 
tbey'lhall'riever  g'rdi^  ahy^tridre  in  that  field  ?  neither  thall 
wbiev^er^efurn^tdlive  ari^rhimal  life  any  mbre  bfter  death, 

AiLhedoiid  is  h)nfdmed  afTd  ^vani{heth  away  \  fo  he 
that  goeth  doinn  to  ^he  gta^e  frS  cohe  iip  no'tnore  \  he  lhall  return 
HO  more  to  his  heufe^  neither  Jhall  his  place  l^mvhim  anymore, 

-  S  2 
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I  taftly,  ( to  come  home  to;  the  particular  objed:  of  this 
i  Chapter  )  the  reapers  are  tiever  Cent  to  cut  down  the  haryeft 
till  it  be  fully  ripe  ^  neither  will  God  reap  down  Saints  or 
(inners,  till  they  be  come  to  a  matuiity  of  grace  or  wicked- 
nefs.  Saints  are  not  reap’d  down  tilltheir  grace  be  fully  ripe, 
Job  ^.26.  Ihou  jhaltcome  tothy  graveinafullagey  asa^jhock^ 
if  corn  cometh  in  his  feafon,  ‘'Not  that  every  godly  man 
in  fuch  a  full  old  age  ( faith  Mr.  Caxyl  on  the  place  ) 

‘‘  but  yet  in  one  fenfe  it  isanuniverfaltruth,and  everfulfilledi 
‘‘  for  whenfoever  they  dye  they  dye  in  a  good  agei  yea, 

"  though  they  dye  in  the  fpring  and?  flower  ^of  their,  youth, 

,  “  they  die  in  a  good’old  age,  (  i.  ^.  )  they  are  ripe  for  death 
j  ‘‘  when  ever  they  die ;  When  ever  a  godly  man  dies ,  it  is 
“  harvefl:  time  with  him,  though  in  a  natural  capacity  he  be 
cut  down  while  he  is  green,  and  cropt  in  the  bud  or  blof-, 

''  fom  yet  in  his  fpiritual  capacity ,  he  iiever  dies  before  he 
be  ripe.  God  ripens  his  fpeedily,  when  he  intends  to  take 
them  out  of  the  world  fpeedily  v  he  can  let  out  fuch  warm 
".rayes  and  beams  of  his  fpirit  upon  them,  as  (hall  foon 
‘‘maturate  the  feed  of  grace  into  a  preparednefs  for  glo- 

The  wicked  alfo  have  thdr  ripening  -time  for  hell ,  and 
judgement  v  God  doth  with  muefk  long  fuffering  endure  the 
veflels  of  wra.th,  prepared  for  deflrudtion.  Of  their  ripe-  1 
nefs  for  judgement  the  feripture  often  fpeaks,  Gen.  15.  i<5., 
fhe  fin  of  the  Amorites  is  not  yet  full.  And  of  Babylon^  it  is 
faid,  Jer.  5 1 . 1 3«  0  thou  that  divelleji  upon  many  waters^  thine 
end  U  come  and  the  meafure  of  thy  covetoufke/f*  -  ^ 

■  ^Tis  worth  remarking?  that  the  meafure  of  the  fin  ,  and 
the  end  of  the  finner.  come  together.  Soj  Joel  13.  Put  ye 
in  thefichjey  for  the  harvefl  of  the  eanh^  is  fipe^jor  the  prefs  is  \ 
full,  the  fats  overflow^  for  their  vpichjednefs  is  great.  Where  note, 
(inners  are  not  cut  down  till  they  be  ripe  and  ready.  Indeed 
they  are  never  ripe  for  death,  nor^ijeady  (or  the  grave  i 
is,  fit  to  die  :  yet  they  are  always  ripe  for  wrath ,  andi  ready 
Ifor  hell  before  they  die.  Now  af  Husbandtpen  judge  of 
the  ripenefs  of  their  harveft  ,  by  thecolour  and  hardnefs  of 
the  grain?  fo  may  we.  judge  of  the  ripenefs  both  of 

Saints 
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Three  jigns  of  the  maturity  of  grace. 

WHen  the  Corn  is  near  ripe,  it  blows  the  head,  and 
(loops  lower  than  when  it  was  green.  When  the 
people  of  God  are  near  ripe  for  heaven ,  they  grow  more 
humble  and  felf-denying,  than  in  the  days  of  their  firft  pro- 
feiTion.  The  longer  a  Saint  grows  in  this  world,  the  better 
he  is  dill  acquainted  with  his  own  heart,  and  his  obligations 
to  God  >  both  which  are  very  humbling  things.  Paul  had  one 
foot  in  heaven,  when  he  called  himfelf  the  chiefeft  of  (inners, 
and  lead  of  Saints,  i  tm.  1. 15.  Eph.  3.  8.  A  Chridian  in 
the  progrefsofhis  knowledge  and  grace,  is  like  a  vedel  cad 
into  the  Sea,  the  more  it  fills  the  deeper  it  finks.  Thofe  that 
went  to  dudy  at  Athens  (  faith  Plutarch  )  ,at  fird  coming  , 
feemedto  themfelves  to  be  wife  men  v  afterwards,  only- lo¬ 
vers  of  wifdom,  and  after  that,  only  rhetoricians,  fuch  as 
could  fpeak  of  wifdom,  but  knew  little  of  it,  and  lad  of  all 
Ideots  in  their.apprehenfions  i  dill  with  the  increafe  of  learn^- 
ing,  laying  afide  their  pride  and  arrogancy. 

.  when  harved  is  nigh,  the  grain  is  more  folid  aud  pithy 
than  ever  it  was  before ,  green  corn  is  foft  and  fpungy,  but 
ripe  corn  is  (ubdantial  and  weighty  .*  So  it  is  with  Ghridi- 
ans  j  the  affetaions  of  a  young  Chridian  perhaps  are  more 
ferverous  and  (prightly  ,  but  thofe  of  a  grown  Chridian  are 
mote  judicious  and  folid  >  their  love  to  Chrid  abounds  more 
and  more  in  all  judgment,  Phil.  i.  p.  The  limbs  of  a  Child 
are  more  active  and  plyable,  but  as  he  grows  up  to  a  pcrfear 
date,  the  parts  are  more  confolidated  and  firmly  knit,  The 
fingers  of  an  old  Mufician  are  not  fo  nimble,  but  he  hatha 
more  judicious  ear  in  mufick,  than  in  his  youth. 

W  hen  Corn  is  dead  ripe,  it  is  apt  to  fall  of  its  own  accord 
to  the  ground,  and  there  (bed  v  whereby  it  doth  as  it  were 
^anticipate  the  harvedman,  and  calls  upon  him  to  put  in  the 
fickle.  Not  unlike  to  which  are  the  lookings  andf  longings, 

the 


13 


Saints  and  finners,  for  heaven  or  hell ,  by  thefe  following 
figns. 


/ 


I. 
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2, 


Hushandrj.  }firitnalix^d\  Or^ 


the  groanings  and  haflenings  of  ready  Chriftians  to  their 
expected  glory  >  they  haften  to  the  conning  of  the  Lord,  dt 
as  Montams  more  fitly  renders  it, they  haften  the  coming  of  the 
Lordi  (/.  c.)  they  are  urgent  and  inftant  in  their  defires 
and  cries  to  haften  hiscomingi  their  defires  iaUy  forth  to 
meet  the  Lord,  they  willingly  take  death  by  the  hand  j  as 
the  corn  bends  to  the  earth,  fo  do  thefe  fowls  to  heaven.  This 
flicws  their  harveft  to  be  near* 


Six  figr^s  of  the  maturity  of  Sin. 


f- 

XU  ^  finners  are  even  dead  ripe  for  hell,  thefe  figns 
V  V  appear  upon  them,  or  by  thefe  at  lead, you  may  con¬ 
clude  thofe  fouls  not  to  be  far  from  wrath,  upon  whom  they 
appear. 

When  confcience  is  wafted  and  grown  paft:  (eeling>  having 
no  remorfe  for  fin  V  when  it  ceafes  to  check,  reprove  and 
fmite  for  fin  any  more,  the  dayof  that  finner  isat  hand,  his 
harvefi:  is  even  come.  The  greateft  violation  of  confcience 
is  the  greateft  of  fins  ^  this  was  the  cafe  of  the  forlorn  Gentiles^ 
among  whom  Satan  had  fuch  a  plentiful  hatveft  *,  the  pati¬ 
ence  of  God  fuffered  them  to  grow  till  their  confciences  were 
grown  feared  and  paft  feeling.,  Eph,  4.  i p.  When'  a  member 
is  fo  mortified,  that  if  you  lance  and  cut  it  never  fo  much, 
no  frefh  blood,  or  quick  fleih  appears^  nor  doth  tlie  man  feel 
any  pain  in  all  this,  then  it’s  time  to cut  itoC  -a 

W.hen  men  give  themfelves  over  to  the  lhrisfadfion  of  th^ir* 
1-ufts,  tocommitfinwith  greedine(s>  then  aa-e  they  grown  to 
a  maturity  of  iin  v  when  men  have  dipt  the  reins  0^  confcience 
^d  ruftj  headlong  into  all  impkty,  then  the  laft  fands  of 
Gods  patience  are  running  down.  Thus  Sodom  and  Gomor^ 
rah  ,  and  the  cities  about  them  in  like  manner  gave  them-  i 
felyesovertowickednefsand  ftrange  fins*,  and  then  luftice  I 
quickly  tru^fs’d  them  up  for  example,  fuftering  the  Vengeance 

That  man  is  even  ripe  for  hell,  that  is  become  a  contriver 
.  ^  of 
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1  of  fin,  $  defiguer,  a  ftudent  in  wickednofs  i'ohe  would  think 
it  Orajig,c  j  that  any  may  (hould  fet  his  invention  on  work, 
upon  fuch  a  fubjed  as  lin  isi  that  any  (hould  ftudy  to  be¬ 
come  a  dexterous  artia  this  way,  and  yet  the  feripture  fre- 
'  quently  fpeaks  of  fneh,  vohofe  bellies  prepare  deceit^  Job  1 5.3  5. 
who  travel.in  pain  to  bring  forth,  this  deformed  birth,  ver'lc, 

I  whomnk^mth  their  eyes,  whild  plodding  wickednefs,  as  men 
ufe  to  do  when  they  are  moA  intent  upon  the  ftudy  of  any 
knotty  problem,  Frov.  6.  13.  Thefe  have  fo  much  of  hell 

:  already  in  them,  that  they  are  more  than  half  in  hell  alrea- 
jdy. 

I  He  that  of  a  forward  ProfelTor,  is  turn’d  a  bitter  Perfecu. 
tor,  is  alfo  within  a  few  rounds  of  the  top  of  the  ladders 
the  contempt  of  their  light,  the  Lord  hath  already  punifhed 
i  upon  them,  in  their  obduracy  and  madnefs  againft  the  light. 
Reader,,  if  thou  be  gone  thus  far,  thou  art  almoil  gone  be- 
:  yond  all  hope  of  recovery.  Towards  other  tinners,  God 
ufually  exercifes  more  patience,  but  with  fuch  he  makes 
fhortwork,  When  turns  Traitor  to  his  Lord,  he  is 
quickly  fent  to  his  own  place.  Such  as  are  again  intangled 
and  overcome  of  thofe  luifs  they  once  feemed  to  have  clean 
efcaped,  thefe  bring  upon  themfelves  fwift  damnation,  and 
thehr  Judgmentlingers  not,  2  Fet.  2.3,20. 

He  that  can  endure  no  reproof  ot  controul  in  the  way  of 
his  fin,  but  derides  all  counfel^  and  like  a  ftrong  current, 
jragesat,  andfweepsawayallobftaclesinhis  way,  willquick- 
ly  fall  into  the  dead  lake,  Frov.  2p.  i.  Hethat  being  of  ten  re¬ 
proved  hardneth  his  neck^,  fljall  fuddenly  he  dejiroyed  and  that 
vpithout  remedy.  This  is  a  death  fpot,  a  hell  fpot,  where  ever 
it  appears.  From  this  very  fymptom  the' Prophet  plainly]^ 
predi^ed  the  approaching  ruine  of  2  Chr.  2  5.  2d. 

I  kyiorv  that  God  hath  determined  to  deftroy  thee,  becaufe  thou  haji 
done  thiSy  and  hafi  not  heark^ed  to  my  voice.  He  that  will  not 
be  timely  counfelled,  fhall  be  quickly  deftroyed,  . 

»  Laftly,  when.a  man  comes  to  glory  in  his  fin,  and  boaft 
iof  his  wickednefs,  then  its  time  to^eut  him  down  *,  whofe  ; 
end  is  deftrudiony  vohofe  glory  is  ifp  fheir  Jhame,  Phi!.  3.  16^.  j 
.'This  is  a  braving, a  daring  of  God  to  his  face, and  with  whom-  ■ 
I  foever. ' 
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foever  he  bears  long  ,  to  be  fare  ,  thefe  are  none  of  them. 

^  You  fee  now  what  are  the  hgns  of  a  full  ripe  finncr  v  and 

when  it  comes  to  thiS)  either  with  a  Nation,  or  with  a  (ingle 
perfon,then  ruine  is  near,  Joel  3.13.  Gen.  1 5.  id.  It  is  in  the 
tilling  up  of  themeafureof  (in,  as  in  the  filling  of  a  velTel 
caft  into  the  Sea>  which  rowls  from  (ide  to  fide,  taking  in  the 
water  by  little  and  little,  till  it  be  full,  and  then  down  it 
(inks'to  the  bottom.  Mean  while,  admirable  is  divine  pati¬ 
ence,  which  bears  with  thefe  veiTels  of  wrath,  whilft  fitting 
for  dcftrudtion* 


y 

I* 

The  reflexion 
sjf  a  crowing 
Chriuian. 


A 

,  REFLECTIONS. 

A 

CHear  thy  felfi  O  my  foul  /  with  the  heart  firengthen- 
ing  bread  of  this  divine  Meditation.  Let  faith  turn  eve¬ 
ry  drop  of  this  truth  into  a  foul  reving  cordial.  God  hath 
fown  the  precious  feed  of  Grace  upon  my  foul,  and  though 
my  heart  hath  been  an  unkind  foil  which  hath  kept  it  back 
and  much  hindred  its  growth  \  yet  bleffed  be  the  Lord ,  it 
ftill  grows  on,  though  by  (low  degrees^  and  from  the  fpring- 
ing  of  the  feed  and  Ihootings  forth  of  thofe  gracious  habits, 
I  may  conclude  an  approaching  harveft':Now  is  myTalvation 
nearer  than  when  I  believed  >  every  day  I  come  nearer  to 
my  falvation,  Korn.  13. 1 1.  O  that  every  day  I  were  more 
adf ive  for  the  God  of  my  falvation  !  grow  on  my  foul,  and 
add  to  thy  faith  vertue,  to  thy  vertue  knowledge,  &c.  Grovy 
on  from  faith  to  faith  s  keep  thy  felf  under  the  ripening  in¬ 
fluences  of  heavenly  Ordinances  >  the  fafter  thou  growefl  in 
grace,  the  fooner  thou  (halt  be  reaped  down  in  mercy^  and 
bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life,  i  Sam.  25,25?.  I. have  not 
yet  attained  the  meafure  and  proportion  of  grace  affigned  to 
me,  neither  am  I  already  perfed",  but  am  reaching  forth  to 
the  things  before  me,  and  preffing  towards  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  my  heavenly  calling>  Thil.  3.12,13.  O  mercy  to  be 
admired !  tfiat  I  who  lately  had  one  foot  in  hell,  (land  now 
with  one  foot  in  heaven  / 


But 

; 
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But  the  cafe  is  far  different  with  me,  whi Iff  others  are  ri¬ 
pening  apace  for  heaven,  I  am  withering  >  many  a  foul 
plowed  up  by  conviction,  and  fowed  by  fa ndi:ifi cation  long 
after  me,  hath  quite  over-topt  and  out-grown  me  ?  my  fweet 
and  earthly  bloffoms  were  nipt  and  blown  off,  my  bright 
morning  overcafi  and  clouded  >  had  I  kept  on  according  to 
the  rate  of  my  firfl:  growth,  I  had  either  now  been  in  heaven, 
or  at  lead  in  the  Suburbs  of  it  on  earth  •,  but  my  graces  wither 
and  languiihjmy  heart  contracts  and  cools  to  heavenly  things  i 
the  Sun  and  rain  of  ordinances  and  providences'  improve  not 
graces  s  how  fad  therefore  is  the  hate  of  my  foul  ? 

^  Thy  cafe,  O  declining  Saint,  is  fad!  but  not  like  mine*, 
thine  is  but  a  temporary  remitfion  of  the  adfs  of  Grace,  which 
is  recoverable  *,  but  lam  judicially  hardning  and  treafuring  up 
tQ  my  feif  rvratlh  agamft  the  day  of  n>rath^  Rom.  2.5.  Time 
was,  when  I  had  feme  tender  fenfe  of  fin,  when  I  could 
mourn  and  grieve  for  it,  now  I  have  none  at  all.  My  heart 
is  grown  hupid  and  fottilh.  Time  was  when  I  had  Tome 
coofciencious  care  of  duty,  and  my  heart  would  fmke  me 
for  the  negleCt  of  it  s  but  now  none  at  all.  Wretched  foul ! 
what  wilt  thou  do  ?  thou  art  gone  far  indeed,  a  few  heps 
farther  will  put  thee  beyond' hope  j  hitherto  I  hand  in  the 
field,  the  long-fuffering  God  doth  yet  fpare  me*,  yea,  fpare 
me,  whiles  he  hath  cut  down  many  of  my  companions  in  fin 
round  about  me.  What  doth  this  admirable  patience,  this 
long-fuffering  drawn  out  to  a  wonder,  fpeak  concerning  me  ? 
Doth  it  not  tell  me ,  that  the  Lord  is  not  willing  I  fhould  pe- 
rifh,  but  rather  come  to  repentance  ?  2  Pet.  3.^.  And  what 
argument  is  like  his  pity  and  patience,  to  lead  a  foul  to  repen^ 
tance  ?  Tiom,  2.  4.  O  that  I  may  not  fruhrate  at  lah,  the 
end  of  a  long  fuffering  God  !  left  he  proportion  the  degrees 
of  his  wrath,  according  to  the  length  of  his  patience. 
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4 

'’-He^ifields  Jire  (i)  white  to  harvefl,  forth  you  go 
Wi|h  Sith’s  andC 2)Sickles  i  to  reap  down  and  mow. 
,Down  go  the  laden  ears,,  flat  to  the  ground  > 

Which  thofe  that  foll6w  having  ftitcht  and  bound  > 

It’s  carted  home  unto  the  Barn,  and  fo 
The  flelds  are  rid  *,  where  lately  corn  did  grow. 

This  world’s  the  (3)  field,  and  they  that  dwell  therein  i 
The  (4)  Corn  and  (5J  tares  v  which  long  have  ripening  been. 
Angels  the  (6)  reapers,  and  the  judgment  day 
The  time  of  (7)  harvefl:  when  like  corn  and  hay  j 
The  fading  flower.of  (8)  earthly  glory  muft 
Be  mowed  down,  and  level’d  with  the  duft 
The‘(p)  Barns  are  heaven  and  helU  the  time  draws  nigh 
When  through  the  darkned  ( 1 )  clouds,  and  troubled  skie 
The  Lord  (hall  break,  a  dreadful  (2)  trumpet  (hall 
Sound  to  the  dead,  the  flats  from  heaven  fall. 

(?332Pet.3.io.  ' The  rowling  fphears  with  (3)  horrid  flames  (hall  burn, 
('4;Mat,24.3o.  I  ^nd  then  the  Tribes  on  earth  (hall  (4)  wail  and  mourn. 

i  The  judgement  fet,  before  Chrifls  awful  Throne 
r. J2 Cor.  5, 10  '  All  fle(h  (hall  be  ( 5 )  conven’d,  and  every  one 
i,  Receive  his  doom :  which  done,'  the  juft  (hall  be 

■  Bound  in  lifes  bundle  *,  (6)  even  as  you  fee 
('6;Mar.i  3.30  bound  up,  and  born 

In  (heaves  with  joy  *,  unto  the  owners  Barn. 

This  done,  the  Angels  next  in  (7)  bundles  bind 

The  tares  together,  as  they  did  combind 

In  aiding  fin,  fo  now  their  lot  muft  be 
To  burn  together  in  one  mifery.^ 

Drunkards  with  Drunkards  pinion’d,  (hall  be  fent 
To  hell  together  in  one  ( 83  Regiment. 

Adulterers  and  fwearers  there  (hall  lye 
In>  flames,  among  their  old  fociety. 

O  dreadful  r5?3  bowlings!  O  the  hideous  moans 
Of  fetter’d  fmners '  O  the  tears!  the  groans! 


l(n)  ibid. 


(8)  1  Cor.  6.9. 


(9)  Mat.  L3‘ 

41. 4^* 
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The  doleful  lamentations  as  they  go 
Chain’d  faft  together,  to  their  place  of  wo.  ^  ^ 
The  world  thus  clear’d,  as  fields  when  harveft  s  in, 
Shall  be  no  more  a  Stage  for  ading  Sin. 

With  purifying  flames  (i)  it  (hall  be  burn  d, 

Its  (lately  Fabricks  into  a(hes  turn  d. 

Ceafe  then  my  foul,  to  dote  on  or  admire 
This  fplendid  world,  which  is  referv  d  for  hre. 
Decline  the  company  of  finners  here,  ^ 

As  thou  would’fl  not  be  fhackel  d  with  tnem  t  ere* 

CHAP.  XVL 


Tour  printer  fiore  in  Summer  you  provide  j 
To  Chrifiian  prudence  this  mujt  be  apply  d. 


(i)  2  Pet. 340 


Upon  the  care  j 
of  Husband-  | 
men  to  pro-  i 
vide  for  Win- 1 
ter.  I 


OBSERVATION. 

GOod  Husbands  are  careful  in  Summer  to  provide  for 

Winter,  then  they  gather  in  their  Winter  fiore  i,  fo^ 

and  fewel  for  therafelves,  and  fodder  for  their  cattle.  He 
that  gathers  in  Summer  is  a  wife  Sen,  but  he  thatfleepsmhar- 
veil  is  a  Son  that  caufes  jhame,  Prov.  lO.  5.  A  well  chofen 

feafon  is  the  greateft  advantage  to  any  “  *! 

feldom  found  in  hafte,  ft)  it  is  often  loft  by  delay-  a  good 

Proverb  which  the  frugal  Vutch  have  among  them  , 
Servatius,  facitbonum  Bonifacium  ■,  a  good  Saver  will  make  a 
good  Benefaftor.  And  ’tis  a  good  Proverb  of  our  own  5  He 
That  negleds  the  occallon,  the  occafion  will  "eglea  him. 
Husbandmen  know  that  Summer  will  not  hold  all  *e  year , 
neither  will  they  trail  to  the  hopes  of  a  mild  and  favourable 

Winter,  but  in  feafon  provide  for  the  wortt. 

*  r»  r  T 
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APPLICATION. 

-  -s. 

WHat  excellcn-t  Chriftians  (hould  we  be,  were  we  but 
as  provident  and  thoughtful  for  our  fouls  ?  ’cis 
doubtlefs  a  lingular  point  of  Chriftian  wifdom,  to 
forefee  a  day  of  fpiritual  hraits  and  necellities,  and  during  the 
day  of  grace  to  make  provilion  for  it.  This  great  Gofpel 
truth  is  excellently  fhadowed  forth  in  this  natural  ObferVati- 
on,  which  I  fhall  branch  out  into  thefe  feven  particulars. 

Husbandmen  know  there  is  a  change,  and  vicillitude  of 
feafons  and  weather  5  though  it  be  pleafant  Summer  weather 
now ,  yet  winter  will  tread  upon  the  heels  of  Summer  •, 
Frohs,  Snows,  and  great  falls  of  rain  muft  be  expedfed.  This 
alternate  courfe  of  feafons  in  nature  is  fetled  by  a  firm  Law  of 
the  God  of  nature, to  the  end  of  the  world,  Ge//.  8.32.  Wbiljl 
the  earth  remaineth^  feed  time  and  harveji^  cold  and  heat^  win^ 
ter  and  fummer^  day  and  nighty  jhall  net  ceafe. 

And  Chrirtians  know,  that  there  are  changes  in  the  right 
hand  of  the  moft  High,  in  reference  to  the  fpiritual  feafons. 
If  there  be  a  Spring  time  of  the  Gofpel ,  there  will  alfo  be  an 
Autumn  \  if  a  day  of  profperity->  it  will  fet  in  a  night  of  ad- 
verfitys  for  God  hath  fet  the  one  over  againfirthe  other^  Ecclef.  7. 
14.  In  heaven  there  is  a  day  of  everlafting  ferenity,  in  hell  a 
night  of  perfedf  and  endlefs  horror  and  darknefs  i  on  earth, 
light  and  darknefs  take  their  turns ,  profperity  and  adverfity, 
even  to  fouls  as  well  as'bodies,  fucceed  each  other.  If  there 
j  be  a  Gofpel  day,  a  day  of  grace  now  current,  it  will  have  its 
j  period  and  determination,  Gen.  3.6.  - 

I  Common  prudence  and  experience  enables  the  Husband- 
I  man,  in  the  midft  of  Summer,  to  forefee  a  Winter,  and  pro¬ 
vide  for  it  before  he  feel  it  >  yea  natural  inflindf  teaches  thfs 
to  the  very  birds  of  the  air  >  and  beafts  of  the  field* 

And  fpiritual  wifdom  (hould  teach  Chriflians  to  exercife 
their  forefeemg  faculties,  and  not  fuffer  them  to  feel  evil  be¬ 
fore  they  fear  it.  But  Oh  the  flupifying  nature  of  fin ! 
Though  the  Stork  in  the  Heavens  knows  her  appointed  time, 
and  the  Turtle,  Crane  and  Swallow  the  time  of  their  com* 


jj^g^  yet  man,  whom  God  hath  made  wiler  than  the  fowls  of 
the  air,  in  this,  ads  quite  below  them,  Jer.  8.7. 

The  end  of  Gods  ordaining  a  fummer  feafon,  and  fend¬ 
ing  warm  and  pleafant  weather,  is  to  ripen  the  frurts  of  the 
earth,  and  give  the  Husbandman  ht  opportunity  to  gather 

them  in.  1  r  •  r 

And  God’s  defign  in  giving  men  a  day  of  grace,  is  to  fur- 

nifli  them  with  an  opportunity  for  the  everlahing  happinefs  : 
and  falvation  of  their  fouls,  Kev,  2.21  I  gave  her  a  Jpace 
to  repent.  It  is  not  a  meer  reprieval  of  the  foul,  or  only  a  de¬ 
lay  of  the  execution  of  the  threatned  wrath,  though  there  bw 
much  mercy  in  that but  the  peculiar  aim  of  this  patience 
and  bounty  of  God,  is  to  open  for  them  a  way  to  efcape  the 
wrath  to  come,  by  leading  them  to  repentance^  ^  *  ^ 

The  Hubandman  doth  not  find  all  harvert  feaions  alike  fa¬ 
vourable,  fometimes  they  have  much  fair  weather,  and  meet 
with  no  hinderance  in  their  bulinefs-,  other  times  tis  a  catch¬ 
ing  harveR,  but  now  and  then  a  fair  day,  and  then  they  mud 

be  nimble  or  all  is  loft.  .  o  1  r  r  r  « i .  ^ 

There  is  alfo  great  difference  in  Soul-feafons,  fome  have 

had  a  long  and  fair  feafon  of  grace  an  hundred  and  nven- 

tv  years  did  God  wait  upon  the  old  wotld,  in  the  Miniftry  of 

Noah.  Long  did  God  wait  on  the  gainfaying 
42  ’14.  I  have  a  long  time  held  my  peace,  I  have  been  ftilland 

relirained  my  felf.  Others  have  a  (hort  and  catching  fealon, 
all  lies  upon  a  day,  upon  a  nick  of  time,  Acls  17.30. 

A  proper  feafon  ncgleded  and  loft  is  irrecoverable.  Many 

things  in  Husbandry  muft  be  donein  their  feafon,  or  cannot 
be  done  at  all  for  that  year  i  if  he  plow  not,  and  fow  not  in 
the  proper  time,  he  lofes  the  hatveft  of  that  year. 

’Tis  even  fo  as  to  fpiritual  feafons.  ,  Chriftnegled:ed,  and 

Brace  defpifed,  in  the  feafon  when  God  offers  them,  are  irre¬ 
coverably  loft,  then  ("  that  is,  when  tl^  feafon 

is  over  )  they  ihall  “U  upon  me  but  I  will  not  hear.  O,  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  time  in  a  (hort  opportunity  .  that  may  e 

donf  or  prevented,  in  an  hour  rightly  timed,  which  canno 
be  done  or  prevented  in  a  mans  lite-time  afterwards.  Th 
wasone  refolvedtokill  JuliHsCoefaT,  fucha  day,  themght 
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before,  a  friend  fent  him  a  letter  to  acquaint  him  with  ir,  but 
he  being  at  fupper,  and  bufie  in  difcourfe,  faid,  to  morrow 
IS  a  new  day,  and  indeed  it  was,  dies  mvifma,  his  laft  day  to 
him  i  whence  it  became  a  Proverb  in  Cmce.  morrow  is 
a  new  day.  Our  Glafs  runs  in  heaven,  and  we  cannot  fee  how 
much  or  little  of  the  fand  of  God’s  patience  is  yet  to  run 
downi  but  this  is  certain,  when  that  glafs  is  run,  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done  for  our  fouls,  Lukf  ip.42.  0  that  thou 
hadji  Known  at  leaft  enthes  thy  day,  the  things  that  belong,  to 
thy  peace.,  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes,  ^ 

Thofe  Husbandmen  that  are  careful  and  laborious  in  the 
bummer,  have  the  comfort  and  benefit  of  it  in  Winter;  he 
that  then  provides  fewel,  may  fit  warm  in  his  habitation 
when  others  blow  their  fingers.  He  that  provides  food  for 
us  family,  and  fodder  for  his  cattle  in  the  harveft,  iTiall  eat 
the  fruit  of  It,  and  enjoy  the  comfort  of  his  labours,  when 
others  Ihall  beexpofed  toftifts  and  ftraits.  And  he^hat  pro- 

his  foul  agood  foundation 
againft  the  time  to  come,  ftialleat  when  others  are  hungry 
and  fing  when  others  howl;  Ifa.  65.  13,  a  day  of  de«h 
wil  come,  and  that  will  be  a  day  of  ftraits  to  all  negligent 
lou  s ,  but  then  the  diligent  Chriftian  (hall  enjoy  the^  place 

Mre-nd  lhat  foall  flow  in  upon  his  heart,  from  his  holy 
care.nd  Imcere  diligence  in  duties?  as  2  Cor.  i.  12.  ’thisl 
<>y  re}oycing  the  telhmony  of  OUT  con feienee,  that  in  all  fince- 
■'<y  y»d  holy  fimyhety  ,  wehavehadour  converfation  in  this 
nserld.yoHezekyah,  2  Kings  20.  3.  Remember  now,  O  lord 
how  I  have  wdKed  before  thee  in  truth,  and  with  a  perfeS  heart. 

A  daymf  judgment  will  come,  and  then  foolifh  Virgdns  who 

mfl5  '’y* will  be  put 

to  their  fhifts ,  then  they  come  to  the  wife,  and  fay,  give^us 

thedL'^i'nS’'""'^  u  0PP0««tfity  of  ga- 

wea  her  to  com/  'h.  " -li"’  »pyefumption  of  much  fair 
weacner  to  come ,  he  will  not  fay  the  weather  is  CpOpA 

l"  I  m,,  6«  i,  in  aWr  ,im.  SL  „owl 

And 
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And  no  wife  Chriftian  will  lofe  a  prefent  feafon  for  his 
foul,  upon  the  hopes  of  much  more  time  yet  to  come  j  but 
will  rather  fay,  now  is  my  time,  and  know  not  what  will 
be  hereafters  hereafter  I  may  wi(h  to  fee  one  of  the  days  of 
the  Son  of  'mian,  and  not  fee  it,  1^,22.  ’Tis  fad  to 
hear  how  cunningfome  men  are  to  difpute  themfelves  out  of 
heaven ,  as  if  the  devil  had  hired  them  to  pledge  againh  their 
own  fouls*,  fometimes  urging  the  example  of  thofe  that  were 
called  at  the  eleventh  hour.  Mat,  20.6.  and  fometimes  that 
of  the  penitent  thief.  But,  O!  to  how  little  purpofe  is  the 
former  pleaded  s  they  that  were  called  at  the  eleventh  hour 
were  never  called  before,  as  thefe  have  been ,  no  man  had 
hired  s  that  is,  called  or  invited  them  to  Chrid,  and  for  the 
thief,  (  as  Mr.  Fenner  rightly  obferves  )  it  was  a  f  ngular 
and  extraordinary  example.  It  was  done  when  Chrift  hang’d 
on  the  Crofs,and  was  to  be  inaugurated  s  then  Kings  manifert 
fuch  bourity,  and  pardon  fuch  crimes,  as  are  never  pardoned 
afterwards.  Befides,  God' was  then  in  a  way  of  working 
miracles  *,  then  he  rent  the  rocks,  open’d  the  graves,  raifed 
the  dead,  and  converted  this  thieSf,  but  God  is  now  out  of 
that  way. 

REFLECTIONS. 


HI 


Have  indeed  been  a  good  Husband  for  the  world  s  with 
what  care  and  providence  have  I  looked  out  for  my  felf 
and  family  ,  to  provide  food  to  nourlfh  them,  and  cloaths  to 
defend  them  againft  the  afpexities  of  Winter  ?  mean  while 
negledfing  to  make  provifion  for  eternity,  or  take  care  for 
my  foul.  O  my  deliitute  foul  how  much  have  I  flighted 
and  undervalued  thee  ?  I  have  taken  more  care  for  an  horfe 
or  an  ox,  than  for  thee  *>  a  well  Bored  barn,  but  an  empty 
foul.  Will  it  not  Ihortly  be  with  me,  as  with  that  carelefs 
Mother,  who  when  her  houfe  was  on  fire,  bufily  beftir’d  her  ] 
felf  to  fave  the  goods,  but  forgot  the  child  ?  ( though  it  were 
favedby  another  hand)  and  then  minding  her  child,  ran  up 
and  down  like  one  diftradred  wringing  hex  hands,  and  cry- 
inga  O  my  childj^  my  child !  I  have  faved  my  goods,  and  loB 
I  my\ 


I. 

The  carelefs 
fouls  refte<fti- 
on. 
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my  child,  fuch  will  be  the  cafe  of  thee,  my  foul,  Mat,  i6. 
26,  Befides  how  cafie  will  my  convidion  be  at  the  Bar  of 
Chriil  r*  will  not  my  providence  and  care  for  the  things  of 
this  life,  leave  me  fpeechlefs  and  felf- condemned  in  that  day? 
What  {hall  I  anfwer  when  the  Lord  (ball  fay,  Thou  couldft 
forefee  a  winter,  and  feafonably  provide  for  it  ?  yea,  thou 
hadd  fo  much  care  of  thy  very  beads  to  provide  for  their 
nccetfuies,  arid  why  tookell  thou  no  care  for  thy  foul  ?  was 
thatordy  not  worth  the  caring  for  ? 

IS  it  fo  dangerous  to  negle<^  a  prefent  proper  feafon  of 
grace  ?  What  then  have  1  done,  who  have  fuffered  many  fuch 
fcafons  to  die  away  in  my  hand,  upon  agroundlefs  hope  of 
future  opportunities  1  Ah,  deluded  wretch  /  what  if  that 
fuppolition  fail  ?  where  am  I  then  ?  I  am  not  Lord  of  tin:e, 
neither  am  I  fure>  that  he  who  is,  will  ever  vouchfafe  an 
hour  of  grace  in  old  age,  to  him  that  hath  negleded  many 
fuch  hours  in  youth  i  neither  indeed  is  it  ordinary  for  God 
fo  to  do.  ’Tis  ftoried  of  Cains  Marius  ViUorius^  who  lived 
about  300.  years  after  Chrift,  and  to  his  old  age  continued 
a  ?agan^  but  at  lad  being  convinced  of  the  Chridian  verity, 
he  came  to  Simplicianus  and  told  him  he  would  be  a  Chridi¬ 
an  *5  but  neither  he  nor  the  Church  could  believe  it ,  it  being 
fo  rare.an  example  for  any  to  be  converted  at  his  age :  But  at 
lad  feeing  it  was  real,  there  was  a  fliouting  and  gladnefs,  and 
tinging  of  Pfalms  in  all  Churches,  the  people  crying  outC^ir- 
us  Marius  Vidorius  is  become  a  Chridian.  This  was  written 
for  a  wonder,  and  what  ground  have  I  to  think,  that  God 
will  work  fuch  wonders  for  me,  who  have  ncglet^ed  his  or-' 
dinary  means  of  falvation  ? 

Blefs  the  Lord,.  O  my  foul !  who  gave  thee  a  feafon,  a  day 
for  eternal  life,  which  is  more  than  he  hath  done  for  thou- 
fands  j  yea,  blefs  the  Lord  for  giving  thee  an  heart 'to  under¬ 
hand  and  improve  that  feafon,  I  confefs  I  have  riot  improved 
it  as  1  ought  5  yet,  this  I  can  ( through  mercy  )  fay  ‘1  that  how 
ever  it  fare  in  future  times,  with  my  outward  man,  'though  I 
have  no  treafures  or  dores  laid  up  on  earth  ,  or  if  I  have, 
they  are  but  corruptible,  yet  I  have  a  blefled  hope  laid  up  in 
heaven,  Coh  i.  5.  I  have  bags  that  wax  not  old.^  Whild 

worldlings 


The  prefump- 
tuous  fouls  Re- 
fledion. 


The  induflrl- 
ous  fouls  Re¬ 
flexion. 
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worldlings  rejoyceiri  their  ftoresand  heaps,  I  will  rejoyce  in 
thefe  eternal  treafures.  -  '*  . 

♦  I  r  -  '  *  7 

•  t  ’  ,  ■  , 

The  Poem.. 

^  N,  2.  *  • 
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OBferve  in- Summers  Sultry  heat.  ^ 
how  in  the  (i)  hotted:  day: 

The  Husbandman  doth  toyl  and  (2)  fweat, 
about  his  Corn  and  Hay.,  '  ,  , 

If  then  he  (hould  not  reap  and  mow, 
and  C3)  gather  in  his  dore  j 
How  (hould  he  live,  when  for  the  fnow 
he  can’t  move  out  of  door  ? 

The  little  (4)  Ants,  and  painful  Bees  *, 
by  natures  indindt  led  j 
Thefe  have  their  Summer  granaries, 
for  winter  furnilhed. 

But  thou  my  foul,  whofe  Summers  day 
is  almoft  paft  and  gone  •> 

What  Soul-provifidn  doll  thou'- (5)  lay  ' 

in  C<5)  flock  to  fpend  upon  ?  '  ‘  • 

r 

If  fy)  nature  teacheth  to  prepare 

for  temporal  life,:  ihuch  rather  '  '1  O 

Grace  (hould  provoke  to  (8^  greater  care, 
foul  food  in  time  to  gather. 

Days  of  afB.idion,  and  didrefs  ' 
are  Cp)  hading  on  apace, 

If  now  Hive  in  carelefnefs  j  '  - 

how  fad  will  be  my  cafe  ?  \  S' 
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(i;  Job7.  2. 
(2)  Gen.  3.19. 
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.Unworthy 


Mat.  <5.20. 

('dji  Tim.5iio 
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(f)  Jer.  8. 7. 
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uOIfa.  32. 9- 

Un worthy^ of  the  name  - (0  nian,  | 

who  for  that  foul  of  thine  j  .  ^  ^  ^ ! 

Wilt  not  do  that  which  others  can 
■  -  do  for  their  very  kine. 

\(2)  Luke  12. 

Us.  20* 

Think  frugal  Farmers^  when  you  fee  ^ 

Your  m6wsl)f  Corn  and  Hay  » 

What  a  (2)  convidion  this  will  be 
to  you,  another  day.- 

who  ne’re  were  up  before  the  Sun> 
nor  break  an  hours  reft  v 

For  your  poor  fouls,  as  you  have  done 
-  fo  often,  for  a  beaft.  ^ 

U3;iCor.4.i8. 

|r4>iCor.7.3i 

l(’fJProv.23.5. 

Learn  once  to  fee  the  difference 
betwixt  C3)  eternal  things  > 

And  thefe  poor  (4)  tranfient  things  of  fence  > 
that  fly  with  (  5) ;  eagles  wings. 

i 

L- 

i 

;  CHAP,  xyii: 

t 

Upon  .reaping 
thefa®cv(ce5 , 

,  low. 

:  1 

i  When  from  Tare  feeds^  you  fee.  choice  voheat  to  grow, 

1  Then  from  youfluSi,  may  joy  and  comfort  fow. 

•I.  . 

\  7  ■  ■  V  V. 
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/^OD  gives  to  every  feed  its  own  body,  r  Cor,  i5‘3S. 

At  firft  he  created  every^  Tree  and  herb  of  the  field, 
having  its  feed  in  its  felf>  for  the  confervation  of  the  ffecies  ^ 
and  they  all  inviolably  obferve  the  Law  of  their  Creation.  All 
fruits  naturally  rife  out  of  the  feed,  and  roots  proper  to 
them..  Men  do  not  gi^ther  grapes  of^horns^  not  figs  of  tlijlles. 

Such 
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Such  produdions  would  be  monftrous  in  natures  and  al*. 
though  the  juice  or  fap  of  the  earth  be  the  common  matter 
of  all  kind  of  fruits,  yet  it  is  fpccificated  according  to  the 
different  forts  of  Plants  and  feeds  it  nourifnes.  Where  wheat 
is  Town, it’s  turn’d  into  Wheats  in  an  apple  Tree,  it  becomes, 
an  apple  s  and  fo  in  every  fort  of  Plants  or  feeds,  it’s  con- ' 
cocked  into  fruit  proper  to  the  kind. 


APPLICATION. 

TRanfiatc  this  into  fpirituals  ,  and  the  propotltion  tha-‘ 
do  wed  forth  by  it ,  is  fully  expreffed  by  the  Apoftle, 
GaU  6,  7,  Whnt  a  mm  fom^  that  (}jall  he  reap  *,  they  that  fon> 
to  the  flejhy  fhaH  of  the  flejh  reap  corruption\  and  they  that  jort?  to 
the  fpirit,  Jhallofthe  fpirit  reap  life  everlafting.  And  as  fure  as 
the  harveft  follows  the  feed-time,  fo  fure  (hall  fuch  fruits  and 
effedfs  refult  from  the  feeds  of  fuch  adfions.  He  that  fomth 
iniquity,  Jhal  reap  vanity y  Prov.  22.8.  And  they  that  novo  go 
forth  vpeepingy  and  hearing  precious  feedy  Jhall  doubt lefs  eome 
again  rejoycing  bringing  their  Jheaves  r^ith  themy  Pfal.  I2d,  5, 

The  fum  of  all  is  this.  That  our  prefent  adf  ions  have  the  fame 
refped  and  relation  to  future  rewards  and  punifhments,  as 
the  feeed  we  fow  in  our  fields  ,  hath  to  the  harveft  ,we  reap 
from  it.  Every  gracious  adfion  is  the  feed  of  joy,  and  every 
finful  adion  the  feed  of  anguifh  and  forrow,  to  the^  foul  that 
fowed  it.  T wo  things  are  fenfibly  prefented  to  us  in  this  fi- 
militude. 

That  as  the  feed  fown,  is  prefently  covered  from  our  light 
under  the  clods,  and  for  fome  time  after  we  fee  no  more  of 
it,  and  yet  at  laft  it  appears  again ,  by  which  it’s  evident  to 
us  that  it  is  not  finally  loft  :  So  our  prefent  adfions ,  though 
phyfically  tranfient,  and  perhaps  forgotten,  yet  are  not  loft, 
but  after  a  time  (hall  appear  again  in  order  to  a  retribution. 

If  this  were  not  fo,  all  good  and  holy  a<^ioiis  would  be  to 
the  lofs  of  him  that  performed  them.  All  the  felf- denial, 
fpending  duties,  and  (harp  fufferings  of  the  people  of  God, 
would  turn  to  their  damage,  though  not  in  point  of  honefty, 

V  2  yet 
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yet  in  point  of  peifonal  utility  \  and  then  alfo ,  what  diffe¬ 
rence  would  there  be  betwixt  the  acifions  of  a  man  and  a 
beafij  with  rerpe<ff  to  future  good  or  evil  ?  yea^  man  would 
then  be  more  feared  and  obeyed  than  God,  and  fouls  be  fway- 
ed  in  all  tlieir  motions,  only  by  the  influence  of  prefent 
thingsv  and  where  then  would  Religion  be  found  in  the 
world  ?  ^Tis  ah  excellent  note  of  Vrexelius  *,  Our  works 
“  (  faith  he  )  do  not  pafs  away  aifoon  as  they  are  done,  but  as 
feed  fown,  fliall  after  a  time  rife  up  to  all  eternity  i  what¬ 
ever  we  think,  fpeak  or  do,  once  fpoken,  thought  or  done,  is 
eternal,  and  abides  for  ever. 

^  What  Zer/wj  the  famous  Lzm;rerfaid  of  his  work,  rhay  be 
truly  faidof  all  our  works*,  JEternitati  pingo^  I  paint  for  e- 
ternity.  O,  how  careful  fhould  men  be  of  what  they  fpeak 
and  do,  whilh  they  are  commanded  fo  to  fpeak,  and  fo  to  do, 
as  thofe  that  fhall  be  judged  by  the  perfedt  Law  of  Liberty, 
Jam,  2.12.  What  more  tranlient  than  a  vain  word  ^  and  yet 
for  fuch  words,  men  fhall  give  an  account  in  the  day  ot  judg¬ 
ment.  Mat,  12.3d.  That’s  the firft  thing  *,  Adtions  like  feed, 
fhall  rife  and  appear  again  in  order  to  a  retribution. 

The  other  thing  held  forth  in  this  fimilitude  is.  That  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  our  adfions  now.,  will  be  the  fruit 
and  reward  of  them  then.  Though  the  fruit  or  confequence 
of  holy  actions,  for  the  prefent  may  feem  bitter,  and  the  fruit 
of  linful  adf  ions  fweet  and  pleafant,  yet  there  is  nothing  more 
certain  ,  than  that  their  future  fruits  fhall  be  according  to 
their  prefent  nature  and  quality,  2  Cor,  5.10.  ThenDiony- 
fws  fhall  retradf  that  faying,  Ecce  quam  projpera  navigatio  a 
Vea  datur  facrilegis  j.  Behold  how  God  favours  our  facrikd- 
ges.  Sometim.es  indeed  (  though  but  rarely  ')  God  caufes  fin- 
ners  to  reap  in  this  world,  the  fame  that  they  have  fown  *,  as 
hath  been  their  fin,  fuch  hath  been  their  punifhment.  It  was 
openly  confelTed  by  Adonihezeck^^  Judg  1.7.  As  1  l^ave  done 
fo  hath  God  requited  me, 

Socrates  in  his  Church  Hiflory  furnifhes  us  with  a  pertinent 
pafTage  to  this  purpofe,  concerning  the  Emperor^  who 

was  an  Arrian^  and  a  bitter  perfecutor  of  the  Ghriflians  : 
This  man  3  when  eighty  of v-ihe  Orthodox  Chriftians  failed 

from 


Drexlius  de  ^ 
pYope  fin 
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from  Confiantinople  to  Nicomedia,  to  treat  with  him  about 
the  points  of  Arrianijm,  and  to  fettle  the  matter  by  way  of 
difpute  i  the  Emperor  hearing  of  their  arrrival,  while  they 
were  yet  in  the  Harbor  5  and  rtot  a  man  landed,  caufed  the 
Ships  to  be  fired  wherein  they  were,  and  fo  confumed  them 
all.  Not  long  after,  in  his  Wats  againft  the  Goth ,  he  was 
overthrown')  and  hiding  himfelf  in  a  little  Cottage,  the  ene¬ 
my  coming  by,  burnt  it  and  him  together.  Thus  this  wretch 
reap’d  what  he  fo  wed,  burning,  for  burning,  the  very  fame 
in  kind  paid  him  again  )  it  is  not  always  fo  in  this  world, 
but  fo  it  (hall  be  in  that  to  come  i  The  table  (hall  then  be  tur¬ 
ned,  and  the  Scene  altered',  for  (hall  not  the  Judge  of  I'll  the 
world  do  righteoully  ?  Viogenes  was  tempted  to  think,  that 
God  had  caft  oJf  the  Government  of  the  world,  when  he 
faw  the  wicked  profper  in  their  wickednefs.  On  the  fame 
ground,  many  have  been  tempted  to  Jtheijm ',  but  then  the 
world  (hall  fee  diftributive  jufiice  (hining  out  in  its  glory. 
T:ribttlation,  anguijh  and  math,  to  ctiery  foul  of  man  that  doth 
evil--,  but  glory,honour,and  peace, to  every  man  that  mrketh  good, 

Rom.  2.  p,  10.  Then  ’twill  appear  what  (eed  we  fowed,  what 
lives  we  lived  i  for  God  (hall  bring  every  work  into  judg¬ 
ment  ,  with  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good  or  evilj 
Ecclef,  12. 14. 

REFLECTIONS. 

'H'ls  Meditation  may  be  to  me  what  the  hand-writing 

t  .  _  1 _ ,  r-  r-  /< 


Cum  video  mala 
fata  bonis,  ig- 
nofeite  quafo ; 
fo  licit  or  nuUos^ 
ejfe  gut  are 
Beos.  Ovid.' 


I, 


MlS  meaiiauuil  iiiay  „  The  nroftine* 

Jl  upon  the  wall  was  to  that  ptophane  Prince,  5.  5,  d.  T  ^ 

and  a  like  elTed  it  (hould  have  upon  me  >  for  it  all  the  aCti-  ; 
ons  of  this  life  be  feed  Town  for  the  next,  Lord ,  what  a  crop,  j 
what  a  dreadful  harveft  am  I  like  to  have  >  how  many  oaths  > 
and  curfes,  lyes  and  wain  words,  have  1  fown  with  my  tongue 
how  have  I  wronged,  oppreffed,  and  over-reached  in  my 
dealings'?  ru(hed  into  all  prophanenefs,  drunkenneft,  un- 
cleannefs  Sabbath- breaking,  &c.  as  the  horfe  rulhetb  into  the 
battle -y  and  what  (hall  I  reap  from  fuch  feed  as  this,  but  ven¬ 
geance  and  fury  ?  Thefe  fins  feemed  pleafant  in  the  commiffi- 

on  butO,  how  bitter  will  they  be  in  their  account?  mat 

’  ’  ■.  Jhall 


i 


The  moral 
mans  reflecti¬ 
on. 


3-  , 

The  holy  fouls 
RetteCt.on. 


\hdl  I  do  when  Cod  rifeth  up  .?  and  rf  hen  he  vifnelh,  tphat  Jhall 
lanfmerhim/  Job  31.14.  I3  it  not  reafonable  andfjuft,  (O 
my  foul )  that  thou  (houlclii  eat  the  fruit  of  thine  own  plant¬ 
ing,  and  reap  what  thou  haft  fown  ?  I  thought  nothing  but 
profit  and  pleafure  would  fpring  from  my  lufts,  but  now  I 
fee  ’tisa  root  bearing  gall  and  wormwood,  Deut.  20.  j8. 
Wretched  foul,  what  (hall  I  do?  if  thefe  aSions  be  not 
then  am  I  undone,  lhave  been  the  author  of  mineownruine’ 
twilled  an  halter  with  mine  own  fingers,  for  the  execution 
of  mine  own  foul !  O  let  me  rather  talk  the  bitternefs  of  fin' 
by  repentance  now,  than  enjoy  its  prefent  pleafures,  which 
betrays  the  foul  to  endlefs  wrath  ! 

How  have  I  alfo  been  deceived  in  this  matter  ?  I  verily 
thought  that  glory  and  immortality  would  have  been  the 
fruit  and  produd  of  my  moral  honefty  and  righteoufnefs 
that  joy  and  peace  had  been  feminally  contained  in  thofe 
a<9ions  i  but  now  I  fee  fuch  fruit  can  fpring  from  no  other 
root  but  fpecial  grace.  Glory  is  difclofed  from  no  other  bud 
but  holinefs,  Alas all  my  planting  and  fowing  was  to  little 

purpofe,  becaufelfowed  not  the  right  kind  of  feed;  thebeft 

fruit  I  can  expetft  from  this,  is  but  a  leffer  degree  of  damna- 
tion. 

Deluded  foul,  thy  feed  is  no  better  than  what  the  moral 
Heathens  fowed  ;  and  do  I  exped  better  fruit  than  what  they 
reaped  ?  Civility  without  Chrift,  is  but  a  freer  llavery  ;  and 
Satan  holds  me  as  faft  in  captivity  by  this,  as  he  doth  the  pro- 

phane  by  the  pleafure  of  their  lulls ;  either  I  mull  fow  bet- 
ter  leedj  or  look  to  reap  bitter  fruit. 

Mean  while,  blefs  the  Lord,  (O  my  foul)  who  inabled  thee 
to  fow  better  feed  !  who  kept  thee  watching,  humbling  thy 
felf  and  praying,  whilft  others  have  been  fwearing,  drinking 
and  blafpheming.  This  will  yield  thee  the  fruit  of  joy  in  the 
world  to  come ;  yea,  it  already  yields  prefent  peace  to  thy 
conicience.  Thefe  revenues  are  better  than  Gold,  fweeter 
thari  the  honey,  and  the  honey-comb ;  not  that  fuch  fruits  are 
roeritoriouny  contained  in  thefe  adlions,  I  fow  to  my  felf  in 
righteoufnefs,  but  I  reap  in  mercy,  Ho/I  10. 12,  This  is  the 
way  in  which  God  will  fave  and  glorilie  me.  O  then,,  let  me 
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jbe  ever  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  word,  knowing  that 
;  my  labour  (hall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

i 


The  Toem, 


% 


■.-f 


T  would  be  a  ftrange^and  monftrous  thing  to  fee 
Cherries,  or  Plums  grow  on  an  Apple  Tree.- 
W ho  ever  gatherM  from  the  (i)  thiftle  Figs? 

Or  fruitful  Grapes  from  off  the  worthlefs  twigs 
Of  pricking  thorns  ?  in  nature  ftill  we  find 
All  its  produdions  (2)  anfwering  to  their  kind- 
As  are  the  Plants  we  fet,  or  feeds  we  fow  \ 

Such  is  the  (3)  fruit  we  (hake,  and  corn  we  mow. 
And  canfl:  thou  think  that  from  corruptions  root, . 
Thy  (out  (liall  pluck  the  fweet  and  pleafant  fruit 
Of  fpiritual  peace  ?  who  ever  that  was  wife. 

Abus’d  himfclf  with  fuch  (4)  abfurdities  ? 

Look  what  you  fowj  the  very  fame  you’l  reap. 

The  fruit  of  what  you  plant,  be  fureyou’l  eat. 

How  are  they  (5O  baffled  by  a  fubtil  devil  ?  ' 

That  hope  for  heaven,  whilfl  their  ways  are  evil; 
Such  reafonings  here  their  credulous  fouls  beguile. 

At  which  in  other  things,  themfelves  would  fmile. 
Our  prefent  a <3’s  though  ilightly  paffed  by,,. 

Are  fo  much  feed,  (own  for  eternity. 

The  feeds'of  prayers,  fecret  groans  and  tears > 
Willfhootat  laft  into  the  full  blown  ears. 

Of  peace  and  joy.^  (73  Bleffed  are  they  that  fow 
Befide  thefe  waters,  yea,  thrice  bleft  that  go 
Bearing  fuch  precious  feed  ,  though  now  they  mourn, 
With  joyful  (heaves,  they  (hortly  (hall  return. 

Needs  muft  the  full  ripe  fruits  in  heaven  be  good, 
When  as  the  feed  was  glory  in  the  bud. 

But  O,  the  (S)  bitter,  baneful  fruits  of  (in  ! 

When  all  the  pleaiure  (inners  have  therein . 


("ij  Mat.  7.1^0 

V2)  Gen. 1. 1  i. 
(3;  Job  4.  7;  . 

(4)  Jam.  li  2.1. 
Gal.  6,  7, 

(6)  Gall  6*  7* 
('7jPfal.i25.5. 

('8)Deut.29.i8 

f9jtkb.1i.25'. 

Like 


1^2 
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Ci)  Prav.i4*9* 

Like  faded  bloffoms  to  the  ground  fiiall  fall, 

Then  they  will  talk  the  wormwood  and  the  gall. 

What  God  and  confciencenowof  Im  report^ 

You  llighf>  and  with  their  dreadful  threatnings  C^)  fport. 
But  he’l  convince  you  then,  your  ways  were  naught, 

(z)  ]udg.8.7. 

As  Gideon  the  men  of  (2  j  Succoth  taught. 

If  Sermons  cannot,  fire  and  brimftone  muft 

\ 

Teach  men  how  good  it  is  to  pamper  lull:. 

( 33Mark  9.44* 

When  confcience  (3  )  takes  thee  by  the  throat  and  cries 

Now  wretch,  now  finner,  thou  that  didft  defpife 

My  warnings  i  learn,  and, ever  learning  be 

That  LelTon,  which  thou  ne’re  wouldft  learn  of  me. 

The  ftoutefi:  finner  then  will  houl  and  roar,  . 

0  fin  !  I  never  faw  thy  face  before. ' 

Is  this  the  fruit  of  fin  ?  Is  this  the  place 

Where  I  muft  lye  ?  Is  this  indeed  the  cafe 

* 

W 

Of  my  poorToul !  muft  I  be  bound  In  chains 

With  thefe  companions  ?  Oh,  is  this  the  gains 

I  get  by  fin  !  poor  wretch,  I  that  wouldmevcr 

See  this  before,  am  now  undone  for  ever. 

*  r 

Upon  the  joy 

of  Harvehmen 
% 

C  H  A  P.  X  VIIL  . 

Great  is  the  joy  of  Harveft  men^  yet  lefs 

Tha?2  theirs^  whom  God  doth  with  his  favour  hlefs. 

V 

-  t 

'' 

OBSERVATION. 

/  * 

r 

1/ 

1  - 

\  Mong  all  earthly  joys ,  thefe  four  forts  are  noted  in 
Jl\^  Scripture ,  as  the  moft  excellent  and  remarkable, 
(j)  Nuptial  ]oys^  the  day  of  Efpoufals  is  the  day  of  the  glad¬ 
ness  of  a  mans  heart,  Cant,  3.  1 1.  {2)  ‘the  joy  of  Children. 

•  •  ••  t 

Though  now  it  feem  but  a  common  mercy  to  moft,  and  a’ 

burden 
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burden  to  fome  >  yet  the  people  of  God  were  wont  to  edeem 
it  a  choice  mercy ,  and  rcjoyced  greatly  in  it ,  John  16,21, 
there’s  joy  that  a  man  is  born  into  the  world.  C3)  7he  joy  of 
conquejls  and  vidories?  when  men  divide  the  fpoyl.  And  laft- 
ly,  ihejoy  of  Harveji  j  thefe  two  we  find  put  together  as  prin¬ 
cipal  matters  of  joy,  Jfa*  p.  3.  "they  joy  before  thee ^  according 
to  the  joy  in  Harveji^  and  as  men  rejoyce  vohen  they  divide  the 
jpoil.  The  joy  of  Harvefi  is  no  fmall  joy  i  Gaudium  mejjis^  eji 
meffir  gaudii^  the  joy  of  Harveft  is  the  Harvefi:  of  their  joy. 
’Tis  ufual  with  men,  when  they  have  reaped  down  their  har¬ 
veft,  (  or  cut  the  neck,  as  they  ufe  to  call  it )  to  demonftrate 
their  joy  by  (houtings,  and  loud  acclamations. 

APPLICATION. 

THus,  and  unfpeakably  more  than  thus,  do  Saints  rejoyce 
and  (hout  for  joy ,  when  they  reap  the  favour  and  love 
of  God,  for  which  they  laboured  in  many  a  weary  duty.  This 
joy  of  harveft*  as  great  as  it  is,  and  as  much  as  carnal  hearts 
are  lifted  up  with  it,  is  but  a  trifle,  a  thing  of  nought,  com¬ 
pared  with  yours  >  after  they  have  fown  to  themfelves  in  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  waited  for  theelfeds  and  returns  of  their  du- , 
ties  with  patience,  and  at  laft  come  to  reap  in  mercy,  either 
the  full  harveft  in  heaven,  or  but  the  firft  fruits  of  it  on  earth, 
yet  rejoyce ,  n^ith  joy  unffea\ahle  and  full  of  glory i  Pet. 
1.8.  f his  puts  more  gladnefs  into  iheir  heart s^  than  rvhen 

corn  and  vpine  increafisy  Pfal.  4. 7*  C«trnal  joys  are  but  foul 
Feavers,  the  Agues  of  the  inner-man  •,  there  is  a  great  diffe¬ 
rence  betwixt  the  unnatural  inflammations  of  a  feverifh  body 
which  waftes  their  fpirits,  and  drinks  up  the  radical  moifture, 
and  that  kindly  well-tempered  heat  of  an  healthy  body  i  and 
as  much  between  the  fweet,  ferene  and  heavenly  joys,  which 
flow  from  the  bofom  of  Chrift  into  the  hearts  of  believers, 
and  thofe  earthly  delights  which  carnal  hearts  in  a  fenfual  way 
fuck  out  of  creature-enjoyments.  I  will  (hew  you  the  tran- 
fcendencyof  fpiritual  joys,  above  the  joy  of  harveft,  in  thefe 
eight  particulars  following. 

You  that  joy  with  the  joy  of  harveft ,  are  glad  >  becaufe 

X  now 
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now  you  have  food  for  your  felves  and  families  to  live  upon 
all  the  year ,  but  the  Chriftian  repyceth,  becaufe  he  hath 
bread  to  eat>  that  the  world  knows  not  of,  Kev.  2.17.  Chrift 
is  the  food  of  his  (ohl,  and  his  fteih  is  meat  indeed  ,  and  his 
blood  drink  indeed,  Job.  5  5  5.  ( /.  e.  )  the  moft  real  and  ex¬ 
cellent  food.  You  read,  Tfal.  78.25.  that  man  did  eat  An¬ 
gels  food  ( ?.  e.  )  Manna,  -  which  was  fuch  excellent  bread, that 
if  Angels  did  live  upon  material  food.,  this  would  be  chofen 
for  them  ^  and  yet  this  is  but  a  type  and  dark  (hadow  of  Jefus 
Chrifi^  the  food  of  believers. 

Yourejoyce  when  your  harveft  is  in,  becaufe  corn  is  vir¬ 
tually  many  other  things  behdesfoodi  you  can  turn  it  into 
cloaths  to  keep  you  warm,  and  many  other  necelfaries  may 
be  purchafed  by  it :  but  yet  it  is  not  like  Chrift,  the  obj€(^o£ 
a  Saints  joy  j  though  it  anfwers  many  things,  it  doth  not 
anfwer  all  things  as  Chrift  doth  h  turn  it  into  what  you  will, 
it  hath  but  a  limited  and  refpedive  ufefulnefs.*  but  Jefus 
Chrift  is  all  in  all  to  believers,  and  out  of  him  their  faith  can 
fetch  all  fupplies  '•>  he  is  their  health  in  licknefs,  their  ftrength 
in  weaknefs,  their  eafe  in  pain,  their  honour  in  reproach, 
their  wealth  in  poverty?  their  friend  in  friendlefnefs,  their 
habitation  when  barbourlefs,  their  enlargement  in  bonds, 
the  ftrength  of  their  hearts,  and  life  of  their  life.  O  he  is  a 
full  Chrift,  and  whatever  excellencies  are  fcattered  among  all 
the  creatures,  do  meet  all  in  him,  and  much  more. 

You  rejoyce  when  you  have  gotten  in  your  harveft,  be¬ 
caufe  now  you  can  free  thofe  engagements,  and  pay  thole 
debts  which  you  have  contra6ied.  *Tis  a  comfort  to  be  out 
ot  debt,  and  you  may  lawfully  rejoyce  that  God  gives  you 
wherewith  to  quit  your  engagements,  that  you  may  owe  no 
man  any  thing  but  love ;  but  ftill  the  joy  of  harveft  falls 
.{hort  of  the  joy  of  Saints  *,  for  you  rejoyce  that  you  are ,  Qr 
have  wherewith  to  help  your  felves  out  of  mens  debts.  biU 
they  rejoyce  that  they  arc  out  of  Gods  debt,  that  his 
is  cancelled?  and  their  fins  pardoned  that  by  reafon  of  the 
imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ,  the  Law  can  demand  no¬ 
thing  from  them  3  Kom,  8.  I.  Oh,  what  matter  of  joy  is 

'  '  Yon 
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You  rejoyce,  becaufe  now  your  corn  is  out  of  danger,  all 
the  while  it  was  abroad  it  was  in  ha7ard,  but  now  it  is  hou- 
fed  you  fear  not  the  rain.  But  Chriftians  rejoyce  >  not  be- 
caufe  their  Corn  is  fafe,  but  becaufe  their  fouls  are  fo.  All 
the  while,  they  abode  in  an  unregenerate  flate,  they  were  eve¬ 
ry  moment  in  danger  of  theflorms  of  wrath  j  but  now  being 
in  Chrill,  that  danger  is  over  i  and  what  cc^mpare  is  there 
betwixt  the  fafety  of  a  little  corn,  and  the  fecurity  of  an 
immortal  foul  ? 

Your  joy  is  but  in  a  gift  of  common  providence.  T^urks 
and  Heathens  can  rejoyce  with  your  joy ,  but  the  joy  of  a 
Chrihian  is  a  peculiar  favour  and  gift  of  God.  Corn  is  gi¬ 
ven  to  all  Nations,  even  the  moft  barbarous  and  wicked  have 
hore  of  it  h  butChrift  is  the  portion  but  of  a  few,  and  thofe 
the  dearly  beloved  of  God.  Luther  faid  of  the  whole  *Lurkj(h 
Empire  (  where  is  the  beft  and  greatefl:  ilore  of  corn)  that 
{t  is  but  a  crumb  which  the  great  Maher  of  the  Family  throws 
to  the  dogs.  He  that  had  more  corn  than  his  barns  could  hold, 
now  wants  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  his  tongue.  Chrift  is  a 
gift  bellowed  only  upon  Gods  Eled:. 

Your  joy  will  have  an  end  >  the  time  is  coming,  that  when 
you  have  reaped  down  your  harvefts,  your  felves  muft  be 
reaped  down  by  death,  and  then  you  (hall  rejoyce  in  thefe 
things  no  more  but  when  your  joy  is  ended,  then  is  the  joy 
of  Saints  perfected  i  they  reap  their  harvell,  when  you  leave 
your  harvell ;  their  confolation  is  everlalling. 

God  can  feparate  your  joy  from  thefe  enjoyments,  even 
while  you  have  them>  as  well  as  when  you  leave  them.  ’Tis 
one  thing  fora  man  to  have  riches  and  full  Barns,  and’ ano¬ 
ther  thing  to  have  comfort  in  them,  Ecclef.  5.  ip,2o.  But 
now  the  joy  of  Chrillians  is  a  thing  infeparable  from  their  en¬ 
joyment  of  Chrift :  Indeed  the  fenfeof  their  interell  may  be 
loft,  and  fo  the  ads  of  their  joy  intermitted  i  but  they  al¬ 
ways  have  it  in  the  feed,  if  not  jn  the  fruit,  TfaL  5^7.  ii. 
Joy  if  Jon^n  fir  the  upright  *,  he  hath  it  ftill  in  the  principle, 
and  in  the  promife. 

The  joy  of  Harveft'men, .  for  the  moll  part,  is  only  in  their 
harvell,  and  in  fuch  earthly  things  j  take  that  away,  and  their 

X  2  joy, 
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joy  ceafes.  Earthly  hearts  are  acquainted  with  no  higher 
comforts  s  but  the  people  of  God  can  joy  in  him,  and  take 
*  comforts  in  their  earthly  in  joy  men  fs  too  i  and  what  comfort 
they  take  in  thefe  things,  is  much  more  refined  and  fweet 
‘than  yours  >  for  they  enjoy  all  thefe  things  in  God,  and  his 
(love  in  giving  them,  puts  a  fweetncfs  into  them,  that  you 
are  unacquainted  with.  Thus  you  fee,  how  far  your  joy  falls 
(hort  of  theirs. 

REFLECTION. 


I. 

A  Rckleaion 
for  one  that 
hath  a  full 
Barn  but  no 
Chrift. 


2. 

A  Reflexion 
’  for  one  that 
hathChrft 
;  Sut  no  Barn. 


HOw  have  I  rejoyced  in  a  thing  of  nought,  and  pleafed 
my  felf  with  a  vanity  ?  God  hath  bleffed  me  in  my 
fields,  and  in  my  ftoresj  but  not  with  fpiritual  bleffings  in 
heavenly  places  in  Chrift.  My  Barns  are  full  of  corn ,  but 
my  foul  is  empty  of  grace  >  common  bounty  hath  given  me 
a  fullncfs  of  the  things  of  this  life,  but  what  if  the  meaning 
of  it  fltould  be  to  fat  me  fpr  the  day  of  flaughter  }  what  if 
.  this  be  the  whole  of  my  portion  from  the  Lord  ?  what  if  the 
language  of  his  providences  to  my  foul  fliould  be  this  ?  Lo, 
here  I  have  given  thee  (with  Ijhmael )  thcfatnefsof  the  earth: 
Thou  fiialt  not  fay ,  but  thou  haft  tailed  of  thy  Creator’s 
Bounty  i  but  make  the  moil  of  it,  for  this  is  all  that  ever 
thou  ihalt  have  from  me  :  There  be  others  in  the  world,  to 
whom  1  have  denyed  thefe  things,  but  for  them  I  have  re- 
ferved  better  ?  for  the  mofi:  part  they  are  poor  in  this  world, 
but  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  Kingdom  ?  Is  not  this  e- 
nough  to  damp  all  my  carnal  mirths  Should  my  confcience 
give^mefucha  as  Ahrabam  in  the  parable  gave  to 

Vhes  Kemember  that  thou  in  thy  life  time  receiv^dji  t by  goody 
things.  Ah,  what  a  cut  would  that  be  to  all  my  comforts  ? 
A  man  in  a  Feaver  hath  a  lively  colour,  but  a  dying  heart.  I 
have  an  appearance,  a  (hadow  of  comfort ,  but  a  (ad  flate  of 

foul.  . 

Bleffed  he  the  God  and  father  of  my  Lord  Jefi^s  Chrf^vphohath 
bleffed  me  with  all  ffiritual  bleffings  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrtji 
E^,  1.3.'  Though  he  hath  not  feen  fit  togive  me  much,  of 
this  world  in  Hand  >  yet  it  hath  pleafed  him  to  fettle  a  rich 

inhe- 
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inheritance  upon  me  by  promife  »  the  hopes  and  expcdlati- 
ons  whereof,  yield  my  foul  more  true  comfort  than  all  the 
prefent  enjoyments  of  this  world  could  have  done.  BlelTcdbe 
the  Lord  ,  who  hath  not  given  me  my  portion  in  this  life, 
that  by  keeping  me  from  the  injoyment^  hath  alfo  preferved 
me  from  the  /hares  of  a  profperous  ellate. 

Lord]efus>  I  have  no  bags,  I  have  no  Barns  ^  but  thou 
(halt  be  to  me  inhead  of  all  thofe  things.  When  others  re- 
joyce  in  the  fulnefs  of  their  earthly  comforts,  I  will  rcjoyce 
in  the  fulnefs  of  my  Chrift  i  they  have  that  which  (though 
I  have  not )  I  lhall  not  want ,  and  I  have  that  which  all  their 
riches  cannot  purchafe.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul ! 

But  Lord,  how  am  I  obliged,  above  thoufands,  to  love 
and  praife  thee  !  to  blefs  and  admire  thee,  who  hah  not  only 
plentifully  provided  for  my  foul,  but  for  my  body  too  !  who 
hah  given  me  both  the  upper  and  the  neither  fprings ,  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth ,  things  prefent ,  and  things  to  come  i  Xhou 
hah  not  dealt  fo  with  all,  no,  not  with  all  thine  own  peo¬ 
ple  >  many  of  them  are  hrangers  to-the  mercies  which  I  en¬ 
joy.  God  hath  done  great  things  for  me  O  my  foul !  what 
wilt  thou  do  for  God  ?  the  freer  the  condition  is  ,  he  hath 
placed  me  in,  the  more  am  1  both  obliged  and  advantaged 
for  his  fi^vice  j  and  yet  I  doubt  it  will  be  found,  that  many 
a  poor  Chrihian  that  labours  with  his  hands  to  get  his  bread, 
Vedeems  more  hours  for  God  than  I  do.  Lord,  make  me 
fivife  to  underhand)  and  anfwer  the  double  end  of  this  gra¬ 
cious  difpenfation  !  Let  me  beftow  the  more  of  my  time  on! 
God,  and  hand  ready  to  Miniftcr  to  the  neceffities  of  his  pp- 

ple*  ^  . 

Oh,  what  an  unhappy  wretch  am  1 1  that  have  nothing 

either  in  hand,  or  in  hope  i  am  miferable  here,  and  like  to  be 
ib  for  ever  •  Had  I  but  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  as  the  godly 
poor  have,  that  would  fweeten  all  prefent  troubles,  and  fliew 
me  the  end  of  them.  But  alas  !  I  am  poor  and  wicked^  con¬ 
temned  of  men,  and  abhorred  of  God  *,  an  object  of  con¬ 
tempt  ,  both  to  heaven  and  earth.  Lord,  look  upon  fuch  a 
truly  miferable  object  with  compaiTion,  give  me  a  portion 
with  thy  people  in  the  world  to  come,  if  thou  never  better 


A  Refleftion 
for  one  that 
ha ch  a  full 
Barn  and 
Chrift  too. 


4.  ' 

A  Rcflcftlon 
:or  one  that 
hath  neither  a 
Barn,  nor  a 
Chrift. 


ray  outward  condition  here  !  O  fandtU'y  this  poverty!  blefs 
thefe  hraitsand  wants  ,  that  they  mayraeceffitate  my  foul  to 
go  to  Chrih  j  make  this  poverty  the  way  to  glory ,  and  I 
ihall  blefs  thee  to  eternity,  that  I  was  poor  in  this  world. 


(i)  Ifa.  p.  3. 


(2)  Pfal.  4.  7. 


The  Poem. 

OFt  have  I  feen  when  harveft’s  almoft  in. 

The  laft  load  coming  i  how  fome  men  have  bin 
Rapt  up  with  joy,  as  if  that  welcome  cart 
Drew  home  the  very  (i)  treafure  of  their  heart. 
What  joyful  (houtings !  hooping  !  hollowing  noife. 
What  mingled  voices  both  of  men  and  boys  ? 

To  carnal  minds  there  is  no  (2)  greater  mirth. 

No  higher  joy  >  nor  greater  heaven  on  earth, 

He  fpeaks  pure  Paradoxes,  that  fhall  fay 
Thefe  are  but  trifles  i  to  what  Saints  enjoy. 

But  they  (3)  defpife  yourfparks,  as  much  as  you 
Contemn  their  Sun.  Some  that  could  never  (hew 
A  full  fluff  (4)  Barn,  on  which  youfet  your  heart  > 
But  glean  perhaps  the  ears  behind  your  cart  j 
Yet  are  the  gleanings  of  your  comfort  mOre, 

Than  all  your  harvefl,  and  admired  ftore. 

Your  mirth  is  (5 )  mixt  with  (brrow,  theirs  is  pure 
Yours  like  afhadow  (6)  fleets,  but  theirs  indure. 

God  gives  to  you  the  husk,  to  them  the  pith  j 
And  no  heart-flring-forrow  (y)  adds  therewith. 
Though  at  the  gates  of,  death  they  fometimes  mourn, 
No  fooner  doth  the  Lord  to  them  return  j 
But  forrow’s  banifli’d  from  their  penfive  bread  i 
(SjPfal,  42.1 1 1  Joy  triumphs  there,  (8)  and  fmiles  their  cheeks  inveft. 
Have  you  beheld  when  with  perfumed  wings> 

Out  of  the  balmy  Eaft  bright  FMm  fprings  i 
Mounting  th  Olympick^  hill,  with  what  a  grace 
He  views  the  throne  of  darknefs  i  and  doth  chafe 


(3>Prov*29,i7 

(_i^)  Luke  16, 
20,  21. 


C^)  Jobao.ig. 
{6)  Job  20.  5, 

C7jProVrio.22 


The 


The  heavenly  ufe  of  earthly  things, 

"  V  • 

The  (hades  of  night  before  him  ?  having  hurl’d 
His  golden  beams  about  this  lower  worlds 
How  from  fad  Groves,  and  folitary  Cells 
where  horrid  darknefsand  confufion  dwells, 

Batts>  Owls,  and  doleful  creatures  fly  away, 

Refigningto  the  cheerful  birds  of  day, 

W^ho  in  thofe  places  now  can  fit  and  chaunt, 

Where  lately  fuch  fad  creatures  kept  their  haunt. 

Thus  grief  refigns  to  joy,  fighs,  groans  and  tears, 
Tofongs  triumphant  when  the  Lord  appears. 

O  matchlefs  joy  1  O  countenance  divine  / 

What  are  thofe  trifles,  to  thefe  fmiles  of  thine ! 

May  I  with  poor  Mephibojheth  be  blefl 
With  thefe  fweet  fmiles,  let  take  the  reft. 

My  life>  my  treafure,  thou  (halt  ne’r  be  fold 
For  filver  hills,  or  rivers  pav’d  with  gold. 

Wer’t  thou  but  known  to  worldlings*  they  would  fcorn* 
To  (loop  their  hearts  to  fuch  poor  things  as  corn. 

For  fo  they  do,  becaufe  thou  art  above 

'That  fphere  wherein  their  low  conceptions  move. 


CHAP.  XII. 

ii,  More  folid  grain  vpith  greater  firength  you  thrajh^ 
'  T!be  ahteji  Chrijiians  have  the  hardeji  lajlh 


O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T.  I  O  N. 

Husbandmen  having  to  do  with  divers  forts  of  grain 
fome  more  tough  and  ftubborn  >  others  more  free  and 
tender,  do  not  beat  all  alike  in  the  threfhing  floor  *  but  as 
they  have  thteihals  of  fcveralfiies  ,  fothey  beftow  on  fomc 
grain  more,  on  other  fewer  ftrokes  ,  according  to  the  diffe- 

irent  qualitiesof  the  grain  to  be  threfhed.  'this  obfervation 

■V,  the 
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Upon  the 
thrafhingof 
Corn. 


Husbandry  fpiritualiz^d;  Or, 

the  Prophet  Ifaiah  hath  Chap,  28,  v,  27.  7be  Fitches  are  not 
tbrejhed  voith  a  threjhing  inlirument^  neither  is  the  Cart-wheel 
turned  about  upon  the  Cummin^  hut  the  Fitches  are  beaten  out 
with  a  Jiaff^  and  the  Cummin  with  a  rod.  The  manner  of  beat¬ 
ing  out  the  Corn  in  ancient  times,  was  far  different  from  that 
!  which  is  now  in  ufcamong^s  >  they  had  the  Cart-wheel 
,  which  was  full  of  iron  fpokes  or  teeth,  and  the  hoofs  of  beads 
'  for  the  harder  fort  of  grain,  as  Wheat,  Rye  and  Barley,  a 
■  daff  or  flail  for  the  Fitches,  and  a  rod  or  twig  for  the  Cum* 

I  min  i  all  which  indrunients  were  proportioned  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  grain. 

i 

I 

I  APPLICATION. 

( 

I  .  ■ 

God  having  to  do  in  a  way  of  corredtion  with  divers  forts 
of  offenders,  doth  not  ufe  the  like  fevcrity  with  them 
I  all ,  but  proportions  his  corredion  to  their  abilities  and 
;  Itrength,  Jer„  30.  ii.  I  will  not  make  a  fui  end  of  thee, 
but  will  L  corred  thee  in  meafure  ]  and  will  not  leave  thee 
I  altogether  unpunifhed,  (q.d.)  afflided  thou  muft  be,  my  re-  j 
I  fped  to  ray  own  glory  and  thy  good,  puts  a  necellity  up- 
I  on  that  j  but  yet  I  will  do  it  moderately  >  I  will  not  lay  on 
!  without  meafure  or  mercy ,  as  I  intend  to  do  upon  the  ene¬ 
mies  )  but  will  mete  out  your  fufferings  in  a  due  proportion, 
even  as  a  careful  Phylician  in  prefcibing  Pills  and  Potions  to 
;  his  Patients,  hath  regard  as  well  to  the  ability  of  the  Pa- 
I  tient  as  to  the  nature  and  qualify  of  the  difeafe  i  even  fo  thy 
God,  O  Ifrael,  will  not  afflid  thee  according  to  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  power  and  his  wrath  >  anfwerable  thereunto, lyi/, 
po,  1 1  ,  that  would  break  thee  to  pieces,  Ffal,  78. 3  8,  Nor 
yet  will  he  afflid  thee  according  to  the  demerit  of  thy  fin. 
As  it  (hall  be  much  lefs  than  what  I  could  inflid  i  fo  it  (hall 
be  lefs  than  thine  iniquities  deferve,  Ezra  p.  13.  Neither 
my  power,  nor  my  defert,  (hall  be  the  rule  of  my  proceed¬ 
ings  *>  but  I  will  do  it  with  moderation  and  raercy^  as  thou 
art  able  to  bear.,.  I  that  have  inflrudcd  the  Husbandman  to 
proportion  his  inftruments  to  the  quality  of  the  grain  before 
him,  will  exercife  the  like  wifdom  and  mildefs  towards  thee^ 

_  and 
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thee,  and  the  fimilitude  betwixt  the  Husbandmans  threfhing 
I  his  corn,  and  the  Lords ^afilidting  his  people;  ftands  inthefe 
particulars. 

The  Husbandmans  end  in  threihing  the  corn,  is  to  feparate 
it  from  the  husks  and  chaff ,  and  Gods  end  in  afflid:ing  his 
people,  is  to  feparate  them  from  their  tins,  Ifa,  27. In 
meafure  when  it  fhooteth  forth,  he  will  debate  with  if,  (/.  e.) 
he  will  moderately  corred  them  *,  and  what  the  end  of  thofe 
corredions  are?  the  next  words  inform  us  By  this  therefore 
y.Jhall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  he  purged^  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to 
take  arvay  his  fin.  God  ufes  afflidions,  as  we  ufe  fope  ,  to 
cleanfe  away  filthinefs,  and  to  fetch  outfpots,  Dan.  ii.  35. 
he  aims  not  at  the  deftrudion  of  their  perfons  ,  but  of  their 
lufts. 

If  the  Husbandman  have  cockle ,  darnel ,  or  pernicious 
’  tares  before  him  in  the  floor  among  his  corn,  he  little  regards 
whether  it  be  bruifed  and  battered  to  pieces  by  the  threfhold 
!  or  no  ’tis  a  worthlefs  thing  ,  and  he  fpares  it  not.  Such 
cockle  and  tares  are  the  enemies  of  God  i  and  when  thefe 
come  under  the  flail ,  he  ftrikes  them  without  mercy  *,  for 
thefe,  the  Lord  prepares  anew  (harp  threfhing  inftrument 
having  teeth,  which  (hall  beat  them  to  dufl, 41*  15* 

daughter  of  Bdhylon  is  like  athrelhing  floor  \  his  time  tothrejh 

hery]eT.  51.33.  And  when  that  time  is  come,  then  (in 
allufion  to  the  Beaft ,  that  was  to  tread  out  the  corn  )  Sionh 
horn  jhall  he  of  iron.,  and  her  hoofs  hrafs.^  Mich.  4.  1 3 .  He 
fmites  not  his  people,  according  to  the  ftroke  of  them  that 
fmotethem  j  the  meaning  is,  his  flrokes  on  them  (hall  be  dead¬ 
ly  ftrokes.  They  (hewed  no  mercy  to  Sion^  and  God  will 
(hew  no  mercy  to  them. 

When  the  husks  and  chaff  are  perfedly  feparated  from 
the  grains  then  the  Husbandman  beats  it  no  more.  When 
God  hath  perfedly  purged  and  feparated  the  fins  of  his  Peo¬ 
ple,  then  afflidions  (hall  come  to  a  perpetual  end ,  he  will 
never  fmite  them  again there  is  nO  noife  of  the  threfhing 
inftrument  in  heaven  •,  he  that  beat  them  with  his  flail  on 
earth,  will  put  them  into  his  bofom  in  heaven. 

Thoufih  the  Husbandman  lays  on,  and  beats  his  corn,  as 

^  Y  if 


4. 


Uuibandry  fprituaUzed ;  Or, 

Iif  he  were  angry  with  if,  yet  he  loves  and  highly  prizes  It, 
and  though  God  ftrike and  afflid  his  people,  yet  he  fets  a 
great  value  upon  them?  and  it  is  equally  abfurd  to  infer 
God’s  hatred  to  his  people  from  his  abiding  of  them,  as  the 
Husbandmans  hatred  to  his  Corn,  becaufe  he  threfhes  and 
beats  it,  Heh,  12.  6.  Whom  the  Lord loveth  he  corredeth,  and 
chafineth  every  fon  vphom  he  receiveth. 

Though  the  Husbandman  threth  and  beat  the  Corn,  yet  he 
will  not  bruifeor  hurt  it  if  he  can  help  iti  though  feme  re¬ 
quire  more  and  harder  ftrokes  than  other  ,  yet  none  (hall 
I  have  more  than  it  can  endure.  And  though  the  Lord  afflid 
his  Servants,  yet  he  wilfdothem  no  hurt,  Jer*  25*  Some 
I  need  more  rods  than  others,  bat  none  (hall  have  more  than 
1  they  can  bear  •,  the  Lord  knows  the  meafures  and  degrees 
of  his  Servants  faith  and  patience,  and  accordingly  (liall  their 
trials  be,  Tjal,  1 03.  13,  14.  Like  as  a  father  pities  his  chil¬ 
dren,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fiar  him  i  for  he  k^ows  their 
frame,  he  remembers  they  are  hut  duji\  he  makes  a  n>ay  to  efcape 
I  that  they  may  be  able  to  bear  itt  i  Cor*  10.  13.  This  care  and 
/  tendernefs  of  God  over  his  afflided  ,  is  evidently  difeovered 
in  three  particulars. 

(i  j  In  not  expoiing  them  to,  till  he  have  prepared  them 
for  their  tryals,  Lh)^  24.4^.  tarry  ye  at  Jerufalem  untillye 
he  endued  with  power  from  on  High.  He  gives  them  fometimes 
eminent  difeoveries  of  his  Love  immediately  before,  and  as 
a  preparative  to  their  fufferings  i  in  the  (Irength  whereof, 
they  are  carried  through  all. 

(2)  Or  if  not  fo,  then  he  intermixeth  fupporting  comfort 
with  their  troubles,  as  you  fometimes  fee  the  Sun  (hine  out 
while  the  rain  falls.  ’Twas  fo  with  Paul,  Ads  27.23.  this 
night  (and  it  was  a  fad  night  indeed)  there  flood  by  me  the 
Angel  of  the  Lordy,  whofe  I  am. 

(3)  In  taking  off  the  afflidion ,  when  they  can  bear  it  no 
longer,  i  Cor.  10. 13.  He  makes  a  way  to  efcape^  that  they  may 
be  able  to  bear  it.  Pfal.  125.3.  The  Rod  is  taken  off,  when 
the  righteous  is  even  ready  to  put  forth  hjs  hand  to  iniquity.  ’Tis 
a  ]ewi(h  Proverb,  When  the  bricks  are  doubled,  then  comes 
;  Mofes.  And  it  is  a  Chriftian  experience,  when  the  fpirit  is 

ready 


The  heavenly  ufe  of  earthly  things, 


ready  to  fail,  then  comes  Jefus  i  according  to  that  promife 
Ifa,  57. 16. 

reflections. 

HOvv  unlike  am  I  to  God,  in  the  afflicting  of  his  people  ? 

The  Lord  is  pitiful  when  he  fmites  them,  but  I  have 
been  cruel.  He  is  kind  to  them,  when  moft  fevere  i  but  the 
beft  of  my  kindnefies  to  them,  may  Htly  enough  be  called 
feverity.  God  fmites  them  in  love,  I  have  fmitten  them  in 
hatred.  Ah,  what  have  I  done?  God  hath  ufed  me  as  his 
hand,  VfzL  17.  H*  or  as  his  rod  to  affiid:  them,  jer.  10,7. 
but  his  end  and  mine  is  widely  differed  iu  that  adion,  Ifa. 

10,1.  I  am  but  the  Scullion  ,  or  rather  the  wifp  to  Scour 
and  cleanfe  thefe  veffels  of  glory,  and  when  I  have  dor^e  that 
dirty  work,  thofe  bright  fouls  fnall  be  fet  up  in  heaven,  and 
I  cah  into  the  fire.  If  he  (hall  have  judgment  without  Mer¬ 
cy,  that  (hewed  no  mercy  v  how  can  1  expeCt  mercy  from  the 
Lord ,  whofe  people  I  have  perfecuted  mercilelly  tor  his 

fake  ? 

Is  the  Lords  Wheat  thus  threffled  in  the  floor  of  afflidi- 
on  ?  What  then  fliall  I  think  of  my  condition ,  who  profper 
and  am  let  alone  in  the  way  of  fin  ?  furely  the  Lord  looks  on 
me  as  on  a  weed,  and  not  as  his  corn  s  and  t is  too  probable 
that  I  am  rather  referved  for  burning,  than  threfhing.  Some 
there  are  whom  God  loves  not  fo  well  as  to  fpend  one  rod  up¬ 
on  them,  but  faith,  Let  them  alone'  Uof:.  4-  ^7-  but  milera- 
ble  is  their  condition  >  notwithftanding  tneir  impunity  i  tor 
what  is  the  interpretation  but  this  ?  I  will  come  to  a  reckon¬ 
ing  with  them  for  altogether  in  hell.  Lord,  how  much  better  j 
is  thy  affliding  mercy,  than  thy  fparing  ^  \ 

the  condition  of  an  afflided  child,  than  of  a  rejeded  baftard.  | 
Heb,  12.7.  O,  let  me  rather  feel  thy  rod  now,  as  the  rod 
of  a  loving  father,  than  feel  thy  wrath  hereafter,  as  the  wrath 

Well  then,  defpond  not,  O  my  foul,  thouheareft  the  Hus- 

bandman  loves  his  corn  though  he  threlh  it :  and  OtreW 

the  Lord  loveth  thee  not  the  lefs ,  becaufe  he  afflidts  thee  fo 

Y  o  much 


I. 

A  Reflexion 
for  perfecu- 
torf. 


2. 

A  Reflexion 
for  fuch  as 
meet  with  no 
afflictions. 


A  Retie ion 
for  an  afflicted 
Saint. 


I  Sam.  14* 

12, 


[2)  Ifa.  2S.27. 


'sjira.27.7,8. 


'4^]oh.i.i3iz 
5)  Jer.  30.11. 


much.  If  afflidf  ion  then  be  the  way  to  heaven,  blefled  be 
God  for  aifliaion.  The  threfhing  ftrokes  of  God  have  come 
thick  upon  me,  by  which  I  may  fee  what  a  tough  and  hub- 
born  heart  I  have  >  if  one  word  would  have  done  the  work, 
he  would  not  have  lifted  up  his  hand  the  fecond  time.'  I 
have  not  had  a  hroke  more  than  I  had  need  of,  i  i.  6» 
and  by  this  means  he  will  purge  my  lin,  bleffed  be  God  for 
that.  The  damned  have  infinitely  more  and  harder  hrokes 
than  I,  and  yet  their  fins  (hall  never  be  Separated  by  their  fuf- 
ferings.  Ah,  fin,  curfed  fin,  I  am  fo  much  out  of  love  with 
theerthat  I  am  willing  to  endure  more  than  all  this  to  be  well 
rid  of  thee  i  all  this  I  fuffer  for  thy  fake,  but  the  time  is  com¬ 
ing  when  I  fliall  be  rid  of  fin  and  fuffering  together.  Mean 
while  I  am  under  my  own  fathers  handjfmite  me  he  may,  but 
hate  me  he  cannot. 


The  Poem. 

THe  facred  records  tell  us,  heretofore 

God  had  an  Altar  in  a  (i)  thrcfhing  floor  i 
Where  threfhing  inflruments  devoted  were 
To  facred  fervice,  fo  you  find  them  here. 

I  now  would  teach  the  threfher  to  beat  forth, 

A  notion  from  the  threfhold  much  more  worth 
Than  all  his  corn  s  and  make  him  underhand 
That  foul-infirudflng  engine  in  his  hand. 

With  fewer  (2)  flrokes,  and  lighter  you  will  beat 
The  oats  and  barley  ,  than  the  flubborn  wheat, 
which  will  require  and  endure  more  blows, 

Than  freer  grain.  Thus  deals  (3)  the  Lord  by  thofe 
Whom  he  afflidfs.  He  doth  not  ufe  to  flrike 
Offending  children,  with  his  rod  alike. 

But  on  the  (4)  ableft  (boulders  doth  impofe. 

The  heavieft  burdens  j  and  the  C5)  J^fs  on  thofe 
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Of  weaker  grace.  He  (hews  himfelf  a  God 

Of  judgmentj  in  his  handling  of  the  rod. 

God  hath  a  {6)  rate-book  by  hun,  wherein  he 
Keeps  juft  accounts,  how  rich  his  people  be » 

What  faith,  experience,  patience  more  or  lefs 
Each  one  poffeffeth,  and  doth  them  affefs 
According  to  their  ftock.  Such  as  have  not. 

A  Martyrs  faith,  (hall  have  no  Martyrs  to. 

The  (7)  kinds,  degrees,  and  the  continuance 
Of  all  their  fufferings,  to  a  circumftance  i 
Prefcribed  are  by  him  who  wifely  fways 
The  world,  (8)  more  than’s  right  on  no  man  layes. 
Be  man  or  devil  the  A  pothecary, 

God’s  the  Phyfician  v  who  can  then  mifcarry 
In  fuch  a  hand  ?  he  never  did,  or  will 
Suffer  the  leaft  addition  to  his  Bill. 

Nor  meafure,  nor  yet  mercy  he  obferves 
In  threftiing  (8)  Babylon,  for  fte  defetves 
His  heavieft  ftrokes  i  and  in  his  floor  (he  mutt 
Be  beaten  (hortly  with  his  flail  to  duft. 

But  Sion‘‘s  God  (i)  in  meafure  will  debate. 

His  children  he  may  fmite  i  but  «nnot  h^te. 

He  beats  them,  true,  to  make  their  chaff  to  Hie  , 
That  they  like  purged  golden  grains  may  Jye 
In  one  fafr  heap,  with  tho^lsldMs  that  here 
Once'  in  like  manner  thralh’d,  and  winnowed  were. 


CHAP.  XX.- 

•  The  fan  doth  caufe  light  chaf  to  fly  away, 

.So  flail  th’ungodly,  in  Gods  winnowing  day. 
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(6)  Rev.  5.  8. 


(^)  Rev,  2.10. 
(8)  Joh.34;23 


{9)  in*.  41.1$ 


(1)  Ifa.  27.  7. 


OBSERVATION. 

Hen  the  Corn  is  threlhed  out  in  the 

the 


SJ^  ^es  mtagle^with  empty  ears,  and  worthlefs  chaff. 


Upon  the  win¬ 
nowing]  of 
corn. 
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the  Husbandman  carries  it  out  all  together  into  fotnc  open 
place,  where  having  fpread  his  (heet  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  grain,  he  expofcs  it  all  to  the  wind;  the  good  grain,  by 
reafon  ol  its  folidity,  remains  upon  the  Iheet,  but  the  chaff 
being  light  and  empty,  is  partly  carried  quite  away,  by  the 
wind,  and  all  the  reftfeparated  from  the  good  grain  into  a 
dillinaheap;  which  is  carried  away,  either  to  the  fire  or  the 
dunghill,  as  a  worthlefs  thing. 

APPLICATION. 

MEn  have  their  winnowing  days,  and  God  hath  his ;  a 
day  to  feparate  the  chaff  from  the  wheat ,  the  eodiv 
Irom  the  ungodly,  who  (hall  both  be  held  up  to  the  wind 
but  only  the  wicked  lhall  be  drived  away  by  it.  Such  a  day 

God  hath  in  this  world,  wherein  he  winnows  his  wheat,  and 

eparates  the  chaff.  There  is  a  double  fanning  or  winnowing 
of  nten  here  in  this  world;  one  h  dodrinally,  in  which  fenfc 
I  underhand  that  Scripture,  Mat.  3.  12.  fpoken  of  Chrid 
when  he  was  entring  into  his  Minitterial  work.  His  fan  h  in 
hif  band,  and  he  (hall  throughly  purge  his  floor,  and  gather  his 
trheat  mo  the  garner, but  be  rt>ill  burn  up  the  chaff  rrith  unquen- 
chable  fire.  The  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  is  as  a  fan  in  cLifis 

as  if  John  had  thus  told  the  Jews  that 
ough  there  were  many  hypocritical  ones  among  them,  ’that 
bad  now  a  place  and  name  among  the  people  of  God,  and 

hi  (i  f 'h  yet  there  is  a  purging 

blah  of  truth  coming,  which  (hall  make  them  fly  out  of  thf 

Church,  as  fait  as  chaff  out  of  the  floor.  Thus  Cbrilt  win¬ 
nows  or  fans  the  word  dodtrinally  ;  The  other  is  judiciaUy 

ChS^hfr^fo ',1“  fufferings  upon  the 

f  el  vV  '' but  chaff. 

The  Church  increafes  two  ways,  and  by  two  divers 

in  bredth  and  number,  and  Le«/?ve/j,,  iff 

fnffcrings  and  adverfity  the  lad;  and  lli lay  a  darof  pSl 

fecution 
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fecution  be  called  a  winnowing  day^  tor  then  were  the  people 
of  God  tofled  to  purpofe,  as  corn  in  the  fievCjthough  nothing 
b'Jt  chaff  be  lolt  thereby.  Of  fuch  a  winnowing  day  the  Pro- 
phet  fpeaks,  Amos  I  mil  fift  the  houfe  o/Ifrael 

among  all  Nations^  lik^  as  corn  is  fifted  in  a  fieve^  yet  jhall  not 
the  leaji  grain  fall  upon  the  earthy  all  the  ftnners  of  my  people 
fljall  die,  (  q,  d.)  I  will  caufe  great  agitations  and  rollings  a- 
mong  you  by  the  hands  of  the  AJfyrians  znd  Babylonians^  into 
whofe  Countreys  you  fuall  be  difperft  and  fcattered  ,  yet  I 
will  fo  govern  thofe your, difperiions  by  my  providence,  chat 
not  one  good  grain,  one  upright  foul  (hall  eternally  perilh  *5 
but  the  finners  of  my  people,  the  refufe  fluff,  that  (hall  pe- 
rifh. 

To  the  fame  purpofe  fpeaks  another  Prophet,  Zeph,  1.1,2.  , 
G'ather  your  felves  togethery  (or  as  fome  read)  fan  your  felves, 
yea,  fan  your  felves,  before  the  decree  bring  forthy  and  the  day 
pafs  as  the  chaff.  He  doth  not  mean,  that  the  time  (hall  pafs  as 
the  chaff,  but  there  is  a  day  of  affliction  and  diflrefs  coming 
in  which  the  wicked  (hall  pafs  as  the  chaff  before  the  wind  > 
and  yet  notwithflandrng  all  thefe  winnowings  upon  earth, 
chaff  will  fUll  abide  among  the  Corn  5  therefore  God  hath 
appointed  another  day  for  the  winnowing  of  the  world, 
even  the  day  of  judgment ,  in  reference  to  which  it  is  faid, 
?fal,  i,./yy  5.  fhe  ungodly  are  not  foy  but  are  like  the  chaff 
rvhich  the  mnd  drives  away  ^  therefore  the  ungodly  ffall  not  ft  and 
in  judgments  nor  ftnners  in  the  congregation  of  the  righteous  v 
(/.  e,)  God  hath  a  day  wherein  he  will  lift  the  world  like  corn 
in  a  fieve,  and  then  the  wicked  (hall  appear  to  be  but  chaff, 
which  God  will  eternally  feparate  from  his  wheat.  I  will 
not  drain  the  fimilitude,  but  fairly  difplay  it  in  thefe  feven 
particulars. 

The  chaff* and  wheat  grow  together  in  the  fame  field,  and 
upon  the  fame  root  and  ftalk.  In  this,  wicked  men  are  like 
chaff,  who  not  only  affociate  with  the  people  of  God  ,  but 
oftentimes  fpring  up  with  them  in  the  fame  families  ,  and 
from  the  fame  root,  or  immediate  Parents,  Mai,  i.  2.  was 
notEfau  Jacobs  brother'^  yet  the  one  was  wheat,  the  other 
chaff.  Inftances  of  this  are  infinite. 
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The  Husbandman  would  never  endure  the  husks,  chalF, 
and  dry  ftalks  to  remain  in  the  field,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
good  corns  fake  *>  he  would  quickly  fet  fire  on  it,  but  that  the 
corn  is  among  it,  which  he  highly  prizeth  v  and  be  alTured, 
God  would  never  fuffer  the  wicked  to  abid^  long  in  this  world’  - 
were  it  not  for  his  own  eledt  that  were  difperfed  among  them. 
Except  the  Lord  had  fuch  a  remnant  difperfed  in  the  worlds 
he  would  quickly  fet  fire  to  the  four  quarters,  and  make  it  like 
Sodomy  Ifa.  i.p,  "  ' 

The  chaff  is  a  very  worthlefs  thing,  the  Husbandman  cares 
not  what  becomes  of  it,  and  of  as  little  worth  are  wicked 
men,  Frov.  10.20.  T^he  heart  of  the  wicked  is  little  worth. 
The  heart  is  the  principal  part  of  the  man,  and  yet  that’s  but 
chaff  j  no  worth  in  its  his  lands,  his  clothes,  &c.  are  worth 
fomewhat,  but  his  heart  is  worth  nothing. 

Though  chaff  in  it  felf  be  nothing  worth,  yet  it  is  of  fome 
ufe  to  the  corn  j  whiles  -  ’tis  handing  in  the  field  j  the  ftalk 
bears  up  the  ear,  and  tbe  chaff  covers  the  grain,  and  defends 
it  from  tbe  injury  of  the  weather.  Thus  God  makes  wicked 
men  of  ufe  to  his  people^  in  outward  fociety  >  they  help  to 
fupport  and  proted:  them  in  this  world,  Kev.  12. 16,  The 
earth  helped  the  woman,  ( i.  e. )  worldly  men  for  carnal  ends 
helpt  the  Church ,  when  a  flood  of  pcrfecuiioo  was  poured 
out.  The  Church  often  helps  the  world,  it  receives  many 
benefits  from  the  people  of  God  ^  and  fometimcs  God  over¬ 
rules  the  world  to  help  his  church. 

When  the  chaff  and  wheat  are  both  brought  forth  and  held 
up  to  the  wind  in  one  fieve,  they  fall  two  ways  j  the  wheat 
falls  down  upon  the  floor  or  fheet ,  the  chaff  is  carried  quite 
away  ;  So  although  fora  time  godly  and  ungodly  abide  toge¬ 
ther,  yet  when  this  winnowing  time  comes,  Gods  wheat 
(hall  be  gathered  into  his  garner  in  heaven,  the  chaff  (hall  go 
the  other  way,  Mat,' ^,12. 

If  there  be  any  chaff  among  the  corn,  it  will  appear  w-herr 
it  is  fifted  in  a  windy  day ,  it  cannot  poffiWy  elcape  if  it 
be  well  winnowed  s  much  more  impcffible  it  is  for  any 
wicked  man  to  efape  the  critical  fearch  of  God  in  that  day  > 
the  clofeft  hypocrite  fhall  then  be  detedfed ,  for  God  will 

judge 
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judge  the  fecrets  of  men,  2  Cor,  16..  He  trill  then  bring  to  ' 
light  the  hidden  thingt  of  darkneft,  and  mak^  maniftjl  the  com- 
fell  of  the  hearty  i  Cor^  4. 5» 

Laftly,  after  corn  and  chaff  are  feparated  by  the  winnow¬ 
ing  wind,  they  (hall  never  lie  together  in  one  heap  any  more. 
The  wicked  (hall  fee  Abr^ham^znd  IJaac.znd  Jacob  and  all  the 
Prophets  in  the  Kingdom  of  God,  but  themfelves  thruft  out  -5 
there  is  no  chaff  in  heaven. 

REFLECTIONS. 


7* 


Am  I  an  empty  vain  profefTor,  that  want  the  pith  and 
fubftance  of  real  godlinefs  v  then  am  I  but  chaff 
in  Gods  account,-  though  I  grow  among  his  corn  i  the  eye  of 
man  cannot  difeern  my  hypocrilie ,  but  when  he  comes  , 
whofe  fan  is  in  his  hand  ,  then  how  plainly  will  it  be  deted- 
ed  Angels  and  men  (hall  difeern  it,  and  fay,  Lo,  this  is  the 
tnan  that  tnade  not  God  his  hope'-)  how  (hall  I  abide  the  day  of 
his  coming  >  Chrift  is  the  great  heart- Anatomift  j  things  (hall 
not  be  carried  then,  by  names  and  parties,  as  they  are  now  ^ 
every  one  (hall  be  weighed  in  a- juft  ballance,  and  a  hdene  TIp- 
kph  written  upon  every  falfe  heart  >  great  will  be  the  perfpir 
cuity  of  that  trial,  my  own  conlcience  (hall  joyn  with  my 
judge,  and  (hall  then  acknowledge,^  that  there  is  not  one 
drop  of  in  juftice  in  all  that  Sea  of  wrath  *,  and  though  I  am 
damned,  yet  I  am  not.  wronged  the  chaff  cannot  ftand  be¬ 
fore  the  wind,  nor  I  before  the  judgment  of  Chrift. 

Is  there  fuch  a  fanning  time  coming  ',  why  do  not  I  then 
fift  my  heart  every  day ,  by  (erious  felf-examination  ?  no 
work  more  important  totne^  and  yet  how  much  have  I  neg- 
lededit?  O  my  foul!  thou'hadft  been  better  imployed  in 
fearching  thine  own  eftate  in  reference  to  that  day,  ^han  in 
prying  (infully  into  the  hearts,  and  cenfuring  the  conditions 
of  other  men  j  judge  thy  felf  and  thou  (halt  not  be  con¬ 
demned  with  the  world the  work  indeed  is  difficult,  but  the 
neglect  dangerous  i  were  I  within  a  few  days  to  ftand  at  mans 
Bar,  there  to  be  tried  for  m’y  life,  how  bufie  (houldibe 
every  hour  of  the  day  in  writing  to  any  that  I  thought  could 

Z  befriend 
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for  one  that 
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befriend  me  ?  and  ftudying  every  advantage, to  my  felf?  and 
yet,  what  a  vaft  difference  is  there  between  mans  Bar  and 
Gods  ?  between  a  tryal  for  my  life,  and  for  my  foul  ?  Lord, 
rouze  up  my  fluggilh  heart  by  awful  and  folicitous  thoughts 
of  that  day,  left  1  be  found  among  that  chaff,  which  (hall  be 

burnt  up  with  unquenchable  fire ! 

Fear  not,  O  my  foul!  though  there  be  a  blaft  coming 
which  (hall  drive  all  the  chaff  into  hell ,  yet  it  (hall  blow 
thee  no  harm.  1  knoa>  that  vphen  he  hath  tryed  ine^  I  Ihall  come 
forth  as  gold^  Job  23.  10.  I  confefs  I  have  too  much  chaff 
about  me,  but  yet  I  am  not  altogether  chaff  ?  there  is  a  folid 
work  of  grace  upon  my  foul  that  will  abide  the  trial ;  let  the 
judgment  to  come  be  as  impartial  and  exadi  as  it  is  poffible  to 
be,  yet  a  grain  of  finccrity  cannot  be  loft  in  it ;  for  God  mil 
not  caft  away  a  ferfed,  i,e*  (  an  upright  hearted  )  man^  Job 
8. 20.  He  that  is  appointed  to  judge  the  world  is  mine  >  and 
his  imputed  rightcoufnefs  will  make  me  full  weight  in  the 
ballance.  Blefs  the  Lord  (  O  my  foul )  for  fincerity  >  this 
will  abide,  when  common  gifts  and  empty  names  will  flee  as 
the  chaff  before  the  wind. 


^?r/Pfal.  35.5 


Th?  Foem, 

\ 

T He  winnowing  wind  firft  (i)  drives  the  chaff  away, 
Next  light,  and  hollow  grains  >  thofeonly  (lay 
Whofe  weight,  and  folid  fubftance  can  indure 
This  trial,  and  fuch  grains  are  counted  pure. 

The  corn  for  ufe  (2)  is  carefully  prefervd’d. 

The  ufelefs  chaff  (3  )  for  burning  flames  referv’ 4 ' 

No  wind  but  blows  fome  goed^  a  Proverb  is, 

Glad  (hall  I  be,  if  it  hold  true  in  this. 

G,  that  the  wind  when  you  to  winnowing  gO) 

This  fpiritual  good  unto  your  fouls  might  blow  ! 

To  make  you  paufe,  and  fadly  ruminate 
In  what  a  doleful  plight  and  wretched  ftate. 


Th^‘tr 
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Their  fouls  are  in,  who  cannot  (4)  hope  to  (land 
W hen  he  (hall  come,  whofe  C  5 )  fan  is  in  his  hand. 
His  (S)  piercing  eyes  infallibly  difclofe, 

The  very  reins,  and  f7)  inward  parts  of  thofc 
Whofe  outfide  feeming  grace  fo  neatly  paints, 

That  with  the  (8)  beft,  they  pafs  for  teal  Saints. 
No  hypocrite  with  God  (p)  acceptance  hnds. 

But  like  the  chaff  difpers’d  by  furious  winds  ; 

Their  guilt  (hall  not  that  fcarching  day  indure. 

Nor  they  approach  (i)  th’alTemblies  of  the  pure. 
Have  you  obferv’d  in  Autumn,  (2)  thiftle-down 
By  howling  Eurns  fcatter’d  up  and  down 
About  the  fields  ?  Even  fo  Gods  ireful  ftorm 
Shall  chafe  the  hypocrite,  who  now  can  fcorn 
The  breath  of  clofe  reproofs  y  and  like  a  rock 
Repel  reproofs ,  and  juft  reprovers  mock. 

How  many  that  in  (3)  fplendid  garments  walk 
Of  high  profeflions !  and  like  Angels  talk, 

Shall  God  deveftj  and  openly  proclaim 
Their  fecret  guilt,  to  their  eternal  (hame ! 

This  is  the  day,  wherein  the  Lord  will  rid 
His  Church  of  thofe  falfe  friends,  which  now  lie  hid 
Among  his  people.  There  will  not  be  one 
Falfe  heart  remain,  to  lofe  our  love  upon. 

O,  blefs’d  affembly  !  glorious  ftate  I  when  all 
In  their  uprightness  walk,  and  ever  (hall. 

O  make  my  heart  fincere,  that  I  may  never 
Prove  fuch  light  chaff  as  then  thy  wind  will  fever 
From  folid  grain !  O  let  my  foul  deteft 
Unfoundnefs  ?  and  abide  thy  ftrifteft  teft. 


(4)  Pfsl.  I.  5. 
($)  Mar.  5  12 
Rev.  1. 14. 

(7;  I  Cor.4.5v 


'S)  Mir.7.  12.. 
^9)  jdj  ij.  16 


/ i)  Pfaf.  f.  5^ 
Ilk.  1 7.15.: 
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Ow  is  it  reader  ?  have  I  tired  thee  ?  (with  roe.-. 
Whilft  through  thefe  pleafant  fields  thou  walk’fi* 
Our  path  was  pleafant,  but  if  length  of  way 
Do  weary  thee ,  wefl  flack  our  pace,  and  flay  v 
Let’s  (it  a  while  under  the  cooling  Shade 
Of  fragrant  trees  j  Trees  were  for  (hadow  roade.  ^  .  J 

Lo  here  a  pleafant  grove,  whofe  (hade  is  good  >  ?l  '  ; 

But  roore  than  (b,  ^twill  yield  us  fruit  for  food  \  •  * 

No  dangerous  fruits  do  on  thefe  branches  grow, 

No  fnakes  aroong  the  verdant  grafs  below.' 

Here  we’lrepofe  a  while,,, and  then  go  view  ,  ,  .  •  ;  . 

The  pleafant  herds  and  flocks  s:  and  fo,^di€U« 


.1* 


•- 

.  i  » 


n 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  I. 

f 


Upon  the  in*- 
gratfing  of 
Tuic  trees. 


I  '  .  ’  .  * 

Z)pgraffed  frees  cm  mvo'kar  g^fod  frni^^ 
Nor  we  till  grajfed  on  4  hetter  roof. 


O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T  10  N; 

AWild  tree  naturally  fpringing  up  In  the  wood  or  hedge, 
and  never  gralfed  or  removed  from  its  native  foyl, 
may  bear  forae  fruit,  and  that  fair  and  jaleafant  to  the  eye , 
but  it  will  give'you  no  content  at  all  in  eating ,  being  always 
hatfh,  fowr  and  unple'afant  to  the  tafte  i  but  iffucha  Itock 
be  removed  into  a  good  foyl,  and  graffed  with  a  better  kind, 
it  may  become  a  good  tree,  and  yield  ftoreof  choice  and 
pleafrnt  fruit. 


-  APPLICATION. 


\ 


U^Nre^nerate  mep  who  never  were  acquainted  wkh  the 
'  myteyof  f^’ritual  union  with  Jefus  Chrifl,  but  aill 
grow  upon  their  naturaj  root,  old  -Adant^  may  by  the  force 
and  power  of  naturaj  principles  bring  forth  fome  fruit  > 
which  ( like  the  wild  hedge  fruit  we  (peak  of  J  may  indeed 
be  fair  and  pleafant  to  fhc  eyes  of  men,  but  God  takes  no 
pleafure  at  all  in  k  i  it  is  fowf,  hirfli,  and  diftaftful  to  hirrl, 
becaufe  it  fpringsnot  from  thefpirit  of  Chrift)  Ifa.  i.  13. 
I  cannot  away  voith  it  is  iniquity^  but  that  I  may  not 

iptanglethe  thred  of  my  difcourlcy  I  (hall  fas  in  the  former 
Chapters  )  fet  before  you  a  parallel  betwixt  the  beft  fruits  of 
natural  men,  and  ’thofe  ofa  wild  ung^affed  tree. 

‘  The  root  that  bdirs  this  wild  ^fruit^  is  a  degenerate  root, 

.  and  that  is.the  caufe  ofall  this  fowrnefs  and  harfhnefs  in  the 

»  k  bears »  it  is  the  feed  of  fome  better  tree  accidentally 
blown,  or  caft  into  fome  wafte  and  bad  foyl,  where  not  being 

r  manured 
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^  ^ . %  ■■  - - - -  ■  ■  ■  ■■  ■  ■  — 

rnanured  and  ordered  aright ,  it  is  tnrned  wild  :  So  all  the 
fruits  of  unregenerate  men  flow  from  the  firfl  Adam ,  a  cor¬ 
rupt  and  degenerate  root  i  he  was  indeed  planted  a  right 
feed,  but  foon  turned  a  wild  and  degenerate  plant  ^  he  being 
the  root  from  which  every  man  naturally  flows,  corrupts  all 
the  fruit  that  any  man  bears  from  him.  It  is  obfcrved  by 
Gregory,  pertinent  to  my  prefent  purpofe,  Gentit  hnmantfm 
in  parente  primoy  velut  in  radice  putruit  i  Mankirld  '  was  pu¬ 
trefied  in  the  root  of  his  firfl:  Parent,  Mat.  7.  i8  A  corrupt 
tree  cannot  bring  forth  good  fruit. 

This  corrupt  root  fpoils  the  fruit ,  by  the  franfmifrion  of  2* 
its  fowr  and  naughty  fap  into  all  the  branches  and  fruits' 
thatvgrow  on  them  v  .they  fuck  no  other  nouriihment ,  but 
what  the  root  affords  them,  and  that  being  bad,  fpoils  all? 
for  the  fame  caufe  and  reafon no  meer  natural  or  unregene¬ 
rate  man  can  ever  do  one  holy  or  acceptable  adion ,  becaufe 
the  corruption  of  the  root  is  in  all  thofe  adions.  The  ne- 
ceffity  of  our  drawing  corruption  into  all  ouradions  ,  from 
this  curfed  root  Adam,  is  expreffed  by  a  quick  and  fmart  In¬ 
terrogation,  Job  14.  4.  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  ‘ 

an  unclean  ?  not  one.  The  fenfe  of  it  is  well  delivered  us  (by 
Mr.  Caryl  inloc,  )  This  queftion  (  faith  he  )  may  undergo  a 
threefold  confl:ru(iion »  Firfl,  thus:  Who  can  bring  a  morally 
clean  perfon  out  of  a  perfon  originally  unclean  ?  and  fo  he 
layes  his  hand  upon  his  birth-fin:  Or,  Secondly,  (  which 
fpeaks  to  my  purpofe  )  it  may  refer  to  the  action  of  the  fame ' 
man,  man  being  unclean,  cannot  bring  forth  a  clean  thing  s 
(  /.  e.  )  a  clean  or  holy  adion  j  that  which  is  originated ,  is 
I  like  its  Original.  And  that  this  fowr  fap  of  the  firft  flock 
( I  mean  Adams  fin  )  is  tranfmitted  into  ali  ^  mankind,^  not 
only  corrupting  their  fruit,  but  ruining  and  withering  all  the 
branches  >  the  Apoflle  (hews  us  in  that  excellent  parallel  be¬ 
twixt  the  two  Adams,  Rom.  5.  12.  Wherefore  as  by  one 
man  one,  not  only  in  individuQ,  fed  in  fpecie,  one  repre- 
fcnting  the  whole  root  or  flock,  fin  entred  into  the  xseorld^  not 
by  imitation  only,  but  by  propagation?  and  thk  brought 
I  death  and  ruin  upon  all  the  branches*  <  .  - 

I  Altliough  thefe  wild  hedge-fruits  be  unwholfbm  and  un- 
I  pleafant ;  ^ 
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pleafant  to  the  tafle,  yet  the’y  are  fair  and  beautiful  to  the 
eye  a  man  that  looks  upon  them>  and  doth  not  know  what 
fruit  it  is ,  would  judge  it  by  its  (hew  and  colour  to  be  excel¬ 
lent  fruit,  for  it  makes  a  fairer  (hew  oftentimes,  than  the 
beft  and  moft  wholfom  fruit  doth  :  Even  fo,  thofe  natural 
gifts  and  endowments  which  fome  uregeneratc  perlbns 
have,  feem  exceeding  (air  to  the  eye ,  and  ai  fruit  to  ^  deli- 
red*  VVh^t  excellent  qualities  have  fome  meer  natural  men 
and  women  ?  What  a  winning  afiability  ?  humble condefcen- 
tion ,  meeknefs ,  righteoufnefs ,  ingenious  tendernefs  and 
fweetnefs  of  nature  !  As  it  was  (hyperbolically  enough)  faid 
of  one,  h^mindy  non  peccavh  Adam  *,  Adam  never  (in- 

ncd  in  this  man  ,  meaning,  that  he  excelled  the  generality  of 
children  in  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  natural  endow¬ 
ments.  What  curious.phantafies, nimble  wits,folid  judgments, 
tenacious  memories,  rare  elocution,  &:c.  are  to  be  found 
among  meer  natural  men  ?  by  which  they  are  aflifted  in  dif- 
courfing,  praying,  preaching  and  writing,  to  the  admiration 
of  fuch.asiknow  them  !  but  that  which  is  highly  efteemed 
of  men,  is  abomination  to  God,  Luke  id.  1 5,  it  finds  no  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  him,  becaufe  it  fprings  from  that  curfed  root  of 
nature  and  is  not  the  produdlion  of  his  own  fpirit. 

.  Jf  fuch  a  ftock  were  removed  into  a  better  foyl,  and  graf- 
^fed  witha  better  kind,  it  might  bring  forth  fruit  pleafant 
and  grateful  to  the  Husbandman  *,  and  if  fuch  perfons  (before 
deferibed);  were  but  regenerated  and  changed  in  their  fpirits 
and  principles,  what  excellent  and  ufeful  perfons  would  they 
be  in. the  Church  of  God?  and  then  their  fruits  would  be 
fweet  and  acceptable  to  him.  One  obferves  of  tertulliany  0- 

that  they 'came  into  laden  with, 

>L^y0.^ngo\dy.  ( z.  e, ),  they  came  into  the  Church  full  of  ex¬ 
cellent  Jtumane  learning,  which  did  Chrirt  much  fcrvice. 

When  the  Husbandman  cuts  down  hk  woods  or  hedges , 
he  cuts  down  thefe  Crab«  docks  with  the  red,  becaufe  he  va¬ 
lues  thtqi  not  any*  more  than  the  thorns  and  brambles  among 
which  tHeyigr6w:j  and  as  little  will  God  regard  or  fpare 
thefe  natural  branches,  how  much  foeverthey  are  laden  with 
fuch  fruit.  The  threatning  is  uniye'rfal,  Except  you 

be 
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he  regenerate  and  horn  again^i  you  cannot  enter  into  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Heaven*  And  again,  Heb.  12.14.  Without  holinejs^ 
no  man  (  be  his  natural  gifts  never  fo  excellent  )  Jhall fee.God, 
Imbellilhed  nature,  is  nature  ftilli  fhaP  rvhich  is  horn  of  the 
is  hut  flelhy  however  it  be  fet  off  with  advantage  to  the 
eye  of  man. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TO  what  purpofe  then  do  I  glory  in  my  natural  accom- 
pliftiments  ?  Though  I  have  a  better  nature  than  fome 
others  have,  yet  it  is  a  curfed  nature  ftill.  Thefe  fweet  qua» 
licks  and  excellent  gifts,  do  only  hide,  but  not  kill  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  nature.  I  am  but  a  rotten  poft  guilded  over,  and 
all  my  duties  but  hedge-fruif>  which  God  makes  no  account 
of.  O  cutting  thought !  that  the  unlearned  fliall  rife  and 
take  heaven,  when  I  with  all  my  excellent  gifts  (hall  de- 
fcend  into  hell.  Heaven  was  not  made  for  Scholars,  as  fuchj 
but  for  believers  >  as  one  faid,when  they  comforted  him  upon 
his  death-bed,  that  he  was  a  knowing  man,  a  Vodor  of  Divi¬ 
nity  :  O,  faid  he,  I  (hall  not  appear  before  God  as  a  VoUor^ 
but  as  a  man  5  I  fhall  (land  upon  a  level  with  the  mod:  illi¬ 
terate,  in  the  day  of  Judgment  >  what  doth  it  avail  me  that 
I  have  a  nimble  wit,  whilft  I  have  none  to  do  my  felf  good 
Will  ray  Judge  be  charmed  with  a  rhetorical  tongue  ?  Things 
will  not  be  carried  in  that  world,  as  they  are  in  this.  If  I’ 
could  with  Berengarius  difcourfe  de  omni  fcihili^  of  every  thing 
that  is  knowable  >  or  with  Solomon  unravel  nature  from  the 
Cedar  to  the  Hj^op.,  what  would ^this  advantage  me,  as  long 
as  I  am  ignorant  of  Chrijly  and  the  mydery  of  Regeneration'? 
My  head  hath  often  aked  with  dudy,  but  when  did  my  heart 
ake  for  (in  ?  Methinks,  O  my  foul,  thou  trimmed  up  thy 
felf  in  thefe  natural  ornaments  to  appear  before  God  >  much 
as  that  delicate  did,  when  he  was  to  come  before  Sa¬ 
muel^  and  fondly  conceited  that  thefe  things  will  procure 
favour,  or  (at  lead)  pity  from  him?  But  yet,  think  not  for 
all  that,  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  paft  5  fay  not  within  thy  felf, 
W'ill  God  cad  fuch  a  one  as  I  into  hell  ?  Shall  a  man  of  fuch 

A  a  parts 


I. 

A  defied: ion 
for  an  accom- 
plifhed  Natu- 
ralid. 
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2. 

A  refle<^ion 
for  a  true,  buti 
weak  belever.  ^ 


i 

i 
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partsbe  damned  >  Alas!  judice  will  hew  thee  to  pieces,  as 
Samml  did  that  fpruce  King,  and  not  abate  thee  the  leaft,for 
thefe  things  \  many  thoufand  branches  of  nature,  as  fair  and 
fruitful  as  thy  felf,  are  now  blazing  in  hell,  becaufe  not  tranf- 
planted  by  regeneration  into  Chriji  i  and  if  he  fpared  not  them 
neither  will  he  fpare  thee. 

I  am  a  poor  defpifed  Shrub,  which  have  no  beauty  at  all 
in  me,  and  yet  fuch  a  one  hath  the  L/ord  chofen  to  tranfplant 
into  Cbriji,  whilh  he  left  many  fragrant  branches  handing  on 
their  native  hock, to  be  fewel  of  his  wrath  to  all  eternity  /  O 
grace  for  ever  to  be  admired  !  Ah,  what  caufe  have  I  to  be 
thankful  to  free  grace,  and  for  ever  to  walk  humbly  with  my 
God;  the  Lord  hath  therefore  chofen  an  unlikely,  rugged, 
unpolitht  creature  as  I  am,  that  pride  may  for  ever  be  hid 
from  mine  eyes ,  and  that  I  may  never  glory  in  his  prefence, 
I  Cor.  1.2^.  I  now  have  the  advantage  of  a  better  root 
and  foyl  than  any  carnal  perfon  hath,  it  will  therefore  be  a 
greater  fhame  to  me,  and  a  reproach  to  the  root  that  bears  me, 
if  I  (hould  be  out-ftript  and  excelled  by  them  j  y^t  Lord, 
how  often  do  I  find  it  fo  ?  I  fee  fome  of  them  meek  and  pa¬ 
tient,  whilft  I  am  proud  and  paflionate  ^  gentle  and  affable, 
whilft  I  am  rough  and  furly  >  generous  and  noble,  whM  I 
am  bafe  and  penurious*  Truly,  fuch  a  branch  as  I  am,  is  no 
honour  to  the  root  that  bears  it. 
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The  Poem. 


(1) 1  Cor*  10. 
45- 

(2) 1^CC\.  7.9. 
(9)Deut.  32.8. 


("4)  Roin.§.i2. 


I  Am  a  branch  of  that  fair  Eden  Tree 

Which  to  (1)  mankind  God  had  ordain’d  to  be 
The  common  flock,  his  (2)  fcituation  good, 

His  (3)  branches  many,  of  himfelf  a  wood. 

And  like  a  Cedar  by  the  River  fed. 

Unto  the  clouds  his  ample  branches  fpread. 

Sin  fmote  (4)"  his  root,  then  juftice  cut  him  down  *, 

And  level’d  with  the  earth  his  lofty  Crown. 

What 
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what  hope  of  branches,  when  the  (5)  tree’s  o'returnM  ? 
But  like  {6)  dry  faggots  to  be  bound  and  burn’d. 

It  had  been  fo,  had  not  (7)  tranfcendent  love, 
which  in  a  fphere  above  our  thoughts  doth  move 
Prepar’d  a  better' (8)  ftock,  to  faveand  nouriOi 
Tranfplanted  twigs,  which  in  him  thrive  and  flourifh. 

In  Adam  all  are  Cp3  curs’d,  no  faving  fruit 
Shall  ever  fjpring  from  that  fin-blafted  roof. 

Yea  all  the  branches  that  in  him  are  found, 

EIow  (i)  flouriihing  foever  mufi:  be  bound 
And  pil’d  together,  horrid  news  to  tell ! 

To  make  an  everlarting  blaie  in  hell. 

God  takes  no  pleafure  in  the  fweeteft  bud 
Difclos’d  by  nature,  for  the  root’s  not  good. 

Some  (2)  boughs  indeed  richly  adorned  are 
With  natural  fruits,  which  to  the  eye  are  fair. 

Rare  (3)  Gifts,  fweet  difpofitions,  which  attracts 
The  love  of  thoufands,  and  from  moft  exadls 
Honour,  and  Admiration.  You’l  admire 
That  fuch  as  thefe,  are  fewel  for  the  fire. 

Indeed  ten  thoufand  pities  ’tis  to  fee 

Such  lovely  creatures  in  this  cafe  to  be.  * 

Did  they  by  true  regeneration  draw  * 

The  fap  of  life  from  jfejffe/ root,  C4)  the  Law, 

By  which  they  now  to  wrath  condemned  are 
Would  ceafe  to  curfe,  and  God  fuch  buds  would  fpare. 

But  out  of  him,  there’s  none  of  thefe  can  move 
His  unrelenting  heart,  or  draw  his  love.  ' 

Then  cut  me  off,  from  this  accurfed  Tree  i 
Left  I  for  ever  be  cut  off  from  thee. 
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n$o  Husbandry  ffiritualizfd ;  Or, 


CHAP.  II. 


t 


;  Upon  the  uni- 
orf  of  the  graff 
with  the  flock 


‘  uni-  ere  you  hud  or  grafts  therein  you  fee  5 

graff  How  Ckriji,  and  fouls  miiji  here  united  be. 


OBSERVATION, 


Hen  the  Husbandman  hath  prepared  his  grafts  in  the 


V  V  feafon  of  the  year,  he  carries  them,  with  the  tools 
that  are  necefTary  for  that  work,  to  the  tree  or'ftock  he  intends 
to  ingraft  ?  and  having  cut  off  the  top  of  the  limb,  in  fome 
hrait  fmooth  part,  he  cleaves  it  with  his  knife  or  chifTel,  a 
little  befide  the  pith  )  knocks  in  his  wedge  to  keep  it  open, 
then  (having.prepared  the  graff,  he  carefully  fets  it  into  the 
cleft,  joyning  the  inner  fide  of  the  barks  of  graff  and'fiock 
together,  (there  being  the  main  current  of  the  Tap)  then  puls 
out  his  wedge,  binds  both  together  (as  in  barking)  and  clays 
it  up,  to  defend  the  tender  graff  and  wounded  flock,  from 
the  injuries  of  the  Sun  and  Rain.  ‘ 

Thefe  tender  cyences  quickly  take  hold  of  the  flock  9  and 
having  immediate  coalition  with  it,  drink  in  itsfap,  concodf 
it  into  their  own  nourifhment,  thrive  better,  and  bear  more 
and  better  fruits  than  ever  they  would  have  done  upon  their 
i  natural  root,  yea,  the  fmalleft  bud,  being  carefully  inocula¬ 
ted  and  bound  clofe  to  the  flock)  will  in  fhort  time  become  a 
i  flourifhing  and  frqtful  limb.  , 


APPLICATION. 


THis  carries  a  mod  fweet  and  lively  refemblance  of  the 
fouls  union  with  Chrift  by  faith  )  and  indeed  there  is 
nothing  in  nature  that  (hadows  forth  this  great  Gofpel-my- 
flery  like  it  .*  ’Tisa  thoufand  pities,  that  any  who  are  im- 
ployed  "about,  or  are  but  fped’ators  of  fuch  an  adfion,  fhould 
terminate  their  thoughts  (as  too  many  do)  in  that  natural 


•  objecff 
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objeft,  and  not  raife  up  their  hearts  to  thefe  heavenly  medi¬ 
tations,  which  it  fo  fairly  offers  them.  j-- 

WhenatwigistobeingrafFed,  or  a  bud  inoculated,  it  is 
firft  cut  olTby  a  keen  knife  from  the  Tree  on  which  it  natural- 

^  A^nlwhen  the  Lord  intends  to  graft  a  foul  intoChrift,  the 
fitn  work  about  it  is  cutting  work,  AUs  2.37.  their  hearts 
were  cut  by  conviaion  and  deep  compunaion  s  no  cyence  is 
ingtaffed  without  cutting,  no  foul  is  united  with  Chrift  with¬ 
out  a  cutting  fenfe  of  fin  and  mifery,  i 

when  the  tender  fhoot  iscut  the  Tree,  there  are 

(ordinarily)  many  more  left  behind  upon  the  fame  Tree,  as 
oromifing  and  as  vigorous  as  that  which  is  taken  i  but  it  pleaf- 

eth  the  Husbandman  to  chufe  this,  and  leave  them. 

Even  fo  it  is  in  the  removing  or  transplanting  of  a  foul  by 
eonverfioD,  it  leaves  many  behind  it  in  the  Hate  of  nature, 
as  likely  and  promifing  as  it  felf  i  but  fo  it  pleafeih  God  to 
take  this  foul,  and  leave  many  others  v  yea,  often  fuch  as  gmw 
upon  the  fame  root  i  I  mean  the  immediate  parent,  Ma  .  1 
Z  was  Efau  Jacob’s  f'mkr,  ( faith  the  Lord  )  yet  I  loved 

Jacob,  aftd  I  hated  Efau.  i  a  • 

When  the  gralJs  are  cut  off,  in  ordei^^  to  this  work,  ti5  a 

critical  feafon  with  them-,  if  they  lye  too  long  before  they 
areingraffed  ,  or  take  not  with  the  ftock,  they  dye,  ^ndare 
never  more  to  be  recovered ',  they  may  Hand  in  the  flock  a 

while,  but  are  no  part  of  the  Tree.  ^ 

So  when  fouls  ate  under  a  work  of  convidion,  it  is  a  cri¬ 
tical  feafon  with  them  ',  many  a  one  have  I  known  then  to 

mifeahy,  and  never  recovered  again ',  they  have  indeed  for 

a  time  flood  like  dead  graifs  in  the  flock  ,  by  an  external 
dead-hearted  profeffion,  but  never  came  to  any  thing  -,  and  as 
fuch  dead  grafts  either  fall  off  from  the  flock,  or  moulder 

away  upon  it,  fo  do  thefe,  i  Johitz.ip. 

The  Husbandman  when  he  hath  cut  off  graffs,  or  tend  r 
buds  makes  all  the  convenient  fpeed  he  can  to  ctofe  them 
with  the  flocks  the  fooner  that  is  done,  the  better,  they  get 
no  good  by  remaining  as  they  are.  And  truly  it  concerns  the 
fervanfs  of  the  Lord  who  are  imployed  in  this  woj:k^of| 
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ingrafting  fouls  into  Chrift,  to  make  all  the  hafte  they  can 
to  bring  the  convidcd  finner  to  a  clofure  with  Chrifl.  As 
foon  as  ever  the  trembling  Jaylor  cryed  out,  What  (hall  I  do  to 
hefaved.^Paul  and  Silas  immediately  diredhim  to  Chfi(]:^A<^. 

They  do  not  fay,  it  is  too  foon  for  thee  to  a6t 
faith  on  Chrifl^  thou  art  not  yet  humbled  enough,  but  believe 
in  the  Lord  Jejits  Chriji^  and  thou  Jhalthe  faved. 

There  muft  be  an  incifton  made  in  the  dock  before  any 
bud  can  be  inoculated,  or  the  ftock  muft  be  cut  and  cleaved 
before  the  cyence  can  be  ingraffed  according  to  that  in  the 
Poet.  V onerit  infitio^  fac  ramurn  ramus  adopter,  (  ) 

To  grafts,  no  living  fap  the  flocks  impart i 
Unlefs  you  wound,  and  cut  them  neer  the  heart. 

Such  an  incilion  or  wound  was  made  upon  in  or- 

der  to  our  ingrafting  into  him,  John  jp.34.  the  opening  of 

that  deadly  wound  gives  life  to  the  fouls  of  believers. 

The  graff  is  intimately  united,  and  clofely  conjoyned  with 

the  flock,  theconjundlionisfoclofe,  that  they  become  one 
Tree. 

There  is  alfo  a  moft  clofe  and  immediate  union  betwixt 
Chrift,  and  the  foul  that  believeth  in  him.  It  is  emphatical¬ 
ly  exprelfed  by  the  Apoflle,  i  C.r.  6,  ij.  He  that  is  joyned 
totheLord^^  ts  one  jpirtt.  The  word  imports,  the  neareft,  clo- 
feft  and  flricSlefl  union.  Chrifi^  and  the  foul  cleave  together  m 
ableftedonenefs,  as  thofe  things  do  that  are  glewed  one  to 
another  i  fo  that,  look  as  the  graff  is  really  in  the  flock,  and 
the  fpirit  or  fap  of  the  flock  is  really  in  the  graft,  foabe- 
hever  IS  really  (though  myfticallyj  in  Chrift  \  and  the  Spirit 
ot  C/^r/yt  IS  really  communicated  to  a  believer.  Hive"  faith 
Paul.yet  not  7,  hut  Chrift  liveth  in  me^  Gal.  2.20.  He  that  dml- 
leth  in  love^  dweHeth  in  God^  and  God  in  him^  i  John  4. 16, 

Graft's  are  bound  to  the  ftock,  by  bonds  made  of  hay  or 

flags  j  thefe  keep  it  fleddy,elfe  the  wind  would  loofe  it  out  of 
the  ftock. 

The  believing  foul  is  alfo  faftned  to  Chrift,  by  bands 
which  will  fccure  it  from  all  danger  of  being  loofed  off  from 
mm  any  more.  There  are  two  bonds  of  this  union  j  the  Spi¬ 
rit  on  Gods  part,  this  is  the  firm  bond  of  union ,  without 

which 
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which  we  could  never  be  made  one  with  Chrift,  Kom.  8.  p. 
If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  he  is  none  rf  his  ,  and 
faith  on  our  part,  Eph.  3.17.  ihat  Chrifi  may  dwell  in  your 
hearts  hy  faith.  Thefe  hold  ftrongly 

Though  the  (lock  be  one  and  the  fame,  yet  all  gvaffs  do 
not  thrive  and  flourilh  alike  in  it,  feme  out-grow  the  reft  j 
and  thofe  that  grow  not  fo  well  as  the  others  do,  the  fault  is 
in  them,  and  not  in  the  ftock  :  So  it  is  with  Souls  really  uni¬ 
ted  to  Chrifi  -■)  all  do  not  flourifh  alike  in  him,  the  faith  of 
feme  grows  exceedingly,  2  Ihef.  1.3,  the  things  that  be  in 
others  are  ready  to  dye,  Kez;.  3.2.  and  fuch  fouls  rau ft  charge 
the  fault  upon  themfelves.  Chrifi  fends  up  living  fap  enough 
not  only  to  make  all  that  are  in  him  living,  but  fruitful  bran¬ 
ches. 


REFLECTIONS. 


IS  it  fo  indeed  betwixt  Chriji  and  my  foul,  as  it  is  betwixt 
the  ingraffed  cyence  and  the  ftock  ?  what  honour  and 
glory  then  hath  Chrift  conferred  upon  me,  a  poor  unworthy 
creature?  What !  to  be  made  one  with  him,  to  be  a  living 
branch  of  him,  to  be  joyned  thus  to  the  Lord.  Oh  1  what  a 
preferment  is  this !  it  is  but;  a  little  while  lincel  was  a  wild 
and  cur  fed  plant ,  growing  in  the  wildernefs  amongft  them 
3  that  (hall  (hortl.y  be  cut  down  and  faggotted  up  for  hell ,  for 
me  to  be  taken  from  amongft  them,  and  planted  into  Chrift, 
O  my  foul  /  fall  down  and  kifs  the  feet  of  free  grace ,  that 
moved  fo  freely  towards  fo  vile  a  creature  /  the  dignities  and 
honours  of  the  Kings  and  Nobles  of  the  earth,  are  nothing 
to  mine  )  ’twas  truly  confefled  by  one  of  them,  that  it  is  a 
greater  honour  to  be  a  member  of  Chrift,  than  the  head  of 
an  Empire.  Do  I  fay,  a  greater  honour  than  is  put  upon  the 
K  ings  of  the  Earth  ?  I  might  have  faid,  it  is  a  greater  honour 
than  is  put  upon  the  Angels  of  heaven  ?for  to  which  of  them 
faid  Chrift  at  any  time,  thou  art  bone  of  my  bone  ,  and  flelh 
of  my  fle(h  ?  Behold  I  what  manner  of  love  is  this  I  i  Joh.  3.1. 

Look  again  upon  the  ingraffed  cyences,  O  my  foul  /  and 
thou  (halt  find,  that  when  once  they  had  taken  hold  of  the 

ftock, 


Four  comfor¬ 
table  Retlcfti- 
onsfor  a  rege¬ 
nerate  foul. 
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flock,  they  live  as  long  as  there  is  any  Tap  in  the  root  i  and 
bccaufe  he  livech ,  I  fhall  live  alfo,  for  my  life  is  hid  with 
Chrifl  in  God,  CoL  3. 3;  ThegrafFispreferved  in  the  flock, 
and  my  foul  is  even  fo,  preferved  in  Chrift  Jefus^  Jude  i. 

Am  I  joyned  to  the  Lord  as  myflical  part,  or  branch  of 
himj  how  dear  art  thou  then,  O  my  foul,  to  the  God  and  fa¬ 
ther  of  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  ?  What  /  a  branch  of  his  dear 
Son!  What  can  God  with-hold  from  one  fo  ingrafted? 
Eph,  I.  <5.  A]lU  yours  (  faith  my  God )  for  ye  are  Chrifts^ 
and  Chrift  is  Gods^  i  Cor*  3.33. 

Once  more,  draw  matter  of  inflrudlion,  as  well  as  com¬ 
fort  from  this  fweetobfervation.  Seeing  God  hath  put  all 
this  honour  upon  thee,  by  this  mofl  intinflnc  union  with  his 
Chrifl,  look  to  it  (my  foul)  that  thou  live  and  walk  as  be¬ 
comes  a  foul,  thus^ one  with  the  Lord  >  be  thou  tender  over 
his  glory,  doth  not  that  which  flrikes  at  the  root,  flrike  at  the 
very  life  of  the  graff  ?  and  fhall  not  that  which  flrikes  at  the 
very  glory  of  Chrifl  tenderly  touch  and  affect  thee  ?  yea ,  be 
thou  tenderly  affeded  with  all  the  reproaches  that  fall  upon 
him  from  abroad,  but  efpecially  with  thofe  which  redound 
to  him  from  thine  own  unfruitfulnefs,  O,  difgrace  not  the 
root  that  bears  thee  j  let  it  never  be  faidj  that  any  evil  fruit 
(hall  be  found  upon  a  branch  that  lives  and  is  fed  upon  fuch  a 
root. 


( 15.  5- 


The  Poem, 

/ 

OH  what  confidering  ferious  man  can  fee 

The  clofe  conjundtion  of  the  graff  and  tree  5 
And  whilflhe  contemplates  he  doth  not  find 
This  meditation  graffed  on  his  mind  ? 

‘V, 

branch,  and  Chrift  the  vine 
thy  gracious  hand  did  pluck 
Me  from  that  native  (2 )  flock  of  mine, 
that  I  his  fap  might  fuck. 


The 
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The  bloudy  C3  )  Tpear  did  in  his  heart 
a  deep  inciGon  make, 

That  grace  to  me  he  might  impart, 

and  1  thereof  partake.  ,  , 

*  fc 

C?)  ]oIi-l5.34. 

The  fpirit  (4)  and  faith  is  that  Grm  band, 

■'  which  binds  us  faft  together  *5 

Thus  we  are  clafped  (  5  )  hand  in  hand  > 
and  {6)  nothing  us  can  fever. 

(^4)  Rom,  8. 9. 
Eph.  $•  17. 
Cant. 2. 16. 
8.37. 

'  Blefs’d  be  that  hand  which  did  remove, 
me  from  my*  native'  Iplacc, 

This  was  the  (7)  wonder  of  thy  love, 
the  triumph  of  thy  grace.  n  ■ 

0;  I  Job.  3.1. 

■  ^  ■  -  - .  .V 

^  That  la  wild  (8)  and  curfed  plant, 

ft^ould  thus  preferred  be  5  ?  . 

Who  allthofe  (6}  ornaments  do  want,  ^ 

thou  may’G  in  others  fee.  ^ 

('8)Rom.  11.17 

As  long  as  er’e  the  root  doth  live,  ' 

the  branches  are  not  dry  >  ^  ^  - 

WhilG  Chrift  hath  grace,  and  life  to  give  >  ’  > 

my  foul  can  never  (0  dye.  ^  s 

0  blefled  Saviour !  never  could 
agraff  cleave  to  the  tree? 

-More  (2)  clofe  than  thy  poor  creature  would^V 

united  be  with  thee. I*  ‘  !  j 

{'2J  Cant.  8. 6, 

-  Myfoul,  difbonour  not  thy  root,  .  -  ^ 

*t will  be  a  (hame  for  thee  >  '  ^  *  v  '  * ' ^  ■ 

To  want  the  choiceft  forts  of  fruit 

and  yet  thus  graffed  (3J  be.  -  ^ 

V  -  ' 

(*3)  Ifa,  j.  4* 

Thus  you  may  lhake  from  graffs  before  they  blow 

More  precious  fruit  than  e’re  on  trees  did  grow. 

Bb  CHAP. 

\ 

[ 

tm 
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>  CHAP.  III.  ' 

when  Trees  are  p?al^d^  hat  little  fruit  remains*^ 

JuJi  Juch  a  remnant  to  the  Lord  pertains, 

,  *  - 

- - - - ^ - 

^  O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T  ro  N. 

IT  is  a  pleafant  fight  in  Autumn^'  Jo  fee  the  fruitful  bran¬ 
ches  hanging  full  of  cluftcrs ,  which  weigh  the  boughs  to 
the  ground.  ^  ^  ' 

Aflice  curvaios  pomorum  pondere  tamos  ^ 

Vt  fua  quod  peperit  vix  ferat  arbor  onus. 

Which  I  may  thus  Englifli, 

O  what  a  pleafant  fight  itjs  to  fee. 

The  fruitful  clufiers  bowing  down  the  tree. 

But  thefe  laden  branches  are  foon  eafed  of  their  burden, 
for  as  foon  as  they  are  ripe,  the  Husbandman  afcends  the  tree, 
and  fhaking  the  limbs  with  all  his  might ,  caufes  a  fruitful 
(bower  to  fall  like  hailfiones  upon  the  ground  below,  which 
being  gathered  to  a  heap,  are  carried  to  the  pound,  broken 
all  to  pieces  in  the  trough,  and  fqueezed  to  a  dry  lump  in  the 
prefs,  whence  all  their  juice  and  ipoifture  runs  into  the  Fat. 
How  few  efcape  this  Fat,  ©fall  thpfe  multitudes  that  grew 
in  the  Orchard  ^  If  you  now  look  upon  the  Trees,  you  may 
poffibly  fee  here  one,  and  there  another,  two  or  three  upon 
the  outmoft  branches,  but  nothing  in  comparifon  to  thevaft 
numbers  that  are  thus  ufed. 

APPLICATION,. 

This  fmajl  remains  of  fruit,  which  are  either  left  upon 
the  tree,,  or  gathered  in  fpr  an  hoard,  do  well  refemblc 
that  fmall  number  of  Gods  eledf  in  the  world,  which  free 
•  ‘  ‘  '•  grace 


Upon  the  ga¬ 
thering  of 
fruits  in  Au¬ 
tumn. 
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grace  hath  referved  out  of  the  general  ruine  of  rhankind. 

Four  things  are  excellently  diado wed  forth  to  us  by  this  fi- 

militude. 

You  fee  in  a  fruitful  Autumn,  the  trees  even  oppreft  and 
overladen  with  the  weight  of  their  ©wn  fruits  before  the 
(baking  time  comes,  and  then  they  are  eafed  of  their  burden. 

Thus  the  whole  creation  groans  under  the  weight  of  their 
fins  who  inhabit  it,  Korn.  8.22.  the  creatures  are  in  bondage, 
and  by  an  elegant  Frofopopeia^  are  faid,  both  to  groan  and 
wait  for  deliverance.  The  original  fin  of  man  brought  an 
original  curfe,  which  burdens  the  creature,  Gen.  3.17.  Curfed 
is  the  ground  for  thy  fak^  ?  and  the  a6lual  fin  of  man  brings 
actual  curfes  upon  the  creature,  Pf^l*  107*  34*  Thus  the  (in¬ 
habitants  of  the  world  load  and  burden  it,  as  the  limbs  of  a 
tree  are  burdened,  and  (bmetimes  broken  with  the  weight  of 
their  own  fruit. 

You  may  obferve  it  in  your  Orchards  every  year,  what 
abundance  of  fruits  daily  fall,  either  by  ftorms,  or  of  their 
own  accord  ?  but  when  the  (baking  time  comes,  then  the 
ground  is  covered  all  over  with  fruit.  Thus  it  is  with  the* 
world,  that  myftical  tree,  with  refpec^  to  men,  that  inhabit 
it  5  there  is  not  a  year,  day  or  hour,  in  which  (bme  drop  not, 
as  it  were  of  their  own  accord  by  a  natural  death  >  and  fome- 
times  wars  and  epidemical  plagues  blow  down  thoufands  to¬ 
gether  into  their  graves,  thefe  are  as  high  winds  in  a  frintful 
Orchard,  but  when  the  (baking  time,  the  Autumn  of  the 
world  comes  >  then  all  its  inhabitants  (ball  be  (baken  down 
together,  either  by  death,  or  a  tranllation  equivolent  there-  j 

unto.  "  \  If 

When  fruits  are  (baken  down  from  their  trees,  then  the 

Husbandman  feparates  them  j  the  far  greateft  part  for  the 
pound,  and  fome  few  he  referves  for  a  hoard ,  which  are 
brought  to  his  table,  and  eaten  with  pleafure.^  This^  excel¬ 
lently  (badows  forth  that  great  feparation,  which  Chrift  will 
make  in  the  end  of  the  world  ?  when  fome  (ball  be  caft  into 
the  wine-prefs  of  the  Almighties  wrath,  and  others  prefer- 

ved  for  glory.  '  . 

Thofe  fruits  which  are  preferved  on  the  tree,  or  in  the 

B  b  2  hoard, 


Husbandry  ffirituaUztd  v  Or? 

hoard,  are  comparatively  but  an  handful  to  thofe  that  are 
broken  in  the  pound.  Alafs !  ’tis  fcarce  one  of  a  thoufand, 
and  fuch  a  fmall  remnant  of  Eled  fouls  hath  God  refeived 

for  glory.  ^  .  rr 

I  look  upon  the  World,  as  a  great  Tree,  connfling  or  four 

large  limbs  or  branches  ^  this  branch  or  divilion  of  it  on 
which  we  grow,  hath  doubtlefs  a  greater  number  of  Gods 
eled  upon  it,  than  the  ocher  three  >  and  yet  when  I  look  with 
a  ferious  and  confidering  eye  upon  this  fruitful  European 
branch,  and  fee  how  much  rotten  and  withered  fruit  there 
grows  upon  if,  it  makes  me  fay  2^sChryfoftom  did  of  his  po¬ 
pulous  Ah>  how  fmall  a  remnant  hath  Jefus  Chri^ 

among  thefe  vaft  numbers!  Many  indeed  are  called^  but)  ah, 
horv  ferv  are  chofen  \  Mat.  2C.  Alas  1  they  are  but  as 
the  gleanings  when  the  vintage  is  done  )  here  and  there  one 
upon  its  outmoll  branches.  To  allude  to  that,  IJa,  ij.  6, 
it  was  a  fad  obfervatlon  which  that  fearching  Scholar  (Mr. 
Brtermod)  long  fince  made  upon  the  world,  that  dividing  it 
into  thirty  equal  parts,  he  found  nolefs  than  nineteen  of 
them  wholly  overfpred  with  Idolatry  and  Heathenifh  dark- 
nefs !  and  of  the  eleven  remaining  parts,  no  lefs  than  fix  are 
Mahumeians  \  fo  that  there  remain  but  five  of  thirty,  which 
profefs  the  Chriftian  Religion  at  large  j  and  the  far  greater 
part  of  thefe  remaining  five,  are  invellop’d  and  drowned  in 
Popifh  darknefs  v  fo  that  you  fee  the  reformed  Proteftant  Re¬ 
ligion  is  confined  to  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground  indeed.  Now,  if 
from  thefe  we  fubfiradt  all  the  grolly  ignorant,  openly  pro¬ 
fane,  meerly  civil,  and  fecretly  hypocritical)  judge  then  in 
your  felves )  how  fmall  a  fcantling  of  the  world  falls  to 
j  Chrifts  (hare  *• 

Well  might  Chrifi  fay.  Mat,  Narrow  is  the  way^  and 
fhait  is  the  gate^  that  leadeth  unto  life^  and  few  there  be  that 
fnd it.  And  again,  Lu]{e  12.13.  fear  notjittlejittle flock*  The 
large  piece  goes  to  the  devil,  a  little  remnant  is  Chrifis, 
Horn,  p.  27.  Saints  in  Scripture  are  called  Mai.  3.17. 

Precious  Pearls  and  Diamonds,  which  the  Latines  call  Vn't- 
ones,  ^aiia  nulli  duo  fimul  reperiuntur  (faith  Pliny)  becaufe 
nature  gives  them  not  by  pairS)  but  one  by  one.  How  many 

pebbles 
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pebbles  to.  one  pearl?  Suitable  to  this  notion,  is 
plaint  of  the  Prophet,  Mich.  7.1,2.  is  me,  for  lamas 

when  they  have  gathered  the  Summer  fruits,  as 
inzs  of  the  vintage,  there  is  no  clufrer  to  eaf,  my  foul  defired  the 
&ii  rise  fruits  ',  the  good  man  is  perijhedout  of  the  earth,  and 
there  is  none,  (  i-  e.  none  comparatively  )  upright  among  men. 
The  Trophet  alludes  toa  poorhungry  man,  that  alter  the  ga¬ 
thering  time  is  paft,  comes  into  an  Orchard,  dehringfome 
choice  fruits  to  eat,  butalafs!  hehnds  none  i  there  is  no  clu- 
ftcr  i  polTibly  here  and  there  a  hngle  Saint,  like  a  fingle  apple, 
here  and  there  one  after  the  fhaking  time.  True  Saints  are 

the  worlds  rarities. 

REFLECTIONS. 
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WHat  then  will  be  my  lot,  when  that  great  taking 
time  (hall  come,  who  have  followed  the  multitude, 
and  gone  with  the  tyde  of  the  world  ?  ho  w  even  when  I  have  ^ 
been  prefled  to  ftrfdnefs  and  Angular  diligence,  in  the  mat 
ters  of  falvation,  and  told  what  a  narrow  way  the  way  -of 
life  is,  have  I  put  it  off  with  this  •,  If  it  be  fo,  then  wo  to 
houfands.  Ah  foolilh  heart !  thoufands  and  ten 
(hall  be  woful  and  miferable  indeed,  to  all  eternity.  Will  it 
be  any  mitigation  to  my  mifery,  that  I  ihall  have  thoufands 
of  miferable  companions  with  me  in  hell .  or  will  it  be  ad- 
mitTed  for  a  good  plea  at  the  Judgment  feat  Lord,  I  did 
as  the  generality  of  my  neighbours  in  the  world  did ,  except 
it  were  here  and  there  a  more  precife  perfon,  I  faw  none , 
but  lived  as  1  lived.  Ah,  foolifh  finner  .  Is  it  not  better  go 
to  heaven  alone,  than  to  hell  with  company  ?  the  world cour- 
fes,  have  always  the  mOil  imitators,  and  the  toad  to  deftrudi- 

°"AndhoTlkdrbeti^^  condition  >  who  have  often 

fathered  the  wickednefsof  my  own  heart,  upon  the  incou 
ragements  of  mercy.  Thus  hath-  my  heart  pleaded  againft 
flnanefs  and  duty.  God  is  a  mercitul  God,  ^e 

fo  fevere  with  the  world  as  to  damn  fo  many  thoufands  as  are 
in.  foul, if  God  had  d.mn.d  cho  wh* 
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race  of  Adam^  he  had  done  them  no  wrong  >  yea,  there  is 


foul. 


more  mercy  in  faving  but  one  man,  than  there  is  feverity  and 
rigour  in  damning  all :  hpw  many  drunkards  and  adulterers 
have  lived  and  died  with  thy  plea  in  their  mouths  ?  God  is  a 

merciful  God;  but  yet  his  word  exprclly  faith,  Be  ye  mt  de¬ 
ceived,  fuchJhaU  not  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  Cod,  i  Cor.  6.  o, 
God  indeed,  is  a  God  of  infinite  mercy  >  but  he  will  never 
cxercile  his  mercy  to  the  prejudice  of  his  truth. 

O,  what  rich  grace  is  here  /  tha.t  in  a  general  Shipwrack 
mercy  fliould  caft  forth  a  line  or  plank  to  fave  me !  that  when 
millions  perilh,  I  with  a  few  more  fliould  cfcape  that  perditi¬ 
on.  Was  it  the  Fathers  good  pleafure  to  beftow  the  King: 
dom  upon  a  little  flock,  and  to  make  me  one  of  that  numbef  > 
What  lingular  obligations  hath  mercy  put  upon  my  foul  ! 
the  fewer  are  faved  the  more  caufe  have  they  that  are,  to  ad¬ 
mire  their  Saviour  !  If  but  one  of  a  thoufand  had  been  dam¬ 
ned,  yet  my  falvation  would  have  been  an  ad  of  infinite  gracei 
but  when  fcarce  one  of  a  thoufand  are  faved,  what  fhall  I  call 
that  grace,  that  caft  my  lot  among  them  ! 


The  Pom, 


TT-T ^  ^bat  with  Ipiritual  eves  in  Antnmn 


Methinks  this  Meditation  fliould  awake 
His  foul  i  and  make  it  like  thofe  trees  to  fliake 
Gt  all  the  clufters  which  fo  lately  grew  /  ^ 
Upon  thefe  trees,  how  few  can  they  now  ftiew 
Here  one  (i)  and  there  another  j  twoorthn 
Upon  the  outmoft  branches  of  the  tree. 

The  greateft  numbers  to  the  pound  are  born 

1  the  trough  and  all  to  pieces  torn : 


foul. 
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This  little  handful’s  left,  to  (had’ow  forth  ‘ 

To  me  God’s  (2)  remnant  in  this  peopl’d  earth. 

If  o’  re  the  whole  terreftrial  globe  I  look. 

The  Gofpel  vifits  but  (2)  a  little  nook. 

The  reft  with  horrid  (^3  darknefsoverfpread, 

Are  faft  a  fteep  s  yea,  in  tranTgreifions  dead. 

Whole  droves  to  hell  the  devil  daily  drives  i 
Not  one  amongft  them  once  (5)  refifts  or  ftrives. 

And  in  this  little  heaven-inlightned  fpot, 

How  vaft  an  intereft  hath  Satan  got  ? 

But  few  of  holinefs  profeffion  make, 

And  if  from  thofe  that  do  profefs  I  take 

The  felf-deluding  hypocrite,  I  fear 

To  think  how  few  (d)  remain  that  are  fincere. 

O  tax  not  mercy  that  it  faves  fo  few, 

But  rather  wonder  that  the  Lord  fliould  fhew 
Mercy  to  any  i  (7)  quarrel  not  vi^ith  grace, 

But  for  thy  felf  Gods  gracious  terms  imbrace 

When  all  were(8j[hipwrack’d,  thou  ftiouldft  wonder  more 

To  find  thy  felf  fo  ftrangely  caft  aftiore 

And  there  to  meet  with  any  that  can  tell 

How  narrowly  they  alfo  (pj  fcap’d  from  hell. 

The  fmaller  numbers  mercy  faves,  the  higher 
Ingagements  lye  on  thee  (1)  ftill  to  admire. 

Had  the  whole  fpeciees  perilh’d  in  their  fin,  ' 

And  not  one  individual  faved  bin  j 

Yet  every  (2)  tongue  before  him  muft  be  mute, 

Confefs  his  righteoufnefs  j  but  not  difpute. 

Or  had  the  hand  of  mercy  which  is  (3)  free 
Taken  anpther,  and  pafs’d  over  me  » 

I  ftill  muft  juftitie  him,  and  my  tongue 
Confei^  my  maker  had  done  me  no  wrong. 

But  if  my  (4)  name,  he  pleafe  to  let  me  fee 
Enroll’d  among  thofe  few  that  faved  be, 

What  admiration  ftiould  fuch  mercy  move  ! 
what  thanks,  and  (5)  praife,  and  everlafting  love ! 
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C  H  A  P.  IV.  . 

Dead  barren  Trees  you  for  the  fire  prepare^ 
hi  fuch  a  cafe ^  all  fruitlefs  perfons  are. 


OBSERVATION.  ' 

AFter  many  years  patience,  m  theufeof  all  means  to 
recover  a  fruit  Tree>  if  the  Husbandman  fee  it  be 
quite  dead,  and  that  there  can  be  no  more  expedfation  of  any 
fruit  from  it,  he  brings  his  ax  and  hews  it  down  by  the  root  j 
and  from  the  Orchard  it  is  carried  to  the  fire,  it  being  then  fit 
for  nothing  elfe  >  he  reckons  it  imprudent  to  let  fuch  a  ufe- 
lefs  tree  abide  in  good  ground,  where  another  might  be 
planted  in  its  room,  that  will  better  pay  for  the  ground  it 
(lands  in.  I  my  felf  oncefaw  a  large  Orchard  of  fair,  but 
fruitlefs  trees,  all  rooted  up,  rived  abroad ,  and  ricked  up 
for  the  fire.  . 

APPLICATION. 

V 

THus  deals  the  Lord  by  u(ele(s  and  barren  ProfeOors 
who  do  but  cumber  his  ground.  Mat,  3.10.  And  nort> 
alfoyhe  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  treesh  therefore  every  tree  that 
brings  not  forth  good  -fruity  is  hewndotr^n  and  caji  into  the  fire. 
And  Luke  13*  7*  T^hen  faid  the  drejfer  of  the  vineyard^  behold 

this  three  years  I  came  feeJ^ingfruit  on  this  fig^tree^and  find  none', 
cut  it  down,  rvhy  cumbreth  it  the  ground  ?  Thefe  three  years 
alluding  to  the  time  of  his  Miniftry ,  he  being  at  that  time 
entring  upon  his  lafi  half  year, as  one  obferves,by  harmonizing 
the  Evangelifts  s  fo  long  he  had  waited  for  the  fruit  of  his 
Minirtry,  among  thofe  dead-hearted  Jews :  now  his  pati¬ 
ence  is  even  at  an  end,  cut  them  down  Cfaith  he^  why  cumber 
they  the  ground  ?  I  will  plant  others,  (viz.  the  Gentiles)  in 

their 


V 


The  heavenly  ufeof  earthly  things. 

1  *  -  — - -  ^ - - 

their  room.  This  hewing  down  of  the  barren  tree  doth  in  a 
lively  manner  fhadow  forth  Gods  judicial  prceedings  again  ft 
formal  and  empty  ProfefTors  under  the  Gofpel  ?  and  the  re- 
femblance  clearly  holds  in  thefe  following  particulars. 

The  tree  that  is  to  be  hewn  down  for  the  fire,  ftands  in 
the  Orchard  anvong  other  flouriOiing  trees,  where  it  hath  en¬ 
joyed  the  benefit  of  a  good  foyl,  a  ftrong  fence  and  much  cul¬ 
ture  but  being  barren,  thefe  priviledges  fecure  it  not  from 
the  fire.  It  is  not  our  ftanding  in  the  vifiblc  Church,  by  a 
powerlefs  profeilion  among  real  Saints*  with  whom  we  have 
been  alTociated,  and  enjoyed  the  rich  and  excellent  waterings 
of  Ordinances,  that  can  fccure  us  from  the  wrath  of  God, 
Mat,  3.8,5?.  Bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance^  and 
think,  not  to  fay  within  your  felves.,  we  have  Abraham  to  ourfa- 
ther.  Neither  Abraham^  nor  Abrahams  God,  will  acknow- 
,  ledge  fuch  degenerate  children  >  if  Abrahams  faith  be  not  in 
I  your  hearts^  it  will  be  no  advantage  that  , Abrahams  blood 
'  runs  rn  your  veins,  ’T \viH  be  a  poor  plea  for  Judasy  when  he 
fhall  ftand  before  Chri^  in  judgment,  to  fay.  Lord,  I  was  one 
of  thy  family,  I  preached  for  thee,  I  did  eat  and  drink  in  thy 
prefence.  Let  thefe  Scriptures  be  confulted,  Mat,  7.2.2  .  Mat, 
25.11,12.1^0^.2.17.^^25. 

The  Husbandman  doth  not  prefently  cut  down  the  tree 
becaufe  it  puts  not  forth  as  foon  as  other  trees  do5  but  waits 
as  long  as  there  is  any  hope,and  then  cuts  it  down.  Thus  doth 
God  wait  upon  barren  dead-hearted  perfons,  from  Sabbath 
to  Sabbath,  and  from  year  to  year  i  for  the  Lord  islong-fuf- 
fering  to  us- ward,  and  not  willing  that  any  fhould  periQi, 
but  all  come  to  repentance,  2  Fet,  3.  p.  Thus  the  long-fuf- 
fering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah  upon  thofe  dry 
trees, who  are  now  fmoakingand  flaming  in  hell,  i  Pet,  3.20.. 
He  waits  long  on  finners,  but  keeps  exad  accounts  of  every 
year  and  day  of  his  patience,  Luk^  13,.  7.  Thefe  three  years^ 
And  Jer,  25. 3 .  Thefe  2  3  years. 

When  the  time  is  come  to  cut  it  down,  the  dead  tree  can¬ 
not  poflibly  refift  the  fltoke  of  the  ax,  but  receives  the 
blow,  and  falls  before  if.  No  more  can  the  ftouteft  tinner  re¬ 
fift  the  fatal  ftrokc  of  death,  by  which  the  Lord  hews  him 

Gc  down  , 


clown;  Ecchf.  ^8.8.  •  ihere  is  no  mm  that  hath  fower  ozier  the 
Spirit^  to  retain  tbe  Spirih^  neither  hath  he  pomr  in  the  day  of 
deaths  and  there  is  no  difcharge  in  that  war^  When  the  pale 
horfe  comes,  away  you  muh  into  the  Land  of  darknefs  i 
Though  thou  cry  out  with  Adrian^  O  my  poor  foul,  \y hither 
art  thou  going !  dye  thou  muft^thou  barren  ProfeiTor  j  though 
it  were  better  for  thee  to  do  any  thing  elfe  than, to  die.  What 
a  dreadful  fcreech  will  thy  confcience  give,  when  it  fees  the 
ax  at  thy  root !  and  fay  to  thee,  as  it  is,  Ezek*  7* 
is  come^  the  end  is  come  *,  it  watchethfor  thee^  behold  it  is  come* 
O,  faid  Henry  Beauford^  (thatjoich  and  wretched  Cardinal, 
B\(hop  IVinchefier,  and  Chancellor  when  he, 

perceived  whereto  he  muft)  wherefore  muft  I  die  >  U  the 
w'hole  Realm  would  fave  my  life,  I  am  able  either  by  policy 
to  get  it,  or  by  riches  to  buy  it.  Fye  f  quoth  he  )  will^  not 
death  be  hired  ?  will  riches  do  nothing  ?  No,  neither  riches 

nor  pblicy  can  then  avail.*:  n  i*  ^  .  n.  j 

That  fide  to  which  the  tree  leaned  moft.  while  it  ftood, 

that  way  it  will  fall  when  it  is  cut  down  i  and  as  it  falls  fo 
i  it  lies,  whether  to  the  South  or  North,  Ecclef  1 1. 3*  ^  ^ 
fares  with  thefe  myftical  trees  *,  1  mean  fruitlefs  Profeffors. 

Had  their  hearts  and  afTe(ff  ions  inclined  and  bended  heaven¬ 
ward  whilft  they  lived,  that  way  no  doubt  they  had  fallen  at 
I  their  death  )  but  as  their  hearts  inclined  to  hn,  and  ever 
1  bended  to  the  world.-,  fo  when  God- gives  the  fatal  hjokc  > 
they  mud  fall  hell-ward,  and  wrath- ward  i  and  how  dread- 

1  ful  will  fuchafall  be  ?  r  1  1  j  »  ru  n 

When  the  dead’trce  is  carried  out  of  the  Orchard,  it  lhall 

never  be  among  the  living  trees  .of  the  Orchard  any  more  ;, 
many  years  it  grew  among  them,  but  now  it  (hall 
a  place  therein  again.  And  when  the  barren  Profefl^  is  car¬ 
ried  out  of  the  world  by  death,  he  fhall  never  be  aliociated 
with  the  Saints  any  more.  He  may  thenfay,  fare  well  all  ye 
Saints,  among  whom  I  lived, and  with  whom  I  fo  often 
faded,  prayedi  I  (hall  never  fee  your  faces  more j  b. 

11,12*  -T  fay  unto  you,  that  many  (hall  come  from  the 
and  Weft j  and‘ North,  and  South,  and  (hall  fit  down  with 
Abraham,  Ifaae  zad  Jacob,  in  the  Kingdom  of  heaven’,  bm 
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thechildren  of  the  Kingdom  (hall  be  caft'  forth  into  outer 
darknefs,  there  (liall  be  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnaihing 

of  teeth.  ^  .  r  ,  ^  t  1  r 

When  the  dead  tree  is  carried  out  of  the  Orchard,  the 

Husbandman  cuts  off  his  branches,  and  rives  him  afunder 

with  his  wedges.  This  alfo  is  the  lot  of  barren  Profeffors. 

khe  Lord  of  that  ferx^ant  Shall  comv  in  a  dayy  .  p’Jm  he  looked 

notferhintiy  and  vpiU  cut  hint  afunder  \  he  lhall  be  diffe^^^cd, 

or  cut  abroad,  Luke  12.  46/  ^ 

Now  therefore  confider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  left  I 
tear  (or  rend)  you  in  pieces,  Ffah  5^*  ^  direful  day  ! 

when  the  fame  hand  that  planted,  pruned ,  and , watered 
thee  folohg,  and  fo  tenderly,  ihall  now  ftrike  mortal  ftrokes 
at  thee,  ahd  that  without  pit^ :  c  L or  he  that  ^  made  \herri  will 
not  have  mercy  on  them^  and  he  that  formed  them  willjh.ew  them 
no  favour y  Ifa.  27. 1 1.  For  the  day  of  mercy  is  over,  and  the 
day  of  his  wrath  is  fully  come.  ^  ^  „ 

When  thfettee  iscleav’d  abroad,  then  it’s  rotten  5  hodow 
infide  appears  ^  which  was  the  caufe  of  its  barrennefs  v  it 
looked  like  a  fair  and  fckind  bodied  tree,  but  now.all  may  fee 
how  rotten  it  is'at  the  'heart :  So  willGod  in  that  day,  when 
he  fhall  diffed:  the  barren  Trofeffor,  difeover  the  rottennefs 
of  his  heartland  unfoundnefs  of  his  principles  and  ends  j  then 
'they  who  never  hripeded  hith  h^orc,  fhall  fee  what  a  hollow 
and  rottlcnhearted  PimieffCn^l^^  •  ^ 

,^aftiy/ thfe  ftuitl^s  alfo  is 

the  endindfad  iffue-'of  formality,  John  1^.6.  Hejs  cafi 
forth  as  a  branch,  and  vs  mthered^  and  men  gather  them  and  caji 
ihem  intd  the  fire,  and ih^  are  burned.  This  is  an  undoubted 
truth,  That  there  is  no  plant  in  Gods  vineyard,  but  he  will 
have  glory  from  it  by  bearing  fruit,  or  glory  on  it  by  burning 
in  the  fire.  In  this  fire  (hall  they  lye,^  gnajhing  their  teethy 
Luke  13.38.  and  that  both  in  indignation  againft  the  Saints, 
whom  they  (hall  fee  in  glory,  and  againft  J^f^  Chrifiy^  who 
would  not  fave  themj  and  againft  themfelves,  for  loling  fo 
fooliflily  the  opportunities  of  falvation.  Do  you  behold 
-wKen  you  fit  by  the  firei  the  froth  that  boyls  out  of  thole 
flaming  logs  ?  O  think  of  that  fome  and  rage  of  thefe  un- 

C  c  2  done  ' 
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done  creatures,  foaming  2nd  gnafliing  their  teeth  h 
which  is  not  quenched,  Mark^  p.  44. 


REFLECTION 


HOw  often  have  I  paffed  by  fuch  barren  trees,  with  a 
more  barren  heart  ?  as  little  thinking  fuch  a  tree  to  be 
the  emblem  of  my  felf,  as  Nebuchadnezzar  did,  when  he  faw 
that  tree  in  a  dream  which  reprefented  himfelf,  and  (liadow- 
ed  forth  to  him  his  enfuing  mifery,  Van.  4*  ^3* 
my  confcience !  my  droulic,  fleepy  confcience  .  wert  thon 
but  tender  and  faithful  to  me,  thou  wouldft  make  as  round 
and  terrible  an  applkation  of  fuch  a  fpefecle  to  me  as  the 
faithful  Prophet  did  to  him,  22,  And  thus  wouldft  thou, 
O  my  foul,  bemoan  thy  condition  !  ’ 

Poor  wretch,  here  I  grow  for  a  little  time,  among  the 
trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  Plants  of  renown  i  but  I  am  none 
of  them,  F was  never  planted  a  right  feed  ^  fome  green  and 
flouriftiing  leaves  of  provifion  indeed  I  have,  which  deceive 
others,  but  God  cannot  be  deceived  >  he  fees  I  am  fruitl^s 
and  rotten  at  the  heart.  Poor  foul,  what  will  thine  end  be 
but  burning !  behold  the  ax  lyeth  by  thy  root,  and  wonder 
it  is,  that  there  it  (hould  lye  fo  long,  and  I  yet  ftanding .  ftill 
mercy  pleads  for  a  fruitlefs  creature »  Lord,  fpare  K  one  year 
longer.  Alas!  he  need  ftrikc  iio.  great  blow  to  ruine 
‘  his  very  breath  blows  to  deftru^ion,  Job  4.  a  frown  of 
his  face  can  blaft  and  mine  me^  So.  6.  he  is  daily  (bill- 
cited  by  his  jufticc  to  hew  me  down,  and  yet  I  ftand*  Lord, 
cure  my  barrenneis  >  I  know  thou  had  ft  rather  fee  fruit,  than 
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fire  upon  me. 
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The  Poem. 


IF  after  pains  and  patience,  you  can  fee  ■ 

Mo  hopes  of  fruit  (i)  down  goes  the  barren  tree : 
You  will  not  fuffer  trees  that  are  unfound. 

And  barren  too,  to  cumber  ufcful  ground, 

The  fatal  axis  (2)  laid  unto  the  root 
It’s  fit  for  fire,  when  unfit  for  fruit. 

But  though  this  be  a  dead,  ■  and  barren  tree  i  . 

Reader,  1  would  not  have  itfo  to  thee. 

May  it  to  thee  this  ferious  thought  fuggeft, 

In  all  the  Orchard  this  dead  tree’s  the  beft> 
Thinkonitfadly,  lay  it  clofc  to  heart  > 

This  is  the  cafe  in  which  thou  waft,  or  art, 
Iffothouwaft,  but  C3)  now doft  iive and  grow, 

And  bring  forth  fruit,  what  praife,  and  thanks  doft  ow 
To  that  wife  Husbandman  that  made  thee  fo ! 

O  think  when  juftice  lifted  up  its  hand. 

How  (4)  mercy  did  then  Interceding  ftand ! 

How  pity  did  on  thy  behalf  appear, 

To  beg  reprieval  for  another  year. 

Stop  Lord,  forbear  him  -,  all  hope  is  not  paftj 
He  can  but  be  for  fire  at  the  laft. 

Though  many  Sermons,  many  a  gracious  call 
He  hath  refifted  like  a  brazen  wall.  ; 

The  next  (5)  may  win  him,  then  thy  grace  (hall  railc 

Unto  it  felf  i  (6)  monument  of  praife. 

How  (hould  this  mcditition  thaw  and  melt 
The  heart  of  him  that  hath  fuch  mercy  felt* 


(i^Luke  15.7. 
(1)  Mat.  3.10. 


(gj  Eph.  i. 
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('4)Luke  tj.g* 


(O  Rom*  2*4* 
rOLukc 


But  if  thou  ftill  remain  a  barren  tree,  - 
Then  here  as  in  a  mirror  *,  thou  may  ft  fee. 

Thy  wretched  ftate,  when  juftice  at  a  blow. 
Reunites  Gods  patience  in  thine  overthrow* 

And  canft  thou  (7)  bear  it  ?  can  thy  heart  indure 
To  think  of  everlafting  burnings  fure 
This  muft  thy  lot,  thy  fearful  portion  be5 
If  thou  continue  ftill  a  barren  tree.  ^ 
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NOw  from  the  pleafant  Orchard  let  us  walk 

A  turn  i’th  fields,  and  there  converfe  and  talk 
With  Cows  and  Horfes,  they  can  teach  us  fome 
Choice  Leffons,  though  irrational  and  dumb# 

My  Reader’s  weary,  yet  I  do  not  fear  " 

To  be  forfaken  by  one  Reader  here. 

He’l  doubtlefs  ftay  to  hear  what  queftibns  I 

Propound  to  beafts,  and  how  they  make  reply* 

The  fatted  Ox,,  and  pamper’d  horfe  you  ride  > 

Their  carelefs  Mafter  for  his  care  thus  chide. 
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care  for  Horfe  and  Oxen  many  tak^ 
Than  for  their  Souls  and  dearejl  Childrens  Jak^. 


OBSERVATION. 


MAny  Husbandmen  are  exceffively  careful  about  their 
Cattel,  rifing  themfelvcs  early>  or  caufing  their  fer- 
vants  to  rife  betimes  and  to  provender  and  drcfs  them.  Much 
time  is  fpent  in  fome  Countreys,  in  trimming  and  adorning 
their  Horfes  with  curious  trappings  and  plumes  of  feathers  > 
ajnd  if  at  any  time  a  beaft  be  fick>  what  care  is  taken  to  reco¬ 
ver  and  heal  them  ?  you  will  be  fure  they  (hall  want  nothing 
that  is  necelTary  for  them »  yea,  mauy  will  chufe  rather  to 
want’ themfelvcs  >  than  fuffer'their  Horfes  fo  to  do  j  and  take 
a  great  deal  of  comfort  to  fee  them  thrive  and  profper  under 
their  hands. 


U 


Z' 


on  Jude 
par.  2.  p.  107, 


Hat  one  faid  of  bloody  who  (lew  fo  many 

children  at  Bethlehem^  That  it  were  better  to  be  his 
fwine,  than  his  Son,  may  be  truly  enough  applied  to  fome 
Parents  and  Maiters,  who  take  lefe  care  for  the  faving  the 
fouls  of  their  Children  and  fervants,  than  they  do  for  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  thofe  beads  which  daily  feed  at  their  halls  and  cribs. 
Jvlany  there  be  who  do  in  reference  to  their  fouls  ,  as  Jacob 
did>  with  refpe^  to  the  prefervation  of  their  bodies,  when  he 
put  all  the  herds  of  Cattle  before,  and  his  Wives  and  little 
ones  behind ,  as  he  went  to  meet  his  brother  Efan,  ’Tis  a 
weighty  faying  of  a  grave  Author  >  It^s  vile  ingratitude  to  re^ 
Joyce  vdoen  cattle  multiply^  and  repine  rrhen  Children  increafe  v 
it  is  heathenijh  difir  ufifulnefl  to  fear^that  he  rpho  provides  for  your 

beafis^ 


SOI 
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heaiifymll  not  frovide  for  your  Children  >  and  it's  no  left  than 
unnatural  cruelty  to  be  tareful  of  the  bodies  ofbeafls^andcarelejs 
of  the  fouls  of  children.  Let  us  but  a  little  compare  your  care 
and  diligence  in  both  refpeds,  and  fee  in  a  few  particulars, 
whether  you  do  indeed  value  your  own,  or  your  children  and 

^  fervants  fouls,  as  you  do  the  life  and  health  of  a  bead. 

‘  Your  care  for  your  very  Horfes  is  expreffed  early,  whilft 
they  are  but  Colts,  and  not  come  to  do  you  any  fervice  i  you 
are  willing  to  be  at  pains  and  coft,  to  have  them  broken  and 
!■  brought  to  their  way.  This  is  more  than  ever  many  of  them 
I  did  for  their  Children  »  they  can  fee  them  wild  and  profane, 

!  naturally  taking  a  ftroke  or  way  of  wickednefs,  but  yet  never 
were  at  any  coft  or  pains  to  break  them  >  thefe  muft  be  fon- 
;  del’d  and  cockered  up  in  the  natural  way  of  their  own  cor¬ 
ruption  and  wickednefs,  and  not  a  rod  or  reproof  ufed  to 
break  them  of  it. 

’Tis  obferved  of  the  that  they  put  out  their  chil-  p. 

dren  to  School  as  foon  as  they  could  (peak,  and  would  not  fee 
them  in  feven  years  after ,  left  their  indulgence  ftiould  do 
them  hurt. 

You  keep  your  conftant  fet  times,  morning  and  evening, 
to  feed,  water  and  drefs  your  cattle,  and  will  by  no  means  2* 
negled  it  once  i  but  how  many  times  have  you.neglea:ed 
morning  and  evening  duties  in  your  families  ?  yea,  how  ma¬ 
ny  be  there,  whofe  very  tables,  in  refpedof  any  worftiip 
God  hath  there,  do  very  little  differ  from  the  very  cribs  and 
mangers  at  which  their  Horfes  feed  ?  As  foon  as  you  are  up 
in  a  morning,  you  are  with  your  beafts  before  you  have  been . 
with  your  God  j  how  little  do  fuch  differ  from  beafts  \  and 
I  happy  were  it  if  they  were  no  more  accountable  to  God  jhan 

their  beafts  are  ?  . 

I  The  end  of  your  care,  coft  and  pains  about  ydur  cattle  is, 

>  i  that  they  may  be  ftrong  for  labour,  and  the  more  ferviceable  ^  • 

!  to  you  >  thus  you  comply  with  the  end  of  their  beings.  But 

I  how  rare  a  thing  is  it,  ~to  find  thefe  men  as  careful  to  fit  their 
pofterity  to  be  ufeful  and  ferviceable  to  God  in  their  gene- 
’  rations,  which  is  the  end  of  their  beings  ?  If  you  can  make 

^  '  them  rich,  and  provide  good  matches  for  them,  you  reckon 
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that  you  have  fully  difcharged  the  duty  of  parents  j  if  they 
will  learn  to  hold  the  Plow,  that  you  are  willing  to  teach 
them:  But  when  did 'you  fpend  an  hour  to  teach  them  the 
way  of  Salvation  ? 

Now  to  convince  fuch  carelefs  Parents  of  the  heinoufnefs 
of  their  hn,  let  thefe  four  Queries  be  fokmnly  confidered. 

Whether  this  be  a  fufficient  difeharge  of  that  great  duty 
['which  God  hath  laid  upon  Chriftian  Parents,  in  reference  to 
their  families  ?  that  God  hath  charged  them  with  the  fouls  of 
their  families  is  undeniable,  7.  Eph,  6.4.  If  God 

had  not  cloathed  you  with  his  authority,  to  command  them 
in  the  way  of  the  Lord*,  he  would  never  have  charged  them 
fo  llridfly  to  yield  you  obedience  as  he  hath  done,  ^pbef,  6,  i. 
Col,  3.  20.  Well,  a  great  trultisrepofed  in  you,  look  to  your 
duty,  for  without  difpute  you  (hall  anfwer  for  if. 

W  hether  it  be  likely,  if  the  time  of  youth  (  which  is  the 
nioulding  age  )  be  negleded,  they  will  be  wrought  upon  to 
any  good  afterwards?  Husbandmen,  let  me  put  a  fenlible. 
cafe  to  you  *,  do  you  not  fee  in  your  very  horfes,  that  whilft 
they  are  young,  you  can  bring  them  to  any  way  *,  .but  if  once 
they  have  got  a  falfe  Broke,  and  by  long  cuBom  it  be  grown 
natural  to  them,  then  there  is  no  breaking  them  of  it :  yea, 
you  fee  it  in  your  very  Orchards,  you  may  bring  a  tender 
twig  to  grow  in  what  form  you  pleafe,  but  when  it  is  grown 
to  a  Burdy  limb,  there  is  no  bending  it  afterwards  to  any 
other  form  than  what  it  naturally  took.  Thus  it  is  with 
children,  Trov,  22*6.  ‘Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  jhould go^ 
and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it. 

Whether,  if  you  negletB:  to  inBrud  them  in  the  way  of  the 
hQxd^  Satan^  and  their  own  natural  corruptions,  will 
Brud  them  in  the  way  to  hell?  Confidcr  this  ye  carelefs  Pa¬ 
rents if  you  will -not  teach  your  children,  the  Devil  will 
teach  thenu  if  you  Biew  them  not  how  to  pray,  hewillBiew 
them  how  to  curfe  and  fwear,  and  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
in  vain  s  ifyou  grudge  time  and  pains  about  their  fouls,  the 
Devil  doth  not.  Oh,  kis  a  fad  confideration,  that  fo  ,iiiany 
children  fliould  be.put  to  School  to  the  Devil  /  j  ,  :  > 

Whax  comfort  are  you  like  to  have  from  them  when  they 

are 
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are  old,  if  you  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion  of  the  Lord  when  they  are  young  ?  Many  Parents  have  i 

lived  to  reap  in  their  old  age,  the  fruit  of  their  own  folly  i 

and  carelefnefs,  in  the  loofe  and  vain  education  of  their  chil-  j 

dren.  By  Licurgus  his  Law,  no  Parent  was  to  be  relieved  by 
his  children  in  age,  if  he  gave  them  not  good  education  in  | 

their  youth  *,  and  it  is  a  Law  at  this  day  among  the  Switzers^  i 

that  if  any  child  be  condemned  to  die  for  a  capital  offence,  j 

the  Parents  of  that  child  are  to  be  his  executioners  i  thefe 
Laws  were  made  to  provoke  Parents  to  look  better  to  their 
charge.  Believe  this  to  be  an  undoubted  truth  >  That  that 
child  which  becomes  fthrough  thy  default)  an  inftrumenc  to 
difhonour  God,  (hall  prove  tooner  or  later,  a  fon  or  daughter 
of  forrow  to  thee. 

Pv  E  F  L  E  C'T  IONS, 


God  hath  found  out  my  fin  this  day.  This  hath  been  my 
practice  ever  fince  I  had  a  family  committed  to  rny 
charge  h  I  have  fpent  more  time  and  pains  about  the  bodies 
of  my  beafis,  then  the  fouls  of  my  children  >  beaftthatlam, 
for  fo  doing*,  little  have  I  confidered  the  precioufnefs  of  my 
own,  or  their  immortal  foulsi  How  careful  have  I  been,  to 
provide  fodder  to  preferve  my  cattle  in  the  Winter,  whilfl:  I 
leave  my  own,  and  their  fouls  to  perifh  to  eternity,  and  make 
no  provifion  for  them  ?  Surely  my  children  will  one  day , 
curfe  the  time  that  ever  they  were  born  unto  fuch  a  cruel  fa-  > 
,thcr,  or  of  fuch  a  mercilefs  mother.  Should  1  bring  horne  the 
plague  into  my  family,  and  live  to  fee  all  my  poor  Children 
lye  dead  by  the  walls,  if  I  had  not  the  heart  of  a  Tyger,  fuch 
a  light  would  melt  my  heart  i  and  yet,  the  death  of  their 
fouls  by  the  fin  which  I  propagated  to  them  affeds  me  not  ! 
Ah,  that  I  could  fay,  I  had  done  but  as  rnuch  for  them ,  as.I 

have  done  for  a  beaft  that  perifheth  ! 

But  unhappy  wretch  that  I  am  ,  God  caft  a  better  lot  for 
me,  I  am  the  off-fpring  of  religious  and  tender  Parents, 
who  have  always  deeply  concerned  themfelves  in  the  ever- 
lafting  hate  of  my  foul  j  many  prayers  and  tears  have  they 
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poured  out  to  for  me,  both  in  my  hearing  as  well  as  in  fe- 
cret  s  many  holy  and  wholfom  counfels  have  they  from  time 
to  time  dropt  upon  me  > many  precious  examples  have  they  fet 
in  their  own  practice  before  me  j  many  a  time  when  1  have  ' 
finned  againft  the  Lord,  have  they  flood  over  me  with  a  rod 
in  their  hands,  and  tears  in  their  eyes,  ufing  all  means  to  re¬ 
claim  me  i  but  like  an  ungracious  wretch  1  have  flighted  all 
their  counfels,  grieved  their  hearts,  and  imbittered  their  lives 
to  them,  by  my  finful  courfes.  Ah,  my  foul  1  thou  art  a  de¬ 
generate  Plant  >  better  will  it  be  with  the  off  fpring  of  infi¬ 
dels,  than  with  thee,  if  repentance  prevent  not  i  now  I  live 
in  one  family  with  them,  but  fhortly  I  (hall  be  feparated  from 
them ,  as  far  as  heaven  is  from  hell  >  they  now  tenderly  pity 
my  mifery,  but  then  they  (ha^  1  approve  and  applaud  the  righ¬ 
teous  fentence  of  Chrifl  upon  me;  So  little  privikdge  (ball 

I  then  have  from  my  relation  to  them,  that  they  fhall  be  pro¬ 
duced  as  witneffes  againflme,  and  all  their  rejected  coun¬ 
fels,  reproofs,  and  examples,  charged  home  upon  me,  as  the 
aggravations  of  my  wickcdnefs  i  and  better  it  will  be,  when 
it  fliall  come  to  that ,  that  1  had  been  brought  forth  by  a 

beafl,  than  fprang  from  the  loyns  of  fuch  Parents* 

.  *» 

The  Pom. 

t. 

^  Our  cattle  in  fat  paftures  thrive  and  grow, 

1  There’s  nothing  wanting  j  that  fhould  make  them  fo. 
The  pamper’d  Horfe  commends  his  Mafters  (i)  care, 
who  neither  pains,  orcofl,  doth  grudge  or  (2)  fpare. 

But  art  not  thou  mean  while,  the  veriefl  fool  *> 

1  That  pamper’d  beafts,  and  flarv’ils  thy  precious  foul  ? 

’Twere  well,  if  you  could  (3)  dye,  as  now  you  live 

Like  beads,  and  had  no  more  account  to  give, 

0  that  thefe  lines  your  folly  might  deted  ! 

Who  both  your  own  and  childrens  fouls  neglcd* 

To 
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To  care  for  beafts.  O  man,  prepare  to  hear 
The  dokfurft  language  that  eke  pierc’d  thine  ear  ! 

When  your  children  once  in  helKhall  meet, 

And  with  fuch  language  their  damn’d  Parents  greet,. 

O  curfed  father,  wretched  mother,  why 
“  Was  I  your  off^fpring  ?  would  to  God  that  I 
Had  fprung  from  Tygers,  who  more  C4)  tenderbe 
Unto  their  young,  than  you  have  been  to  me. 

How  did  you  fpend  your  thoughts,  time,  care  and  cofi: 
Aoout  my  body  whilll  my  foul  was  (5)  loft. 

Did  you  not  know  1  had  a  foul  that  mult 
“Live  (6)  when  this  body  was  dilTolv'd  to  duft  ? 

“  You  could  not  chufe  but  underftand  if  I,'  - 

“  Without  an  intereft  in  Chrift  did  dye, 

“  It  needs  muft  ('j)  come  to  this  >  O  how  could  you 
Prove  fo  remorflefs ,  and  no  pity  (hew  ! 

“  O  cruel  parents !  I  may  curfe  the  day  ^  ^ 

That  I  was  born  of  fuch  as  did  betray. 

“  Their  Child  to  endlefs  torments.  Now  muft  I 
“  With,  arid  through  you,  in  flames  for  ever  lie. 

Let  this  make  every  Parent  tremble,  left 
He  lofe  his  child,  whilft  caring  for  his  beaft. 

Or  left  his  own  poor  foul  do  ftarve  and  pine 

Whilft  he  takes  thoughts  for  Horfes,  Sheep  and  kine. 


CHAP.  XX. 

When  under  loads  your  beafis  do  groan think,  then 
Horo  great  a  mercy  'tis  that  yon  are  men. 


(4jNah.  2.11, 
Lam.  4,  g, 

(  $^Mar.i5.2d. 

('3)Egc1.  5.21. 
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OBSERVATION. 

Houghfbmemen  be  exceffively  careful  and  tender  over 
their  beafts  (as  was  noted. in  the  former  Chapter  >  yet 

others 


Upon  the  hard 
labour  and 
cruel  u(age  of 
beafts. 


Husbandry  Jpiritualiz^ed ;  Or, 

Others  are  cruel  and  mercilefs  towards  them,  not  regarding 
how  they  ride  or  burden  them'..  How  often  have  I  feen  them 
fainting  under  their  loads  ?  wrought  off  their  legs ,  and 
turned  out  with  galled  backs  into  the  fields,  or  high-wayes, 
to  (hift  for  a  little  gr^fs  ?  many  times  have  I  heard  and  pitied  . 
them,  groaning  under  unreafonable  burdens,  and  beaten  on 
'  by  mercilefs  drivers,*  till  at  laft  by  fuch  cruel  ufage  they  have 
been  deftroyed,  and  then  caft  into  a  ditch  for  dogs  meat  / 

• 

application. 

SUeh  fights  as  thefe  (hould  make  men  thankfal  for  the 
mercy  of  their  Creation,  and  blefs  their  bountiful  Crea¬ 
tor  ,  that  they  were  not  made  fuch  creatures  themlelves. 
Some  beads  are  made  efttWy  only  for  food,  being  no  other- 
wile  ufeful  to  man,  as  fmne,  &c.  thefe  are  only  fed  for  ilaugh- 
ter,  we  kill  and  eat  them  ,  and  regard  not  their  cries  and 
!  ilruglings  when  the  knife  is  thruft  to  their  very  hearts  i  others 
'  ATc  oxi\y  itd  upiPty  for  fervice,  whilft  living,  but  unprofitable 
!’ when  dead  i  as  Morfesj  thele  we  make  to  drudge  and  toil  for 
!  us  from  day  today,  but  kill  them  nof,  others  are  both  ad 
&ufHmy  for  food  when  dead,  and  fervice  whilft  alive, 
as  the  thefe  we  make  to  plow  our  fields,  draw  our  carri¬ 
ages,  and  afterwards  prepare  them  for  llaughter. 

But  man  was  made  fpr  nobler  ends,  created  Lord  of  the 
lower  world  >  nottoferve>  but  tobefcrf'Cd  by  other  crea-  , 
tures  5  a  mercy  able  to  melt  the  hardeft  heart  into  thankful-  . 
nefs.  I  remember,  Luther  preffing  men  to  be  tbanklul,  that  ' 
they  are  not  brought  into  the  loweft  condition  of  creatures, 
and  10  blefs  God  that  they  can  fee  any  creature  below  them- 
felves,  gives  us  a  famous  inftance  in  the  following  ftory: 
Two  Cardinals  (faith  he)  riding  in  a  great  deal  of  pomp  to 
the  Council  of  Conftance^  by  the  way  they  heard  a  man  in  the 
fields,  weepingand  wailing  bitterly,  they  rode  to  him,  and 
asked  what  he  ailed  ?  perceiving  his  eye  intently  fixed  upon 
an  ugly  toad,  he  told  them  that  his  heart  was  melted  with  the 

confideration  of  this  mercy,  that  God  had  not  made  him  fuch 
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a  defo.rped  ar^d  loath/^jli]  creaturcj  though  he  were  formed 
out  of  the  fame  clay  with  it ;  Hoc  eli.  qttod  amare  fleo^  faid  he, 
This  is  that)  that  makcs'me  weep  bitterly.  Whereupon  one 
of  the  Cardinals  cryes  out,  Well  faid  the  Father,  the  unlear¬ 
ned  will  rife  and  take  heaven,  when  we  with  all  our  learning 
fhall  be  thruft  into' hell.  That  which' melted  the  heart  of 
this  poor  man,  hiould  mtlt  every  heart  when  vve  behold  the 
mifery  to  which  ;hefe  poor  creatures  are  fahjeded,  and  this 
will  appear  a  mercy  of  no  flight  confideration  ,  if  we  but 
draw  a  comparifbn  betwixt  our  (elves,  and  thefe  irrational 
creatures,  in  thefe  three  particulars, 

Though  they  and  we  were  made  of  the  fame  mould  and 
clay,  yet  iiow  rpuch  better  hath  God  dealt  with  us ,  even  as 
to  the  outward  man  ?  the  (iructure^of  our  bodies ’is  much 
more  excellent*  God  made  other  creatures  by  a  word  of 
command,  but  man  by  counfel  j  it  was  not  be  Thou,  but  let 
Us  make  man.  We  might  have  been  made  flones  without 
fence,  or  beafls  wuhout  reafon,  but  we  were  made  men.  The 
noble  flrudfure  and  fymmetry  of  our  bodies  invites  our  (buls, 
not  only  to  than-kiulnefs,  but  admiration.  fpeaking  p( 
the  curious  frame  ot  the  body,  faith,  lam  tvonderjully  made^ 
PfaL  13^.14,  or  as  he  vulgar  reads  it,  painted  as  with  *a 
needle )  like  fome  rich  piece  of  needle- work  curioufly  em- 
broydered  with  nerves  and  veins.  Was  any  part  of  the  com¬ 
mon  lump  ot  clay  thus  fafliioned  ?  Galen  gave  Epienruf  an 
hundred  years  time  to  imagine  a  more  commodious  lituation, 
configuration,  or  compolition  of  any  one  part  of  a  humane 
body  j  and  ( as  one  faith  )  if  all  the  Angels  in  heaven  had 
fludied  to  this  day,  they  could  not  have  call  the  body  of  man 
into  a  more  curious  mould. 

How  little  eafe  or  reft  have  they  ^  they  live  not  many, 
years,  and  thofe  they  do  is  in  bondage  and  mifery,  groaning 
under  the  effedts  of  (in  i  but  God  provided  better  for 
us  >  even  as  to  our  outward  condition  in  this  world  )  we  have 
the  more  reft  ,  becaufe  they  have  fo  little.  How  many  re-  | 
frefliments  and  comforts  hath  God  provided  for  us,  of  which  I 
they  are  uneapable?.  if  we  be  weary  with  labour, we  can  take 
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our  reft  i  but  frelh  or  weary»  they  muft  ftand  to  it,  or  fink 
under  it  from  day  to  day.  -  ' 

What  a  narrow  capacity  hath  God  given  to  beafts !  what 
a  large  capacity  to  man  !  Alas !  they  are  only  capable  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  fenfitive  pleafure  >  as  you  (hall  fee  fometimes,  how  they 
will  frisk  in  a  green  pafture  ,  this  is  all  they  be  capable  of, 
and  this  death  puts  an  end  to  j  but  how  comprehenfive  are 
our  fouls  in  their  capacities  ?  we  are  made  in  the  image  of 
God  >  w^e  can  look  beyond  prefent  things,  and  are  capable  of 
the  higheft  happinefs ,  and  that  to  all  eternity  9  the  foul  of  a 
beaft  is  but  a  material  form,  which  wholly  depending  upon, 
moft  needs  dye  with  the  body  j  but  our  fouls  are  a  divine 
fpark  or  blaft  j  and  when  the  body  dyes  i  it  dyes  not  with  it, 
but  fubfifts  even  in  its  feparatcd  ftate. 


REFLECTIONS. 


HOw  great  a  Gn  is  ingratitude  to  God  ,  for  fuch  a  com¬ 
mon  ,  but  choice  mercy  of  creation*  and  provilion 
for  mein  this  world  ?  There  is  no  creature  made  worfe  by 
kindnefs,  but  man.  There  is  a  kind  of  gratitude  which  I  may 
obferve  even  in  thefe  bruit  beafts  *  they  do  in  their  way  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  benefadlors*  Ihe  Oxkd^owes  his  owner ^  and 
the  JJs  his  Mafiers  Crib,  How  ready  are  they  to  ferve  fuch 
as  feed  and  cherifh  them  ?  but  I  have  been  both  unthankful 
and  unfcrviceable  to  my  Creator  and  Benefatflor ,  that  hath 
done  me  good  all  my  dayes  >  thofe  poor  creatures  that  fweat 
and  groan  under  the  loads  that  I  lay  upon  them,  never  finned 
againft  God,  nor  trangrefted  the  Laws  of  their  Creation  as 
I  have  done  *  and  yet  God  hath  dealt  better  with  me  than 
with  them.  Oh  that  the  bounty  of  God,  and  his  diftinguifh- 
ing  mercy  between  me  and  the  beafts  that  pcrifti, might  move 
and  melt  my  heart  into  thankfulnefs  !  O  that  I  might  confi- 
der  ferioufly  what  the  higher  and  more  excellent  end  of  my 
Creation  is,  and  might  more  endeavor  to  anfwer  and  live 
up  to  it  /  Or  elfe  (  O  my  foul )  it  will  be  worfe  with  thee 
than  with  the  beafts .  ’Tis  true  they  are  under  bondage  and 
mifery  *,  but  it  is  but  for  a  little  time,  death  will  end  all 

their 
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their  pains,  and  eafe  them  of  all  thdr  heavy  loads  i  but  I 
(hall  groan  to  all  eternity,  under  a  heavier  burden  than  ever 
they  felti  they  have  no  account  to  give,  but  fo  have  I.  What 
comfort  is  it  that  I  have  a  larger  capacity  than  a  bead  hath  ? 
that  God  hath  endowed  me  with  reafon,  which  is  denied  to 
them  ?  Alafs  1  this  will  but  augment  my  mifery,  and  enlarge 
me  to  take  in  a  greater  meafure  of  anguifh. 

But  how  many  (leps  (O  my  foul)  mayeft  thou  afccnd  in  the 
praifes  of  thy  God,  when  thou  confidereft  the  mercies  that 
God  hath  beftowed  upon  thee !  not  only  in  that  he  made 
thee,  not  a  tionc  or  tree  without  fenfe,  or  an  horfe ,  or  dog 
without  reafon  V  but  that  thou  art  not  an  infidel  without 
light,  or  an  unregenerate  perfon  without  grace.  What!  to 
have  fenfe,  and  all  the  delights  of  if,  which  ftones  have  not  \ 
reafon,  with  the  more  high  and  noble  pleafures  of  it,  which 
beads  have  not  >  the  light  and  knowledge  of  the  great  things 
of  the  Gofpel,  whith  the  heathens  have  not  >  and  fuch  an 
expedlation  and  hope  of  unconceivable  glory  and  felicity, 
which  the  unfandfified  have  not.  O  my  foul  I  how  rich !  how 
bountiful  hath  thy  God  been  to  thee !  thefe  are  the  overflow¬ 
ings  of  his  love  to  thee,  who  waft  moulded  out  of  the  fame 
lump  with  the  heajis.^  that  groan  on  earth,  yea  with  the  dam¬ 
ned  that  howl  hell  in  >  well  may  I  fay,  that  God  hath  been  a 
good  God  to  tne. 


The  Poem, 

t  4 

Hen  I  behold  a  tyred  Jade  put  on 

With  whip  and  fpur  till  all  his  fle(h  be  gone.  '  I 

See  ftreams  of  fweat  run  down  his  bleeding  fides. 

How  little  mercy'^s  (hewn  by  him  that  rides. 

If  I  more  thanklefs  to  my  God  don^t  prove, 

Than  fuch  a  Eider's  mcrcilefs,  'twill  move  | 

My  foul  to  praife,  for  who  fees  this,  andean 
But  blefs  the  Lord,  that  he  was  made  a  man. 

Ee  An4\ 
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rnd  fuch  a  fight  the  Rider  ought  to  move, 

'his  Meditation  duly  to  improve. 
what  hath  this  creature  done,  that  he  (hould  be 
Thus  beaten,  wounded  and  tir  d  out  by  me  ? 

He  is  my  fellow  creature,  ’tis  meer  grace  > 

1  had  not  been  in  his,  he  in  my  cafe.  ^  . 

Ungrateful,  fiupid  man  >  God  might  have  made 
Me  bear  the  faddle,  as  1  fee  this  Jade. 

He  never  fin’d;  but  for  my  fin  doth  lye 
Subjedied  unto  all  this  mifery. 

Lord,  make  my  heart  relent  >  that  1  (hould  be 
j  To  thee  more  ufelefs  than  my  Horfe  to  me. 

He  did  his  utmofi,  went  as  long  as  ever 
His  legs  could  bear  him,  but  tor  me  I  never  . 
Thus  fpent  my  firength  for  God  ?  but  oft  have  bin 
Too  prodigal  thereof,  in  ways  of  fin  » 

Though  he’s  the  horfe  and  I  the  man  ’twill  be 
Far  better  with  my  horfe,  one  day  than  me: 
Unlefs  thy  grace  prevent,  and  fuper-add 
,  A  new  Creation  s  unto  that  I  had. 

Could  every  Rider  fix  a  feiious  thought 
On  fuch  a  fubjedl,  and  hereby  be  taught 
To  fpiritualiie  it,  and  improve  it  thus  i 
How  fweet  would  tedious  journeys  be  to  us  ? 

But  fuch  a  task,  a  gracelefs  heart  dogs  out 
More  than  the  tired  horfe,  1  write  about. 


CHAP.  III. 


Whe?i  feek^ng  your  loft  Cattle^  keep  in  mind 


That  thus  Chri(i  Jejusfeekf^  your  fouls  to  find. 


OBSERVATION 


•  I 


WHen  Cattle  are  ftrayed  away  from  your  fields,  yj)u 
ufe  all  care  and  diligence  to  recover  them 


I 

I 
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tracing  their  fooMl^ps,  crying  them  in  Market-Towns,  fend¬ 
ing  your  fervants  abroad,  and  inquiring  your  felves  of  all 
that  you  think  can  give  news  of  them.  W  hat  care  and  pains 
men  will  take  in  fuch  cafes,  was  exemplihed  in  Saul^  i  Sam, 
p.  4,  5.  who  with  his  fervant  pafTed  through  Mount  Ephraim, 
to  feek  the  AfTes  that  were  ftrayed  from  his  father ,  and 
through  the  Land  of  ShJiJha,  and  through  the  Land  of  Sha- 
linjy  and  they  were  not  there,  and  through  the  Land  of  the 
Benjamitesy  but  found  them  not. 

application. 

THe  care  and  pains  you  take  to  recover  your  loft  cattel, 
carries  a  fweet  and  lively  reprefentation  of  the  love  of 
Jefuj  Chrifly  in  the  recovery  of  Ibft  finners.  Chriji 

came  on  purpofe  from  heaven  upon  a  like  errand,  to  feek  and 
to  fave  that  which  was  loft,  Mat.  18. 1 1.  There  are  feveral 
particulars  in  which  this  glorious  deftgn  of  Chrift,  in  feeking 
and  faving  loft  man,  and  the  care  and  pains  of  Husbandmen 
in  recovering  their  loft  cattlcjdo  meet  and  touch,  though  there 
be  as  many  particulars  alfo  in  which  they  differ all  which  I 

(hall  open  under  the  following  heads. 

We  fometimes  find  that  cattle  will  break  out  of  thofe  very 
fields  where  they  have  been  bred,  and  where  they  want  no¬ 
thing  that  is  needful  for  them.  Juft  thus,  loft  man  departed 
from  his  God,  brake  out  of  that  pleafant  enclofure  where  he 
was  abundantly  provided  for,  both  as  to  foul  and  body  y  yet 
then  he  brake  over  the  hedge  of  the  command,  and  went  a* 
ftray,  Ecclef.  7,2p.  Lo  this  only  have  I  foundy  that  God  made 
man  upright y  but  he  fought  out  to  himfelf  many  inventions.  He 
was  not  content  and  fatisfied  with  that  blefled  ftate  God  had 
put  him  into,  but  would  be  trying  new  conclufions  to  the 
lofs  and  ruin,  both  of  himfelf  and  his  pofterity.  ^ 

Strayers  are  evermore  fufferers  for  |,t>  all  they  get  by  it, 
is  to  be  pinned  and  pounded  *,  and  what  did  man  get 
parting  from  his  God,  but  ruin  and  mifery  to  foul  and  bo  y  . 
Will  you, have  an  abbreviate  of  his  fufferings  and  lofles  ?  (the 

full  account  none  can  give  you)  why,  by  ftray ing  from  his 
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God,  he  loft  the  lei^itude  and  holinefs  of  his  nature?  (like 
a  true  ftrayer  )  he  is  all  dirty  and  miry,  overfpread  and  be- 
fmeared  both  in  foul  and  body,  with  the  odious  hlthinefsof 
lln?  he  loft  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  his  will  to  good  i  a  | 
precious  jewel  of  ineftimable  value ;  this  is  a  real  mifery  in-  ; 
curr’d  by  the  fall ,  though  fome  have  fo  far  loft  their  under- 
ftandings  and  humility,  as  not  to  own  it  ?  he  hath  loft  his  j 
God,  his  foul,  his  happinefs,  and  his  very  bowels  of  compaftfi-  1 
on  towards  himfelf  in  this  miferable  ftatc. 

When  your  Cattle  are  ftrayed,  yea,  though  it  be  but  one  of 
the  flock,  or  herd,  you  leave  all  the  reft,  and  go  after  that 
which  is  loft:  So  did  Jejus  Chrift^  who  in  the  fore-cited 
place?  hht.  18.12.  compares  himfelf  to  fuch  a  Shepherd  s 
he  left  heaven  it  felf ,  and  all  the  blefted  Angels  there,  to 
come  into  this  world  to  feek  loft  man.  O  the  precious  efteem, 
and  dear  love  that  Chrift  had  to  poor  man  /  How  did  his 
bowels  yearn  towards  us  in  our  loft  ftate  !  How  did  he  pity  ' 
us  in  our  mifery  !  As  if  he  had  faid,  poor  creatures,  they 
have  loft  themfelves,  and  are  become  a  prey  to  the  devil?  in 
a  periihiing  ftate  ?  I  will  feek  after  them  and  fave  them.  The 
Son  of  man  is  come  to  feek  and  to  fave. 

You  are  glad  when  you  have  found  your  ftrayersi  much 
more  is  Chrift,  when  he  hath  found  a  loft  foul.  O  ’tis  a  great 
fatisfadfion  to  him  to  fee  the  fruit  of  the  travel  of  his  foul, 
Ifa.  53 .  th^re  is  more  joy  in  heaven  over  one  [inner  that  re- 
penteih^  than  ninety  nine  jtift  p^rfins  that  need  no  repentance. 
What  demonftrations  of  joy  and  gladnefs  did  the  father  of 
!  the  Prodigal  give ,  when  he  found  his  Son  that  was  loft, 
Luk^  15.20. 

When  you  have  brought  home  your  ftrayers,  you  fome- 
^times  cbg  them,  toprevent  their  wandring  again,  and  flop 
up  the  gaps  with  thorns  ?  and  fo  doth  God  oftentimes  by  (uch 
fouls  as  are  recovered  and  brought  home  to  Chrift-,  he  hangs 
a  clog  of  afflidionto  prevent  their  departure  from  God  again, 


2  Ccsr,  12.7. 

But  then  there  arc  five  particulars. in  which  Chrift  feeking 
loft  fouls,  and  your  feeking  loft  cattle  differ.  / 

Your  cattle  fometimes  find  the  v^^ay  home  themfelves,.  and 
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return  to  you  of  their  own  accord  i  but  loft  man  never  di'h 
nor  can  do  fo*,  he  was  his  own  deftroyer,  but  can  never  be 
his  own  Saviour  v  it  was  impoftible  for  him  to  have  loft  his 
God,  but  having  once  loft  him,  can  never  find  him  again  of 
him4lf.  Alas!  his  heart  is  bent  to  back-lliding,  he  hath  no 
will  to  return.  Hear  how  Chrift  complains,  Job,  5. 40.  Te 
mil  not  come  mto  me.  Mans  recovery  begins  in  God,  not  in 

himfelf. 

Your  fervants  can  find,  and  bring  back  your  loft  cattle  as 
well  as  you  •>  but  fo  cannot  Chrifts  fervants.  Minifkrs  may 
difcover^  but  cannot  recorder  them  >  they  daily/ee,  but  cannot 
five  them  >  lament  them  they  can,  but  help  them  they  cannor, 
intreat  and  beg  them  to  return  they  can  and  do,  but  prevail 
with  them  they  cannot.  Melandhon  thought  when  he  began 
to  .preach,  to  perfwad.e  all  i  but  old  Adam  was  too  hard  for 
young  Melandhon. 

’  You  feek  all  the  cattle  that  are  ftrayed  from  you,,  efpecially 
the  beft  ^  but  Jefns  Cbriji  only  feeks  poor  loft  man.  There 
were  other  creatures,  and  fuch  as  by  nature  were  more  ex¬ 
cellent,  that  loft  their  God  and  themfelves  *,  I  mean  ,  the 
Apojiate  Angels  \  but  he  came  not  to  feek  them :  Herein  his 
fingular  love  to  man  appears. 

when  you  have  recoverd  and  brought  home  yOur  loft 
cattle,  you  may  lofe  them  the  f^^nd  time,  and  never  recover 
them  again  but  fo  cannot  ChrUh,  -Man  once  recovered,  is* 
for  ever  fecured  by  him.  me  I  havei 

kept^  andnotone  ofthem  is  J(^(y  btit  thefon  of  perdition  ^  and 
he  was  never  favingly  found,  Job,  ij.  12.  ^  . 

Though  you  prize  your  cattle^  yetj.you  will  not  venture 
your  life  for  the  recovery  oTthem  f  ra^r  let  them  go  than 
regain  them  with  fuch  an  hazardf  j  but.jfe/«r  Cbriji,  not  only 
ventured  but  ad ually  laid  down  his  life  to  recover^, and  fave 
loft  man  :  He  redeemed  them  at  the  price  of  his  own  blood  > 
he  is  that  good  Shepherd  that  laid  down  his  life  for  the  Sheep.. 
0  the  furpathng  love  of  Chrift  ^to  loft  fouls  /. 

.  *  *  *  * 
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LOrd,  I  am  a  loft  creature,  an  undone  foul  >  and  herein 
lies  my  mifery,  that  I  have  not  only  loft  my  God,  but 
have  no  heart  to  return  to  him  !  Nay,  1  fly  from  Chrift,  who 
is  come  on  purpofe  ffom  heaven  to  feek  and  to  fave  me  >  his 
.  MeflTengers  are  abroad  feeking  for  fuch  as  I  am,  but  I  avoid 
them,  or  at  leaft  refufe  to  obey  their  call  and  perfwaftons  to 
return.  Ah,  what  a  miferable  ftate  am  I  in !  every  ftep  I  go 
is  a  ftep  towards  hell  >  my  foul,  with  the  Prodigal  is  ready 
to  perifti  in  a  ftrange  Countrey  !  but  I  have  no  mind  with 
him  to  return  home  \  wretched  foul,  what  will  the  end  of 
this  be  ?  If  God  have  loft  thee,  the  Devil  hath  found  thee  ^ 
he  takes  up  all  ftrayers  from  God :  yea,  death,  and  hell  will 
(hortly  find  thee,  if  Chrift  do  not  >  and  then  thy  recovery 
C  O  my  foul !  )  will  be  impoffible.  Why  fit  I  here  perifhing 
and  dying  ?  I  am  not  yet  as  irrecoverably  loft  as  the  damned 
are.  O  let  me  delay  no  longer,  left  I  be  loft  for  ever  / 

O  my  foul  \  for  ever  blcfs  and  admire  the  love  of  Jefus 
Chrift y  who  came  from  heaven  to  feek  and  fave ,  fuch  a  loft 
foul  as  I  was.  Lord,  how  marvellous,  and  matchlefs  is  thy 
love  ?  I  was  loft  and  am  found.  I  am  found  and  did  not  feek » 
nay,  I  am  found  by  him  from  whom  I  fled.  Thy  love,  O 
my'  Saviour /.was  a  prevennng  love,  a  wonderful  love  j 
thoulovedft  me  much  more  than  I  loved  my  felfj  I  was  cru¬ 
el  to  my  own  foul,  but  thou  waft  kind  ?  thou  foughteft  for 
me,  a  loft  finner,  and  not  for  loft  Angels  >  thy  hand  of  grace 
caught  hold  of  me  and  hath  let  gothbufands,  and  ten  thou- 
fandSj,  as  good  as  ifly  felf  by  nature.  Like  another  David^ 
thou  didft  refeue  my  pbor  ‘^loft  foul  out  of  the  mouth  of^he 
deftroybrs  yea,  mOre  than  foi  thou  didft  loofe  thine  owii  life 
to  find  mine :  And  now,  .dear  ,  fince  I  am  thus  marvel- 
ioufly  recovered,  (hall  I  ever  ftraggle  again  from  thee  ?  O, 
let  it  for  ever  be  a  warning  to  me,  how  I  turn  afidc  into  by¬ 
paths  of  fin  any  more  I 
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The  Poem. 

\T\J  cattle  from  your  fields  ar  gone  afiray, 

V  V  and  you  to  feek  them  through  the  Country  ride  j 
Enquiring  for  them  all  along  the  way  > 
tracking  their  foot-fieps,  where  they  “turn’d  afide. 

I  Sam.  9.4)  5- 

One  fervant  this  way  fent,  another  that; 

fearching  the  fields  and  Countrey  round  about:  . 

This  meditation  now  falls  info  pat  >  ,  .  .  ^ 

as  if  God  fent  it  to  enquire  you  out. 

« 

My  beads  are  lod,  and  fo  am  fi)  I  by  fin  ; 

my  wretchedToul  from  God  thus  wandring  went. 

And  I  feek  them,  fo  was  (2)  I  fought  by  him  ^  t 

Vvho  from  the  (3)  fathers  bofom  forth  was  fent. 

{'i)Luk.i$.32. 

(3^  job.  1. 18. 

Purfu’d  by  Sermons,  follow’d  clofe  by  grace ; 

and  firong  convictions  Chrifi:  hath  fought  for  me. 

Yea  though  1(4)  (hun  him  ftill  he  gives  me  chafe, 
as  if  reiolv’d  I  fhoiild  not  damned  be..  : 

t 

(4)  Job.  5.40. 

1, 

When  1 5 )  Angds  loft  themfelves  if  was  not  fo>  i  ’  ;  ' 

God  did  not  feek,  or  once  for  them  enquire  > 

But  faid,  let  the  A poft ate  creatures  go, 

I’le  plague  them  for  (6 )  it  with  eternal  fire. 

*  *  ■  V 

1 

} 

($)Hcb.  2. 16. 

(6)  ]ude  6, 

Lord  what  am  (7)  I,  that  thou  (hould ft  fet  thine  eyes  ’ 
and  ftill  look  after  fuch  a  wretch  as  I  ?  >  ^  ’ 

W^hoie  matchlefs  mercy,  and  rich  grace  (8)  defpife, 
as  if  in  fpight  thereof  refolv’d  to  die. 

.('7)  iCor.i.27 

r8;Pfal.fi8.i8 

Why  fnould  l  (hun  thee,  bkifed  Saviour,  why  ='  ’  "  ^ 

,  (hould  I  avoid  thee  thus  thou  doft  not  chafe  *  • ' 

My  foul  to  (p)  flay  it;  O  that  ever  I  .  j..;  .  .r  >  ■' 

(hould  fly  a  Saviour  that’s  fo  full  of  Grace  ! 

1  Long 

(9)Uk.  9,  55. 

Long  haft  thou  fought  m?.  Lord,  I  now  return  > 
O  let  thy  bowels  of  compaftion  found, 

For  my  departure,  I  fincerely  mourn  > 

and  let  this  day,  thy  wandring  (beep  be  found. 


c  H  A  p.  rv. 


upon  the 
feeding  of  fat 
Cattle. 


Fat  beajlsjOH  h^ll^  the  lean  yon  ufe  to  fave: 
God*s  difpenjatlonsj  fome  fnch  meaning  have. 


N 

OBSERVATION. 


IT  is  a  good  Obfervation  of  a  Father,  and  well  applied*, 
Vituli  triturantes  quotidie  Ugantur^  vituli  madandt  quoti-  i 
die  in  pafcnis  liber erelinquntur.  Oxen  for  ufe  are  daily  yoak-  j 
ed  and  kept  (horr,  whilft  thofe  that  are  deCgned  for  the  (ham- 
bles,  are  let  loofe  In  green  paftures ,  to  feed  at  pleafure. 
Store  beafts  fare  hard,  and  are  kept  lean  and  low  i  feeding 
ibeafts  are  excufed  from  the  yoke,  whilft  others  are  laboured 
and  wrought  hard  every  day  ,  the  one  hath  more  than  he  can . 
eat,  the  other  would  eat  more  if  he  had  it.  - 

I  ,  "  ■  .i  -  ' I  ' "  ■*  >  '  ^ 

APPLICATION. 


THus  deals  the  Lord  oft-times  with  his  own  eled,  whom 
he  defigns  for  glory  i  and  with  the  wicked,  who  are 
preparing  for  the  day  of  wrathJ  Thus  are  they  filled  with 
earthly profperity,  and  creature-enjoyments,  like  refty  and 
wanton  beafts  turned  out  at  liberty  in  afatpafture,  whilft 
poor  Saints^re  kept  hard  and  fhort,  Amos  1,4.  Hear  this 
n>ord  ye  k^ine  of  Bafhan,  that' are  in  the  mountains  0/^ Samaria, 
which  opprefs  the  poor^and  crujh  the  needy,  Thefe  Metaphorical 
kine  are  the  prosperous  opprefTofs  of  the  world,  full  fed,  and 
wanton  wicked  inen.  ?Tis  true,  heaven  hath  not  all  the  poor. 
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nor  hell  all  the  rich  but  it  is  a  very  common  difpenfation  of 
providence  to  beftow  moft  of  the  things  of  this  world  upon 
them  that  have  no  portfon  in  heaven  \  and  to  keep  them 
ihort  on  earth,  for  whom  that  kingdom  is  provided.  Let  me 
draw  forth  the  fimilitude  in  a  few  particulars. 

The  beads  of  llaughter  have  the  fatteft  pafturesi  fo  .have; 
'the  ungodly  in  the  world*,  their  eyer  jiand  out 
they  hizve  mere  thitit  heart  could rpi{h.y  Pfal.  73*7*  their  hearts 
are  as  fat  as  greafe^  Pfal.  up.  70.  "I’hefe  be  they  that  fleet, 
off  the  cream  of  earthly  enjoyments,  whoje  helltes  are  jiued 
rvith  hidden  treafures,  Pfal.  17.  H-  "  given  ,  into 

thehandofthemkk,ed,]oh.p.2e^.  O,  what  full  eft  ates?  what 
an  affluence  of  earthly  delights  hath  God  caftiu  upon  forne 
wicked  men  ?  there’s  much  tvantennefs,  but  no  want  in  their 
dwelling?: Some  that  now  know  not  which  way  to  turn  them- 
felves  in  hell,  once  knew  not  where  to  beftow  their  goods  on 

Feeding  beafts  grow  wanton  in  their  full  paftures  V  therej 

you  (hall  fee  them  tumble  and  frisk,  and  kick  up  their  heels. 
The  fame  effetft  hath  the  profperity  of  the  wicked,  it  makes 
them  wanton  i  their  life  is  but  a  diverfion  from  one  pleafure  to  ^ 
another,  >621.11,12,13.  .Jheyjend  forth  their  little  ones  hKe 
a  flock, and  their  children  dance  y  they  takf  the  timbrel,  and  harpy 
and  rejoyce  at  the  found  of  the  Organ  theyfpend  their  dayes  in,^ 
wealt  h,and  in  a  moment  go  ddwtttd  the  grav'e.The  fame  charad-: 

er  doth  the  Prophet  give  of  them,  Amos  6.\,<„6.  Ibey] 

liretch  themfelves  on  beds  of  Ivory,  drinkfll^ine  in  botvls,  dec*  and 
no  Ibrrow  goes  to  their  hearts.Thefe  are  they  that  live  in  plea- 
fures  upon  earth,  as  a  filh  in  the  water.  Jam.  5*  5*:  '  ■  • 

Thefe  fat  paftures  do  but  the  fooner  haften  the  death  of; 
thefe  cattle the  fooner  they  ate  fatted,  the  fooner  they  are 
llaughteredv  and  the  profperity  of  the-wicked  ferves  to  the 
fattie  end.  The  profperity  of  fools  (hall  deftroy  thern  ( *.e. ) 
itihall  be  the  means  and  inftrument  of  heating  apd.hi^ten- 
ing  their  lufts,  and  therefore  fitting  .them  for  defttuaionv 
their  profperity  is  food  and  fewel  to  their  corruptions.  Many; 
wicked  roenhad  not  been  foifoon  ripe  for  hell,  had  they  not; 

gtoWniitheSun-lhihe.ofprpfperity.f-  ,  .n  ii.  ^ 


2i8 


Utisbandry  ;  X>r, 


I 


4- 


Fatted  beads  do  not  in  the  lead  underdand  the  intent  4nd 
meaning  of  the  Husbandman,  ,  in  allowing  them  fuch  large 
and  fat  padures,  which  he  denies  to  his  other  cattle  h  and  as 
little  as  beads,  do  wicked  men  underdand  the  fcope  and  end 
of  Gods  providences,  in  cading  profperity  and  wealth  upon 
them  5  little  do  they  think  their  tables  area  fnare,  a  gin,  and 
a  trap  for  their  fouls  >  they  only  (  like  beads  )  mind  what  is 
before  them,vbat  do  not  at  all  underdand  the  tendency  and 
end  of  thefe  their  (enfual  delights. 

Though  the  Husbandman  keep  his  dore  cattle  in  fhort 
commons  ',  yet  he  intends  to  y)referve  them  *  thefe  (hal  re¬ 
main  with  him,  when  the  others  are  driven  to  the  daughter. 

Such  a  defignbf  prefervation  is  carried  on  in  all  thofe  out-*, 
ward  draits,  wants  and  hard  (hips  which  the  Lord  expofes 
his  people  to.  Iconfefs,  fuch  difpenfations,  for  prefent,  are 
very  dumbling  and  pirzling  things  even  to  gracious  and  wife 
perfons.  To  fee  wicked  men>  not  only  exempted  from  their 
troubles,  but  even  oppreifed  with  profperity  v  to  fee  a  godly 
mandn  wants  and  draits ,  and  a  wicked  man  have  more  than 
his  heart  can  with ,  is  a  cafe  that  pofes  the  wifed  Chridian, 
till  h€conhder  thedelignsand  iffues  of  both  thofe  Providen-  • 
CCS,  an<l  then  he  acxjuiefces  in  the  wiidom  of  God  fo  order- 
ingit,  Pjal.  73.  5,14,18,  23. 


A  Rcfle^Icn 
for  a  volaptu-j 
pus  worldling 


%  > 


RX  F  L  E  C  T  IONS. 

,  Y 

DGhb  my  profperity  fat  me  up  for  hell ,  and  prepare  me 
for  the  day  of  daughter  ?  little  caufe  have  I  then  to 
glory  in  it,  and  lift  up  my  heart  upon  thefe  things.  Indeed,. 
'God: hafch  given,  (Icannot  fay  bleffed  me  with^)  afulncfs  ot 
«reatutc-cn joy ments ,  -upon  thefe  my '  carnal  heart  feixeth 
gtcedily  and  fccurHy,  notat  aHfurpe<5ting  a  fnare  lying  in 
-thefe  things,  for  th^fibhi  of  my  foul.  What  are  all  thefe 
jchartning  f^eafures;  but  (b  many  rattles  to  quiet  my  foul , 
whild ) its  damnadoh, deals: irifcndbly  upon  it  ^  What  are  aM 
my  buikidl'es  and  imf^oy trlents  i  in  the  world,  •  but  fb  many 
:diverlions  fiiom  the  fauikiefs  of  life  ^  There  are  but  jttvo  dif- 
terences  betwixt  rnc,  and  the  pooieftilave  the  devil  hath  on 

earth  > 


;  eartti  i  fuch  are  whipton  to  hell  by  outward  roiferies,  and 
I  am  coached  to  hell  in  a  lUtle  more. pomp  and  honour  v  thefe 
will  have  a  lefs»  and  I  greater  account  in  the  day  of  reckon- 
ing.  Othat  I  had  never  known  profperity  /  I  am  now 
'tumbling  in  a  green  pihure,  and  (hortly  (hall  be  hanging  up 
in  the  Oiambles  in  hell  v  if  this  be  the  beft  fruit  of  my  profpe- 
rity,  if  I  were  taken  by  cruel  Canib^ls^  and  fed  with  the 
richeft  fare,  but  withall  underftood  that  the  deiign  of  it  were^ 
to  fat  me  up  like  a  bead  for  them  to  feed  upon  *>  how  little 
■  ftomach  (hould  I  have  to  their  dainties  ?  O  my  foul !  it  were 
much  better  for  thee  to  have  a  fand^ihed  poverty,  which  is 
the  portion  of  many  Saints  than  an  infnaring  profperity,  fet 
as  a  trap  to  ruin  thee  for  ever. 

The  wifdom  of  my  God  hath  allotted  me  but  (hort  com¬ 
mons  here,  his  providence  feeds  me  but  from  hand  to  mouth  > 
but  I  am  X  and  well  may  be  )  contented  with  my  prefent 
-  datc^  that  which  fweetens  it,  is,  that  I  am  one  of  the  Lords 
preferved.  How  much  better  is  a  mo.rfel  of  bread,  and  a 
draught  of  water  here,  with  an  expe<fiancy  of  glory  here¬ 
after,  than  a  fat  pafture  given  in,  and  fitting  for  the  wrath 
to  come  ?  Well,  fince  the  cafe  (lands  thus,  bleffed  be  God  for 
my  prefent  lot  >  though  I  have  but  little  in  hand,  1  have 
much  in  hope  *,  my  prefent  troubles  will  ferve  to  fweeten  my 
future  joys  >  and  the  forrows  of  this  life  will  give  a  luftre  to 
the  glory  of  the  next  i  that  which  is  now  hard  to  fuffer,  will 
then  be  fweet  to  remetnber  j  my  fongs  then  will  be  louder 
than  my  groans  now. 


2. 

A  Refleftioa 
for  a  poor 
Chridiao* 


I 


Tht  Tom, 


THofe  beads  which  for  the  (hambles  are  defign’d> 
In  fragrant  dowry  Meadow  you  (ball  find  >. 
jwhere  they  abound  with  rich  and  plenteous  fare, 

!  Whild  others  graze  in  padures  thin  and  bare, 


F  f  a  Thofe 
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\ 


/2)]ob  21. 
f3)  ibd. 
W;  Jam.  4 
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5- 


V5jPf’aI-73*9 


£0  Job  1 1. 1 3* 

|f7)Rev.  \8.  7* 
'(83  »•  5- 


ibid. 


/ 1  jPfal.  17. 1 5. 


(2)  Ifa. 

. . 


Thofe  live  a  (hort  and  pleafant  life  3  but  thefe  '  ‘  ‘ 

Protradt  their  lives  in  dry  and  fhorter  leas.  ■  ^  ^ 

Thusdive  the  wicked,  (0  thus  they  do  abound, 

With  earthly  glory,  and  with  honour  crown’d. 

Their  lofty  heads  unto  the  Stars  arpire>' 

>  “And  radiant  be'airns,  their  Ihining brows  attire. 

<  The  (2 >fatteft  portion’s  ferv’d  up  in  their  dilh, 

Yea  (3)  they  have  more  than  their  own  heart  can  with. 
DiiTolv’d  in  (4)  pleafures,^  crown’d  with  buds  of 
They  fora  time  in  thefe  fat  paftures  play  > 

Frisk,  dance  and  leap,  like  full  fed  beafts  j  and  even 
-*  Turn  up  their  C5)  wanton  heels  againiV  the  heaven. 

Not  underhanding  that^this  pleafant  life 
Serves  but  to  tit  them  for  the  Butchers  knife. 

1  In  fragrant  Meads  they  tumbling  are  to  day. 

Tomorrow  to  the  (6)  llaughter  led  away, 
j- "  Thefr  plea  fu  re’s ’gone,  and  vanuh’d  like  a  bubble 

Which  maks'their  future  torments  on  them  (?)  double. 

'  Meanwhile,  Gods  little  flock  is  (8)'  poorandleanj 
Becaufe  the  Lord  did  ner’e  intend,  or  mean 
This  for  their  portion  :  and  betides  doth  know  ‘ 

Their  fouls  (p)  prove  beft, where  thorteft  grafs  doth  grow. 
Cheer  up  poor  flock  although  y  our  fare  be  thin. 

Yet  here  is  fomething  to  take  comfort  in 
You  here  fecurely  feed>  and  need  not  fear 
Th’infernal  Butcher  can’t  approach  you  hear. 

’Tis  fomewhat  that,  but  Oh,  which  far  tranfcendsT 
Your  glorious  Shepherd-scorning*,  who  intends 
To  lead  you  hence,  unto  that  fragrant  hill 
Where  with  green  pa^fiiur^ej  he  i^fs'flocks  will  C^) 

On  which  he  from  coetdtial  calernents  pours 
The  fwecteft  dews,  and  conftant  gracious  fltowres. 

/dong  whofe  banks,  rivers  of  pleafures  Aide 
There  his  blefs’d  Hocks,  forever  (hall  abide.  • 

O  envy  not  the  world! itigs  prtfenpjbys  J 

W  h  ich  to  y our  future  m ef  ties  are  t  .t oy esi  ’  i  < ; . : . » :  ^  =’ 

^  Their  pafture  now  is  green,  your’s  dry,  and  burn’d  ; 

But  then  the  (2)  Scene-is  chang’d,  the  tables  turn’d. 

CHAP 
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1 

CHAP.  V. 

• 

Good  Husbands  labour  for  Pofteritj, 
after  a^es^  Saints  nsu^l  have  an  eye* 

Upon  the 
Husbandmans 
care  for  pofte- 
riiy» 

OBSERVATION. 

nRovrdent  and  careful  Husbandnnendo  not  only  labour  to 

fupply  their  own  necellities  while  living,  but  to  lay  up 
fomething  for  their  pofterity  when  they  are  gone  v  they  do 
not  only  leave  to  their  children  what  their  progenitors  left 
them  ,  but  they  defire  to  leave  it  improved  and  bettered. 

None  but  bad  Husbands  and  fpend-thrlfts  are  of  the  mind 
with  that  Heathen  Emperor  'Hberiur,  who  having  put  all  into 
fuch  confufions  in  the  Empire,  that  it  nnght  be  thought  the 
world  would  end  with  him  i  yet  pleafed  himfe.f  with  this 
apprehenfion ,  that  he  ihould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  it  i  and 
,  would  often  fay,  when  lam  dead,  let  heavenand  earth  min¬ 
gle if  the  world  will  but  hold  my  time,  let  it  break  when  I 
am  gone;  But  provident  men  look  beyond  their  own  time 

and  do  very  much  concern  themfelves  iii  the  good  or  evil  of 

their  pofterity.  . 

.  application. 

r 

!' 

1 

t 

1 

> 

\  rDf*  THat  careful  Husbands  do,  with  refped  to  the  provi- 
V  V  lions  they  make 'for  their  children,  that  all  prudent 
Chriflians  are  bound  to  do,  with  refpe<S  to  the  truths  com¬ 
mitted  to  them,  and  by  them,  to  be  tranfmitted  to-  fuccecding 

o  *  ♦ 

-  the  firft  ages  of  the  worlds,  even  till  the  Law  was 
faithful  men  were  jnftead  of  books  and  records  •,  they  did 
by  oral  tradition  convey  the  truths  of  God  to  pofterity  but 
fince  the  facred  truth  hath  been  configuM  to  writing,  no  fuel 

> 

ll. 

I. 


2. 


tlon  C  except  full  confentient  with  that  written  word  )  is  to 
be  received  as  authentick  >  but  the  truths  therein  delivered  to 
the  Saints,  areby  verbal  declarations)  open  confcffions,  and 
conftant  fufFerings,  to  be  preferved  and  delivered  from  age  to 
age*  This  was  the  conftant  care  of  the  whole  cbud  of  wit- 
nclFes,  both  ancient  and  modern,  who  have  kept  the  word 
of  Gods  patience,  and  would  not  accept  their  own  lives>  li¬ 
berties  or  eftates>  no,  nor  the  whole  world  in  exchange,  for 
that  invaluable  treafure  of  truth  j  they  have  carefully  pradfi- 
fed  counfel,  Prov,  23.33.  Buy  the  truths  but  fell  it 

not\  they  would  not  alienate  that  fair  inheritance  for  all  the 
inheritances  on  earth.  Upon  the  fan>e  reafons  that  you  refufe 
to  part  with,  or  embezel  your  ellates,  Chrihians  alfo  refufe 
to  part  with  the  truths  of  God. 

You  will  not  wade  or  alienate  your  inheritance,  becaufe 
it  is  precious  and  of  great  value  in  your  eyes  s  but  much  more 
precious  are  Gods  truths  to  his  people.  Luther  profeiTed,  he 
would  not  take  the  whole  world  for  one  leaf  of  his  Bible. 
Though  fome  profane  perfons  may  fay  with  Pilate^  What  is 
truth  ?  yet  know,  that  any  one  truth  of  the  Gofpel  is  more 
worth  than  all  the  inheritances  upon  the  earth  >  they  are 
the  great  things  of  Gods  Law,  and  he  that  fells  them  for  the 
greated  things  in  this  world,  makes  a  foul-undoing  bargain. 

You  will  not  wade  or  part  with  your  inheritance ,  becaufe 
you  know  your  poderity  will  be  much  wronged  by  it.  They 
that  baffle  or  drink  away  an  edate,  drink  the  tears  of  their 
fad  widowsj  and  the  very  blood  of  their  impoveridied  chil- 
j  dren.  The  people  of  God  doalfo  confider,  how  much  the 
generations  to  come  are  concern’d  in  the  confervation  of  the 
truths  of  God  for  them  j  it  cuts  them  to  the  heart,  but  to  think, 
that  their  children  ihould  be  brought  up  to  worfhip  dumb 
Idols,  and  fall  down  before  a  wooden  or  a  breaden  god.  The 
very  birds  and  beads  will  expofe  their  own  bodies  to  appa¬ 
rent  danger  of  death,  to  prei^rve  their  young.  Religion  doth 
much  more  intender  the  hearts  and  bowels,  than  nature 
doth. 

You  reckon  it  a  foul  difgrace  to  fell  ypur  edates ,  and  be¬ 
come  Bankrupts  j  ’tis  a  word  that  hears  ill  among  you;  And  a 
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Chnftian  accounts  it  the  hrghea  reproach  in  the  world  ,  to 

fhp  nr?''-  '°o  from  the  truths  of  God.  When 

Sbl«  rTr  to  deliver  up  their 

Kibles  ,  thofe  that  did  fo,  were  juftly  branded  and  hufttout 

hvcrerr^'”'"*"^’  or  de¬ 
fer,  y°“'‘  ’  i>ecaufe  you 

Lvelak^'cb'T  w  1^*'"  when  once  Jou 

^"<=over  the  light 

tru  h  n??^!i  extinguifhed.  There  is  no 

SwrSr*^  recovered  out  of  Amichrijh  hands,  without 
great  wreftlings  and  much  blood.  The  Church  may  call 

her  W  «?'/  difcipline  fo  recovered, 

forrhf  *  r’  great  wrelHings,  fl,e  hath  wreliled 

^de  contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 

voJwm"f 

j^ou  will  choofe  to  fufler  many  wants  and  hardfhips  all  your 
lives  you  will  fare  hard,  and  go  bare,  to  preferve  what  you 
haw  for  your  Porter, ty :  But  the  people  of  God  have  put 
hemfelves  upon  far^greater  hardlhips  than  thefe,  to  preferve 
>  th^  have  choftn  to  fuffer  reproaches,  poverty,  pri- 
ioiK,  death,  and  the  moft  cruel  torments,  rather  than  the  W 

th^Sf /f  \  '■"fo*'"  you'vhat 

their  fufferings  have  been,  to  keep  the  word  of  Gods  pati- 

ence ,  they  ^ve  boldly  told  their  enemies  that  they  might 
P^ck  their  hearts  out  of  their  bodies,  but  (hould  never  pluck, 
the  truth  out  of  their  hearts.  . 

R  E  F  L  E  C  T  I  O  N  S. 
toAfe  unbelieving  heart/  how  have  I  flinched  and  flirunk 

"J:;; 

S'^SEid  I?'' “  “/ S  -3'£ 

n  leave  me.  Cowardly  foul ,  that  dutft  not  ^ed  PtofelTors. 
Imafceaftand  for  truth  !  yea,  rathe,  boW  ,^d  daring  foul, 

that 
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for  fuch  as  are 
in  quiet  pof- 
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thatwouldff  rather  venture  to  look  a  wrathful  Godj  than  an 
angry  naan  in  the  face.  I  would  not  own  and  preferve  the 
truth,  and  the  God  of  truth  will  not  own  me,  2  I'm,  1.2. 
If  rve  deny  him  be  voill  deny  us. 

Lord  1  unto  me  haft  thou  committed  the  precious  treafure 
and  truft  of  truths  and  as  T  received  it)  fo  do  I  detire  to  de¬ 
liver  it  to  the  generations  to  come  ,  that  the  people  which 
are  yet  unborn  may  praife  the  Lord.  God  forbid  I  fhould 
ever  part  with  fuch  a  fair  inheritance  ,  and  thereby  begger 
my  own  ^  and  thoufands  of  fouls  !  Thou  haft  given  me  thy 
truth)  and  the  world  hates  me,  I  well  know  that  is  the  ground 
of  the  quarrel  s  would  I  but  throw  truth  over  the  walls,  how 
foon  would  a  retreat  be  founded  to  all  perfecutors?  But 
Lord  !  thy  truth  is  invaluably  precious  s  what  a  vile  thing  is 
my  blood,  compared  with  the  leaft  of  all  thy  truths }  Thou 
haft  charged  me  not  to  fell  it,  and  in  thy  ftrength  I  refolve 
never  to  lift  a  fine,  and  cut  off  that  golden  line  whereby  thy 
truths  are  entailed  upon  thy  people,  from  generation  to  gene¬ 
ration  •  my  friends  may  go,  my  liberty  go,  my  blood  may  go> 
but  as  for  thee)  precious  truth,  thou  (halt  never  go. 

How  dear  hath  this  inheritance  of  truth  coft  fome  Chrifti- 
ans  ?  how  little  hath  it  coft  us  ?  We  are  entred  into  their  la¬ 
bours  )  we  reap  in  peace  what  they  fowed  in  tears  \  yea,  in 
blood.  O  the  grievous  fufferings  that  they  chofe  to  endure  j 
rather  than  to  deprive  us  of  fuch  an  inheritance,  thofe  noble’ 
fouls,  heated  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  care  for  our  fouls, 
made  many  bold  and  brave  adventures  for  it  v  and  yet  at 
what  a  low  rate  do  we  value  what  coft  them  fo  dear  ?  like 
young  heirs  that  never  knew  the  getting  of  an  eftate,  we* 
fpend  it  freely.  Lord,  help  us  thankfully  and  diligently  to 
improve  thy  truths,  while  we  are  injquiet  pofleffion  of  them. 
Such  intervals  of  peace  and  reft,  are  ufually  of  no  longcontL 
i>uanc£  with  thy  people. 
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APublick  fpirit  fcorns  to  plant  no  root 

But  fuch  from  which  himfelf  may  gather  fruit. 

For  thus  he  reafons,  if  I  reap  the  gains 
Of  my  Laborious  PredeceTors  pains  > 

How  equal  is  it,  that  polkrity 
Should  reap  the  fruits  of  prefent  induftry  ? 

Should  every  age  but  ferve  its  turn,  and  take 
No  thought  for  future  times  ?  it  foon  would  make 
A  Bankrupt  world,  and  fo  entail  a  curfe 
From  age  to  age,  as  it  grows  worfe  and  worfe. 

Our  Chriftian  predecefTors  careful  thus 
Have  been  (i)  to  leave  an  heritage  fo  us, 

Chrifts  precious  truths  (2)  conferved  in  their  blood, 

For  no  lefs  price  thofe  truths  our  fathers  flood. 

They  have  tranfmitted,  would  not  (3)  alienate 
From  us  their  children  fuch  a  fair  eftate. 

We  eat  what  they  did^et,  and  (hall  truth  fail 
In  our  days  ?  (hall  we  cut  off  th’entail  ? 

Or  end  the  line  of  honor  ?  nay,  what’s  worfe 
Give  future  ages  caufe  to  hate,  and  curfe  ' 

Our  memories  ?  like  Naboth^  may  this  age  * 

Part  with  their  blood,  fooner  than  heritage. 

Let  pity  move  us,  let  us  think  upon 
Our  (4)  Childrens  fouls  >  when  we  are  dead,  and  gone. 
Shall  they  poor  fouls,  in  Sarknefs  grope,  when  we 
Put  out  the  light,  by  which  they  el fe  might  fee 
The  way  to  glory  ?yea,  what’s  worfe  ?  (hall  it 
-  Be  faid  in  time  to  come  (5)  Chrift  did  commit 
A  precious  treafure ,  purchas’d  by  his  blood  y 
To  us,  for  ours  >  and  for  our  Childrens  good  ? 

But  we  like  cowards,  falfe,  perfidious  men. 

For  carnal  eafe,  lo(f  it,  our  felves,  and  them. 

O  let  us  leave  to  after  ages  more. 

Than  we  receiv’d  from  all  that  went  before. 

That  thofe  to  come  might  blefs  the  Lord,  and  keep 

Our  names  alive,  when  we  in  duft  (hall  deep.  ,  *  ? 

G  2  '  CHA.P.  \ 
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upon  the  Hus¬ 
bandmans  care 

to  prove  and 
preferve  his 
Deeds* 


C  HAP.  VI. 

Deeds  for  your  Lands  you  prove^  and  keep  with  care  5 
0  that  for  heaven  yon  hut  as  careful  were. 


OBSERVATION. 

WE  generally  find,  men  are  not  more  careful  in  trying 
gold,  or  in  keeping  it,  than  they  are  in  examining 
their  Deeds,  and  preferving  them  >  thefe  are  virtually  their 
whole  eftate  ,  and  therefore  it  concerns  them  to  be  carcfkl  of 
them :  If  they  (ulpedi:  a  flaw  in  their  Leafe  or  Deed,  they 
repair  to  the  ablefl  Couniell,  fubmit  it  tohis  judgment, make 
the  word  of  their  caufe,  and  query  about  all  the  fuppofeable 
dangers  with  him )  if  he  tell  them  their  cafe  is  fufpiclous  and 
hazardous,  how  much  are  they  perplexed  and  troubled }  they 
can  neither  cat,  drink,  or  fleep  in  peace,  till  they  have  a  good 
fettlement  *,  and  willing  they  are  to  be  at  much  cofland  pains 
to  obtain  it.  ' 

APPLICATION. 


THefe  cares  and  fears,  with  which  you  are  perplexed  in  ' 
fuch  cafes ,  g.'vc  you  a  little  gliropfe  of  thofc  troubles 
of  foul,  with  which  the  people  of  God  axe  perplexed 
I  about  their  eternal  condition  i  which  perhaps  you  have  been 
.hitherto  unacquainted  with,  and  therefore  flighted  them,  as 
[fanfies  and  whimfies.  1  fay,  your  own  fears  and  troubles,  if 
ever  you  were  ingaged  by  a  cunning  and  powerful  adverfary 
in  a  Law-fuit  for  your  eflate,  may  give  you  a  little  glimpfe 
jof  fpiritual  troubles  >  and  indeed  it  is  no  more  but  a  glimpfe 
of  it:  For,  as  the  lofs  of  an  earthly  (though  fair)  inheri¬ 
tance  is  but  a  trifle  to  the  lofs  of  God,  and  the  foul  to  eter¬ 
nity,  fo  you  cannot  but  imagine,  that  the  cares,  fears,  and 

folicitudes 
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foHcitudesof  fouls  about  tbefe  things,  are  much,  very  much 
beyond  yours.  Let  us  compare  the  cafes,  and  fee  how  they 
anfwer  to  each  other. 

You  have  evidences  for  your  eftates,  and  by  them  you  hold 
what  you  have  in  the  world.  They  alfo  have  evidences  for 
their  eftate  in  Chrift,  and  glory  to  come  >  they  hold  all  in 
capitey  by  virtue  of  their  intermarriage  with  Jefus  Chriil  i 
they  come  to  be  eftated  in  that  glorious  inheritance,  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  Covenant  of  grace.  You  have  the  tenure  in  that 
Scripture,  i  Cor.  3.22,23.  All  is  yours,  for  ye  are  Chrifts, 
and  Chrirt  is  Gods.  Faith  unites  them  to  him  5  and  after 
they  believe,  they  are  fealed  by  the  Spirit  of  promife,E/^^.  i. 
13.  They  can  lay  claim  to  no  promife  upon  any  other 
ground  i  this  is  their  title  fo  all  that  they  own  as  theirs. 

It  often  falls  out,  that  after  the  fealing  and  executing  of 
your  Deeds  or  Leafes,  an  adverfary  finds  fome  dubious  claufe 
in  them,  and  thereupon  commences  a  Suit  of  Law  with  you. 
Thus  it  frequently  falls  out  with  the  people  of  God ,  who 
after  their  believing  and  fealing  time,  have  doubts  and  feru- 
ples  raifed  in  them  about  their  title.  Nothing  is  more  com¬ 
mon,  than  for  the  Devil  and  their  own  unbelief  to  ftart  con- 
troverfies,  and  raife  ftrong  objections  again  ft  their  intereft 
in  Chrift,  and  the  Covenant  of  promifes.  Thefe  are  cunning 
and  potent  adverfaries ,  and  do  maintain  long  debates  with 
the  gracious  foul,  and  reafon  fo  cunningly  and  fophiftically 
with  it,  that  it  can  by  no  means  extricate  and  fatisfie  it  felf  i 
always  alledging  that  their  title  is  worth  nothing,  which  they  I 
poor  fouls  are  but  too  apt  to  fufpet^. 

All  the  while  that  a  Suit  in  Law  is  depending  about  your 
title,  you  have  but  a  little  comfort  or  benefit  from  your  eftate  i 
you  cannot  look  upon  it  as  your  own,  nor  lay  out  moneys  in 
building  or  drefting,  for  fear  you  ftiould  lofe  all  at  laft.  Juft 
thus  ftands  the  cafe  with  doubting  Chriftians,  they  have  little 
comfort  from  the  moft  comfortable  promifes,  little  benefit 
from  the  fweeteft  duties  and  Ordinances  j  they  put  off  their 
own  comforts,  and  fay,  If  we  were  fure  that  all  this  were 
ours,  we  could  then  rejoyce  in  them  ;  But  alafs !  our  title,  is 
dubious,  Chrift  is  a  precious  Chrift,  the  promifes  are  jcom- 

G  g  2  '  fortable 
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fortable  things,  but  what  if  they  be  none  of  ours  ?  Ah  !  how 
little  doth  the  doubting  Chriftian  make  of  his  large  and  rich 
inheritance  ? 

You  dare  not  trufl:  your  own  judgments  in  fuch  cafes,  but 
ftate  your  cafe  to  fuch  as  are  learned  in  the  Laws?  and. are 
willing  to  get  the  ableft  counfel  you  can  to  advife  you  ;  So 
are  poor  doubting  Chridians  ,  they  carry  th^ir  Cafes  from 
Chriftian  to  Chriftian,  and  from  Minifter  to  Minifter ,  with 
fuchrequeftsasthefev  Pray  tell  me  what  do  you  think  of 
my  condition  ?  deal  plainly  and  faithfully  with  me  s  thefe 
be  my  grounds  of  doubting,  and  thefe  my  grounds  of  hope. 
O  hide  nothing  from  me  !  And  if  they  all  agree  that  their 
cafe  is  good,  yet  they  cannot  be  fatisfied  till  God  fay  fo  too, 
and  confirm  the  word  of  his  fervants  rand  therefore  they 
carry  the  cafe  often  before  him*  in  fuch  words  as  thofe,  VfaL 
13^.23,24.  Search  0  God^  and  kitojv  my  heart  s  try  me 
and  my  thoughts^  and  fee  if  there  be  any  way  of  wich^dneft 


in  me. 

You  have  little  quiet  in  your  fpirits,  till  the  cafe  be  re- 
folved,  your  meat  and  drink  doth  you  little  goodi  you  can¬ 
not  fleep  in  the  night,  becaufe  thefe  troubled  thoughts  are 
ever  returning  upon  you  :  What  if  I  (hould  be  turned  out 
of  all  at  laft  So  it  is  with  gracious  fouls,  their  eyes  are  held 
waking  in  the  night,  by  reafon  of  the  troubles  of  their  hearts, 
TfaL  77- 4*  Such  fears  as  thefe  are  frequently  returning  upon 
their  hearts.  What  if  1  ftiould  be  found  a  felf-deceiver  at 
laft  ?  what  if  I  do  but  hug  a  phantafm  inftead  of  Chrift  I 
how  can  this,  or  that,  conlift  with  grace  ?  their  meat  and 
drink  doth  them  little  good  ?  their  bodies  are  often  macerated, 
by  the  troubles  of  their  fouls. 

You  will  not  make  the  beft  of  your  condition,  when  you 
ftate  your  cafe  to  a  faithful  Councellor  >  neither  will  they, 
but  oft  times  (  poor  penfive  fouls )  they  make  it  much  worfe 
than  indeed  it  .is  ?  charge  themfelves  with  that  which  God 
never  charged  them  with,  though  this  be  neither  their  wif- 
dom  nor  their  duty  ?  but  the  fears  of  mifcarrying  make  them 
fufpe-if  fraud  in  all  they  do  or  have. 

Laftly,  when  your  title  is  cleared,  your  hearts  are  eafed  •, 

*  yea, 
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yea,  not  only  eafed,  but  overjoyed  though  not  in  that  de¬ 
gree  5  nor  with  the  fame  kind  of  joy,  that  the  hearts  of 
Chrihians  are  overflowed  ,  when  the  Lord  fpeaks  peace  to 
their  fouls.  O  welcome  the  fweet  morning  light,  after  a  te¬ 
dious  night  of  darknefs  ^  now  they  can  eat  their  bread  with 
comfort,  and  drink  their  wine  (  yea  if  it  be  but  water  )  with 
a  merry  heart,  Ecclef.  p-'J* 

REFLECTION. 

\ 

OH0W  hath  my  fpirit  been  tofled,  and  hurried,  when  I 
have  met  with  troubles  and  clambrs  about  my  eflate  ! 
but  as  for  fpiritual  troubles,  and  thofe  foul-perplexing  cafes 
that  Chriflians  fpeak  of,  I  underhand  but  little  of  them.  I 
never  called  my  everlafting  flat e  in  queftionj  nor  brake  an 
hours  lleep  upon  any  fuch  account#  Ah,  my  fupine  and 
carelefs  foul !  little  haft  thou  regarded  how  matters  ftand,  in 
reference  to  eternity  !  1  have  ftrongly  conceited  ,  but  never 
throughly  examined  the  validity  of  my  title  to  Chrift  and  his 
promifes  i  nor  am  I  able  to  tell,  if  my  own  confcience  (hould 
demand  whereupon  my  claim  is  grounded. 

O  my  foul !  why  art  thou  fo  unwilling  to  examine  how 
matters  ftand  betwixt  God  and  thee  ?  art  thou  afraid  to  look, 
into  thy  condition?  left  by  finding  thine  hypOQrifie  ^  thou 
fhouldft /o/e  thy  peace -y  or  rather  thy  fecurity.  To  what 
purpofe  will  it  be  to  ftiut  thine  eyes  againft  the  light  of  con- 
vidfion,  unlefs  thou  couldft  alfo  find  out  a.  way  to  prevent 
thy  condemnation^  thou  feeft  other  fouls,  how  attentively 
they  wait  under  the  word,  for  any  thing  that  may  fpeak  to 
their  conditions.  Doubtlefs  thou  haft  heard  how  frequently 
and  ferioufly  they  have  ftated  their  conditions,  and  opened 
their  cafes  to  the  Minifters  of  Chrift.  But  thou,  O  my  foul ! 
haft  no  fuch  cafes  to  put,  no  doubts  to  be  refolved  i  thou  wilt 
leave  all  to  the  decilion  of  the  great  day,  and  not  trouble  thy 
felf  about  it  now#  Well,  God  will  decide  it,  but  little  to 
thy  comfort. 

I  have  heard  how  fome  have  been  perplexed  by  litigious 

adverfaries,  but  I  believe  none  have,  been  fo  toffed  with 

fears. 
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fears,  and  diftradted  with  doubts,  as  I  have  been  about  the 
(late  of  my  foul.  Lord,  what  (hall  I  do  ?  I  have  often  car¬ 
ried  my  doubts  and  fcruples  to  thine  Ordinances,  waiting 
for  fatisfadion  to  be  fpoken  there.  I  have  carried  them  to 
thofe  I  have  judged  skilful  and  faithful,  begging  their  refolu- 
tion  and  help,  but  nothing  will  (lick.  Still  my  fears  are  daily 
renewed.  O  my  God  do  thou  decide  my  cafe  1  tell  me  how 
the  (late  (lands  betwixt  thee  and  me  i  my  days  confume  in 
trouble,  I  can  neither  do,  or  enjoy  any  good,  whilA  things 
are  thus  with  me  *,  all  my  earthly  enjoyments  are  dry  and 
uncomfortable  things  i  yea,  which  is  much  worfe ,  all  my 
duties  and  thine  Ordinances  prove  fo  too,  by  reafon  of  the 
troubles  of  my  heart  1  am  no  ornament  to  my  profellion, 
nay,  I  am  a  difcouragement  Bnd  (lumblng-block  to  others  ! 

I  will  hearken  and  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak,  O 
that  it  might  be  peace  !  if  thou  do  not  fpeak  it  none  can  i 
and  when  thou  doeft,  keep  thy  fcrvant  from  returning  again 
to  folly,  led  I  make  fre(h  work  for  an  accufing  confciencejand 
give  new  matter  to  the  adverfary  of  my  foul  1 

But  thou  (  my  foul )  enjoyed  a  double  mercy  from  thy 
bountiful  God,  who  hath  not  only  given  thee  a  good  title, 
but  alfo  the  clear  evidence  and  knowledge  thereof.  I  am  ga¬ 
thering,  and  daily  feeding  upon  the  full  ripe  fruits  of  affu- 
rance,  which  grow  upon  the  top  boughs  of  faith,  whild  ma¬ 
ny  of  my  poor  brethren  drink  their  own  tears,  and  have  their 
teeth  broken  with  gravel  dones.  Lord,  thou  had  fet  my  foul 
upon  her  high  places,  but  let  me  not  exalt  my  felf,  becaufc 
thou  had  exalted  me  *,  nor  grow  wanton  becaufe  I  walk  at  li¬ 
berty,  led  for  the  abufe  of  fuch  precious  liberty,  thou  clap  my 
old  chains  upon  me,  and  (hut  up  my  foul  again  in  prifon. 

The  Poem, 

Ik  yT  En  can’t  be  quiet  till  they  be  alTur’d 
iVJL  That  their  edate  is  good,  and  well  fecur’d. 

•  To  able  Counfel  they  their  Deed  fubmit 

Intreating  them  with  care  t’examine  it 

-  Fearing 
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The  heavenly  ufe  of  earthly  things. 

Fearing  fome  claufe  an  enemy  may  wreft,  "  ^ 

Or  find  a  flaw  *,  whereby  he  may  deveft 
Them,  and  their  children.  O  who  can  but  fee 
How  wife  men  in  their  generation  be  ! 

But  do  they  (i)  equal  care  and  fears  exprefs 
About  their  everlading  happinefs  ? 

In  fpiritual  things  ’twould  grieve  ones  heart  to  fee  * 

^  What  (2) 'carclefs  fouls,  thefe  careful  men  can  be. 
’They  ad  like  men  of  common  fenfe  bereaven, 

Secure  their  Lands  >  and  they^l  trufi  God  for  heaven. 
How  many  cafes  have  you  to  fubmit. 

To  Lawyers  judgments  >  (3  )  Minifters  may  fit 
From  week  to  week,  and  yet  not  fee  the  face 
Of  one  that  brings  a  foul-oontending  Cafe. 

Yea,  which  is  worfe  *,  how  feldom  do  you  cry 
To  God  for  couniel  (4)  or  beg  him  to  try 
Your  hearts  i  and  ftridly  inquitition  make 
Into  your  ftate,  difcover  your  miflake. 

O  ftuptd  fouls  /  clouded  with  ignorance, 

Is  Chrift,  and  heaven  no  (5)  fair  inheritance 
Compar’d  with  yours  ?  or  is  (d)  eternity 
A  fhorter  term  than  yours  ?  that  you  fhould  ply 
The  one  fo  clofe,  and  totally^negled 
The  other  >  as  not  worth  your  leaft  refped. 
Perhaps  the  Devil  whoCs  plot  from  you’s  conceal’d, 
Perfwadcs  your  title’s  good  v  and  firmly  feaFd 
By  God’s  own  Spirk,  though  you  never  found 
One  ad  of  faving  grace  (7)  to  lay  a  ground 
For  that  perfwafion.  Soul  he  hath  t&c  fafi,  ^ 
Though  he’l  not  let  thee  know  it  till  the  laft. 


\ 


Luke  td,  ff, 

( I  jAft*  18.17. 


(2;  Ifa,  32.  9. 
10, 11. 


^3}  Hof. 


( 4)  Pfal.  1 3^. 


r5)  PhiK3.8,9. 
(6)  2<ior.4.i8 


’  ('7^Eph.  i.i3. 


Lord  waken  finners,  make  them  underfiand 
’Twixt  thee,  and  them  *>  how  rawly  matters  Band. 
Give  them  no  quiet  reft,  untill  they  feje 
Their  fouls  fecur’d,  better  than  Lands  can  be.  ^  • 


O  C  C  A- 
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UPON  I 


BIRDS,  BEASTS,  TREES,  FLOWERS,; 
RIVERS,  and  ocher  objeQis, 
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M  E  D  I  T.  I. 

«  X 

"Upon  the  (ir;gmg  of  a  Nightingale.  ^ 

•V 

r 

%  « 

HO  that  hears  fuch  various,  ravifhing  >  and  ex- 
quifite  melody ,  would .  imagine  the  bird  that 
makes  it ,  to  be  of  fo  fmall  and  contemptible  a 
body ,  and  feather  ?  her  charming  voice  ingaged 
not  only  mine  attentive  ear,  but  my  feet  alfo  5  to  make  a 
:  nearer  approach  to  that  fhady  bufh,  in  which  that  excellent 
‘  Mufician  fate  veiled  >  and  the  nearer  I  came,  the  fweeter  the 
melody  flill  feemed  to  be,  but  when  I  had  defcribed  the  bird 
her  felf,  and  found  her  to  be  little  bigger,  and  no  better  fea¬ 
thered  than  a  fparrow,->  it  gave  my  thoughts  the  occafion  of 
this  following  application.--  -  * 

This  Bird  feems  to  me  the  lively  emblem  of  the  formal  hy- ' 
pocrite,"' (i  J  In  that  (he  is  more  in  found  than  fubftance,  a 
^  loud  j 
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Occafional  Meditations. 

/ 

a  loud  and  excellent  voice,  but  a  little  defpicable  body  i  and 
it  recall’d  to  my  thoughts  the  ftory  of  Plutarch^  who  hearing 
a  Nightingale,  defired  to  have  one  killed  to  feed  upon,  not 
queftioning  but  (he  would  pleafe  the  pallat  as  well  as  the 
eari  but  when  the  Nightingale  was  brought  him,  and  hefaw 
what  a  poor  little  creature  it  was,  truly  faid  he,  thou  art  vox 
’  &  pr£terea  nihil.,  a  meer  voice  and  nothing  elfe :  So  is  the  hy* 
pocrite  >  did  a  man  hear  him  fometimes  in  more  publick  du¬ 
ties  and  difeourfes  j  O  thinks  he,- what  an  excellent  man  is 
this  1  what  a  choice  and  rare  fpirlt  is  he  of?  but  follow  him 
home ,  obferve  him  in  his  private  converfation  and  retire¬ 
ments  ,  and  then  you  will  judge  Plutarchs  note  as  applicable 
to  him  as  the  Nightingale.  (2)  This  Bird  is  obferved  to 
charm  moft  fweetly  5  andfether  fpirits  all  on  work  ,  when 
•  (he  perceives  (he  hath  ingaged  attention  j  fo  doth  the  hypo¬ 
crite  5  who  lives  and  f^eds  upon  the  applaufe  and  commen¬ 
dation  of  his  admirers,  and  cares  little  for  any  of  thofe  duties 
which  bring  in  no  returns  of  praife  from  men  j  he  is  little 
pleafed  with  a  filent  melody  and.private  pleafure  betwixt  God 
and  his  own  foul. 

Scire  tuum  nihil  efl  nift  te  feire  hoc  feiat  alter* 

Alas  /  his  knowledg  is  not  worth  a  pin. 

If  he  proclaim  not  what  he  hath  within. 


/ 


He  is  more  for  the  Theatre  than  the  Clofet ,  and  of  fuch 
Chrifl:  faith,  Verily  they  have  their  reward.  (3)  Naturalilis 
obferve  the  Nightingale  to  be  an  ambitious  Bird,  that  can¬ 
not  endure  to  be  out- vied  by  any>  (he  will  rather  chufetodie 
than  be  be  excell’d  i  a  notable  inftance  whereof  we  have  in 
the  following  pleafant  Poem,tranllated  out  of  Strada  *,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Nightingale  and  a  Lutanid. 

Now  the  declining  Sun  did  downward  bend 
From  higher  heavens ,  and  from  his  locks  did  fend 
A  milder  flame,  when  neer  to  fibers  flow 
A  Lutanifi  alayed  his  careful  wo, 


*wO 
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With  founding  charms,  and  in  a  greeny  feat 
Of  (hady  Oak,  took  (heltcr  from  the  heat 
A  Nightingale  o’ reheard  him,  that  did  ufe 
To  fojourn  in  the  neighbour  Groves,  the  Mufe 
That  till’d  the  place,  the  Syren  of  the  wood 
(  Poor  harmlefs  Syren  )  dealing  near  (he  flood 
Clofe  lurking  in  the  leaves  attentively 
Recording  that  unwonted  melody. 

She  con’d  it  to  her  felf,  and  every  Ifrain 
His  fingers  play’d,*  her  throat  return’d  again. 

The  Lutaniil  perceiv’d  an  anfwer  fent 
From  th’imitating  Bird,  and  was  content 
To  fbew  her  play*  more  fully,  then  in  hade  > 

He  tries  his  Lute  and  giving  her  a  tad 
Of  the  infuing  quarrel,  nimbly  beats 
On  all  his  drings,  as  nimbly  (he  repeats 
And  wildly  ranging  o’re  a  thoufand  keys 
Sounds  a  fhrill  warning  of  her  after  layes  > 

With  rowling  hand  the  Lutanid  then  plyes 
The  trembling  thfeds  fometimes  in  fcornful  wife 
He  brulhes  down  the  drings  and  drikes  them  all 
With  one  even  drokej  then  takes  theni  feveral 
And  culls  them  o’re  again,  his  fparkling  joynts 
With  buGe  defcant  mincing  on  the  points  y 
Reach  back  again  with  nimble  touch,  then  dayes. 
The  Bird  replies,  and  art  with  art  repaies. 
Sometimes  as  one  unexpcrt ,  and  in  doubt 
How  die  might  weild  her  voice,  die  draweth  out 
.  Her  tone  at  large,  and  dpth  at  fird  prepare 
A  folemn  drain  nor-wearM  with  winding  air,'  . 
But  with  an  eqvial  pitch,  andicondant  throaf,  - 
Makes  clear  the  parage  forher^iding  note^^  ’ 

Then  crofs  diviGon  diverfly  dieplayes 
And  loudly  chanting  opt  her  qrfkked  layies 
Poyfes  the  found,  and  with  a  quivering  voice  , 
Falls  back  again:  He  wondring  how  fo  choice'^ 
So  various  harmony  copld  ilTue  out  I  L .  .  - .  t ^ 
^  From  fuch  a  little  throat,  doth  go  about 
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Some  harder  LefTons,  and  with  wondrous  art 
Changing  the  firings  doth  up  the  treble  dart 
And  downward  fmites  the  bafe^  with  painful  firokc 
He* beats  \  and  as  the  Trumpet  doth  provoke 
Sluggards  to  fight,  even  fo  his  wanton  skill  • 

With  mingled  difeord  joy  ns  the  hoarfe  and  fhrill, 
The  Bird  this  alfo  tunes,  and  whilfi  (he  cuts 
Sharp  notes  with  mingled  voice,  and  mingled  puts 
Mcafures  of  middle  found>_  then  fuddenly 
She  thunders  deep  and  jugs  it  inwardly 
With  gentle  murmur,  clear  and  dull  (he  fings 
By  courfe,  as  when  the  martial  warning  rings  > 
Believ’t  the  Minfiril  blufht,  with  angry  mood 
Inflam’d  (  quoth  he  )  thou  Chantrefs  of  the  wood 
Either  from  thee  Tie  bear  the  price  away 
Or  vanquifht,  break  my  Lute  without  delay. 
Unimitable  accents  then  he  firains 
His  hand  flies  on  the  firings,  in  one  he  chains 
Far  different  numbers,  chafing  here  and  there 
And  all  the  firing  he  labours  every  where  > 

Both  flat  and  (harp  he  ftrikes,  and  ftately  grows 
To  prouder  firains,  and  backward  as  he  goes 
Doubly  divides,  and  clofing  up  his  layes 
Like  a  full  Quire,  a  fhivering  confort  playes  > 

Then  paufing  flood  in  expectation 
Of  his  corrival,  nor  durfi  anfwer  on. 

But  (he,  when  pradfice  long  her  throat  had  whet 
Enduring  not  to  yield,  at  once  doth  fet 
Her  Spirits  all  to  work,  and  all  in  vain  > 

For  whilfi  (he  labours  to  exprefe  again 

With  Natures  fimple  voice  fuch  divers  keys 

With  (lender  pipes  fuch  lofty  notes  as  thefe 

O’re  matcht  with  high  defigns,  o^rematcht  with  wo, 

Jufi  at  the  lafi  encounter  of  her  foe 

She  faints,  (he  dyes,  falls  on  his  inftrument 

That  conquer’d  her,  a  fitting  monument. 

So  far  even  little  Souls  are  driven  on 
Struck  with  a  vertuous  emulation. 

Hh  2 


And 
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And  even  as  far  are  hypocrites  driven  on  by  their  ambition 
and  pride  >  which  is  the  fpur  that  provokes  them  in  their  re- 
ligious  duties. 


M  E  D  I  T.  1 1. 

Vpon  the  fight  of  many  [mail  Birds  chirping  about 

a  dead  iiawk^ 

B Earing  a  whole  Quire  of  Birds  chirping  and  twinking 
together ,  it  ingaged  my  curiolity  a  little  to  ^  inquire 
into  the  occafion  of  that  convocation,  which  mine  eyes 
quickly  informed  me  of  >  for  I  perceived  a  dead  Hawk  in  the 
bulh,  about  which  they  made  fuch  a  noife.  Teeming  to  tri¬ 
umph  at  the  death  of  their  enemy  ?  and  I  could  not  blame 
them  to  fing  his  knell,  who  like  a  Canihal  was  wont  to  feed 
upon  their  living  bodies  v  tearing  them  limb  from  limb,  and 
fearing  them  with  his  frightful  appearance.  This  Bird  which 
living,  was  To  formidable,  being  dead  the  pooreft^  Wren  or 
Titmoufe  fears  not  to  chirp  or  hop  over  him.  This  brings  to 
my  thoughts  the  bafe  and  ignoble  ends  of  the  greateft  Tyrants 
and  greedy  ingroffers  of  the  world,  of  whom  f  whilft  living} 
men  were  more  afraid  than  birds  of  a  Hawk ,  but  dead  be¬ 
came  objeds  of  contempt  and  fcorn.  The  death  of  fuch  Ty¬ 
rants  is  both  inglorious  and  unlamented  *,  When  the  mckfd  pe- 
rijh  there  if  JhoHting,  Prov.  1 1 .  i  o.  W hich  was  exemplified 
to  the  life  at  the  death  of  Nero^  of  whom  the  Poet  thus  fings, 

Cum  mors  crudelem  rapuijfet  feva  Neronem 
Credibile  efl  multos  Kom^im  agitajfe  jocos. 

When  cruel  Nm  dy’d  th’Hiftorian  tells. 

'  How  Kome  did  mourn  with  Bonefires,  Playes  andBells. 

Remarkable  for  contempt  and  (hame  have  the  ends  of  ma¬ 
ny  bloudy  Tyrants  been  fo  Tompey  the  great,of  whom  Clau-’ 
the  Poet  Tings,  ^ 
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Nudus  pafcit  avet,  jacet  en  qui  pofidet  orbem 
Exigu£  tdluris  inops — — '■ — — — ■ 

Birds  eat  his  fleih,  lo  now  he  cannot  have 
Who'rul’d  the  world,  a  fpace  to  make  a  grave. 

The  like  is  ftoried  of  Alexander  the  great,  who  lay  unbu¬ 
ried  thirty  dayes ,  and  William  the  Conqueror  ,  with  many 
other  fuch  Birds  of  prey  »  whilft  a  beneficial  and  holy  life  is^ 
ufually  doled  up  in  an  honourable  and  much  lamented 
death. 

For  my  own  psirt,  I  wi(h  I  may  fo  order  my  converfation 
in  the  world,  that  I  may  live  when  I  am  dead  in  the  affedions 
of  the  beft,  and  leave  an  honourable  teftimony  in  the  confei- 
ences  of  the  worft  >  that!  may  opprefs  none,  do  good  to  all, 
and  fay  when  I  dye,  as  good  Amhrdfe  did,  I  am  neither  afha- 
med  to  live,  nor  afraid  to  dye.  ^ 


~  M  E  D  I  T.  III. 

upon  the  light  of  a  Blackzbird  taking  fuiUnary 
^in  a.  hiijh  from  a  pitr/uing  Hawk- 
% 

\T\  7^^^  '  hardly  the  poor  bird  was  put  it  to 

V  V  fave  her  felf  from  her  enemy,  who  hover’d  juft  over 
the  Bu(h  in  which  (he  was  fluttering  and  fqueeking,  I  could 
not  buthaften  to  relieve  her,  (  pity  and  fuccour  being  a  due 
debt  to  the  diftreffed)  which  when  I  had  done,  the  Bird  would 
not  depart  from  the  bufli,  though  her  enemy  were  gone  i  this 
ad:  of  kindnefs  was  abundantly  repayed  by  this  Meditation, 
with  which  I  returned  to  my  walk.  My  foul  like  this  Bird, 
was  once  diftreffed,  purfued,  yea,  feized  by  Satan,  who  had 
certainly  made  a  prey  of  it,  had  not  Jefus  Chrift  been  a  Sandru- 
ary  to  it  in  that  hour  of  danger.  How  ready  did  I  find 
him  to  receive  my  poor  foul  into  his  protedion  ?  then  did  he 

make  good  that  fweet  promife  to  my  experience,  Thofe  that 

come 


come  unto  me ,  I  will  in  no  wife  caB  out.  It  call’d  to  mind 
that  pretty  and  pertinent  flory  of  the  Philofoper,  who 
walking  in  the  fields  a  Bird  purfued  by  a  Hawk,  flew  into 
his  bofom  i  helook  her  out,  andfaid,  Poor  Bird,  I  mil  nei¬ 
ther  rvrong  thee,  norexpofe  thee  to  thine  enemy,  fince  thou  earned 
unto  me  fir  refuge.  So  tender,  and  more  than  fo,  is  the  Lord 
J.efus  to  diftrefled  fouls  that  come  linto  him.  BleflTed  Tefus ' 
how  fhould  I  love  and  praife  thee  ?  glorifie  and  admire  thee 
n  Ff ^1^  Salvation  thou  haft  wrought  for  me.  If  this’ 
Bird  had  fain  into  the  claws  of  her  enemy,  flie  had  been 
torn  to  pieces  indeed,  and  devoured,  but  then  a  few  minutes 
had  difpatch  d  her,  and  ended  all  her  pain  and  mifetyi  but 
had  my  foul  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Satan,  there  had  been  no 

Would  not  this  feared  Bird  be  fluflit  out  of  the  Bulh  that 
Ikured  her  though  I  had  chafed  away  her  enemy  ?  and  wilt 

t^hou  Cmy  foup  ever  be  enticed  or  feared  from  Chrift  thy  re- 

fuge  .  O  let  this  for  ever  ingage  thee  to  keep  clofe  to  cLift 
and  make  me  fpr  with  -,  and  noty,0  Lord  '  fince  thou 


M  E  D  I  T.  IV. 

Upon  the  ftgk  of  diveh  Lennets  intermmgljng  with 

a  flocks  of  Sparrows, 

Ethinksthefe  Birds  do  fitly  refemble  the  gaudy  Gal- 

adored  Pefantsi  how  fpruce  and^  richly 

fcarlet  ticTwi.n  "'"i  and  various  coloured  feathers ,  (  like 
pTainTv  ^  thofeVhow 

FinefLthersVr-tK  countrey  rulfet  are  thefe? 

VetthShers5  ?K'’c 

yet  the  feathers  of  the  Sparrow,  are  as  ufeful  and  beneficial 

S  a/XThm"'^  not  fo  gay  and  ornamfn-’ 

^  he  others ,  and  if  both  were  ftript  out  of  their  fea- 

thers 
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thers,  the  Sparrow  would  prove  the  better  Bird  of  the  two» 
by  which  I  fee,  that  the  greateft  worth  doth  not  alwaies  lye 
under  the  fined  deaths,  Andbefides,  God  can  make  mean 
and  homely  garments  as  ufeful  and  beneficial  to  poor  defpifed 
Chriftians,  as  the  ruffling  and  fhining-  garments  of  wanton 
Gallants  are  to  them,  and  when  God  (hall  firipmen  out  of 
all  external  excellencies,  thefe  will  be  found  to  excel  their 
glittering  neighbours,  in  true  worth  and  excellency. 

Little  would  a  man  think  fuch  rich  treafuresof  grace)  wif- 
dom)  humility,  6cc.  lay  under  fome  ruffet  coats  j 

S£pe  fub  Attrha  latha^.fapiefiiiavefle.,r 
,  Under  poor  garments  more  true  worth  may  be, 

.  Than  under  filks  that  whiftle,  who  but  he 

Whilfi  on  the  other  fide,  the  heart  of  the  wicked'  (  as  Solo- 
tnon  hath  obferved  )  is  little  worth  ,  how  much  foever  his 
cloaths;  he.  worth.  Alas!  it  falls  out  top' frequently  among 
us,  as  itdotb  with  men  in  the  I^^i^/Vwho  walk  over  the  rich 
veins  of  gold  and  filver  Gar, .  which  lies  under  a  ragged 
and  barren  furface,  and  know  it  not.  For  my  own  part,  I  de¬ 
fire  not  to  value  any  man  by  what  is  extrinfecal  and  worldly, 
but  by  that  true  internal  excellency  of  grace,  which  makes  > 
the  face, tp  fhinedn  the  eyes  of  God^and ’good' men:  I  would 
contemn  a  vile  perfon,-  though  neverfo  glorious  in  the  eye  of 
the  world  >..bu^honQur  fuch  as  fear  the  Lord,  how  fordid 
and;defpicable  foeyer  to  appearance. 


i. 


TVl’EaiT.  V. 


T 


worm  from  a  Moje-hill  then  raifing. 


DBferving  the  Mole  working  indufirioufly  beneath,  and 
the  Bird  watching  fo  intently  above  v  I  made  a  hand  to 


obferyecthe  iffue.  W hen  in  a  little  time  the  Bird  defeend 
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^izesupon  a  worm,  which  I  perceived  was  crawling  apace 
trom  the  enemy  below  that  hunted  her^but  fell  to  the  (hare  of 
another  which  from  above  waited  for  her.  My  thoughts 
prefently  fuggefted  thefe  Meditations  from  that  occafion »  me 
thought  this  poor  worm  feem’d  to  be  the  Emblem  of  my 
poor  ioul>  which  is  more  endangered  by  its  own  lufts  of  pride 
and  covetoujhefs ,  than  this  worm  was  by  the  Mole  and 
ir  1  my  pride*  lil^e  the  afpiring  Bird  watching  for  it  above* 
my  covetoufnefs ,  like  this  fubterranean  Mole,  digging  for  it 
eneath«  Poor  foul  1  what  a  fad  Dilemma  art  thou  brought 
to?  It  thou  go  down  into  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  there 
thou  art  a  prey  to  thy  covetoufnefs  that  hunts  thee*  and  if 
thou  afpire  ,  or  but  creep  upward  ,  there  thy  pride  waits  to 
enfnare  thee#  Diftreffed  foul  I  whither  wilt  thou  go  ?  af^ 
cen  thou  mayeft,  not  by  a  vain  elation,  but  by  a  heavenly 
converfation,  befide  which,  there  is  no  way  for  thy  preferva* 
tion  5  the  way  of  life  is  above  to  the  wife,  dec. 

Again,  I  could  not  but  obferve  the  accidental  benefit  this 
poor  harmlcfs  Bird  obtained  by  the  labour  of  the  Mole,  who 
unting  intentionally  for  her  felf,  unburroughed  and  ferrited 
out  t  is  worm  for  the  Bird*  who  poffibly  was  hungy  enough, 
and  could  not  have  been  relieved  for  this  time  but  by  the 
e,  the  fruit  of  whofe  labour  the  now  fed  upon.  Even 
mus  the  Lord  oft-times  makes  good  his  word  to  his  people  : 
T-he  wealth  of  the  vptch^ed  is  laid  up  for  thejufl.  And  again,  i:he 
earth ^all  help  th  This  was  fully  exemplified  in 

•  whom  that  churlilh  muck- worm  fpeaks  all 

in  poirdTives.  Shall  I  take  my  bread  6cc.  and  give  it  to  one 
1  Know  not  whom  i  and  yet  David  reaps  the  fruit  of  all  the 
pains  and  toyl  of  Nahal  at  laft.  Let  it  never  incourage  me  to 
1  lenefs,  that  God  fometimes  gives  his  people  th<e  fruit  of  o- 
Jers  fweat  *  but  if  Providence  reduce  me  to  neceffity ,  dnd 
difable  me  from  helping  my  felf,  I  doubt  not  then  but  it  will 

StoSg"””"  “ “•  '■""6^  “<1 
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M  E  D  I  T.  VI. 


Vpn  the  Jhooting  of  tm  Finches  fighting  in  the  Air. 


HOw  Coon  hath  death  ended  the  quarrel  betwixt  thefe 
two  little  Combatants  !  had  they  agreed  better,  they 
might  have  lived  longer  •>  ’twas  their  own  contention,  that 
gave  both  the  opportunity  and  provocation  of  their  death  i 
and  though  living  they  could  not ,  yet  being  dead  they‘can 

lye  quietly  together  in  my  hand. 

I  Foolilh  Birds ,  was  it  not  enough  that  Birds  of  prey 
!  watched  to  devour  ihem,  but  they  muff  peck  and  fcratch  one 
I  another  ?  Thus  have  I  feen  the  Birds  of  Paradife  (  Saints  I 
-imean  }  tearing  or  wounding  each  other ,  like  lb  many  birds 
of  prey ,  andby  their  unchriftian  contefts  giving  the  occafion 
of  their  commom  tuine  '■>,  yea,  and  that  not  only  when  at  li- 
I  berty,  as  thefe  were,  but  when  incaged  alfo  i  and  yet,  as  one 
well  obferves,  if  ever  Chrillians  will  agree ,  ’twill  either  be 
inaprifon,  or  in  heaven  i  for  in  a  prifon  their  quarrelfome 
luds  lye  low,  and  in  heaven  they  (hall  be  utterly  done  away. 

,  But  O !  what  pity  is  it,  J^that  thofe  who  (hall  agree  fo  per- 
fedly  in  heaven,  (hould  bite  and  devour  each  other  upon 
earth  ?  that  it  (hould  be  faid  of  them,  as  one  ingenioufly  ob- 
ferved  who  faw  their  carcafes  lye  together ,  as  if  they  had 
lovingly  embraced  each  other  ,  who  fell  together  by  a  Duel, 
^anta  amicitia  fe  in  vicem  ampleSuntur  i-  qui  mutna  &  im- 
■placahili  immicitia  perierunt  ? 

Imbracing  one  another,  now  they  lye 
Who  by  each  others  bloody  hands  did  dye. 

Or  as  he  faid  ,  whoobferved  how  quietly  and  peaceably 
daft  and  bones,  even  of  enemies  did  lye  together  in  the 
grave ,  Non  tantavivi  pace.conjun^i  ejjetis\  you  did  not  live 
together  fo  peaceably.  If  confcience  of  Chrifts  command  will 
notj  yet  th^  conhderafion  of  common  fafety  (hould  powerful¬ 
ly  perfwade  to  unity  and  amity. 


M  E  D  I  T. 


MED.  IT.  vn. 


VpoH  the  finging  of  a  blind.  Finch  by  night. 

A  Dear  friend,  who  waia  great  obferverof  the  works  of 
^God.in  nature,  told  me,  That  being  entertain’d  with 
a  iight.of.many  rarities  at  a> friends  boufein  London^  among 
othyr  things,  his  friend  (hewed  him  a  Finch ,  whofe  eyes 
being  put  out,  would  frequently  fing  at  midnight.  This 
Bird  in  my  opinion,  is  the  lively  Emblem  of  fuch  carelefs  and 
unconcerned  perfbns,',as the  Prophet  defcribes,  Amos  6.±  5  6. 
who  chant,  to  the- viol,  when  a  difmal  night  of  trouble'and 
afflidion  hath  ovetnaadowed  the  Church.  You  would  have 
thought  it  ftrange.to  have  heard  this  Bird  fing  in  the  night 
when  all  others  are  in  a,  deep  (ilenee  ;  except  the  Owl  an 
unclean  Bird,  and  the  Nightingal  which  before  we  made 
the  Emblem  of  the  Hypocrite.  And  asllrange  it  is,  that  any 
except  the  profane  and  hypocritical ,  (hould  fo  unleafonably 
exprefs^  their  mirth  and  jollity  i  that  any  of  children 
(liould  live  in  pleafure ,  whilfi  (he  her  felf  lies  in  tears.  The 
people  of  God  in  Pfal.  137.  tell  us  in  what  poftures  of 
forrow  they  fate  1  even  like  Birds, with  their  heads  under  their 
wings ,  during  the  night  of  their  Captivity.  Horn  jhall  t»e 
imgthe  Lords  fing  in  a  pange  Land.?  ’Tis  like  enough,  fuch 
as  can  ling  and. chaunt  in  the  night  of  the  Churches  trouble 
have  well  feathered  their  nefts  in  the  days  of  her  profperity  I 
however  let  them  know,  that  God  will  turn  their  uafeafona- 
ble  mirth  into  a  fadder  note  >  and  thofe  that  now  fit  fad  and 
filent,  (hall  (hortly  fing  for  joy  of  heart,  when  the  winter  is 
pad,  the, rain  over  and  gone,  the  flowers  appear  again  upon 
the  earth,  and  the  time  of  the  finging  of  Birds  is  come. 


M  E  D  I  T. 
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,  M  E  D  I ‘T.  VIIL 

Z}pon  the  comparwg  of  two.  Birds  nejls^ 

i 

9  jg  pretty  to  obferve  the  ftru6lure  and  commodioufneis 
1  of  the  habitations  of  thefe  little  architedts,  who  though 
they  ad:  not  by  reafon  and  counfel,'  but  only  by  natural  in- 
ftind,  yet  reafon  it  felf  could  hardly  have  contrived  a  neater 
building  of  fuch  fimple  materials.  How  neatly  hath  the 
ThruQi  ceiled  or  plaftered  his  neft  with  admirable  art  and  in- 
dullry?  how  warmly  hath  the  Finch  matted  his?  and  both 
well  fenced  againft  the  injury  of  the  wither. 

How  coiifortably  hath  nature  provided  convenient  habi¬ 
tations  ,  for  thefe  weak  and  tender  young  ones,  who  have 
warm  lodging,  and  variety  of  provifion  hourly  brought 
them,  without'their  care  and  pains?  Thistriflingobjedfug- 
gefts  to  my  thoughts,  a  more  excellent  and  ferious  contem¬ 
plation,  even  the  wonderful  and  unparalleled  abafement  of 
JeftisChrifiy  who  for  my  fake  voluntarily  fubmitted  himfelf 
to  a  more  deftitute  and  negleded  hate,  than  thefe  Birds  of  the 
Air  9  for  Mat.  8.20.  he  faith,  the  foxes  have  holeSy  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nefls  ^  hnt  the  Son  of  mon  hath  not  where 
to  lay  his  head. 

Vtilpihus  in  faltu  rupls  excifa  latehras 

Fr£hety  &  aereis  avihm  dat  filva  qnietem  i 

AfhominvsNatonuJlisfnccedereteUis 

Eji  liciturn-^^^—^ -  ;  ^ 

The  craggy  rock  to  foxes'holes-affords; 

The  pleafant  woods,  a  refting  place  to  birds, 

For  Chrift  no  fixed  habitation’s  found 
But  what  wasborrowedj  or  the  naked  ground. 

.  *  *  j  • 

*  i  i  ‘ 


V  '• 

4  i 
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O  melting  confideration !  that  the  glorious  Son  of  God^^ 
Job.  1.1^.  Ihe  LordofGloryy  ]am.  2.  i.  i:he  brtghtnefs  of 
his  fathers  glory,  Eieh*  i.3'  Whowasrich^  2  Cor. 
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thought  it  HO  robbery  to  he  equal  vptth  God,  Phil.  2.8.  who  from' 
all  eternity  was  infinitely  and  delighting  andrejoycing 

’  in  the  hofome  of  his  father  y  Prov.,  8.30.  That  he,  I  fay,  fliould 
'n)3ir\ik^h\mk\( in  flejhy  2  fim.  3.1^.  yea,  in  the  lil^enefs  of 
finful  fleih^  Rom.  8.3.  that  is,  in  flelli,  that  had  the  marks 
and  elfeds  of  fin  upon  it,  as  hunger,  thirft,  pain,  wearinefs 
and  mortality  ^  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  chufe  fuch  a  ftate  '  of 
outward  meannefs  and  poverty,,  never  being  poflefied  of  a 
houfe  in  this  world  i  but  living  asJ a  ftranger  in  other  mens 
houfes,  and  hooping  in  this  refped  to  a  lower  condition  than 
the  very  birds  of  the  Air,  and  all  this  for  enemies.  O  let  it 
work  both  admiration  and  thankfulefs  in  my  foul  !  my  body 
is  better  accommodated  than  the  body  of  my  Lord.  Dear  Je- 
fus !  by  how  much  the  viler  thou  madefi  thy  felf  for  me,  by 
fo  much  the  dearer  (halt  thou  be  to  me. 


,^ianfo  pr$  mV; 
vtlior,,  tanto  ' 
ntihi  Charter, 
Bern,  ' 


,  M  E  D  I  T.  IX. 

r  * 

!  •  *  ^  - 

Vp  071  the  early  (ingirig  of  Birds, 

HOvv  am  I  reproved  of  fluggifhnefs  by  thefe  watchful 
Birds  J  ’  whi^  cheerfully  entertain  the  very  dawning  of 
the  morning,  with  their  cheerful  and  delighful  warblings  / 
they  fet  their  little  fpirits  all  awork  betimes,  whilli  my  no¬ 
bler  fpirits  are  bound  with  the  bonds  of  foft  and  downy  llum- 
ber5.  for  fhame  my  foul !  fuifer  not  that  Publican  Jleep  to 
feize  fo  much  of  thy  time yea,  thy  bed:  and  frelhcd  time  ^ 
reprove  and  chide  thy  lluggiih  body,  as  a  good  Bifhop  once 
did,  when  upon  the  faqje  pccafion  he  faid,  Surrexerent  pajfe- 
res  &  jiertunt  fantif  ees* 

The  early  chirping  Sparrows  may  reprove 
Such  lazy  Bifhops  as  their  beds  do  love. 

Of  many  lluggards  it  may  be  faid,  as  "Tully  faid  of  Verres^ 
the  Deputy  of  S icily y  §luod  nunquam  folem  nec  orienteniy  nec 
‘  occidentemalideraw  that  he  never  faw  the  Sun  riling, ^being 
.  in.  bed  after,  norjetting,  being  in  bed  before. 

T  '  *Tis 


Occafioml  Meditations. 


’Tis  pity  that  Chriftians  of  all  mea  fliould  fulTer  llecp  to 
cut  fuch  large  thongs  out  of  fo  narrow  a  hide  ,  as  their  time 
on  earth  is.  But  alas!  it  is  not  fo  much  early  riling  ,  as  a 
wife  improving  thofe  frefh  and  free  hours  with  God  ,  that 
will  inrich  the  foulv  elfe,  as  our  Proverb  faith/ a  man  may 
be  early  up,  and  never  the  near  >  yea,  far  better  it  is  to  be 
found  in  bed  ileeping,  than  to  be  up  doing  nothing,  or  that 
which  is  worfe  than  nothing.  O  my  foul!  learn  to  pre- 
poifefs  thy  felf  every  morning  with  the  thoughts  of  God,  and 
fuffer  not  thofe  freih  and  fweet  operations  of  thy  mind,  to-be 
proftituted  to  earthly  things  >  for  that  is  experimentally  true 
which  one  in  this  cafe  hath  pertinently  obferved  i  That  if 
the  world  get  the  ftart  of  Religion  in  the  morning ,  it  will 
be  hard  for  Religion  to  overtake  it  all  the  day  after. 


Mr. 

Epifl. 

Morn 


M  E  D  I  T.  X. 

Upon  the  haltering  of  birds  with  a  grain  of  hair. 

Obferving  in  a  fnowy  feafon,  how  the  poor  hungry  Birds 
were  haltred  and  drawn  in  by  a  grain  of  hair  cunningly 
■  caft  over  their  heads,  >whilft  poor  creatures  they  were  bufily 
‘  feeding,  and  fufpedted  no  danger  i  and  even  whilft  their* 

companions  were  drawn  away  from  them,  one  after  another,  , 
all  the  interruption  it  gave. the  reft,  was  only  for  a  minute 
or  two ,  whift  they  ftood  peeping,  into  that  hole  through 
which  their  companions  were  drawn,  and  then  fell  to  their' 
meat  again,  asbufilyas  before.  I  could  not  chufe  but  fay, 
even  thus  furprizingly  doth  death  fteal  upon  the  children  of 
men,  whilft  they  are  wholly  intent  upon  the  cares'  and-  plea- 
fures  of  this  life,  not  at  all  fufpeding  its  fo  near  approach. 
Thefe  Birds  faw  not  the  hand  that  infnared  them,  nor  do 
they  fee  the  hand  of  death- plucking  them  one  after  another, 
into  the  gr^ve.  -  ' 


Ovid  > 
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Ovid.'  Omnibus  ohjcurat  iitjicit  ilia  mattut 

Death  s  fteps  are  fwiftj  and  yet  no  noife  it  makes  > 

Its  hand  unfeen,  but  yet  mofl  fureiy  takes. 

And  even  as  the  Surviving  Birds  for  a  little  time  feemed 
to  ftand  affrighted ,  peeping  after  their  companions, and  then 
as  bulie  as  ever  to  their  meat  again  :  Juft  fo  it  fares  with  the 
carelefs  inconfiderate  world,  who  fees  others  daily  dropping 
»  into  eternity  round  about  them,  and  for  theprefent  are  a  lit- 
.  tieftartled,  and  will  look  into  the  grave  after  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  then  fall  as  bufily  to  their  earthly  imployments 
.  and  pleafures  again  as  ever,  till  their  own  turn  comes. 

I  know,  my  God  !  that  I  muft  die  as  well  as  others  1  but, 
O  let  me  not  die  as  do  others,  let  me  fee  death  before  I  feel  it’ 
and  conquer  it  before  if  kill  me ,  let  it  not  come  as  atuenemy 
upon  my  back,  but  rather  let  me  meet  it  as  a  friend  halfway  ! 
Dye  I  muft ,  but  let  me  lay  up  that  good  treafure  before  I  go, 
^  6.  ip.  carry  with  me  a  good  confciencc  when  I  go, 

2  T^im.  4. 6, 7.  and  leave  behind  me  a  good  example  when 
1  am  gone,  and  then  let  death  come  and  welcom  ! 


M.  EDITATIONS  ypon  Beajis. 


M  E  D  I  T.  I. 

‘ 

VpOM  the  clogging  ofa’Jirajing  B'eajt.  I 

I 

i 

*  '  *  ’ 

HAd  this  Bullock  contented  himfelfj  and  remained  qui¬ 
etly  within  his  own  bounds ,  his  owner  had  never  put 
fuch  an  heavy  clog  upon  his  neck;  but  I  fee  the  prudent  Huf- 
I  chufes rather  to  keep  him  with  his  clog ,  than  lofe 

him  for  want  of  one.  What  this  dog  is  to  him^  that  is  affli- 
aionand  trouble  to  me  i  had  my  foul  kept  clofe  with  God 
in  liberty  and  profperity,  he  would  never  thus  have  clogged 

me 
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me  with  adverfity  i  yea,  and  happy  were  it  for  me,  if  I  might 
dray  from  God  no  more,  who  hath  thus  clogged  me  with  pre¬ 
ventive  afflidions.  If  with  Vavid  l  might  fay,  Before  I  wm 
affixed  hvent  ajiray^  but  notplhave  kfpt  thy  xpord^  TfaL  up. 
dy,  O  my  foul !  ’tis  better  for  thee  fa  have  thy  pride  clogged 
with  poverty,  thy  ambition  with  reproach ,  thy  carnal  ex- 
.ped:ancies  with  conftant  difappointments ,  than  to  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  run  from  God  and  duty. 

nristrue,  lam  fometimes  asweary of'thefe  troubles,  as 
this  poor  Bead  is  of  the  clog  he  draws  after  him,  and  often 
wiih  my  felf  rid  of  them  j  but  yet,  if  God  diould  take  them 
off,  for  ought  I  know  I  might  have  caufe  to  wiOi  them  on 
again,  to  prevent  a  greater  mifehief.  ^Tis  doiied  of  Bafil^ 
that  for  many  years  he  was  forely  afHidted  with  an  inveterate 
head-ach,  ( that  was  his  clog )  he  often  prayed  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  it,  at  lad  God  removed  it  h  but  indead  thereof  he 
was  forely  exercifed  with  the  motions  and  temptations  of 
lud,  which  when  he  perceived  5  he  as  earnedly  defired  his 
head-ach  again,*  to  prevent  a  greater  evil.  Lord  !  if  my 
corruptions  may  be  prevented  by  ray  afflidion,  I  refufe  not 
to  be  clogged  with  themj  but  my  foul  rather  defires  thou 
wouldd  haden  the  time  when  I  (hall  be  for  ever  freed  from 
them  both. 


M  E  D  I  T.  If. 

ZJpon  the  love  of  a  Dog  to  his  Majier, 

HOw  many-  a  weary  dep  through  mire  and  dirt  hath  this 
pcfor  Dog  followed  my  horfe  heels  to  day  ?  and  all  this 
for  a  very  poor  reward,  for  all  he  gets  by  it  at  nighty  is  but 
bones  and  blows,,  yet  will  he  not  leave  my  company,  but  is 
content  upon  fuch  hard  terms  to  travel  with  me  from  day  to 
day.  .  .  ^ 

O  my  foul  !  \Vhat  convidion  and  fhame  might  this  leave 
upoa  thee  ?  who  art  often  times  weary  of  following  thy 
Mader  ,  whofe  rewards  and  incouragenients  of  obe¬ 
dience 
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dience  are  fo  incomparably  fwect  and  fure.  I  cannot  'beat 

back  this  dog  from  following' me,  but  every  inconfiderable 
trouble  is  enough  to  difcourage  me  in  the  way  of  my  duty' 
Ready  I  am  to  refolve  as  that  Scribe  did,  Mat.  i.'ip. 
fter,  I  mllfollotv  thee  xfhitherfonier  thougoefi  but  how  doth 
my  heart  faultef  when  I  muft  encounter  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  way  ?  O  /  let  me  make  a  whole  heart-choice  of  Chrift 
for  my  portion  and  happinefs  /  and  then  I  ffiall  never  leave 
him,  nor  turn  back  from  following  him,  though  the  prefent 

difficulties  were  much  morej  and  the  prefent  incouragements 
,^niuchlers.  ° 


M  E  D  I  T.  III. 


TJpon  the  fighting  of  two  Rams. 


TAking  notice  how  furiouily  thefe  Sheep  which  by  nature 
are  mild  and  gentle,  did  like  bulls puffi  each  other , 
taking  their  advantage  by  going  back  to  meet  with  a  creater 
rage  and  fury.  Methought  I  faw  in  this  a  plain  EmUem  of 
the  unchriftian  contefts  and  animofities  which  fall  our 
amongft  them  that  call  themfelves  the  pcodIc  of  C.r^A 


complained)  nonfecus  ac.^ 


Cum  duo  converfis  inimic^  in  pr^lia  tauri^ 
Front  thus  incurrunt — _ _ =. _ _ _ 


Shall  Chriftians  one  another  wound  and  pufh 
Like  furious  Bullsj  when  they  together  rulh  ? 


Or 
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or  oppefitim  of  Science t,  falfely  fo  called,  that  have  made  fo 

many  broylsand.uproars  in  the  Chriftian  world  ?  Oh!  What 
clalhings have thefe heady  opinions  caufed  in  the  Churches? 
fitft  heads,  and  then  hearts  have  clafhed.  Chriftians  have  not 
diftinguilhed  betwixt  adverfaritts  litis,  &  perfone  an  adver- 
fary  to  the  opinion,  and  to  the  perfons  /  but  dipt  their  tongues 
and  pens  in  vinegar  and  gall,  ihamefully  afperling  and  re¬ 
proaching  one  another  becaufe  their  underBandings  were 
not  caft  into  one  mould,  and  their  heads  all  of  a  bignefs.  But 
(2 )  that  which  Countrey-men  obferve  from  the  fighting  of 
Wep,  "Ihat  hprefages  foul  andjiormy  weather,  is  much  more 
certainly  confequent  upon  the  fighting  of  Chriils  Sheep.  Do 
thefe  clalh  and  pufh  ?  Surely  it  it  an  infallible  prognofiicKof  an 

enfuing  ftorm,  Mai.  4.  6. 


M  E  D  I  T.  IV. 

ZJpou  the  catching  of  a  Hovfe  in  a  fat  Pajinre, 

k. 

WHen  this  Horfe  was  kept  in  poor  (hort  leas  ,  where 
he  had  much  fcope,  but  little  grafs,  how  gentle  and 
tradable  was  he  then  ?he  would  not  only  ttand  quiet 
to  be  taken, but  come  to  hand  of  his  own  accord, and  follow  me 
up  and  down  the  held  for  a  cruft  of  bread,  or  handful  of  Oats  i 
but  fince  I  turned  him  into  this  fat  pafture,  he  comes  no  more 
tome,  nor  will  fulfer  me  to  come  neer  him  i  but  throws  up 
his  heels  wantonly  againft  me,  and  flies  from  me,  as  if  I  were 
rather  his  enemy  than  Benefa^or,  ^In  this  1  behold  the  carriage 
of  my  own  heart  towards  God,  who  the  more  he  hath  done 
for  me ,  the  feldomer  doth  he  hear  from  me :  in  a  low.  and 
afflief ed  ftate,  how  tradable  is  my  heart  to  duty  >  Then  it 
comes  to  the  foot  of  God  voluntarily  i  but  in  an  exalted  con¬ 
dition,  how  wildly  doth  my  heart  run  from  God  and  duty  ? 
With  this  ungrateful  requital  God  faulted  his  own  people, 
Jer.  2.  31.  teachable  and  tradable  in  the  totldernefs ^  but 
when  fatted  in  that  rich  pafture  Canaan^  then,  vpe  are  Lords, 
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we  will  come  m  more  to  thee.  How  foon‘  are  all  Gods  former 


benefits  forgotten  ?  and  how  often  is  that  ancient  obfervation 
verified  j  even  in  his  own  people. 


„  Toll  munera  cito  confenefcit  gratia, 

.  No  fooner  do  we  gifts  on  fome  beftow, 

But  prefently  our  gifts  gray-headed  grow. 

But  tha^sa  bad  Tenant  that  will  maintain  a  Suit  at  Law 
againft  his  Landlord,  with  his  own  Rent  \  and  a  bad  heart 
that  will  fight  againft  God  with  his  own  mercies.  I  wifh  it 
maybe  with  my  heart,  as  it  is  reported  to  be  with  the  wa* 
Iters  in  the  Kingdom  of  Congo^  that  are  never  £b  fweet  to  the 
tafte,  as  when  the  tide  is  at  the  higheff. 


M  E  D  I  T.  V. 


THc  full-mouthed  cry  of  thefe  Dogs,  which  from  the 
morning  hath  hunted  this  poor  tired  Deer ,  which  is 
'now  no  longer  able  to  hand  before  them,  but  is  compafTed 
:  round  with  them,  who  third  for,  and  will  prefently  fuck  her  ' 
blood  brings  to  my  thoughts  the  condition  and  hate  of  Je^ 
fm  Chrijly  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  who  was  thus  hunted  from 
’.place  to  place  by  blood-thirhy  enemies.  Upon  this  very  ac- 
j:  count,  the  22^.  TJal.  which  treats  of  his  death,  isinfcribed 
I  with  the  title  of  Jijeleth  Shahar^  which  fignifies  the  Hind  <f 
phe  morning  and  fully  imports  the  fame  notion,  which  this 
iloccafion  prefentedme  withi  for  look,  as  the  Hind  or  Beer 
|i  which  is  intended  to  be  run  down  that  day ,  is  routed  by  the 
^  Dogs  early  in  the  morning.  So  vvas  Chrih,  in  the  very  mor- 
ning  of  his  infancy^  by-bloody  Herody  and  that  cruel  pack 
confederated  with  him.  Thus  was  he  chafed  from  place  to 
place,'' till  that  was  fulfilled  which  was  prophetically  ^writ¬ 
ten  of  him  in  verfe  16,  of  the  forecited  Tfalm  For  Bogs  have 
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compafed  me  abmjhe  ajfembly  of  the  mckpd  have  inclofed  me  > 
they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet* 

And  canft  thou  expedi’,  O  my  foul  /  to  fare  better  tban  he 
did,  or  efcape  the  rage  of  bloudy  men  ?  Surely,  if  the  Spirit 
of  Chrih  dwell  in  thee-,  if  his  holinefs  have  favoured  thee, 
thefe  Dogs  will  wind  it  and  give  thee  chace  too  i  they  go 
upon  the  (cent  of  holinefs  ftill,  and  would  hunt  to  deftru(^i- 
on  every  one ,  in  whom  there  is  aliquid  Chrijii^  any  thing  oi 
Chrift,  if  the  gracious  providence  of  the  Lord  did  not  fome- 
times  rate  them  off.*  For  it  is  no  lefs  a  pleafure ,  which  fome 
wicked  ones  take  in  hunting  the  people  of  God,  than  wnat  i 
Clandian  the  Foet  obferves  men  ufe  to  take  in^hunting  wild 

beads.  '  -  1 

Venator  defejfathoro  qmtn  membra  reponit 

Mens  tamen  ad  Sylvas,^  fpta  lujira  redit* 

W  hilft  weary  huntfmen  in  the  night  do  deep, 

Their  fancies  in  the  woods  dill  hunting  keep.  ^ 

Lord  /  (hould  I  with  the  hypocrite  decline  the  profeffion  j 
and  practice  of  holinefs ,  to  efcape  the  rage  of  perfecuting  | 
enemies,  at  what  time  they  ceafe,  my  own  confcience  would  : 

begin  to  hunt  me  like  a  Blood-hound let  me  rather  chufe  | 
to  be  chafed  by  men  than  God  ,  to  flee_beforc  purfuing  ene-  j 
mies  than  be  dogged  from  day  to  day  with  a  guilty  confci-  j 

ence. 


ME  D  I  T  A  T  I  0  N  S  vfonTreei. 


M  E  D  I  T.  L 


Ufon  the  fall  of  blofomi^  »ipt  by  a  frojly  morning--  ci 

•  1  *  ■ 

BEholding  in  an  early  Spring,  fruit  Trees  embofled  with 
beautiful  bloflbms  of  various  colours,  which  breathed 
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forth  the  delicious  odors  into  the  circumambient  air  >  and 
adorned  the  branches  on  which  they  grew  ,  like  fo  many 
rich  jewels  ,  or  glittering  pendents  >  and  further  obferving^ 
how  thefe  perfumed  blolloms  dropt  off,  being  bitten  with 
the  froftand  difcoloured  all  the  ground,  as  il  a  (bower  of 
fnow  had  fallen*,  I  faid  within  my  felf,  thefe  fweet  and  early 
bloffoms  are  notunlike  my  fweet  and  early  affections  to  the 
Lord,  in  the  dayes  of  my  tirh  acquaintance  with  him.  Oh  ! 
what  fervent  love  ?  panting  deiireSj  and  heavenly  delights 
beautified  my  foul  in  thofe  dayes  /  the  odoriferous  fcent  of 
the  fweeteft  bloffoms,  the  morning  breath  of  the  mod  fra¬ 
grant  flowers ,  hath  not  half  that  fweetnefs  with  which  thofe 
my  fir'd  affedtions  were  inriched.  Oh  !  happy  time,  thrice 
pleafant  Spring  !  my  foul  hath  it  dill  in  remembrance,  and 
is  humbled  within  me  i  for  thefe  alfo  were  but  bloifoms  which 
now  are  nipt  and  faded, that  fird  flourifh  is  gone  »  my  heart  is 
like  the  Winters  earth,  becaufe  thy  face,  Lord,  is  to  me 
like  a  Wint^  Sun.  Arva]{e^  0  Northwind  !  and  eome^  Stteth 
mndy  b!on>  upon  my  garden.,  that  the  Jpices  thereof  may  florv 
out,  the n  let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden  and  eat  his  plea^ 
fant  fruit  I 


M  E  D  I  T.  IL 

Z)po?!  the  or  fetting  of  fruit. 

I  Have  often  obferved,  that  when  the  bloifoms  of  a  tree, 
let  and  knit,  though  the  flouridi  thereof  be  gone,  and 
nothing  but  the  bare  rudiment  of  the  expeded  fruit  be  left  *, 
yet  then  the  fruit  is  much  better  fecured  from  the  danger  of 
frodsand  winds,  than  whild  it  remained  in  the  flower  or 
blodom'i  for  now  it  hath  pad  one  of  thofe  critical  periods^ 
in  which  fo  many  trees  mifcarry  .and  lofc  their  fruit.  And 
methought,  this  natural  Obfervation  fairly  led  me  to  this  The¬ 
ological  Fropofiiion,  That  good  motions  and  holy  purpofes  in  the 
foul  are  never  fecured  and  pajl  their  moji  dangerous  Crifis^  till 

,  they 
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they  be  tuTfiediftto  fixed TcfolHtionjy  ait d dtijlvei/' able  executions^ 
vphich  is  as  the  knitting  and  fetting  of  them. 

Upon  this  Propofition  my  melting  thoughts  thus  dilated, 
Happy  had  it  been  for  thee,  my  foul  !  had  all  the  blefTed  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Spirit  been  thus  knit  and  fixed  in  thee.  O,  how 
have  mine  alfedions  blown  and  budded  under  the  warm 
beams  of  the  Gofpel  !  but  a  chill  blaft  from  the  cares ,  trou¬ 
bles  and  delights  of  the  world  without,  and  the  vanity  and 
deadnefs  of  the  heart  within  have  blafted  all  >  my  goodnefs 
hath  been  but  as  a  morning  dew ,  or  early  cloud  that  vanidi- 
eth  away  ;  And  even  of  divine  Ordinances  I  may  fay,  what 
is  raid  of  humane  Ordinances,  ‘they  have  perifhed  in  the  ufing. 
A  blolTom  {shut  frudius  imperfertusy  &  ordinabilisy  an  im- 
perfed  thing  in  it  felf,  and  fomething  in  order  to  fruit  >  a 
good  motion  and  holy  purpofe,  is  but  opus  imperfedtmiy  &  or- 
dinabiley  an  imperfed  work,  in  order  toacompleat  workof 
the  Spirit,  W'hen  that  primus  impetuSy  thofe  firft  motions  . 
were  ftrong  upon  my  heart,  and  I  thenpurfued  them  in  the 
force  and  vigour  of  them,  how  many  difficulties  might  I  have 
overcorne  ?  Revive  thy  work,  O  Lord  !  and  give  not  to  my 
foul  a  mifcarrying  womb,  or  dry  breafts. 


M  E  D  I  T.  III.  s 

Upon  thefght  of  a  fair  fpreadingOak 

\7\  THatalofty flouriffiing  Tree  is  here?  It  feems  ra- 
V  V  ther  to  be  a  little  wood,  than  a  fingle  Tree  •,  every 
limb  thereof  having  the  dimenfions  and  branches  of  a  Tr^ 
init  j  and  yet  as  great  as  it' is, -it  was  once  but  a  little  flip, 
which  one  might  pluck  up  with  two  fingers  j  this  vaft  bo  y 
was  contained  virtually,  and  potentially  in  a  fn^^jl  Acorn. 
Well  then,  I  will  never  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  things,  nor 
defpair  of  arriving  to  an  eminency  of  grace  ,  though  at  pre- 
fent  k  is  but  as  a  broken  reed,  and  the  things  that  are 
be  ready  to  dye.  As  things  in  nature ,  fo  the  things  ot  the 
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Spirit  grow  up  to  their  fulne^Tand  perfection  ,  by 

infeniible  degrees.  The  famous  and  heroical  ads  ofVhe  mbt 

renowned  believers,  were  fuch  as  themfelves  could  not  once 

perform,  or  it  may  be  think  they  ever  fliould.  Great  things 

both  in  nature  and  grace,  come  from  fmall  and  contemptible 
beginnings. 


M  E  D  I  T.  I V. 

Vpofi  thef.ght  of  many  (licks  lodged  in  the  branches  of 

a  choice  fruit  Tree. 

HOw  is  this  Tree  battered  with  ftones  and  loaded  with 
hicks  that  have  been  thrown  at  it  ?  whilft  thofe  thai 

grow  about  ,t  being  barren,  or  bearing  harlher  fruit,  efcap 

untouched!  Surely,  if  us  fnut  had  not  been  fo  good,  its 
ufage  had  not  been  fo  bad  :  and  yet  it  is  affirmed,  that  fome 

J  Even  thus  it  fares,  in  both  refpeds  with  the  beft  of  men  4 
,  the  more  holy,  the  more  envied  and  perfecuted  i  every  one 
i  that  palTes  by  will  have  a  fling  at  them.  Methinks  I  fee,’^how 

men  walk  round  about  the  people  of  God 
;  whom  he  hath  enclofed  in  arms  of  power,  like  fo  many  boys 
i  about  an  Orchard,  whofe  lips  water  to  have  a  fline  at  thL  ^ 
B..  God  .11  ,h.  done,  of  r.p™ch  i..o  pSf iL'l”  „ 

^  to  his  people,  they  bear  the  better  for  being  tLs  batter’d? 

!  And  in  them  is  (hat  ancient  obfervation  verihed. 


I 

1 


f-'i 


-  ^  nit  " 

\OrffcmtvinHtuinfalm£.,cHfcunt!jue  Coroudi-i 
^maMturman'di  pralia,  pace  Dei. 

The  Palms  and'.Crowns  of.virtue  thus  increafe  i 
Thus  perfecution’s  turned  into  peace. 


>.  I 


tut  fruitful  to  God  in  holinefs,and  ever  abound 
j  o  ‘  c  work  of  the  Lordj^  and  then,  whilh  devils  arid  mei 


are 


are  flinging  at  me,  either  by  hand  or  tongue  perfecutioiis,  1 
will  ling  amidft  them  all  with  the  Divine  Poet- 


What  open  force,  or  hidden  charm 
Can  blaft  my  fruits,  or  bring  meharm> 
Whilft  the  inclofure  is  thine  arm 


M  E'd  I  T.  V. 


Herb.  Poem 
p.  125. 


Z)pOH  the  gutherwg  of  choice  fruity  from  a  fcrubhed 

uupromifiugTree.  '  ‘ 

Would  any  marrthihk  to  find  fuch  rare  delicious  fruit  ^ 
upon  fuch  an  unworthy  .  Tree  to  appearance  as  this 
is  ?  I  (hould  rather  have  expe^ed  the  mofi  delicious  fruit  ■ 
fromthemoft  handfome^and'flouyilhingTrees  ,^  but  i;fee  1 
mull  neither  judge  the  worth  of  Trees  or  Men ,  by  their  ex¬ 
ternal  form  and  appearance.*"  This  is  not  the  firft  time  1  have 
been  deceived  in  judging  by  that  rule  v  under  fair  and  pro- 
miting  outfides  I  have  found  nothing  of  worth,  and  in  many 
deformed  defpicable  bodies,  I  have  found  precious  and  rich¬ 
ly  furnifhed  fouls-  The  fap  and  juice  of  this  fcubbed  Tree 
is  conco<5fed  iilto  rare  and  excellent  fruits,  whilH:  the  juice 
and  fap  of  fome  other  fair,  but  barren  Trees  ,  fervesonly  to 
keep  them  from  rotting,  which  is  all  the  ufe  that  many  fouls 
which  dwell  in  beautiful  bodies  ferve  for ,  they  have:  (as  one 
faith)  animampro  fate  *,  their  fouls  are  but  fait  to  their  bodies.  . 

Or  thus,.  -  “  ^  — - . - 

•  The  only  ufe  to  which  their  fouls  do  ferve 
Is  but  like  fait,  their  bodfes  to  preferve. 

If  God  have  given  me  a  found  foul,  in  a  found  body, I  have 
a  double  mercy  to  blefs) him  for  i  but  whether  my  body  be 
vigorous  and  beautiful  or  not ,  yet  let  my  foul  be  fo  :  For  as 
theefteem  of  this,  Tafee>  ib^tj]^  edeefn  a»dn  ttwe  hohc>ur  of 
every  man  rifts  ,.i^^(^,froFPvW§2ftuhfwhicfstand  ufe&lnefsj 

Ithanfromhisfhapeandiforau  {f;  «  ' 

1  '  '  M  E  D  I  T. 

1  j  ,  
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M  E  D  I  T.  VI. 

7Jpo»  an  excellent,  bnt  irregular  Tree. 


SEeing  a  Tree  grow  fomewhat  irregular  ,  in  a  very  neat 
Orchard,  I  told  the  owner  it  was  pity  that  Tree  (hould 
(tand  there  j  and  that  if  it  were  minel  would  root  it  up  and 
thereby  reduce  the  Orchard  to  an  exaft  uniformity.  lt*was 
replyed  to  this  purpofe ,  that  he  rather  regarded  the  fruit 
than  the  form  •,  and  that  this  flight  inconveniency  was  abun- 
dantly  preponderated  by  a  more  eonflderable  advantage*. 
This  Tree,  faid  he, 'which  you  would  root  up,  hath  yielded' 
me  more  fruit  than  many  of  thofe  Trees  which  have  nothing 
elfe  to  commend  them,  but  the  regular  fcituation.  I  could 
hot  but  yield  to  the  reafon  of  this  anfwer ,  and  could  wiih  it 
had  been  fpoken  fo  loud  ,  that  all  our  Uniformity-men  had 
heard  it,  who  w’illijot  flick  to  root  u^  many  hundred  of  the 
beft  bearers  in  the  Lords  Orchard  ,  becaufe  they  ftand  not  in 
an  exadf  order  with  other  more  conformable ,  but  lefs  bene- 

flcial  Trees,  who  do  perderefUhfiantiam  propter  accidentia)  ^e- 

flroy  the  fruit,  to  preferve  the  form.  ’ 

I  Not  much  unlike  fuch  foolifti  men  are  thofe 
■  .  ,  fliadows,  and  the  fubftance  lofe. 

-  *  r  4 


M  E  D  LT  AT  10  NS  a  Garden, 

i 


4  neat  ana  curious 
a  greater  diflike.of 
[fholeplot,  and  re¬ 
duce 
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duce  it  to  better  form ,  is  now  become  fo  curious  and  neat, 
that  not  a  weed  or  ftone  is  fuffered  in  it,  but  all  muft  lye  in 
exquifite  order  j  and  what  ever  ornament  fiie  had  obferved 
in  her  neighbours,  (he  is  now  reftlefs  till  (he  fee  it  in  her 
own. 

Happy  were  it  thought  I,  if  in  an/holy  emulation,  every 
one  would  thus  endeavour  to  redifie  the  diforders  of  their 
own  converfation,  by  the  excellent  graces  they  behold  in  the 
more  heavenly  and  reguhr  lives  of  others.  Some  Chriftlans 
there  are  ( I  wifli  their  number  were  greater  )  whofe  adions 
lye  in  fuch  a  comely  and  beautiful  order,  that  few  of  their 
neighbours  can  look  upon  their  examples  without  felf-con- 
vidion  and  fhame  ;  but  few  are  fo  happy  to  be  provoked  un¬ 
to  felf- reformation  by  fuch  rare  patterns."  I  fee,  it  is  much 
eafier  to  pull  up  many  weeds  out  of  a  Garden,  than  one  cor¬ 
ruption  out  of  the  heart,  and  to  procure  an  hundred  flowers 
to  adorn  a  knot ,  than  one  grace  to  beautifie  the  foul.  ’Tis 
more  natural  to  corrupt  man  to  envy,  than  to  imitate  the  fpi- 
rltual  excellencies  of  others. 


M  E  D  I  T.  11. 

U^on  the  fulling  up  of  a  Leek^ 

A  White  head,  and  a  green  tail !  how  well  doth  this  re- 
femble  an  old  wanton  Lover  !  whofe  green  youthful 
lufts  arc  not  extinguifhed,  though  his  white  head  declares 
that  nature  is  almoft  fo.  Gray  hairs  fiiould  be  alwayes  match¬ 
ed  with  grave  deportments ,  and  the  fins  of  youth  fliould  ra¬ 
ther  be  the  griefs,  than  pleafures  of  old  age.  ’Tis  fad  when 
the  fins  of  the  foul,  like  the  difeafes  of  the  body  grow  ftron- 
ger,  as  nature  grows  weaker ;  And  it  recalls  to  my  mind  that 
ancient  Obfervation  of  Menander. 

'  Ti§a)V  h/kh* 

Senex  amore  captufy  ultimum  malum 

It  is  the  worfl:  of  evils  to  behold 

Strong  youthful  lufts  to  rage  in  one  that’s  old. 

L 1  ’Tis 


’Tis  a  thoufand  pitjes,  that  thofe  who  have  one  foot  in  the 
grave  fliould  live  as  if  the  other  were  in  hell  !  that  their 
iuits  fnould  be  fo  lively,  when  their  bodies  are  three  parts 
dead.  Such  iinful  pradiccs  bring  upon  them  more  comtempt 
and  ifiame,  than  their  hoary  heads  and  reverend  faces  can  pro¬ 
cure  theiT)  honour.  ,  * 

Magna  fmt  caphts  quondam  reverentia  canr^ 

Jnque  fuo  pretioruga  feniliserat. 

Gray  haiys,  and  aged  wrinckles  did  of  old 
Procure  more  reverence  than  bags  of  Gold. 

But  alas  !  how  little  re fpcdl  or  reverence  can  the  hoary 
head  obtain  amongft  wife  men,  except  it  be  found  in  the 
way  of  righteoufncfs  ?  I  think,  the  loweft  efteem  is  too  much 
for  an  old  fervant  of  the  Devil  j  and  the  higheh  honour  little 
enough  for  an  ancient  and  faithful  fervant  of  Chrift. 


M  EDIT.  ML 

•  TJpon  aheedlefs  tread  in  a  curious  Garden, 

PAihng  through  the  fmall  divifions  of  a  curious  knot, 
which  was  richly  adorned  with  rare  Tulips,  and  other 
beautiful  dowers  ,  I  was  very  careful  to  fhun  thofe  flowers^ 
which  indeed  had  no  other  worth  to  commend  them  ,  bur 
their  exquifite  colours,  and  unadvifedly  trod  upon  and  fpoiled 
an  excellent  choice  he^b,  which  though  it  grew  obrcurely,.yet 
had  rare  Phyfical  vertyes  in  it. 

When  I  was  n)ade  penGble  of  the  involuntary  trefpais  I 
had  committed ,  I  thought  I  could  fcarcely  make  the  Owner 
a  better  compenfation ,  than  by  telling  him,  that  herein 
( though  againftmy  will }  I  did  but  tread  in  the  footdeps  of 
the  greateft  part  of  the. world,  who  are,  very  careful  (  as  I 
was)  to  keep  their  due  didance  from  fpkndid, though  worth- 
lefs  Gallants  5  mean  while  trampling  uppn^  and  cruihing  un- 
1  -  .  der 
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underfoot,  thcobfcuTe,  but  moft  precious  fervants  of  God  in 
the  world.  As  little  do  they  heed  f  hefe  moft  excellent  per* 
fons,  as  I  did  this  precious  herb. 

Summa  ingenia  in  occulto  f^pe  latent^  faith  Vlantusy 

Rare  wits  and  herbs  fometimcs  do  fculk  and  (brink 

'  In  fuch  blind  holes,  as  one  would  little  think. 

% 

For  my  own  part,  I  defire  to  tread  upon  no  man  with  the 
foot  of  contempt  and  pride,  much  lefsupon  any  good  man  > 
and  that  I  may  not ,  It  concerns  me  to  look  before  I  fiepi  I 
mean,  to  confider,  before  I  cenfure :  ‘Had  I  done  fo  by  this 
rare  herb,  lhad  never  hurt  it. 

, 

1  ■; 

, 

' 

M  E  D  I  T.  I  V- 

7Jpm  a  tPTthered  Pofey  up  tn  the  rvay. 

finding  in  my  walk  aPofey ,  of  once  fweet  arid  frajgrant, 
JL  but  now  dry  and  withered  flowfers>  which  I  fuppofed  to 
be  thrown  away  by  one  that  had  formerly  worn  it ;  Thus 
faid  I ,  doth  the  unfaithful  world  ufe  its  friends,  when  pro¬ 
vidence  hath  blafted  and  withered  themi>  whilft  they  are  rich 
and  honourable,  they  will  put  them  into  their  bofoms,  as 
the  owners  of  this  Pofey  did,  whilft  it  wafs  frefii  and  fragrant  j 
and  as  eafily  throw  them  away,  aS  ufelefs  and  worthlefs 
things,  when  thus  they  come  to  be  withered.  *  Such  ufage  as 
this  Tetronius  long  fince  complained  of.  ‘  ^ 

CHtnfortuaamanetvttltumfer^itltainieiy  '  • 

Cum  cecidH  turpi  vertitis ortt  fugii'^u  e. )  < ' 

Are  they  in  hononr  ?  •  then  we  fmile  like  friends, 

And  with  their  fortune's  all  our  friendihip  ends. 

i  J  4  /  ^  *  C  ■  i  V- 

But  this  loofe  and  deceitftit  frlendibip  fttnkS  (b  odioufiydn 
jthe  very  noftrils  of  nature>  that  a  Heathen  Foet  feverely  taxes, 

iand  condemns  it  as  mod  unworthy  of  a  man. 

LI  2  .  ^  "ittrpe 
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,  '  ^Tis  bafe  to  change  with  fortune,  and  deny 

A  faithful  friend,  becaufe  in  poverty. 


iturpe  fequi  cafum^  &  fortma^  cedere^  amicum 
Et  nifi  fit  fotlix  ejfe  negate  funm,  ( i.  e.  ) 


And  is  this  indeed  the  friendfliip  of  the  world  ?  Doth  it 
thus  ufe  them  whom  on^e  it  honoured  I  Then  Lord  !  let  me 
never  feek  its  friendihip.  O  let  me"  efteem  the  fmiles  and 
honours  of  men  lefs  >  and  thy  love  and  favour  more.  Thy 
love  is  indeed  unchangeable,  being  pure,  free^  and  built  upon 
nothing  that  is  mutable  >  thou  never  ferveft  thy  friends  as  the 
world  doth  its  ds^rlingf. 


M  E  D  I  T.  V. 

%)p'on*th&  fuddenwithringof  aRofe. 


BEing  tvhh  -my  ^kt^dn  'a  Gar^cm  , '  we  gathered  each  of 
us  a  Rpfe  5  he  handled  his  tenderly,  fmel’d  to  it  but  feK 
dom  and  fparingly,  I  always  kept  it  to  my  nofe,  or  fqueezed 
it  in  my^hand^  whereby  in  a  very  (hort  time,  it  loft  both  co¬ 
lour  and  fweetnefs^bqe  Lis  ftill  remained  as  fweet  and  fra¬ 
grant- as  if  it  had*  been  glowing  upon  its  oyvn  root.  .  Thefe 
Rofes  faid  I,  -%re  the  true  emblems  of  the  beft  and  Tweeted? 
creature-enjoyments  in  the  world  >  which  being  moderate¬ 
ly  and  cautioully  ufed  and  enjoy-ed,  may  for  a  long  time  yield 
fweetnefs  to  the  PofTeffor  of  them  >  but  if  once  the  affedions 
feize  too  greedily  upon  them ,  and  fqueeze  them  too  hard, 
they  quickly  wither  ip-, put  hands,’ and  we  lofe. the  comfort  of 
them>  and  that  either  through  ;the  fouls  furfdn^ 
them,  or  the  Lord’s  righteous, and  juil  removal  of  them,  be¬ 
caufe  of  the  excefs  of  our  affedions  to  them  >  earthly  com¬ 
forts,  like  pidures,  fhew  bed  at  a  due  didance.  It  was  there- 
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Mihi  nunquam  is  placet  hofpes 
^ui  valde  prater que  modum  odit  vel  amaf, 

I  like  him  not  who  at  the  rate 
Of  all  his  might  doth  love  or  hate- 

.  ’Tis^a  point  of  excellent  wifdom  to  keep  the  golden  bri¬ 
dle  of  moderation,  upon  all  the  aifedions  we  exercife  upon 
earthly  things,  and  never  to  flip  thofe  reins,  unlefs  when  they 
move  towards  God,  in  whofe  love  there  is  no  danger  of  ex¬ 
cels* 


M  E  D  I  T.  VL 

Upon  the  fudden 'withering  of  beautiful  flowers^ 

HOw  frefh  and  orient  did  thefe  Flowers  lately  appear, 
when  being  dafhM  QVer  with  the  morning  dew,  they 
flood  in  all  their  pride  and  glory, breathing  out  their  delicious 
odours,  which  perfumed  the  air  round  about  them,  but  now 
are  daver’d  and  (hrivelled  up,  and  have  neither  any  deflrable 
beauty,  or  favor  in  them.  ^  ^ 

So  vain  a  thing  is  the  admired  beauty  of  creatures,  which 
fo  captivat.es  the  hearts,  and  exercifes  a  pleafing  tyranny  over 
the  alfei^ions  of  vain  man,  yet  is  as  fuddenly  blafted  as  the 
beauty  of  a  flower. 

I 

forma  bomm  fragile  efl  quantumque  accedit  ad  amoSi 
fit  minor  &  fpacio  carpitur  ipfa  Juo» 

Nec  femper  vioU,,  nec  femper  Itlia  ftorent  ' 
ft  riget  amijfa  fpina  reliVta  rofa, 

T^empus  erit  quo  vos  fpeculumvidijje  pigehit^ 

Jam  veniunt  ruga  qua  tihi  corpus  arent,,  &c. 

How  frail  is  beauty  ?  In  how  fhort  a  time 
Iti  fades !  Like  Roles  which  have  paft  their  prime.. 


i 
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So  wtinckled  age  the  faireli  face  will  plow. 

And  caft  deep  furrows  on  the  fmootheft  brow. 

Then  where’s  that  lovely  tempting  face  >  alas  ! 

Your  felves  would  blufh  to  view  it  in  a  glafs, 

r 

If  then  thou  delighteft'in  beauty  (  Omy  foul  J)  chufe  that  J 
which  is  lading.  There  is  a  beauty  which  never  fades,  even  1 
the  beauty  of  holinefs  upon  the  inner  man  i  this  abides  freih 
and  orient  for  ever,  and  fparkles  glorioully  when  thy  face 
( the  feat  of  natural  beauty  )  is  become  an  abhorrent  and  ' 
lothfom  fpedacle.  Holinefs  enammels  and  fprinkles  over  J 
the  face  of  the  foul  with  a  beauty  upon  which  Chrift  himfelf  J 
is  enamour’d,  even  imperfed  holinefs  on  earth  isaRofethat  I 
breaths  fweetly  in  the  bud  i  in  heaven  it  wili  be  full  blown,  J 
and  abide  in  its  prime  to  all  eternity.  '  "1 


M  E  D  I  T.  Vir. 

I 

Upon  the  tendernefs  ofjonte  choice  Flowers^ 

\ 

HOw  much  care  is  neceifary  to  preferve  the  life  of  fome 
Flowers  ?  They  muft  be  boxed  up  in  the  Winter, 
others  muft  be  covered  with  glaffes  in  their  fpringing  up,  the 
ftneft  and  richeft  mould  muft  be fifted  about  the  roots?  and 
aiiiduoufty  watered?  and  all  this  little  enough?  and  fometimes 
too  little  to  preierve  them?  whilft  other  common  and  wofth- 
lefs  flowers  grow  without  any  help  of  ours  ?  yea,  we  have  no 
lefs  to  do?  to  rid  our  gardens  of  them,  than  we  have  to  make 
the  former  grow  there.  -  < 

Thus  ftands  the  cafe  with  our  hearts ,  in  reference  to  the 
motions  of  grace  and  fin.  Holy  thoughts  of  God  muft  be 
aiiiduoufty  watered  by  prayer,  and  earthed  up  by  Meditation, 
and  defended  by  watchfulneis  ?  and  yet  all  this  fomecimes 
too  little  to  preferve  them  alive  in  our  fouls.  Alas !  the  heart 
is  a  foyl  that  agrees  not  with  them,  they  are  tender  things? 

and 

" '  "  "  <  1  ~~ I  '  .  .  ■  . ■■  -  --  , 
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and  a  fmall  matter  will  nip  and  kill  them.  To  this  purpofe 
is  the  complaint  of  the  divine  Poet. 

Who  would  have  thought  a  joy 

fo  coy  ? 

To  be  offended  fo, 

and  go 

So  fuddenly  away. 

Hereafter  I  had  need 
take  heed. 

Joyes  among  other  things 
have  wings, ' 

And  watch  their  opportunities  of  flight, 

Converting  in  a  moment  day  to  night. 

But  vain  thoughts,  and  unholy  fuggeflions,  thefe  fprcad 
themfelves,  and  root  deep  in  the  heart,  they  naturally  agree 
with  the  foylv  fo  that  it  is  almoft  impollibleat  anytime  to 
be  rid  of  them.  ’Tis  hard  to  forget  what  is  our  lin  tore- 
member. 


M  E  D  I  T.  VIII. 

^  Ufon  the  jlra^jge  means^  of  ^refirvwg  the  life 
'  of  Vegetables, 

IObferve  that  plants  and  herbs  are  (bmetimes  killed  by 
frofls,  and  yet  without  frofls  they  would  neither  live 
nor  thrive  h  they  are  fometimes  drowned  by  water ,  and  yet 
without  water  they  cannot  fubiiil:  ’)  they  are  refrefhed  and 
cheered  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  and  yet  that  heat  fometimes 
kills  and  fcorches  them  up.  Thus  lives  my  Soul,  troubles 
and  afflictions  feem  to  kill  all  its  comforts  v  and  yet  without 
thefe,  its  comforts  could  not  live.  The  Sun-blahs  ol  prorpe- 
rity  fometimes  refrefh  me ,  and  yet  thofe  Sun- blahs  are  the 
likelieft  way  to  wither  me  ?  by  what  feeming  contradiCiions 
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is  the  life  of  my  Spirt  preferved  ?  what  a  mvaerv  ?  what  a 
Paradox  is  the  life  of  a  Chridian# 

Welcome  my  healthy  this  ficknefs  makes  me  well, 

Med  Vines  adieu : 

When  with  difeafes,  I  have  lift  to  dwell,  . 

I’le  wifh  for  you. 

W  elcome  my  ilrength,  this  weaknefs  makes  me  able 

Powers  adieu;  ^ 

When  I  am  weairy  grown  of  ftanding  ftable. 

rie  wifh  for  you. 

;  Welcome  my  wealth,  this  lofs  hath  gain’d  me  more, . 

Riches  adieu ; 

W hen  I  again  grow  greedy  to  be  poor, 

rie  wifh  for  you. 

Welcome  my  credit,  this  difgrace  is  glory : 

Honours  adieu : 

When  for  renown  and  fame  I  fhall  be  forry ;  — 

I’le  wifh  for  you, 

Welcome  content,  this  forrow  is  my  joy.  .  '  ’ 

Pleafures.  adieu, 

When  I  defire  fuch  grief  as  may  annoy  .* 

I’le  wifh  for  you. 

Health,  ftrength,  and  riches,  credit,  and  content 
Are  fpared  beft  fometimes,  when  they  are  fpent, 
Sicknefs,  and  weaknefS)  lofs,  difgrace,  and  (brrow 
Lend  moft  fometimes, when  moft  they  (eem  to  borrow. 

And  if  by  thefe  contrary  and  improbable  wayes>  the  Lord 
preferves  our  fouls  in  life,  no  marvel  then  we  find  fuch 
ftrange  and  feemingly  contradictory  motions  of  our  hearts, 

under  the  various  dealings  of  God  with  us,  and  are  ftillreft- 

lefs  in  what  condition  foever  he  puts  us  j  which  reftleis  frame 
was  excellently  exprefted  in  that  pious  Epigram  of  reverend 
Gattak^er,  made  a  little  before  his  death. 
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1  thirft  for  thirftinefs,!  weep  for  fears  s 

well  pleas’d  I  am  to  be  diTpleafed  thus : 

The  only  thing  I  fear  is  want  of  fears ; 
fufpeding  I  am  not  fufpicious* 

I  cannot  chufe  but  live,  becaufe  I  dye 
And  when  l  am  not  dead  how  glad  am  I  ? 

Yet  when  I  am  thus  glad  for  fenfe  of  pain  -  3 
and  careful  am  left  I  (hould  carelefs  be  /  , , 

Then  do  I  grieve  for  being  glad  again, 
and  fear  left  carelefnefs  take  care  for  me, 

Amidft  thofe  reftlefs  thoughts,  this  jreft  I  find. 
For  thofe  that  reft  not  here,  there’s  reft  behind 

.  V  • 

-  Jam  migi  portum;valete» 

-  ■  .  •  ^  ✓ 
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